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PREFACE. 


The  result  of  the  late  Campaign  in  Portugal 
and  Spain,  seems  fully  to  verify  the  opinion  of 
an  eminent  modern  writer,  who,  after  observing, 
that  a  nation,  consisting  of  degenerate  and  cow- 
ardly men,  be  it  ever  so  numerous,  is  weak ; 
while  one,  consisting  of  vigorous  public-spi- 
rited men,  even  where  numbers  are  wanting,  is 
strong ;  concludes,  that  the  sinews  of  war,  in 
hands  that  cannot  use  them  skilfully,  are  of  no 
avail. 

No  man  of  observation  can  have  travelled,  of 
late  years,  over  the  Continent  of  Europe,  with- 
out being  well  convinced  of  the  multiplicity  and 
value  of  the  resources  possessed  by  the  greater 
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part  of  Portugal,  but  more  particularly  by  the 
provinces  which  compose  the  north  of  Spain ;  and 
every  Officer  who  accompanied  Sir  John  Moore's 
army,  must  be  but  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  feeble  and  inadequate  manner  in  which  such 
resources  have  been  called  forth  and  employed 
by  the  Regency  of  the  one  countfy,  and  the 
Provincial  Juntas  of  the  other.  Of  the  probable 
consequences  of  this  criminally  weak  conduct,  as 
well  as  of  the  general  apathy  of  the  people,  many 
facts,  well  calculated  to  attract  attention,  might 
have  been  advanced}  but  the  writer  of  these 
sheets  could  not  bring  himself  to  enter  lai-gely 
on  topics,  the  discussion  of  which  might  do  in- 
jury to  a  most  noble  cau^e. 

The  points,  which  have  principally  engaged 
his  attention  are,  the  positions  and  operations  of 
the  armies  in  Portugal  and  Spain ;  occasional 
descriptions  of  the  face  of  both  Countries  i  which 
descriptions,  by  the  way,  are  accompanied  with 
several  drawings,  traits  of  the  characters  of  their 
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PREFACE.  r 

inhabitants,  and,  as  was  to  be  expected,  remarks 
on  various  occurrences  connected  with  his  own 
profession^ 

These  letters  were  not  originally  intended  for 
the  press.  'It,  of  course,  became  requisite  to 
omit,  ,as  well  as  to  alter,  many  passages.  They 
have  been  revised  under  considerable  disad- 
vantages, the  writer  having  received  orders  to 
prepare  for  foreign  service,  in  less  than  a  week 
after  he  had  consented  to  allow  them  to  be  pub- 
lished :  and  this  circumstance  he  mentions  as 
an  apology  for  the  imperfections  which  a  discern- 
ing reader  cannot  but  discover  in  them. 

He  ought  to  add,  that  he  has  studiously 
avoided  indulging  in  reflections  that  partake  of 
party-spirit ;  that  he  has  endeavoured  not  to 
extenuate,  "  or  aught  set  down  in  malice;"  and 
has,  at  all  times,  been  actuated  by  a  steady  ad- 
herence to  sacred  truth. 
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PORTUGAL   AND   flPAIK. 


LETTER  I. 

BRia&DIER-«ENBaAL  AHSTRVTHBRVlKniDE  ABRITBS  OFT  HOHmMMK 
— rROCBKDS  TO  THB  ■■BLIHSf .— ^DtKJUPTIOll  Off  TUVS  ROCV.— 
INTELUGFMCE  OV  TUB  BATTLE  OF' M)I,EU.—CAPTUM  GOBDOM  It 
DISFITCHED  TO  THE  BRITISH  CAMP. 


Oh  ioard'jhe  ■W-atmonlaiul  trmspifrt,  iaf  the 
B€rlutgneksyPortii^,mkJxgiuttt»(». 

jQ    •••••    V****^    EXMOUTH,    DEVON. 
Mir  DBARBSt  FBIBND,     '  .'.l        ' 

■  Yot;  win  perceive,  from  the  date 
of  this  letter^  Miat  wti  Yiave  reached  otir  destination,  -  not- ' 
withstanding  the  gales  and  bafiling  weather  which  we  had 
to.ehcounter  in  the  Channd  and  Bay  of  Biscay, 
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2  CIMPIIGN    IN    POBTUGAL. 

From  my  last,  dated  Plymouth,  the  first  of  this  month, 
you  vould  learn,  that  we  had  once  put  into  Weymouth, 
and  twice  into  Plymouth  :  from  the  latter  of  which  ports 
we  sailed  on  the  moniiig  of  the  seeand.  By  the  evening 
of  that  day  we  had  passed  Falmouth  with  a  lair  wind, 
which  unluckily  proved  of  v«y  short  duration.  However, 
having  at  length  had  the  satis&ction  of  descrying  over  the 
distantJhhdafciijtk  Mghblhe  UDAilaiiu  whigblann  Cape 
Finisterre,  we  stood  in  towards  the  shore.  Our  Commo- 
dore (Captain  Austin]  "ho*"  v*^^*!.  and  made  telegraphic 
signals  to  some  ships  of  war  lying  close  in,  after  which  we 
altered  our  course,  and  lay  up  along^the  coast  of  Portugal. 
We  had  been  taught  to  expect'that  we  should  now  meet 
iiitb».gf>e4il>i»fiwi  W  tJf^' vwd  iftsaidgfBecaU£to.UaiK 
AoMsaoiMurlgr  ^reoKaa  her»;  thisi  opiniin.  proved'  to 
Ae  correct,  ainf  oiT  tbe  iftllbwing  morning,  our  ffeet  was 
dashing  through  the  green  billows  -at  the  rate  of  seven 
kac^t  »,imm,.titi»mkmt  bkttaikstyle  we  proceeded  till 
we  leacflecha  blaff  headt-Ibn^  which  proved  to  be  Cape 
Mondego. 

To  the  southward  lies  the  small  town  atlligMNU^  iw 
the  in«i<>tfi)d»ai>d;bwJ)eaT  yf'Vhfch  we  observed  a  number 

tuuiti)stti);a)»de  the.«i9i#f«iilwacetta>lit  U^  wliito  b« 
sailed  and  ig/ii»^  b««4^iwrt«»  aUfi  *«  EtonagBl^  Ci^*- 
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tain  'Malcbhn.  HaviTig  fetume4,  *  oigtiit  WM  baiK^i  *6 
■mate  sail  to  tlie  s(mrtm«rd,  ift  which  c«or«e  >(re^»nt*mIe« 
the  irhofe  «f  tte  ni^ ;  and  ytstetflay  foWittftoB,  ire  «*»«« 
at  this  andiorage. 

The  rocks,  off  which  we  are  now  lying,  are  «fco«t  six  i» 
number,  perfectly  sterile  and  devoid  of  any  vegeUtion, 
except  the  samplrire  plant,  whfch  -is  seaWered  to  Alck 
lufts,  over  these  bnge  blocfc««f  tefl  pSaKvltt  gwuii**. 

■  On  the  eastern  sifle  trf  "the  iSiiaA  •♦earWt  %te  Awe, 
sWnds«n  dja  castle,  containhig  «fthmft»t«*ti<'<*  »«*«''' 
luBar  battery  i  on  the  «nflnwrtii«  of  'w^iich  »te  mouofted  » 
*H  -pieces  of  rosty  told  ouinan,  -wHch  art  in  »  most  reals 
•fable  ittAe  of  decay.  One  wonM  imagtaethey  iPeitta'- 
tendtd  «rth«r  to  hamionke  tfUh  Hie  ruhB  ■of  <he  tiifUx, 
Tfhan  to  tttmoy  the  lihips  of  tin  enemy;  ^ftce'  Ihe?-  *i* 
nearly  an  disnwoirted,  and  intonrany  dt  their  Wuth-hsl* 
«  urarfs  hand  may  be  tntrodnced  -with  tttijch  Jidlfty. 
Of  tills  IJdthic  Structure  a  subaltem  of  ottr  marines,  with 
to  party  of  twelve  or  fourteen  men,  has  fto*  Wie  uncon- 
trouled  possession ;  having  some  day*  ago  wicteeded  tft 
about  as  many  ragged  Portuguese,  its  former  inhabitants. 
■Wilh  a  fe»  hooks  biie  might  here  -make  oneself  ba  abso- 
Itite  letlnse,  and  yet  enjoy  ihany  of  the  substantial  coiif- 
I'oits  of  this  -life :  ibf  the  lUtte'  garrison  is  frfll'  supplisa 
■  2 
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4  CAHFAION    IN    FORTUOAL. 

with  hogs;  sheep,  fruit,  &c.,  by  the  fishing  boats  from  Pe:- 
uich^,  which  resort  hither  to  catch  a  species  of  mackarel 
that  abound  near  the  rocks.  We  have  just  had  out  of 
one  of  these  little  zebecs,  now  paddling  about  the  fleet,  a 
tolerable  sized  basket  of  mackarel,  for  the  trifling  sum  of 
one  shillii^. 

On  our  arrival  here, we  found  his  Majesty's  ship  Alfred, 
como^uided  by  Captain  Bligh,-  with  a  convoy  of  victual- 
lers, store,  and  hospital  ships,  moving  along  the  coast,  for 
the  purpose  of  supjdying  the  wants  of  General  Wellesley's 
army  :  aud  through  them  we  had  our  curiosity  gratified 
as  to  the  cause  of  a  tremendous  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and 
musketry,  which  we  yesterday  heard  along  the  shore.  It 
arose,  we  were  told,  from  an  eagerly  contested  action,  which 
the  gallant  General  had  with  the  French  troops^  under 
I^borde ;  the  result  of  which  is  mt^t  glorious  to  our  coun- 
trymiBD*  who,  with  more  than  their  usual  gallantry,  drove 
the  French,  posted  along  some  almost  inaccessible  heights, 
in  all  directions.  The  enemy's  fire  is  said  to  have  been 
very  severe  and  galling,  and  to  have  been  checked  by 
our  troops  solely  with  the  bayonet. 

The  consequences  of  this  victory,  which  took  place  near 
Obidos,  have  been  the  capture  of  three  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  the  retreat  of  the  French  army,  to  a  position  much 


yGooglc 


nearer  Lisbon ;  while  ours  has  made  a  considerable  a^d 


Tance. 


Brigadier-general  Anstruther  has  dispatched  bis  Aid- 
de-canip.  Captain  Gordon,  to  acquaint  Sir  Arthur  Welles- 
ley  with  our  arrival ;  and  we  expect  to  be.  landed,  imme- 
diately upon  Captiun  Gordon's  return,  for  which  we  are 
all  very  impatient. 
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KETVRI*  0,P  CAPTAIN,  cordon' FROM  TUB  BRITISH  CAHP.— PESCRIP- 
TIOH  OrtSKldHG.— B81<SAmR6-GENt:ttAL  AIfSTllUTHER'*8  BKlGlVS 
VXmHUaUD  MtOOBHVB  1«  V-IHUH&.*-^n  tfVtffffWH  <:«i'W«» 
Br  HAJ0R-0ENERALSPENCER.---DE8CBlPTI0H«r  tWB  r<LM««  OV 
TIHtERl' 

lOlk  Juguitf  1808. 

CAPtAiK  GoHDOM  Is  returned,  and  the  whole  fleet  is 
now  under  way,  steering  into  the  Bay  of  PenichA,  where 
we  shall  huid.  There  being  hardly  any  wind,  it  must  be 
late  in  the  evening  before  the  tnx^  get  on  shore. 

The  appearance  of  the  coast,  as  &r  as  we  have  hitherto 
proceeded,  is  by  no  means  agreeable<  We  behold  an  arid, 
sandy  beach,  diversified  with  long  rushy  grass,  but  desti-- 
tute  of  trees  and  shrubs,  and  for  the  most  pait  flat  and 
uninteresting.  The  fleet  is  now  passing  the  town  and 
fortifications  of  Penich^  ;  which  last  are  pretty  extensive, 
and  favorably  situated  on  the  rocky  summit  of  a  penin* 
sula.  The  garrison  is  said  to .  consist  of  eight  hundred 
Swiss,  extremely  disabled  to  tlieir French  despots;  irom 
vrhom,  it  is  added,  they  daily  desert  to  join  our  army. 
We  observe  a  number  of  them  at  this  moment  on  the  works 
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{pziBg  skt  e«r  ttDwiKots  ;  and  one  aolitairjr  ahot  htoc  been 
fijred  at  a  tmnspoft^  which»  olpiiig  td  the  Ugfat  bKftZcv  and 
her  being,  an  iodi&rent  sailer,  iaa  driAed  cloaar  to  thd 
shoie  thaotasul^hsre  been  visfani.  She  ka^xas,  Imp* 
erer.  to  he  without  fiie  leacb  af  thm^  Bail;.  vUcb  hai 
tboppedafaorl:  in  tJK  vato.  Jnlien;  I  alali  contilnae  tW* 
letter  from  the  shore. 


,  Befeoesn  the  hoarv  of  t!*e  arejl  sra  yfstieriay  eteeitig, 
aiir8eei,.liidiKb^  the  AUM  aiSi.  MStm;  Kad'come-td 
an  anchoiia  tfaaBi^of  IMohA  llSvfityieiitwialtiimi* 
OiMfMmtk,  agd  bf  itiMi  or  fen  o'otbch  all  ttrei  treeps 
iui±icaiclMd>tbe  beacbi  TheybncMabeut  ftrotfisuMoid 
tnic  huncbedi  ini  nuinbw,  all  in  higH  Beafth  and'  spirits^ 
«iU>  Oe  wBwpticmi  a*  ottB^eeiTpj,  wKieb  bad  SeeirobKiged 
to-lsB»eflMkiaila.£minieB-riE9eted  irilA>  opttuAnta;  tSt 
treaBpffi-t  in  wiaotal  sailed,  conte&ung'  alrout  fcrty  ollfcers* 
lM«M,bactbeaniplwBita»  ^ese  ill' as- tbr  AdfeMmess'  of 
the  water  fioiddl penititi .file  the  cwtvenience!  of  swinmiing 
tibei  canalr^' asb*iK . 

Among  the  first  lifted  from  the  hold  and  committed  to 
tbi:  bimjt  d^^vias  a-veiy  beCiutitMEiiianf,  ffiepNpert^  of 
Ooietal.JinitttiliKrMriMiiiki'OMitg  teftfee'aMWiBdiiiess'of 
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the  grooms  and  sailors,  was  some  time  in  the  crater  before 
it  could  be  disengaged  from  tlie  slings ;  and  the  distance  it 
had  to  swim  being  considerable,  it  sunk  before  it  could 
make  the^hore.  A  repetition  of  this  accident  was  pre-, 
vented  by  the  foresight  of  Captain  Bligh,  who  immediately- 
sent  a  large  launch,  in  which  the  remaining  horses  were 
conveyed  to  ^CTTajfrma  in  safety.         . 

The  spot  where  we  landed  is  a  sandy  beach,  at  the  foot 
of  an  ^mosit  perpendicular  cliff.  On  the  summit  are  the 
ruins  of  an  old  quadraiigular  fort,  to  which  we  were  con- 
ducted by  a  narrow  winding  path,  very  steep  and  difficult 
of  ascent.  Behind,  lies  a  h^th,  where  we  took  tip  our 
abode  for  the  night.  The  iiniuDnent  spread  its  boundless 
eT^panse  over  our  heads,  without  one  cloud  to  obscure  its 
twinkling  brilliancy;  while  the  remote . hdrlBon  gleamed 
with  the  fires  ,of  the  British  camp,,  exciting  many  singular 
ap4^hriilingg  emotions.  The  iHisy  hum  of  the  troops  soon 
ceasing,  I  wrapped  my setf  .ia.a  boat  cloaks  and  sunk  to 
repose ;  happy  in  1i%ving;excbaxiged  the  noisome  and  damp 
cabin  of  a  transport,, for  the  fmgrant  heaths  of  Portugal : 
and  ere  the  morning  had  b^un  to  warm  the  eastern  sky, 
we  were  on  our  march. 

The  road  which  leads  to  this  place  (if  road  it.  can  be 
cjUled),  is  rugged  and  steep,  winding  along  the  sinuosities 
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of  the  co&st.  The  country  near  this  road  is  bare  and  un- 
pleMUit  t»  the  eye ;  and  but  for  iti  novelty  often  com- 
pentating  for  the  absence  of  other  qualities,  must  be 
allowed  tO'bt  very  uninteresting.-  Yet  in- some  of  the 
valkya  tire  scattered  little  villages^  whose  wliite  waits 
glitter  6mm  amidst  the  dark  foliage  of  laurels  and  olive 
trees :  while  the  commons,  covered  with  heaths,  myrtles, 
and .  gum .  cistus,  pour  forth  (heir  fragrance  before  the 
ardeait  rays  of  the  sun. 

.  Our  march,  although  only-twelve  miles,  had,  from  the 
etuttive  teai  of  the  day,  begiM  to  be  fhtiguing  before  we 
rsaeked'  Louriiriia.  On  the  side  of  a  hill  near  that  village 
we  met  a  party  of  British  and  Fottnguese  cavalry,  com- 
taanded  by  Lleut.-Colanel  Taylor,  who  had  been  sent  out 
to  protactua  against  a  body  of  French  dragoons,  who  Weix! 
reconnaitring  on  (be  beightSL  upon  our  left,  and  appeared 
strongly  Inclined  to  attack  us.  However,  our  apprehen- 
SMDS  were  aoou  quitted ;  ftnr,  arriving  at  a  small  village, 
the  name  1  have  now  for^tten,  but  the  higlier  ground  of 
which  is  crowned  with  a  windmill,  we  found  Major-ijene* 
i«J  Speacer,  Willi  twrtbiigaiJes  of  infentry,  and  some  flying 
artillery,  waiting  to  receive  us.  The' enemy  aHowcd  lis  to 
descend  the  hill  which  leads  to  this  place  without  opposi- 
tion. 
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Yimiera  is  beautifully  situated  in  a  romantic  fertile 
valley,  within  three  miles  of  the  sea,  firom  which  it  it 
screened  by  some  lofty  mountains,  between  which  rims  a 
small  stream,  named  Maceira.  Our  army  is  posted  oa 
the  sides  and  summits  of  the  siH-rounding  hUls,  io  a  ere*- 
cent-like  form.  In  the  centre  is  the  village^  with  the  com- 
missariat,  oxen^  provisions^  stores,  and  heavy  artillery ; 
and  to  the  southward,  oa  a  snail  eminence,  is  posted  the 
advanced  guard,  forming  nearly  the  chord  of  the  segHCBt. 
The  spectacle  is  altogether  the  most  novel  and  beautiful 
I  have  seen :  but,  feeling  it  imposubte  to  convey  any 
thing  like  an  adequate  idea  of  its  appearance  in  writing, 
I  shall  aideavour  to  sketch  it  with  any  pencil,  at  tlie  same 
time  that  I  am  aware  it  would  re<^uire  the  powers  of  » 
Poussin  to  do  it  justice.  The  town  itself  seenu  deserted 
by  the  Portuguese,  who,  I  suppose  dread  the  result  of 
the  engagement,,  which  is  daily,  nay,,  boudy,  looked  for. 

Orders  have  just  been  issued  to  move  to-monrow,^  aa 
hour  before  ^y-break. 

I  shall  conclude  th»  ktter  hy  aasunng  you  how  Aitlkf 
fully  I  ever  am  your^s. 
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LETTER  in; 

twksta  mtiTBz-nwKci  Attiiv  on  tbb  mohnino  ok  the  2Jst. — 

J.  BRlTiS/f.Vie^fJfiJkIIJ^Daiy^^;t  INy-A^NTR&ATTifiKBD^BHUNEM. 

shells: FRENCH  ARE  CHARGED  BY  THE  FIFTIETH  REGIMENT,  AND. 

'■"RETIRE  TO  ■'tHE  WOODSS^^LEFT  WING  UNDER  HAJOR-OEKERAL  FER- 

.'  .OmnifHTAOaBB'^riRRFOUBS  THE  BNEHT  WITH  THE   BArilKET: 

,  A£rKARAK«E^F,TB&FJ|e(^<Op|  BttltUC.-^A  JTIeUI  ^DBTrTAt;-— ■«■ 

ARMED  ,  PORTUGUESE      PEASANTRF.-^HEJR  .  EXULTATION    AT;  TUB 

EVENTS  OF    THE  DAr.— A  WALK   TO"  VIMIERA  BY  NIGHT. THE  EF- 

FE0T8  OF  THE  RATTLE  AS  DtSPLATED   AT   VIMIBRA. 


riling'  «f  rimicra,  »3d  Jugtsl,  1808. 

'  ■  The  intelligfence  which  I  now  have  to  communicate, 
must,  I  am  well  assured,  afford  you  the  most  heartfelt 
pleasure. 

The  vbole  French  army,  commanded  by  Jnnot  in 
ftmaa,  mm  yntxrixy  completely  routed  in  the  neigb- 
WHirboad  of  thia  village.  Thirteen  pieoea  of  cannon, 
tweotyrthiee  amiannition  waggons,  together  with  the 
greater  put  of  the.  wounded,  induding.  a  general  officer 
■M^BemtiK,  haye  Allen  into  our  haiida:  "   -- 

In  nqr  last  'Mta  X  stated  that  orders  ha4  lieen  issued 
to  move  forward  on  the»usce*dlng'ttoniiiig,'t»it'beG)M 
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miduiglit  these  were  recalled^  in  consequenoe,  u  t  bave 
since  learnt,  of  the  arrival  of  Sir  Hariy  Burrard  from 
England,  in  the  Bni2«B  doop  of  war. 

The  troops,  as  iwual,  timied  out  under  ara»  aa  1khi« 
before  day-break,  and  no  alarm  took  plai:e  tiH  about 
ei^t  o'clock,  when  it  was  announced  that  our  pickets  on 
the  Lourinha  roa4  were  attacked.  Howmar,  aa  no  grsat 
bustle  eosaed,  I  bndcftstad  quieHy  with  a  few  friends, 
and  then  walked  out  with  the  intention  of  purchasing  a 
nnle,  an  aniioal  here  of  some  importaiKe.  Passing  akwg 
the  streets  of  the  Tillage,  I  heard  seveial  officers  assert 
that  the  French  were  approaching  in  great  foree  to  attack 
the  position ;  while  others  tbooght  tbat  it  would  prove 
merely  an  afiair  of  pickets.  Still  the  nois6  qf  the  mus- 
ketry fire  seemed  to  approach,  and  several  movements 
to  be  taking  place  among  the  troops  on  the  heights.  At 
length  the  dis^HtrgC  9f  astiUciy  commmced,  when  I  de- 
tomiAed  to  g^t  OB  the  bdgbta,  whirae  mr  IsA  wing  «M 
fmtfi4,.  and  to  vbick  thcgr  had  just  Teau>vad  htm  tke 
T^tley  tiw  lw««y  artillery,  Oa  cransing  the  fietds,  in  whieit 
weie  placed  th«  wag^ms.  oxen,  and  csmmissaiiat  stores^ 
all  was  bustle  and:  aotnity.  Having  reacbid  tiic  spat 
where  the  brigade  of  guns  was  posted,  I  had  a  complete 
vew  of  the  -nhple  iceoe:  a  soeuc,  tlie  gosidea*  aid.  miost ; 
pi«tH«e«%ite  jroltcaa-axU  inagine. 
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The  valley,  viUiige,  and  tlie  extent  of  it<  beautiful  and 
romantic  environs,  were  stretched  beneath  my  eye  aa  on  > 
plan.  The  atmosphere  was  serene,  the  sun  blazed  forth 
from  a  blue  and  silvery  sky,  streaked  with  Seecy  clouds, 
and  I  could  dutinctly  perceive  eveiy  motioB  of  the  con- 
tvding  anaies. 

'I%e  Fraach  iwre  at  this  iMment  advancing,  in  several 
cotaouW,  6om  the  eaBtward',  under  cover  of  some  pine 
woo^i  driving  in  our  pickets  and  riflemen,'  who  retreated 
to  a  height  situated  to  the  southward  of  Vimiera,  cm  which 
were  posted  the  centre  or  advanced  guard  of  our  army. 
It  was  compoMd  of  Brigadier-General  Fane's  brigade  of 
riAeaien,  Btigadier-(Senera(  Anstruther's  brigade,  and  the 
fiftieth  reghnent. 

Ontliete  columns  of  French  » tremendeusfife  waskept 
up  by  the  artillery  behmghig  to  th«  centre',  which'  was 
phKcdin  <i<Mit  of  two  white  windlBiito  ika-ibr  SHghC 
Tbff  fise  was  •etomed  by  the  gnns  of  dfce  eaei^  wStfe  grea* 
spirit ;  but  it  waa  cmlent  tbat  oar  artiileiy  was  muck 
better  served  than  theirs,  and  that  the  carnage  caused  by 
Ihi  htdj  iureiited:  ghrapneU  sheMs  .«••  ft^S^oat. 
lUvntbekaithey  continued  to  advonis  w«th>gt«M  i<i«re- 
fadii|r,  talLtk^  wtte  dargattin  »  dM«f  giMui?  nitmerhf 
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the  fiftieth  regiment,  on.  which' they  turned  thbir backs, 
i^i>d4ed  to  the.vioods  id  bll Idiroctioiw;  , 

At  this  time  anotli^..  party,  who  were  .ad^anciug  into 
the  road  which  enters.  Vjmitira  from  the. northward,  :Were 
met,  and  repulsed  with  great  loss,  by  the  Sjeeorid  battalioa 
of  the  forty-third.  This  battalion  had  been  stationed  near 
cliurch,  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  entering  the 
the  village  ;  as  it  appeared  to:  be  their  design,  in  attacking 
our  centre,  to  penetrate  through  Vimiera,  and  possess 
themselves  of  our  baggage  and  coinmi^sarMt  stores.  , 

On  the  right  of  the  centre,  the  enenay  -were  checked  by 
tlie  bayoi^ts  of  the  nin^ty-sec^qd  regiment,  and  second 
battalion  the  fifty-second;  and  in  these  operations  Brigfulier- 
Gen.  Acland's  brigade,  which  had  only  landed  at  Maceira 
during  the  night,  and  was  pacing  along  the  valley  to  arrive 
on  the  heights,  lent  a  very  :well-timed,  efilectual  assistance ; 
and  the  heavy  artiU<ery,  (ately  brought  up  from  the  vtdky, 
did  immense.  eKecuti(»i— the  Shrapnell  shdis  nakitfg 
Gpn&iderable  gaps  in  the  enemy's  columns. 

On  giv^g  vay,  tlte  6neniy  were  punned  by  the  gallaolt 
Lie«(fBao|>-Colond  Taylor, ;  vbo  chained .  them'  vitii  hi! 
soxajl  bo4|y:  of  bocse  ui.the  most  daringstyle,  and.cut  tfaeiq 
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down  in  great  numbers.  Sorry  am  I  to  add  fiiat,  in  per- 
forming Uirs  service,  be  lost  his  valuable  life.  A  great  pro^ 
portion  of  his  men  fell  with  him. 

While  these  things  were  going  forward  in  the  centre»I  had 
advanced  considerably  to  the  left,  and  had  got  in  the  rear 
of  my  old  Monte  Yidean  friends  the  fortieth,  who,  with  the 
tbirty-sixth  and  seventy-first  regiments,  composed  the  bri- 
gade commanded  by  Major-Gen.  Ferguson,  which  was  the 
left  of  our  army.  Brigadier-Gen.  C.  CrawfUrd's  brigade, 
with  some  Portuguese  troops,  covered  tbeir  left  flank,  on 
the  opposite  aide  of  a  deep  ravioe.  Here  the  enemy  came 
up  with  gi%at  unpetuosity.  They  were£rst  opposed  in  front 
by  our  riiemen,  whom  they  drove  in..  Cuming  up,  however, 
with  Major-General  Ferguson's  division,  they  received  a 
tremendous  volley,  and  were  shortly  after  brought  to  the 
charge.  This  was  an  operation  their  nerves  could  not 
withstand,  and  they  immediately  gave  way.  Our  troops- 
pursued  them  with  eagerness,  killed  and  .wpmid«^.  a^  invf. 
mense  number,  and -took  severaj  pieeedol'.^ftDQOs.-  .| 

The  action  commenced  about  half  post  nine,,  and  ter- 
minated a  little  after  twelve  o'clock.  Close  to  the  spot 
where  Mtyor-Oenehtl, Ferguson's. brigikde:|^Geir^it^.  ^ 
tack  of  the  Fcench,  stood!  a.^t^d^iferoA  l}Gfti»^,  jf  )t<i  lyhich. 
k  had  beeu  determined. to  xacvytke  iFi(mn^e(}>;  ,7ih^Miefl 
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reputed,  and  vitnesled  a.  scene  the  most  distfesaiog. 
Aronnd  the  huUdiag,  irbose  interior  mu  .crowded  witix 
the  woanded,  lay  a  number  of  poor  fellows  in  the  greateM 
agony,  not  only  from  the  anguish  of  their  wounds  (many 
of  which  were  deplorable),  but  from  the  intense  beat  of 
the  sun,  which  ineieased  the  parching  fever  induced  l>y 
pain  and  loss  of  blood.  Two  fig-ftrees  alTordcd  the  soaaty 
blessing  of  a  sort  -of  shade  to  the  few  who  were  huddled 
together  beneath  their  almost  leafless  braiKbes.  Over  the 
surrounding  field  lay  s^jattered  the  fra^eiits  of  anns,  and 
military  equipments  of  every  description^^xips, -muskets, 
swords,  bayonets,  belts,  and  eartouch*boxfls  coveted  the 
ground  ;  on  which  were  also  stretched,  in  many  an  awful 
group,  the  friend  and  foe,  the  dying  and  the  dead.  The 
same  capacious  grave  soon  after  received  the  natives  of 
very  different  climes, — men  who  bad  drawn  their  first 
breath  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  or  the  Tiber ;  the 
Seine,  or  the  Vistula.  How  unaccountable  are  those 
dispensations  of  Providence,  by  which  beings,  totally  nn-r 
known  ta  one  another,  are  thus  assembled, .  from  r^ioos 
the  most  remote,  for  the  dire  purpose  of  mutual  de- 
strnction. 

'  On  ^tetlng' the  cottage  to  t^ney  the  sidly  intei^estiag 
group  within,  I  recognized,  amid  the  gloom  of  an  inhet 
apattment,  the  feBt«iie»«(4aoiGo*r  with. wltamliriak.fi)r«i 
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merly  w«U  acquainted.  On  apprMobing  .fa«  recoHected 
me,  and  pointad  ta  the  spot  whate  the  tttai  lead  bad  enr 
tettd.  I  was  happy  to  p^^ceire  that  the  voiind  vaa  not 
immediately  dangerous,  and  instantly  tendered  bira  my 
KPvioes.  The  ball  had  been  extfacted  by  a  surgeon.  He 
pneaied  my  band,  and  thanked  me,  while  in  his  dim  eye 
there  glistened  a  gratefnl  tear,  vbich  lie  turned  liis  liead 
ande  to  eonceal.  I  repeated  tlie  awunuKcs  which  lie  had 
before  reeeivsd  from  hia  suffjson,  that  faia  vouad  waa  nat 
mortal,  and  baring  adriaed  a  bleeding,  which  waa  iaaiantly 
pec£armed,  I  quitted  him,  to  ofier  my.  aerrices  to  any  of 
tboee  wound  who  might  requite  them. 

I  could  be  uac&l,  I  fomd,  to  a  great  raaof  who,  but 
£»:  my  interference  in  a  duty  and  department  not  strictly 
my  own,  might  have  reoaiaed  for  aaany  ham  in  «gu:es< 
ftive  pain. 

To  several,  a  simple  inspeetioo  of  their  wounds,  witta 
few  words  of  coMoiation,  ar  pofaips  a  little  opium,  was 
all  that  eeold  be  done  or  raoommeaded.  Of  these  biave 
men  the  bails  bad  pierced  ocgans  ffisentiaUy  ooanectad 
with  lift :  and  m  sucb  cases,  prudence  eqwdly  forbids  the 
rash  interpontiOQaf  uwTatliDg  art,  and  liie  uadeas  ndul* 
gence  of  delusive  hope. 
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On  going  over  the  house,  I  discovered,  that  by  opening  a 
door  which  led  into  a  large  space  appropriated  to  the  ope- 
rations of  the  vintage,  and  j^pmoviug  the  anpty  wine 
pipes  wliich  it  contained,  many  of  the  unfortunate  suf- 
ferers might  have  the  advantage  of  being  removed  from 
beneath  the  -burning  influence  of  the  sun.  I  inquired, 
therefore,  for  the  proprietors  of  the  dwelling,  in  order  to 
procure  Uie  keys ;  but  I  soon  found  that  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  battle  they  had  fled,  and  abandoned 
their  hoiue  to  its  fate.  I  was  accoi*dingly  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  some  of  the  pioneers,  employed  in  the  office  of 
burying  the  dead,  whose  hatchets  soon  forced  an  entrance  ; 
and  having  caused  the  contents  to  be  removed,  with  as 
little  injury  as  possible  to  the  owners,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  heath  to  be  spread  over  the  damp  floor,  I  had  as  many 
of  the  wounded  brought  in  as  the  apartment  could  con- 
tain. 

While  this  was  going  <m,  our  victorious  troops  were  re- 
turning to  their  lines,  from  the  purauit  of  the  discomfited 
foe  ;  who,  after  having  ineffectually  rallied  and  attempted 
to  retake  his  guns,  had  retired  to  the  north-east  in  great 
disorder,  and  was  hasteinng  to  regain  Torres  Vedras,  by 
the  high  road  which  leads  from  thence  to  Louririha. 

The  armed  Portuguese  peasantry,  who,  during  the  day 
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had  been  prowling  about  the  field  of  iMittle,  immolatiog  in 
•eciet  nwoy  of  their  Hounded  Gallic  oppreubis^  were 
now  call«cting  around  the  cottage.  Our.  fe^  were  awak> 
ened  for  our  wounded^  but  particularty.for  the  prisonen 
who  bad  iallen  into  our  hands ;  who,  from  a  knowledge  of 
the  di«positi4n.of  the  PoHuguese,  and  knowing  what  little 
mercy  they  had  a  right  to  expect  at  their  hands,  were 
apprehensive  of  being  butchered  during  the  night.  A 
i^iesertatioii  o(  the  laatter  :wae  .sent  to  the  camp,  and 
theapeetty  ^[>p«aran«e  of  a.subalterh's  guard,  relieved  us 
from  thiJ9  disagreeable  situation. 

- '  Another' care  remaiiied-^tfaat'of.providing  a  little  warm 
gruel,  or  80up,'for-tlie.mifortunate  suffisrers,.wh6,  parched 
with  thirst  during  the  long  day,  bad  scarcely  been  able  to 
procure  a  drop  of  water,  to  jnoisten  their  clammy  lips. '  '  A 
pooT'Highhuid  -woman,  the  wife  of  a  nonrcommissioned 
officer  of  die  7l8t  regiment,  whose  leg  had  been  amputated, 
assisted  me  in  ransacking  the  house ;  and  we  fortunately 
found  a  little  Indian  corn,  and  a  quantity  of  tallow  and 
hemp  ;  by  ineiuK  of  the  latter  we  eked  out  a  few > lamps. 
I  left  her  to  distribute  to  each  of  the  wounded  a  anall 
portion  of  the  liquid  she  had  made  fdr  them,  and  to  attend 
to  their  wants  during  the  night.  Ah  hospital  mate  was 
likewise  left  in  charge  of  them  till  the  morning,  and  not 
until  eleven  o'clock  at  P.  M.  I  lalt  them  to  proceed:  ^"^ 
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watii  the  Tillage,  accompaaied  I^  Staff  Surgeon  F*****. 
The  ni^t  vaa  so  dark,  that  it  ma  necessary  to  have 
Kcourse  to  a  Portuguese  guide.  By  this  time  the  peasantry 
had  assembled,  and  were  catouting  anuod  a  large  fire  ia 
the  neighboarhood,  boasting  to  each  other,  in  high  glee 
and  spirits,  the  nua^Mt  of  Ficnchmea  they  had  sererally 
{mt  to  death.  From  the  time  «(my  bteak&st  till  the  hour 
before  mentioned,  I  had  been  unceasingly  engaged  in  my 
pnrfesannal  arocations,  and  the  drop  of  aowr  wine  from 
ome  of  their  leathern  bottles,  vfaich  they  were  circulating 
among  each  other  with  groat  npidity,  and  which  they 
solicited  me  to  partake  of,  seemed  to  my  palate  at  that 
moment  more  grateful  than  any  Bnrgimdy  I  had  ever 
taated.  After  mauy  intieatia,  we  preivailed  oo  oae  of 
them  to  shew  us  the  road  to  Vimiere,  two  mites  dietaat. 
We  then  tmaed  oaraelTes  with  ot>e  af  the  long  poles  of 
quioee-tree  wood,  which  the  peasants  make  use  of  to 
assist  them  in  skipping  over  th*  ditches,  and  embank- 
ments of  the  vineyards. 

On  crossisg  the  fields  to  get  into  the  Lourinha  road,  I 
shuddered  as  we  iaTolontarily  stumbled  over  many  aa 
unburied  corse  of  man  and  horse.  We  found  the  road 
almost  impassable  £ram  the  number  of  tumbrils  and  artil- 
kry  waggons  of  the  enemy,  which  were  broken  down  in 
every:  direction.    Our  ears  were  saluted  on  passing  the 
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church-yard  by  the  heavy  moaning  and  exclamations  of 
the  wounded  French,  vith  whom  the  church  and  the 
cemetiy  were  crowded— JIA,  mm  Dku,  nan  Diai,  h  tmg 
cotUttJe  mmn,je  mairt.  At  length,  with  a  good  deal  of 
difficulty,  we  reached  Vimiera.  The  streeka  of  the  village 
were  cboidced  ap  by  the  long  liM  ^  Oxen-wains,  bearing 
in  irom  the  fields  the  wounded,  whose  haggard  counte- 
nances appeared  more  wretched  firom  the  glare  of  the 
torehte  -vWdi  biased  around  them,  and  increased  the 
horrors  t>f  the  impressive  scene.i ! 

Having  requested  the  Commissaiy-genetaltoaendMta^ 
bread  iadiivine  to.  the  cottage  on  the  hill,  and  taken  a 
little  nAcahmeiit,  F*^***  and  I  retirpTto  our  straw  pallets, 
eaeiplcitely  exhausted  by  the  duties  of  the  day. 
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POOR  UIOHLIMD  WOMAN.— ALAKH  AT  CAHF. — TROOFI  TURK  OUT.— 
ARBITAL  or  THE  FRBNCB  OBNEtlAL  KELLERMANN  WITH  A  rLAG  OF 
TBIICE.-~FIUKPOUT10N9  ^OR  AN  ARHAriU--'*COtOHEI.  MURRAY 
SETS  OFF  FOR  LISBON. — SIR  JOHN  HOORE'S  ARMY  ARRIVES  AT  HA- 
CBIRA.— SIR  CHARLES  COTTON  OBJECTS  TO  THE  CONTEMTIOH. 

Early  in  the  forenoon  of  yestecday  I  returaed  tctiie 
field  hospital,  in  company  with  two  other  medical  ofScers. 
Durii^  my  absence  the  souls  of  several  had  winged  their 
flight  to  "another  and  a  better  world."  On  inquiring  of 
the  sumvors  how  they  had  passed  the  night,  and  whether 
their  wants  had  been  attended  to,  they  answered,  with  one 
voice  in  the  affirmative ;  concluding  with  so  strong  an 
eulogium  on  the  poor  Highland  woman's  benevolence  and 
assiduity  towards  them,  that  it  brought  forcibly  to  my 
recollection  that  beautiful  passage  in  Marmion. 

O  womiiD,  in  oar  honn  of  ease, 
Uncertain,  coy,  and  hard  to  pleue; 
And  variable  as  the  shade 
By  the  light  qaivering  aspen  made ; 
When  pain  aod  anguish  wring  the  brov, 
A  miDiatering  ongel  thou. 

Having  discharged  my  duty  at  the  hospital,  and  taken 
a  list  of  the  corps  and  numbers  of  the  wounded,  I  pro- 
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ceeded  to  visit  a  bouse  furthec  to  the  left,  whioh  was  oc- 
cupied by  the  French  soldiery.  In  gene^  tbejr.appedi1»l 
to  be  more  desperately  wounded  Ihaa  our  mien  ;■  mmy-Q^. 
them  being  shot  in  both  legs,  besides  beiug  stabb«d  in  the 
trunk.-  ■'■:'.■-•.' 

Having  procured  a  statement  of  their  numbers,  I  was  . 
preparing  to  return  to  Vimiera,  when  several  soldiers  be- 
long'mg  to  tbepibkets,  give  the  abna  that  th«  Fn»ich 
.were  again  advancing:  A  moVing  cloud  of  4«6t  ^ittovue 
dittfaoce  was  visiUeto-the  naked  eye'^  on  th6  ..high  road 
which  kaife  from  Ton^  Vedrais  to  Louciilha ; .  aid,  .with  » 
telescope  I  6o^d  d&stitaetly  perceive  a  iwondtraUQ.'hpdy 
ofcavaliy  approacbhig.  Ourretumng  to  .Vimiera:  I  pau^d 
through  oQr  lines,  where  I  found  the  drujiks. .  b^tiiig  i  tb 
arms  and  the  troops  falling  in.  I  was  greatly  surprised,,! 
confess  to  you,  as  I  did  not  conceive  the  French  were  in 
fi  situation  to  renew  the  attack ;  uor  could  -I  suppose  they 
were  wilUng  to'  hazard '  the  liepetition  of  the  drubbiog 
wliich  tl^y  had  received  wily  thb  day  before.  Shottly  after 
my  return  to  the  villa^,  a  6ag  of  truce  was  annoimced, 
-bnnging  in.  General  Kellermstn,  iwhowias  conducted  to 
Sir  Arthur  WcUesley's  quarters^  who,-  by  the.bye^  is  now 
only  third  in  ednrmand.  Sir  Harry ' Burrard  likving  landed 
from  the  Brazen  sloop  mi  the  motiiingdf  tUe  Slst,  soon  aftcr 
4hec<MiMiwnefttifiU-of  tfae  action,  «■!  Sir  Heir  Dalrypiple 
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^t  airived  from  Gibnkar,  to  Bawme  the  comnluid  in 
chief,  '  Ib  a  Muititwle  ofcountetlots,  H,ys  the  pcovorb, 
there  is  wiidoni ;' bat  I  atronglj^  suspect  the  present  case 
will  not  fliDttmte  the  prediction  of  old.  General  Keller- 
roan  is  said  to  be  the  bearer  of  propositions  from  JuDOt 
for  an  umistice,  and  our  Generals  were  met  for  some  time 
in  debate  on  tfaesubject. 

'  tt  havitig  been  jattzi^y.  in  ocden,  that  tbe  smigr  was 
toadnuKe.aad  our  wounded  t6  be  sent  by  sea  to  Oporto, 
-together  with  the  Fiendi  oScerswho  bad  been  taken  pr>- 
JSOOCRy  I  was  charged  with  the  dutjr  of  removing  to  the 
beach  all  those  who  were  in  the  field  hospital  on  the  bill. 
The  frtiiuided  Frtnofa  soUiers  were  to  be  kft  behind  at 
Vit^ien,  under  the  care  of  same  officers  of  tbe  British 
boq>ita}4taff. 

.  About  forty  wagons,  and  a  subaltern's  guard,  were 
AkKKfbte  dispatched  to  the  hill  on  the  left;  and  towards 
auoset,  having  collected  the  wounded,  and  placed  them  on 
Jitters  in  the  cars,  we  set  off  for  the  beach ;  which  we. were 
wiaUe  to  reach  before  midni^t,  owing  partly  to  the  stu- 
'ptdity  of  the  Portuguese  peasants,  who  oooducted  us  by  a 
very  ragged  bad  road,  but  principally  to  the  slowness 
and  caution  with  which  it  was  necessary  to  proceed  with 
the  poor  feUoas;  many  of  whom  sufiticd  aennely  front. 
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the  jalt&ig  of  tbe  vietdKd  vebioles  ut  vUch  they  w«K 
placed. 

, .  On  teaduag  the  shore,  ura  found  »  muaber  of  our 
latlon,  with  lanthoim  in  their  baads,  hntily  employed  in 
rtnoving  into  the  boots  the  wounded  from  Vimieni.  It 
Wfts  Iiighly  gratifying  to  me  to  vitness  the  very  attentive 
ud  humane  manner  in  vbich  tbit  wivice  was  performed 
by  thendiind  booeftt>baartad  taa ;  iiho,  daring  the  whale 
•f  a  iraiy.dald  algbt,  vemwadingtaarlgr  up  to.the  middle 
in  the  .«a«fa  of  th*  sea.  /  Vf»t^i»»*e\y  the  wif  va&  mode- 
rate ;  and  owing  to  tbeir  great  exertions,  by  ten  o'clock 
thititormngri  bad  seed  .the  DM  bf.my  ofcacge  's&*  iSlto 
the  hMf»tBl«ki])»i^ipropri«l(id:l«t'4iheir  nKri^m. 

.  OnjmtwniagitDVimiemI^A]Mi;tb*  learandbaggageof 
theurn^  m«yiag  off  i  Brigadiet-Qcntnl  Crawford's  brin 
gnk  tlhm  being  left  lo  fceepupaownauaication  withilf 
•bor^.         ■  ■  ■  ■:  1  ■  ■  ,1  ■■J  (.1  .        ■  ;  .  . 

Our  march  from  Vimiera  bitber,  led  w  along  an  ope* 
flat  about  a  mile  in  extent,  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Ma- 
ctif^  t»H.  W  re»cbfd.**ii^lwUage,  Bienametif  wMth 
l;4S'9K«pedi)B«^  fi^W  thanmitbsigimbidi&gri^enie  dtib) 
tfmt  wM^meA* ^  ^•>rufg4d  it.biiti  th«ik  we^etytered.i' 
fiMM^f  fkmi-.ilm^  «f9W)g  «tnij#»,'4nd>littjif:  v^s!,a£ 
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which  afe  iSndy  laid  but  in  pitctm  of  corn  ianrf  and 

vineyards.  J 

Our  positiort  here  :ft  taken  upamong' some  height  in 
the  rear  of  vhich  are  two  small  villages,  the  greatei;  called 
Ramslhal,  bhe  less  Amiai^.  In  the  foifiner  Sir  Hew  Dal-i 
ryraple  has  established  his  1iead-qu«rters.  Xn  oar  front 
lies  Torres  Vedras,  from  which  -we  are  distant  aibout 
three  miWs.  The  HiHs  and  adjoining  country  are  lichly 
covered  with  line  woods;  with-' the  branched  t^'which  ouv 
soldiers  are  ejecting  huts  d>r  their  aroeoramodation. 

K  have  been  informed  wkhiii  these  two  hours;  that  a 
suspensi<Hi  of  arms  was  last  night,  conclude  be^tfen  oup 
Commander-in-Chief  and  the  French  General  Kellermann, 
for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  temi3iof:a  convention, 
by  which  the  French  are  to:  evacnate  Portugal.  <Co)oneF 
Murray,  the  quarter-maeter-general,  set.  ofF  early  this- 
morning  for  Lisbon,  to  communicate  the  articles  of  the 
suspension  to  Sir  Charles  Cotton,  who  commands  the 
fleet  off' the  Tagns;    i  .  .  ... 

The  little  rirer  Sisera,  wMbif  runs  past  Torres'  Vedfas^ 
forms  the  line  of  demarcation  betw^n^  tlie  hostile  armies 
Torres  Vedras  itself  is  not  to  be  occupied  by  either  party, 
and  forty-eight  hours*  notice  ittUat  be  given  before  bostili- 
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ties  can!  rtcommeooe.    Ties  i8:the.sHb|!taoceof  the  in- 
formation I  have. been  aUe  t«-coUeot;.  .  .  ^ 

25tfa.-^oloiiel  Murr^  leturae^.  latf  Qlght,  and  it  is 
Tumoured  this  inorning,  iiiat,  serioiu  objections  respect- 
ing the  convention,  have  been  statted  by  Sir  Charles 
Cotton. 

.  Yesterriayeveningintfilti^^ioe  waajjiiobgbt  tocatnptbat 
Sir  John  Moore's  amy.  (vfaos^  arjcivi^  we  have  been  im- 
pacting many  days),  bad  reached  the  bay  of  Bd[aceira ; 
and  I  this  morning  rode  down.to  the  shore,  with  tlie  in- 
tention of  visiting  my  friend  F»*»*,  who  ig  attadied  to 
thatarnjy.  Oo  reaching  ithe.kBdH^-rphiCe.  :t  fi>U9d.. the 
suif  9o :  gi;»t,  that  no  boat  could  come,  a^boi?  untii  the 
turn  of  the  tide»  which  took  pboe  in  k&»  than  an  hoar» 
when  I  observed  two  boats  cow'ii^  toward?  j^hA  l{W^t,.A|^ 
rising  on  orie  or  two  waves,  and  pulling  hastily  on  their 
oars,  the  first  boat  broached  broadside  to,  and-  in  an 
instant  was  precipitated  head-foremost  into  the  waves. 
All  of  us  who  were  on  the  beach  went  immediately  to 
their  assistance,  and  they  were  soon  brought  ashore, 
with  no  other  inconvenience  than  a  few  bruises  and  wet 
jackets. 

The  Deal  boatmen  appear  to  understand  the  manage- 
e2 
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meat  of  boatt  in  -a  surf  bettor  than  any  awn  I  hare  tvet 
met  with.  They  seldom  or  «e«r  meet  with  such  an  acci» 
dent.  Their  practice  is  not  to  pull  their  oars  quick  when 
in  the  surf,  but,  by  a  tOAK  paddling  motion,  prevent  the 
-boat  from  broaehingtoo,  while  the  action  of  the  iraves 
heaves  .them  on  the  shore. 

The  mischance  which  had  just  be&llen  the .  first  boat, 
made  the  crew  of  the  second  hesitate  iar.  a  while,  whether 
they  would  attempt  a  debarkation.  They  did  attempt 
on^^they  followed  their  companions'  track,  and  were  ali 
sousad  in  tke  nine  nuootr. 

In  the  irst  boait  were  two  officers,  oae  of  whom  was 
<?aptaln'Min«r,  Qeaatl  Clinton's  aid-de-camp,  the  other 
Mr.  ^Bradford,  vhaptaa  io  Mm  ibices,  who,  aflxr  drying 
theiuetvo  )a  the  am,  lOde  with  us  to  the  caap. 
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LETTER  V. 

THE  FIELD  OF   BATTLK  OF  FIHIBRA.— FRENCH   MODES  OF  ATTACK.*^ 
8HRAPNELL  shells!— RUMOUBS    AT    CAMP    RESPECTING  THE  NBGO- 

■TIATION.-^^AHIMNe    OF  SIR  JOHN  MOORE's   ARMT. BRITISH  ARMT 

INBFB«TBt>  BY  SIR  HEW   |>AbflYMF|.B.f-t4«HJii|Al4  .OROBBB. 

Amiat,  August  ttlh. 
1  TBSTERDAv  Todc  to  Vjmiera,  and -made  »  sketch  of 
the  ield  of.battk,  finin  the  spot  when  I  atood  at  the  b*. 
ginaing  of  the  nigagemtot.  I.  shall  forward  it  to  3100  with 
tbU  letter,  that  by  referring  to  it  you  ouy  be  the  better 
enabled  to  undfntand  tJk*  abort  description  I  ban  gifcn 
of  the  scene. 

In  the  oentrei  of  the  drawing  is  represented  the  village 
of  Vibiieni  to  the  soatfawaid  of  which,  beyond  the  two 
Wiadvills,  are  posted  the  brigada  of  Brigadiers-Gensral 
Fane  and  Anstruther,  who  are  fordsg  the  enemy  to  retreat 
to  the  woods;  while  a  party  of  French  is  seen  advancing 
by  the  vall^  to  the  left  of  the  village,  and  are  opposed  to 
Brigadier-GeiKial  Acland's  brigade.  This  corps  is  at  this 
moment  paMiag  through  the  valley  to  arrive  at  the  heights, 
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on  which  stands  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  near  -the  brigade 
of  heavy  artilleiy  hitely  brought  up  from  the  valley,  and 
which,  by  a  well-directed  fire,  are  flanking  the  column  of 
French  opposed  to  Brigadier-General  Acland.  On  the 
left  is  the  twenty-ninth  regiment,  the  rear  of  Gener^  Fer- 
guson's column.  At  the  head  of  the  valley  stands  a  small 
village  named  Toledo  (from  the  high  grounds  1}eyond 
which  Junot  viewed  and  directed  the  action) ;  and  in 
the  remote  distance  to  the  right,  lie  the  heights  of 
Toires  Vedras. 

In  riding  over  the  fi^dds  about  Yimiera,  I  found  the 
atmosphere  completely  irffe(;ted  by  the  dreadful  feffliivia J 
arising  from  the  bodies  of  the  debd.  I  observed  the  vul- 
tures, which  abound  in  Hits  country,,  busily  employed  in 
removing  the  sandy  soil; :  in  whi(^  tbey  had  been  in- 
terred. .    I 

The  village  is  quite  deserted,  except  by  the  fbedical 
officers,  who  are  left  to  superintend  the  <  voundied  pri- 
soners. The  latter  amount  to  330>  and  are  acoomin«daUd 
In  the  clmrch  and  adjoining  houses. 

The  attack  made  by  the  French  on  the  17tfa,  di^red  in 
an  important  particular  from  ibat  of  tfte'filst.  In  the  bat- 
tle' of  Roleia  they  advanced  in  eahefion, '  \vbite  at  Vimiera 
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tlKir  ordor  of  attadk  via  in  column.  Tlie  former  mode  is 
leckoned  the  most  destrtictive,  and  difficult  to  oppose ; 
though  to  the  latterthey  appear  to  tetve  of  Isle  grren  a 
preference,  in  their  wars  with  Austria  and  Prussia.  The 
veiy.  superior  maoner-in  which<  Sir  Arthur  WeUeshy  made 
his  dispositions  was  Auch.  at  completely,  to  foil  the  French 
in  iherr  repeated  atttenpts/  to:  execute  the. orders  of 
Junot,  which  were^— f'  tO'driye  the  Eoglisli  into  the  sea.'-' 

<  The  &Ai«pn'eil'  shelfe-w<erevnlentioned>  in  ioy^  accbdsft  of 
the  battle  of  Vimiera,  but' I 'ought  toha-vie-told  you,  at 
thcr  sarnie  time.  £hat  il^/Vet«  inviebted  by  a  colonel  of 
the  royitl'  artillery,  wbosje.  name  they  bear.  £ach  Bbell 
contains  aAwye  liOO  nnuket^balb  >  aBd;theyt^  J3rm«d  so 
as  to  explode  at  a  given  distaocej  when  they  produce  a 
most  destructiveeffectc  ■  .Indeed.,  inany  officers  are  of  o^h 
moo,  thatihouid  their  cokii[VoiikioB  ever  become  goiemlly 
Imown,  they  ^ould  pgpodueelamabcrial  change  ib  modem 
tactics.  I^mcerdy- hope,  therefore,  that  theadranti^et 
derivable  from  this  most  importanMnventionwiUlonf^re^ 
main  exclusively  our.ovm.. 

We  are  at '^tMs  moment  in  ff-st^e  of  gr^iU;  siis^nse  re- 
specting thie  negotiation ;  -  a^d  iii  the  absence  of  all  au- 
thentic particulars,-  we  are  amused  at  camp-wtth'a  variety 
ot  contradictory,  reports.  AccoMing  to  the  latest  of  tbese,.^ 
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pur  Conwnwidfi^iQ-Chiff  has  fixed  a  texm  to  tiK  annu* 
%ke,  in  case  Juoot  should  persist  in  his  proposals  relative 
to  the  Ruasian  fleet*      i 

In  the  mean  time,  Sir  John  Moore's  army  oontlimes  to 
land  as  promptly  as  the  immeaie  sirell  and  heavy  ^smf  will 
permit.  Unfortunately  many  boats  hare  been  aiwampt, 
and  several  lives  lost  in  this  precarious  anrrice.    . 

.  In  the  evening  of  yeaterday^  t^  whole  of  Hm  lane,  cbn- 
sisting  of  nearly  30,000  men, I  ttimefl  out  under  arouu  for 
the  inspection  of  Sir  Hew  Dafa-ynpfe-  Tlie  iweatlMr'  was 
Aelightfiil,  and  the  cm^d'eeii  truly  vbagnhicait.  Our  gaily 
dreeaed  troops,  extending  two  miles  -in  open  column, 
wbededip  an  uiidaht  into  line,  the  various  bands  struck 
up'tlie  Atvooriten&tionalairof*^  God  save  the  King,"  and 
the  echoes  of  the  pin&'Clad  bills  returh^  the  clang  of 
presented  arms.  Home,  in  his  tragedy  of  Douglas,  has, 
with  great  propriety  and  beauty,  described  a  similar  scene 
in  tbe  following  lines  ti-^ 

The  selling  sun 
With  yellow  radiance  lighten'd  all  the  vale, 
Aml-Bf  ikt  wHri^a  moved, ieoiok  iwKili'd  Mtn,' 
jCorslet,  or  spear,  .glanc'd  back  his  gilded  beams :  . 
The  bill  (hey  climb'd,  and  hatting  at  ile  top    ' 
Of  nore  tbao  titorlal  «n,  itow'ring  tbey.  Moii'd 
4n  host  angelic,  clad  in  iHirnjngarpig. . 
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Evety  eye  «eBn«d  to  CKprest  regret  as  the  g»Ua»t  Si* 
Mother  Welt^ley  rode  along  tiie  raidu,  and  ptiblklf  re-i 
gi^d  tbe  fT"-~'"l  of  his  VietoribM  Mop*  to  th«  XieD- 
^omBt-Gcnemx  al  Gibraltar.      Adi£«. 

I  sbaU  inbjoin  to  this  )Mta^  a  copy  of  the  general  orders, 
whiidi  have  tjaa  day  been  issued  by  Lieutenant-Geoeral 
Sir  Hew  Dalrymple. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Bead-quarltrit  Ramalftai,  21th  Aug.  1808. 

PAROLE PORTUGAL. 

The  rapid  and  skilful  march,  performed  by  the  army 
commanded  by  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley, 
marked  in  its  progress  by  the  talent  of  the  General,  and 
the  gallantry  of  the  troops,  and  terminated  by  a  victory 
greatly  glorious  to  both,  seemed  to  hare  accomplished  the 
immediate  object  in  view,  without  further  operation  in  the 
field. 

Should  that  expectation  be  disappointed,  the  army  will 
again  advance,  greatly  augmented  by  the  arrival  of 
troops,  much  more  valuable  from  their  composition  than 
their  numbers ;  and  if  by  this  means  there  will  remain 
less  opportunity  for  the  army  at  large  to  acquire  renown. 
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by  the  encounter  of  an  enemy  so  greatly  inferior  in  force, 
there'  wilt  be  greater  occasion  to  display  patience  and 
cheerfulness,  under  such  privations  as  the  exhausted  state 
of  the  country,  and  other  circumstances,  must  necessarily 
produce. 

(Signed)        H.  Clintow. 

Adjutant-General. 
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LETTER  VI 

THE  BRITISH  ARMY  '  PRUTECDS  TO  TORRES  VEDRAS.  —  COLONEL 
HURRAY  RETURNS  TROM  USB.-"!  WITH  THE  DEFINITIVE  CONVEN- 
TION—IT  IS  RATIFIED  BY  SIR  UEW  DALRYHFLE AND  TERMINATES 

'  THE  CAMPAIGN  IN  POBTUGAL.-t^BNBRAL  HOSPITAL  SSTABLISflBD 
AT  TORRES  VBDRAS. 

Torres  Vedras,  1st  Sept.  1808. 

-  Genebal  Wbllkslky,  on  the  morning  of  the  27thi 
moved  on  from  Kam^bal  with  liis  division,  to. occupy 
some  heights  close  to  this  town.  The  main  body  followed 
on  tlte  30th,  in  the  contemplation,  as  I  conceive^  of  the  re- 
commencement of  hostilities. 

.  Colonel  Murray  returned  yesterday  from  Lisbon,  with 
the  definitive  xxtnvention,  which  has  been  so  long  nego- 
tiating, for  the  evacuation  of  this  country  by  the  French 
army.  It  has  at  length  been  ratified  by  Sir  Hew  Dal- 
rymple,  the  Commander-in-Chief ;  and  Lord  Proby  has 
set  loS  for  Lisbou,  with- the  counterpart  for  Junot.  Ttie 
basis.df  jt,  according  to  repOTt  is,  that  the  French  shall 
bare  perminsioh  to  retain  their  arms,  and  that  we  are  to 
f2 
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procure  ships  to  convey  them  with  an  unlimited  quantitjr 
^f  baggage,  to  France.  It  therefore  bears  a  resemblance 
to  the  treaty  by  which  the  French  army  was  permitted  to 
evacuate  Egypt.  Should  it  be  so,  it  is  no  difficult  task  to 
foreteLbow  it  will  be  reoeiTed  in  England,  after  the  public 
expectation  shall  have  been  so  highly  raised  by  the  biil- 
haat  victories  of  Roleia  uid  Vimiera. 

Some  extraordinary  reports  are  in  circulation  reepecUng 
the  conclusion  of  the  latter  of  these  battles.  It  is  said, 
that  bad  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  been  permitted  to  follow 
the  tendency  of  his  own  judgment,  the  campaign  in  Por- 
tugal would,  in  all  probability,  have  terminated  as  glo- 
riously for  tbe  British  arms  as  it  had  commenced. 

It  is  said  to  have  been  Sir  Arthur's  decided  opinion, 
that  the  French  army  ought  to  have  been  pursued,  in  its 
retreat  by  the  five  brigades  on  the  left  wing  of  the  army, 
wbile  the  three  br^adee  on  the  right,  commanded  by 
Mi^or-Oeneral  Hill,  and  Brigadiersi-General  Fane  and 
Anstruther,  ought  to  bave  been  pushed  on  to  tbe  heights 
around  this  town,  a  position  very  strong,  and  which  they 
0uist  have  reached  hefovt  Junot  could  come  up  with  tbe 
broken  remains  of  his  troops.  In  &ct,  the  brigades  on 
tius  right  wei«  conaiderably  nearer  to  Torres  Yedraa  (as 
the  cffow  flies),  than  tht  French.    Had  this  measure  been 


y  Google 


•dopM,  JuQot  mmt  9ith«r  bne  taken  another  and  clr> 
cuitona  road  to  t<iaban,  or  b«  mvtat  hava  fought  a  second 
battle  in  the  defiles  near  this  town,  which  would  most 
likely  baT«eo4adiBtbewttiTOdestro.ctionafhisarniy.  In 
tbi*  opinion,  Sir  Afthvf  Wellesley  was  overruled  by  Sir 
Jiiury  Butrard,  who  alleged  a*  reasons  for  his  divient,  the 
reduced  state  o(  owr  sniall  body  of  cavalry,  ^ai  th« 
wretched  condition  of  the  artillery  horses. 

Nw  milU  est  ts«(w  «oiipime»  lite. 

Yet  1  must  observe,  that  In  general  the  ofiBoers  seem  to 
regret  that  Sr  Arthur  Wdlesley's  advice  was  not  followed ; 
and  every  account  which  ve  have  since  had  respecting  the 
miserable  plight  in  which  the  French  troops  ent«%d  this 
town  alter  their  defeat,  proves  the  justness  of  the  grounds 
upon  which  Sir  Arthur  bad  formed  his  decision.  All  this 
will  be  hnown  in  Kngland  eie  long,  and  will  no  doubl 
afford  ample  matter  of  speculation  for  youi  Military  an^ 
politioal  fi(Mmiwf  for  many  days  to  oome. 

The  campaign  in  this  country  may  therefore  be  consi- 
dered as  now  brought  to  a  termination,  and  the  next  ope- 
rations of  the  army  in  Portugal  will  consist  in  drawing  a 
cordon  round  Lisbon,  to  superintend  the  embarkation  of 
the  French  troops. 
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Report. says,  that  we  are  then  to  direct  our  march  tO;* 
wards  Spain,  and  to  give  our  assistance  to  the  Spani^trds. 

There  are  two  routes  from  hence  to  Lisbon :  one  by 
Cobral  de  Monte  Garee,  the  otlier  by  Mafra.  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley  set  off  yesterday  by  the  former,  and  Sir  .Hew 
Dalrymple  will  remove  this  day  his  head  quarters  to  the 
latter. 

I  remain  here  to  superintend  the  establishment  of  a 
general  hospital,  which  is  now  indispensably  requisite,  as 
the  numbers  on  the  sick  list  have  increased  considerably 
within  these  few  days.  This  I  attribute  chiefly  to  the 
torrents  of  rain  which  have  fallen  since  the  date  of  my 
last  letter,  and  inundated  the  huts  of  the  soldiers,  who 
have  had  no  opportunity  of  drying  their  clothes.  In  spite 
of  all  the  silly  clamour  which  has  lately  been  raised  against 
the  establishment  of  general  hospitals,  their  utility  is 
great,  and  with  men  on  service,  undeniable.  The  French 
attempted  to  do  without  them  at  the  beginning  of  the  last 
war,  but  the  experiment  failed.    Adieu. 
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LETTER  VII. 

i.-VrOKTai    POUTOGUESE   CLERGYMAN. — A  SERIOUS    L089.— ANTIQDITT 

OP  TORRES  VEDRA8. ITS  ROMAN  ORIGIN  DOUBTFUI.. COMTBST  DB 

LA  GRAZU. — A4UE0DCT. — ROHAMTIC  KHTIROMS. 

Termi  Vedras,ath  Sept.  1808. 
'  I.EUBBACB  the  opportanity  afforded  by  my  friend  Y's 

•return  to  England,  to  acquaint  you:  that  I  am  well ;  and 
as  happy  as  my.  anxiety  for  letters  from  you  will  permit. 
My  situation  here,  is  by  no  means  unpleiasant,  haviug'  been 

«o  fortunate  as  to  form  an  acquaintance  with  a  very  worthy 
Portuguese  clergyman,  named  Bertrancl,  who  has  invited 
me  to  reside  in  his  house.  There  are  two  other  English 
officers  under  his  roof;  and  as  the  old  gentleman  speaks 
French  fluently,  we  make  up  a  sociable  ^ar^ic  ^uorr^. 

My  stay  here  is  likely  to  be  of  sliort  duration,  for  thfe 
moment  a  generalhospital  can  be  fortoed  at  Lisbon,  aU 
the  sick  under  my  care  are  to  be  removed  thither. 

As  I  make  you  acquainted  with  all  my  little  disirenes, 
I  must  not  omit  to  tell  you,  that  I  am  now  depkiring '  the 
loss  of  a  most  excellent  muie,  which  isome  body  took  the 
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liberty  of  appropriating  to  himself,  the  day  after  my  arri- 
val here.  I  regret  the  animal,  not  solely  for  the  seventy 
dollars  I  had  given  for  him  only  two  days  before ;  but  on 
his  own  account,  as  he  "wai,  as  &r  as  I  know,  the  most 
gentle  and  tractable  of  his  species.  I  had  promised  myself 
many  a  contemplative  and  pleasant  excursion  in  his  com- 
pany, among  tke  pioturesque  aad  romantic  soeneiy,  tit  the 
midst  of  which  I  am  now  situated.  In  short,  I  lament 
him  pretty  nearly  as  much  as  Sancho  did  his  ass:  and 
although  1  do  not  exactly  wish  that  be  may  CKdbnger  the 
nogu^tt  neck  wlio  deprived  Hie  <^  him,  it  oertaiiily  is  no 
want  of  charity  to  indulge  a  hope  that  he  me^  not  have 
much  «iirioyme(nt  in  his  new  inquisition.  But  here  I  m«ftt 
flay  with  fUcine,  "  -arrete,  ma  piume :"  and  I  trust  you 
will  eKOuse  this  ebntivbiDn  of  my  chagrin. 

I  here  tread  on  classic  ground ;  this  town  is  one  of  the 
oldest  in  {^rtogal ;  it  is  finely  'seated  on  a  rising  eminenoe 
nearly  in  the  midst  of  a  valley,  tlirough  which  flows  a  pur- 
^ng  ^treaai,  named  Sisera,  whose  banks  are  coreped  with 
aMers  mid  aspennleaved  poplars.  A  ruinous  castle,  which 
appears  to  be  of  Moorish  origin,  still  nods  on  the  summit 
of  a  small  hilt,  and  overlooks  the  valley  and  town.  The 
acese  lus  been  hallowed  by  the  Muse  of  Camoens,  who 
tn  his  immortal  epic,  when  emunerating  the  conquests  o( 
Alpbonso,  Henriquez  proceeds : 
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"  WI>«  liitkon'.  l€m«  lii*)ci!  ftd  IiKiiii  fell, 
Whaj  fort,  what  rampart  might  hi*  anns  repel  1 
Esfremadura's  region  owns  bim  lord^ 
AaA  TV>un  rs>«M  Imk  iKKUk  Us  •mri.'' 

MicKLs'a  Ldhad,  BMik  iii, 

.  DiHBDiiricr,  in  hit  £tat  ds  Portogid,  nwct|,  thqt  thit 
torn  msfarmarly  a  Soman  pnnidiuiu.  Of  tUis«piin<MI 
«s  oanobonitiret  praob  <xut  at  the  fteaati  imf ;  as  tben 
arena  jeaudw  of  Bamu>.aiitii{uit]i  i*  fas  found  is  tb* 
town  or  neighbourfaood. 

The  hooaes  are  mean  and  niuwiis ;  thejr  contain  a  po- 
pafaiU<itiaat:aiocMdiiig^«,M&'iiiinbiianti.  ¥omt  ckmOIbi, 
as  nwn^.  anWnlt,  and  one  Imapiht;  otuntitute  til*  {aMir 
buii£n^    .'  ..... 

The  cosTent  de  la  Grana,  hehMiging  t9  tlie  AogaMiUe 
order,  now  contains  our  field  hospital.  Their  church,' 
which  is  bandsooH,  and  covmed  «iili  •  pwAdoii  of  gJU- 
ing  and  some  miserable  paintings,  is  nov  converted  into  a 
Commissariat  store. 

Torres  Vedras  is  supplied  with  water  by  means  of  asmall 
aqueduct  of  white  marble,  which  collects  the  springs  on  a 
hill  about  half  a  mile  to  the  eastward  of  the  town.  The 
aqueduct,  in  its  course,  throws  arches  over  the  Siser^  and 
the  road  leading  to  Lisbon  by  Cobral  de  Monte  Goree.  I 
frequently  amuse  myaelf  in  sketching  the  romantic  ap- 
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proaches  to  the  town,' and  shaU  now  send  you  a'  view  of 
the  castle  as  it  appears  from  the  north-east. .  In  the  fore- 
ground, which  is  a  fo^«$t  coMpoied  of  pineasters  &nd  sea- 
pines,  I  have  endeavoured  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  pic- 
turesque appearance  of  our  army,  hutted  beneath  the  lop- 
piiig^  of  thes6  trees.*  Behind  the  castle  appear  some  very 
high  groundsj  clothed  with  vineyards  to  their  summit ; 
beyojid  which  are  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic,  and  the  little 
harbour  of  Porto  Novo, 

,  These  moiibtains  aboand:With.  veins  of  the  most  beau- 
tiliil  marble ;  of  which  I  afaaJl  endeavour  to  send  you  a 
few  specimens.    I  hope  to  hear  from  you  soon.    Adieu. 


-  *  JPuau  pinea' titti  pimi$  tnarHima  Genx^.'  The  frnvt  of  the  fwHWi  bee 
coatains  ft  pleasant  kernel,  resembling  that  of  the  pistachio  nut.  It  is  com' 
fiionty  ealen  in  Portngal  and  the  southern  parts  of  Europe,  where  this  tree 
abooods.     In  Ital;  it  is  genenUj  knovn  by  the  luine  of  (he  Italian  pine.  ' 
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LETTER  VIII. 

'  CONTAINS  A  JOVRKA-L  OF  TKS  VROCEEDIHQ8  OT  SIR  ARTHUR  WELLES- 
LEY'S  army,  from  its  LAHDINQ  AT  FIOUERAS  TILL  ITS  ARRITAL 
AT  riMIERA. 

Torres  Vtdras,  lOth  September,  1808.  - 

SnCH  is  the  sameness  of  the  life  I  lettd  here,  that  it 
coold'not  afford  you  aiiy  amusement  were  I  to  describe  it. 
'I  shall  therefore  .transcribe  'a  joiitnal  which  I  have  received 
ftom  a  friend,  who  landed  at  Figuera&withSir  Arthur  Wel- 
lesley;  andtwhich  will  put  you  in.possessioii  of  the  histoiy 
of  the  campaign,  previously  to  iny  arrival  in  this  cpuntryi 
-     ■    r  ■    .  ■     '■  ■.'.■■..''.    i-"'H';i 

I  sbail  wiiUi  tu  yuii  o^^i  in  a  few  days. — Adieu. 

.   ,        -■  t        ■  ■      ' ' 

Jotimal  of  the  evetUa  which  occurred  Jivm  the  landing  of  Sl^ 

Arthur  Wkllebley'a  Army  at  Flgueras^  .  ^ 

On  Tuesday  the  9th  of  August,  1808,^  at  four  o'clock 
A.  M.  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Sir  Arthur  Wel- 
lesley  landed  at  F^ueras ;  after  having  retnained  there  for 
Mome  time,  waiting  the  arrival  of >  Qehefal  Spencer,  who 
•     •  0  2 


,  Google 


44  Ci-Kt^XtX  J«  roSTBCili 

hovQ  in  sight,  from  Cadiz,  on  the  7th.  The  army, 
joined  by  this  reinforcement,  commenced  its  march 
towards  Lisbon,  and  arnved  at  the  village  of  St.  Jean  de 
Rue  at  two  o'clock  the  same  day,  vhete  they  halted 
for  that  night.  No  Articular  oecartence  took  place  on 
the  march.  The  tr«)ops  reached  their  resting  place  in 
good  order,  and  apparently  withont  mach  &tigue.  ' 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  they  quitted  St.  Jean  de 
Rue,  and  took  up*  &  position  ds  before,  in  the  open  air, 
Ob  the  adwi|i%g«t>ut  Mgblfe  IrhidiswroundtlK  town  of 
X<eyri«.  MtB^-rfSevemi  Fefgmou'a.  brigade,  and  Brigitr 
di9^-£rm«r«J;  TttBt'\>i,  )in<»4ed.tbe  maia  oolurah  df  thfe 
itmt  MV/itigi:  itXwdtjto  U/ib.'  On  bn;  arrinai  theit 
TKfottmli  ;s  liMetNSfmth  tbdn,  We  iEiiml  the  inliai. 
bHonta  of  this  lofwii  in^nkt/toiiatariiBtion.  test  the  Freadi 
should  rerisit  them.  General  Ferguson,  indeed,  had 
ibnnd  .feitfi  jAiM«;  qlnboH  (Icsivrttiilr':  X^ 'Ft<ciicii  badobly 
eracnated  it  a  few  days  before  our  arrival,  and  we  were 
informed,  had,  at  the  distance  of  but  a  few  miles,  a  force 
of  from  five  to  six  thousand  men,  under  the  command  of 
General  Laborde.  Sir  Arthur  and  his  staff  were  lodged 
in  the  bishop's  palace,  a  very  extensive  building.  ; 

Leyria  is  a  fine  taiTiii  and  tii«  aano^  which  sutroiteds 
it'  is  very  beaiitifiit.,  /  Qo  aneniaiiKe  iiear  {im  town  is 
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IWMeient  castle,  boUt  by  ikt  ICoati).  Lfljnm  <>  distaat 
MnstttflB  bsgnes  K.  H .  E.  Asm  Liabapi 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  the  day  of  our  quittin|; 
XejrriA,  4lute  Freach  pritonelm  wore  bratigbt  ia  by  a 
^ty'off  artUgttMe  dragoon  (Km  Thomlr,  a  tomi  *b«« 
three  leiguea  4wti(at  troo  Ijeyiiia,  add  tvetitf-Oae  leagiils 
^.  E.  fraw  Lubo*.  The  French,  it  appeaiedi  had  ant 
■fi  pkt>y  aCits  vt  tin  bundled  iden,  tb  pillitge  Thomw, 
JWid  «ek'for  |iroriiiori>.  They  bad  >eft  there  two  pertom 
aUuHiM  to  then^  commisariat  tiepartment,  with  a  v^ 
«li|htaacart:to  see  them  safe  but  of  the  town,  with  some 
cart-toads  of  bread  ;  which  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  Portuguese  troops,  a  party  of  their  dragoons  dashed 
iat^  the  plaeei,  and  took  tfaem  prisoneis.  The  Freoch- 
mea  appeared  delighted  at  being  delireml  over  to  the 
£Dgli;bi  'W«  gun«fl  but  litCI«  iilformatioii  from  tiiese 
.Bien.  ;      ' 

'  As  we  advanced  to  Calveria,  our  halting-place  for  the 
^^t,  reports  of  the  F^nch  army  being  at  no  great  dia^ 
■tuKe  tiotn  us  beciame  ^ery  prevajent.  The  troops  having 
lakin  <»p  thenr  g^owid  to  the  right,  in  the  front  of  the 
Vilbtge,  Sir  Arthur,  at  tba  bead  of  the  light  troops,  aoit 
a  party  ^  «aivalry ,  adTanced,  in  order  to  reconnoitre  the 
Fjoaoh  yottlion.  We  4eanit  ia  tbe  tf»me  «€  the  day,  that 
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Our  army  might  the  next  morning  expect  to  be  opposed 
"by  the  enemy  at  apass'  of  some  difficulty,  a  few  miles  in 
adTance.  on  our  roail  to  Alcobaza.  ' 

A  Portuguese,  supposed  to  be  a  spy,  was  brought  be- 
£6re  the  General.  His  "guilt  was  so  evident,  that  Sr  Arthur 
threatened  to  hang  him  next 'mcnning,  unless  he  gave  a 
:'trae  account  of  all  he  knew  respecting  the  French  posi- 
.t»on.  He  then  informed  us,  that  the  French  army,  under 
>Ijaborde,  were  in  possession  of  Alcobaza ;  that  theyoccu- 
pied,  above  .the  town,  a  small  Moorish  castle,  with  the 
'different  surrounding  heights,  but  had  no  Iroops  in  the 
valleys.' 

-  On  the  I4th  we  left  Calveria,  fully  persuaded  we  sh«uM 
have  to  dispute  with  the  enemy  some  difficult  passes, 
which  lay  in  our  road.  Sir  Arthtir  had  formed  his  troops 
into  two  distinct  columns,  to  proceed  by  different  routes. 
Alt  the  light  infantry,  and  a  party  of  Portuguese  and 
English  cavalry,  making  a  strong  advanced  guard,  were 
to  feel  their  way,  as  well  as  to  protect  that  part  of 
the  artillery  which  marched  at  the  head  of  the  tw« 
columns.  Sir  Arthur  and  his  staff  marched  infrontof  th^ 
leading  column,  occasionally  placing  himseff  at ''the  head 
of  a  small  party  of  light  troops  and  ■  cavalry  to  recon- 
liGitre.    We  thus  continued  our  march,  till  we  arrived  at 
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Atcobozft,  and  without;  meeting  an  enemy.  We  entered 
tfae  town  with  colours  flying  and  bands  playing,  amidst 
the  shouts  from  the  inhabitants  of  "  Viva  I'IngHtera,'* 
Sec.  Sec.  ;         ., 

'  We  learnt  on  our  march  this  day,  at  a  vUl^e  about- 
three  miles  from  Alcobaza,  tliat  the  French,  afteV  having 
recQnnoitered  pur  position  on  th6  night  of  the  13th,  had^ 
immediately  retired  with  their  army  in  great  haste  towards 
Lisbon;  but  do  one  seemed  to  know  the  exactiplace^to 
which  they  had  retired.  On  our  arrival  at  Alcohaaa,  where 
■we  took  up  our  quarters^'  we  learnt  that  the.  French  had 
moved  off  froim  Alcobafea,  with,  four  thousand  men,  to 
Ofaidos.  The  convent  of  Alcobaza  is  one  of  the  largest  in 
Portugal;  it  eontains  from  15&  to  200  monks.  The 
church  attached  to  the  convent  is  most  inagni^cent.  The 
French  took  ^m  this  church  two  tons  of  silver*  in  lamps 
and  otherdecorations.'  The  great  gate  of  this  church,  is 
one  of  the  most  curious  specimens  of  Gothic  architec- 
ture'I  have  seen.  The  interior  of  it  is  also  very  'fine. 
I^reviously  to  its  being  plundered  fay  the  French,  it  con- 
teiawd  the  most'co^y  decorations  of  any  church  in  the 
kingdom: 
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Catdcst  the  16(A  of  August. 

We  quitted  Alcobazs  OD  the  I4tfa,  proceeding  on  our 
march  to  Catdw ;  and  eveiy  step  we  took  confirmed  us  in 
(wr  Opiaian.  that  the  day  cttaU  not  pasa  without  an 
actio*.  The  enemy  had  made  their  retreat  frtan  Aloobaoat 
in  ao  pMeipitate  a  wwamir,  that  they  hw)  left  iMid)sturb««^ 
abiidge  over  »  ravine,  which  we  had  to  past:  had  w!^ 
fonnd  this  bridge  in  any  Wagr  dsnagtd,  oar  pragxess  woultt 
hare  been  greatly  iraperied.  They  kbo  left  behiatl  Ih^ 
liwo  waggons,  wfainh:  were  tended  with  atocca  and  sutgiwl 
instntmenli).  Baron  Ttipp,  who  was  s^t  forwards  to  le-, 
connoitre,  followed  the  enemy  abnnat  isito  Caldaa ;  an) 
Sir  Artbnt,  tseliiig  hit  way  with  tfa«  light  traapsi  cnttreS 
it  without  oppositioB. 

-  Haring  mariicd  out  tfae  ground  for  thn  mam  Mdy '  o£ 
the  army  to  take  up  its  position  just  bqfond  the  towno 
Sir  Arthur  left  the  light  inbntiy,  udder  the  somtntnd  of 
Generals  Spencer  and  Fane,  with  ordws  to  «Datinaea^ 
Tancing  till  they  discovered  if  the  eaewy  had  possHSslwa  «f 
a  fortress,  which  was  seen  at  about  two  miles  distadst  ftnm 
the  road,  on  the  Lisbon  side  of  Caldas. 

Owing  to  some  misapprehension,  a  party  of  the  uine- 
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ty-fifth  and  sixtieth  regiments  advanced  beyond  the  post 
they  were  intended  to  have  occupied.  The  consequence 
was>  they  were  attacked  by  a  detachment  of  the  French, 
much  superior  in  numbers  to  their  own>  aided  by  the 
imemy's  whole  rear  guard  of  IJOO  men ;  and  we  were 
surprized  while  at  dinner,  with  the  arrival  of  Captain 
-  r£Uiot,  wbo  informed  us,  that  the  enemy  had  attacked 
our  advanced  poets  with  considerable  advantage. 

;  Before  we  could  get  to  the  scene  of  action,  this  skir- 
tnisb  wias  over,;  and  the  next  morning,  on  visiting  the 
lines  with  the  Commander-in'-Chief,  it  appeared  that  our 
'loss  consisted  of  from  twoity  to  twenty-five  men.  The 
-French  having  retr^ted  altffl- this  afiiEiir,  we  took  up  our 
-advanced  posts  at  Obidos. 

Caldas  is  famous  for  its  natural  warm  mineral  baths. 
They  have  a  strong  sulphureous  smell,  and  the  water 
iias  a  metallic  taste.  The  Royal  Family  and  Court  of 
Portugal  annually  resort  to  this  place,  for  the  benefit  of 
bathing.  Caldas  is,  however,  but  a  mean  town,  and  ill ' 
calculated  for  the  reception  of  a  court,  or  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  any  country.  The  house  we  occupy  was 
the  one  set  apart  for  the  Royai  Family :  a  more  miserable 
-dirty  abode  I  hardly  ever  saw.  The  chief  recommenda- 
tions of  the  fdace  are  its  fine  botanical  garden,  and  aft 
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extemire,  well-bBilt,  and  \?«U-i»gulated  hospital,  lituateil 
aear  the  baths. 

Vimiera,  August  20/A,  1808. 

On  the  7th  instant,  prooeedii^  in  Dur  march  irott 
Caldaj>,  we  discovered  fiom  the  summit  of  an  old  Moorisk 
castle  ^near  which  the  affair  of  the  15th  took  placed,  the 
French  army,  apparently  drawn  out  in  order  of  battle. 
General  Ferguson's  brigade  was  ordered  to  form  a  sepa- 
rate columa,  and  a,ltack  the  enemy  on  their  right.  The 
main  body  of  the  array  advancing  nearly  in  a  paraUeJ  di«- 
rectioQ  to  General  FerguGOo,  an  action  took  plaoe,  wbick 
soon  Isecame  general.  The  French  retieated,  andied  u8 
into  a  labyrinth  oif  narrour  paeengos,  aiid  apparently  inetc- 
cessibte  heights.  The  first  attaetk,  made  by  General  Fer- 
guson, commenced  at  nine  A.  M.,  and  the  firing  of  the 
two  contending  armies  had  entirely  ceased  before  five 
p.  M.  Tl»e  French*  after  liaviug  been  repeatedly  foroed 
from  their  positions,  were  compelled  to  maiii^e  a  fiiiial  re- 
treat ;  but  ikot  without  attemf>tii>g,  by  three  deftperaie 
attacks,  to  regain  the  heights  w4iich  tliey  had  lost. 

Owing  to  our  want  of  cavalry,  the  enemy,  After  the 
third  attack,  were  enabled  to  make  the  most  scientific 
aad  beautiful  retreat  that  has,  perhaps,  ewer  been  wit- 
jwssed.    Captain  Bc:ad£ctfd,  as  well  a«  ColoaeH  I^e  aad 
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Shnrt,  wsre  kitl«d  in  this  Afbut ;   aaid  Captain  KIphuw 
stoaei  of  t&e  engiueere,  irassererily  wounded. 

The  loss  our  way  sustained,  i»  estiimited  at  from 
450  to  500  men.  The  enemy's  loss  is  not  known  ; 
but  from  the  numbers  of  slain  discovered  in  all  parts  of 
the  6cld  of  battle,  it  must  have  been  more  considerable 
than  ours.  We  took  some  prisoners,  two  of  which  are 
officers  of  distinction.  It  was  also  confidently  asserted 
that  Laborde  had  been  severely  wounded  in  the  neck. 
The  name  of  the  pass  in  the  mountains,  which  we  forced, 
was  Arumbra ;  near  which  place  the  troops  halted  on  the 
night  of  the  17th,  and  proceeded  on  the  18th  to  Lourinha. 

On  this  morning,  while  we  were  formed  in  order  of  march 
on  our  ground,  and  about  to  proceed  forwards  and  offer 
the  enemy  battle.  Captain  Gordon,  General  Anstruther's 
aid-de-camp  brought  to  camp  the  intelligence  of  that  Ge- 
neral's arrival  off  the  fortress  of  Peniche.  On  our  road  to 
Vimiera,  and  since  our  arrival  here,  we  have  learnt  that 
Laborde  has  been  joined  by  Junot,  with  the  greater  part  of 
the  French  forces  in  Portugal,  making  an  army  of  sixteen 
or  eighteen  thousand  men,  they  occupying  a  position  In 
the  neighbourhood  of  Rio  Major,  about  two  leagues  dis- 
tant from  us.  It  is  a  singular  fact,  that  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood the  Portuguese  were  evidently  unwilling  to  re- 
h2 
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ceive  us,  and  would  not  assist  us  in  procuring  the  prort- 
sions  we  were  in-immediate  want  of;  although  they  had 
suffered  more  from  the  barbarous  treatment  of  the  French, 
than  the  inhabitants  of  any  other  district  in  Portugal. 
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LETTER  IX. 


ftniBRAL  KELURHAN  AND  HI9  AIDES-DB-G  A  MP.— CONDUCT  OF  THE 
ritBNCB  TROOPS  IK  LlHBON  A.ETBR  THE  CONTENTION.— HEAD -<IDAR- 
TER8  REMOTE  FROM  CINTRA  TO  OEVRAB.— DEBCRIPTION  OF  THE 
TILLAGE  OF  CINTRA. — ANECDOTE  OF  OENEKAL  JDNOT.— 'UNITERSAb 
INDIONATION      DISPLAYED     BY     THE    PORTVOUESE    TOTTARDg    THE 

FRENCH. GKNERAL    JDNOT's    DINNER. — ^JEALOUSY    BETWEEN    LA- 

SORDB  AND  JONOT ITS  ORIGIN. — JDNOT's   BANK  IN  SOCIETY  PRE- 
VIOUSLY TO  THE  REVOLUTION. 

Torres  Vedraa,  12(A  Sept.  1808. 

I  SHALL  take  this  opportunity  of  selecting  a  few  more 
passages  from  my  friend's  journal,  for  your  amused 
ment.  After  describing  the  battle  of  Vimiera,  he  pro- 
ceeds:— 

**  I  was  with  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  when  General  Kel- 
lerman  arrived  with  the  flag  of  truce>  on  the  SSd.  of 
August.  Kellerman  is  hideously  ugly,  but  his  countenance 
is  by  no  means  void  of  gentible  expression.  He  appeacs 
not  to  be  a  man  of  an  engaging  address.  He  came,  aci* 
coippEmied  by  two  aides-de-camp,  one  of  whom  had  a 
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commission  in,  and  wore  the  uniform  of,  the  Portuguese 
police  corps.  On  our  asking  one  of  them  to  exchange 
some  Napoleons  for  guineas,  he  produced  a  purse,  which 
I  should  imagine  contained  at  least  two  hundred,  and 
which  he,  without  hesitation,  acfeirowledged  to  be  plun- 
der taken  from  the  Portuguese.  Kellerman  diiied  with  us, 
and  did  not  cpitt  Sir  Anbvr'a  titt  iate-  in  tiie  ercning. 

"  3ilA  August. 

"  Lieutenant-General  Sir  John  Moore,  Lord  Paget, 
Sir  Charles  Stuart,  Lord  Louyaine,  and  Sir  Robert  Wilson, 
arrived  here  from  Maceira." 

*'  ht  September, 

,  '*  We  understand  that  our  division,  which  Sir  Arthur 
commands,  being  the  only  one  which  had  engaged  the 
J'rench,  are  not  to  be  permitted  to  take  possession  of  Lis- 
bon and  its  fortresses." 

"  Togal,  Cameat  de  St.  JtUimig^  4f A  S^t.  1808. 

"We  arrived  within  three  leagues  of  Lisbon  two  days 
ago,  and  took  np  oor  quarters  (the  same  which  we  at 
present  occupy),  at  tlie  country  seat  of  a  convent  of  Bene* 
'dictine  monks,  -whose  chief  residence  is'  in  Lisbon.  On 
the  day  of  our  arrival  here,  two  French  officer*  paid.  \\»  ft. 


y  Google 


visit.  Through  them>  Sir  Arthur  sent  an  invitation  for 
dinner  40  Generrf  Loison,  who  commanded  the  advanced 
-po&ts  of  the  French  ara^  betveexi  us  aod  Lisbon ;  hut  he 
refused,  saying,  he  every  hour  expected  orders  frouti  the 
Duke  of  Abrantes,  and  tlterefore  could  not  leave  bis  lines. 

**  Ad  ioimeiige  auiobier  oi  derinao  soldiers,  who  -com- 
posed«  part  of  Junot's  army,  iijat  had  been  formed  by 
the  French  in  Hanover,  have  deserted  to  us  ;  and  so  great 
a  Jiorrar,  they  say,  exists  in  the  jpiinds  of  tlieir  country*- 
men  and  coaonades,  as  to  returning  to  France,  that  they 
are  positive  the  French  hom.  one  of  tlieir  German  regi- 
ments will  hardly  embark  fitly  men. 

"  Mi  English  merchant  arrived  here  from  Lisbon  this- 
jnomiug,  to  infocm  us  that  .the  French  are  pillagijig  the 
town  in  all  quarters  ;  and  that  many  public  curiosities  and- 
valuables  rhad  actuaUy  beep  p£v:ked  up  ready  £»r  embai;ka- 
tion.  We  no.w  underatand,  that  these  peculatiens  are  in 
direct  violation  of  the  treaty  of  caiiitulstion  ;  and  that, 
in  order  to  put  a  stop  to-  them,  General  Beresford  and 
Lord  Proby  hax'e  been  sent  to  Lisbon^  with  0rder&-tp,8u- 
peidntenji  the  emb^rlution,  and  to  inform  the  French*, 
that  unless  they  act  ip  strict  conformity  to  the  treaty, 
the  recommencement  of  hoatUities  would  immediately  take 
place. 
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"  Togak  AA  Stftembtr. 
"  Stanhope  returned  with  Sir  Arthur  on  the  evening  of 
the  4th  instant,  from  head-quarters  at  Cintra. 

"  The  Bishop  of  Oporto  has  written  a  letter  to  Sir  Ar- 
thur Wellesley,  and  sent  a  person  who  was  to  have  assisted 
in  forming  that  part  of  the  treaty  with  the  French  army 
which  immediately  concerned  the  Portuguese.  The 
Bishop,  in  this  letter,  insists,  as  a  sine-qua-non,  that  the 
French  troops  shall  not  be  permitted  to  take  away  th^ 
treasures  they  have  pillaged  from  the  Portuguese. 

"  So  incensed  are  the  Portuguese  at  this  treaty  of  ca- 
pitulation, that         •         •         •        •        •        #        • 


**  Baron  Tripp  was  sent  yesterday  by  Sir  Arthur  Wel- 
lesley to  head-quarters,  which,  we  learn,  have  been  moved 
from  Cintra  to  Oeyras. 

•*  Cintra  is  a  delightful  spot,  and  worthy  of  observa- 
tion. The  town,  which  is  not  large,  is  built  at  the  foot  of 
a  stupendous  rocky  mountain.  It  contains  a  royal  pa- 
lace of  Gothic  architecture,  and  is  much  cleaner  than  the 
generality  of  Portuguese  towns.     Persons  of  distinction. 
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for  tiieir  heiltib  or  armusement,  resort  to  this  place  daring 
auniiiier,  for  ^  benefit  <tf  the  sea  breezes.  One  great 
adrafitf^e-it  possessesover  other  towns  in  this  country,  is 
Bn  exGcUeat  ian,  kept  by  Mrs.  *  *  *  *,  aa  Irishwoman. 

"  At  Giatra  I  lewnt  an  extraordinary  iact,  that  the 
commissariat,  for  want  of  proper  guides,  had  mistaken 
their  road,  and  gone  with  their  whole  depot  into  the  centre 
o£  the  French  lines ;  from  whence  they  were  very  po- 
litely conducted  by  a  French  officer  back  to  the  British 
tirm'y. 

•*  Oi  our  arrival'  at  Lisbon,  wc  visited  General  Beres* 
fiuid,  at  whose  house  we  met  Ixird  Paget,  his  aides-de- 
camp, and  Colonel  Graliaxn.  We  here  fouiid  that  nothing 
ooald  sorpiss  the  audacity  of  tile  attempts  which  had  been 
made  fty  the  Frooch  to.  cwry  oS  all  t^  arttctes  <rf  value 
whiclL  could  be  found  in  Lisbon,  whether  public  or  private 
property.  They  bad  actually  packed  up  two  state  car- 
riages, the  pr9perty  of  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of 
SusacK ;  hot  at  the  remonstFance  of  General  Beresford"; 
they  WB*e  compelled  to  relinquisll  their  booty. 

*'  Junot  who  had  become  exceedingly  indignant  at  the 
idea  »f  returning  to  France  in  a  frigate,  instead  of  a  line 
«£battle  ^aip^  was.  informed  tlhattbe  Duke  of  YbrU.  was 
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in  the  habit  of  sailing  in  a  frigate ;  to  which  he:  made  an>- 
swer— '  That  he  trusted  it  was  not  iiitended  tomake  a 
comparison  between  him  and  the  Duke  of  York.'  ■  Th« 
Duke  of  York.'  said  be,  'is  only  coniinander-in>chief  of 
a  king's  army,  while  I,  the  Duke  of  Abrantes,  am  com- 
mander-in-chief of  an  emperor's  army,  as  well  at  his  Im- 
perial Majesty's  representative.' 

"  A  major  of  the  twenty-nioth  regiment  of  infantry,  made 
prisoner  on  the  17th,  had  been  confined  at  Lbbon  from 
that  period  till  this  mommg,  when  he  was  released.  Tht 
greater  part  of  his  imprisonment  was  on  board  the  Portu- 
guese ships.  He  told  us  many  anecdotes  of  tlie  Ftench 
soldiery,  andpaiticolarly  dwelt  upon  the  detestation  which 
existed  between  the  Fitncb  and  the  Portuguese  peasantryi 
He  said,  that  on  his  march  on  the  17th  to  Lisbon,  the 
French  guard  who  conducted  him,  amused  theiiselres  by 
firing  at  the  peasants  as  they  passed  along,  without  any 
apparent  provocation  having  been  given  on  their  part.  He 
added,  that  the  French  acknowledged  they  had  received 
»  complete  beating  on  the  £lst,  and  that  they  had,  in  the 
two  actions,  lost  4,000  men.  They  allowed  they  had 
S0,000  in  the  field  on  the  21st. 

*'  At  two  or  three  diffevent  periods  dnrieg  his  imprison- 
ment, the  PoftUgnesc  at  Lisbon  had  attempted  to  ris« 
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upon  ihe  French  troops.  After  the  battle  of  the  2Ist,  so 
certain  were  the  French  that  we  should  have  entered  the 
town  cf  Lisbon  as  conquerors,  that  they  had  transported 
^1  thdr  valuables  on  board  the  Portuguese  and  Russian 
men  of  war  anchored  in  the  Tagus. 

■  "  I  saw  at  Lisbon,  a  report  given  in  to  General  Beresford 
from  the  French,  stating,  that  their  force  about  to  be  em- 
barked, amounted  to  twenty-seven  thousand  men.  I 
hardly  think  Uiat  their  army  can  be  so  numerous;  but 
.imagine  they  have  exaggerated  their  numbers,  in  order  to 
gain  an  additional  quantity  of  tonnage,  that  they  may  the 
better  smti^^  away  their  plundo-. 

JttkeConMottWiSepl.lSlOA. 
**  We  lewn  this  day,  that  Sir  Cbarlds  Cotton  ftas  per- 
mitted  the  Russian  ships  to  siirpender  with  the  French, 
Major-General  Ferguson  has  obtained  leave  of  absence, 
in  other  words,  quits  his  command. 

*'  Sir  Arthur,  and  most  of  his  staff,  went  on  the  9th  to 
Lisbon,  where,  he  remained  some  days,  and  dined  with 
Junot,  who  gave  us  a  sumptuous  repast.  The-  conversa- 
tion occaBionally  ttimed  on  ourselves,  with  what  took 
phice  during  the  actions  of  the,  17th  and  Slst.  These, 
with  the  usuftl  fmfaronnade  of  Frenclnsen,  they  treated 
i2 
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as  insiguificaat  affairs,  not  as  general  actiom.  They  said 
tli£:21st  was  merely  a^cdt^de-raam,  oo  iheir.p^rt.  How- 
ever, I  mujt  say,  they  did  justice  to  the  bravery  of  ouc 
troops,,  as  well  as  to  the  skill  of  our  Commander-in- 
Chief. 

"  Junot*s  second  »id-de*Camp>  near  whom  I  was  seated 
at  dinner^  surprised  me  much  by  the  light  and  disrespect- 
fiil  manner  with  which  be  spoke  of  the  military  talents  of 
his  Greo^l^i  who,  he  said,  was  a  bon  qfficier  de  cteoalerie^ 
m4tk  rien  4'atttre.  I  was  equally  amazed  at  finding  that 
this  nuui>  as  well  a^  nuMt  of  the  oflkers  who  composed 
Junot's  staff,  and  those  of  the  other  Froich  generals,  wero 
nen  of  a  certain  age,  much  past  the  flower  of  youth.  My 
friend,  of  whom  I  am  about  to  speak,  served  in  the 
FreflcU  iastny  ,tveatyHMren  3rears,.and  had  been  at  the 
9iege  9t  Gibraltav>  ythcm  be  was  wbuoded.  .  He  had  thfr 
ruik  q£  colovel  4'artiiicria,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Duke 
d'Abrantes'  second  aid*4&>camp.  He  acknowledged  to 
me  that  the  fire  on  the  21st  in  parti  wa&  very  t^arm. 

«*  The  whole  eeiemony  of  thisdinaer  greatiy  amused  me ; 
it  e^osisted  elvefly  of  Juoot'a  femily*  which  amounted  to 
near  sixty  persons*  /trithi  the,  addikico  of  ten  ^glislt 
guests*  The  greater  part  of  tbe  Fienchmea  who  assbted 
at  this  diwaer,  weie  whuous  to  shew  vs  eveiy  uQark  of  ci»!- 
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vility  ;  but  it  did  not  require  a  very  discerning  eye  to  dis- 
cover that  most  of  them  bad  been  exalted  to  situation^ 
which  they  were  ill  qudified  to  lill.  There  were  b-moi^ 
them  one  or  two  young  men,  who  had  been  emigraotoi 
and  possessed  altogether  engaging  manners. 

"  The  dress  attd  cdstume  of  the  persons  wUp  fbrtaed 
iunot's  stftffy  piirto6k  more  of.  the  appearance  c^  per-- 
formers  on  the  stage,  than  of  soMiers.  Muty  of  them 
were  covered  with  orders  of.  tlw  first  and  second  dasses^ 
fiwtened  on  fine  tinselled  coats,  of  alt  colours.  After  din* 
ner,  Loison  and  Ijaborde  ccune  to  pa^  Juaot  a  visit. 

"Loison  bears  the  most  horrid  character  for  rapacity,, 
and  ^1  kinds  of  inhaniaD  barbarity  ;  I«ab6rde  diso  is  not 
devoi4ef  »  tasfee  for  plunder,  though  be  is  less  inclined 
feliat  way  than  Loison. 

'•  I  understand,  froma  very  intelligent  French  ^migrant, 
who  resides  here  as  a  merchant,  that  nothing  could. exceed 
the  jealousy  and  hatred  wMoh  existed  between  the  diiffer- 
ent  French'  general  officers,  especially  Janot  artd  La- 
borde,  which  is  easily  accounted  for.  La)>orde  was  lieuM 
tenant-colonel  of  the  regiment  in  which  Junot  served  ai 
Serjeant,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Ilevolution. 
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^'  Bonaparte,  dunng  his  first  campaign  in  Italy,  took 
Junot,  at  the  recommendation  of  his  Ueutenant-colonel, 
to  be  his  secretary,  in  consequence  of  the  goodness  of  his 
hand-writing. 

^'  Junot  originally  was  bred  to  the  law,  and  at  the  outset 
of  the  Revolution,  had  been  employed  as  a  clerk  to  a 
pettyf<^ing  attorney  near  Toulon,  till  he  was  fbrc^  fay 
the  National  Assembly  to  serve  in  the  armies  of  the  repub- 
lic. He  is  not  esteemed  a  man  of  great  ability,  either  as 
a  soldier  or  politician,  though  he  is  fiuned  for  his  personal 
courage,  many  marks  of  which  he  bears  about  his  person, 
having  received  a  variety  of  wounds.* 

'*  The  French  army  in  this  country  is,  most  assuredly,  a 


*  It  is  said,  that  when  Bonaparte  first  irent  to  Toulon*  bedaind  to  have 
some  person  well  acquainted  wUb  the  topograph;  of  that  citj,  to  conduct 
him  over  the  ramparts.  Junot,  then  a  grenadier  in  a  volunteer  battalion, 
was  introduced  to  him,  and  shewed  so  much  determination  and  coolness 
daring  their  walk,  while  (he  shot  was  flying  in  showers  around  them,  that 
Bonaparte,  struck  with  his  intrepeditj,  demanded  what  he  could  do  to 
serre  htm.  "  You  may,  if  yon  please,"  answered  Junot,  **  exchange  tliis 
worsted  shoulder-knot  for  one  of  silver."  His  wish  wu  complied  wilh. 
Bonaparte  afterwards  desired  him  to  follow  him,  and  share  his  fortunes. 
He  did  so,  and  was  appointed,  by  Bonaparte,  one  of  his  aid-de-camps,  in 
1796. 

Kdlermann  b^an  hij  career  as  a  private  in  the  Conflans  regiment  of 
■hussars. 
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▼ery  fine  one  ;  though  I  am  in  great  hopes  that  their  thirst 
after  vain  glory  begins  to  abate,  and  that  the  eyes  of  their 
officers,  as  well  as  of  their  men,  ard  gradually  opening  to 
the  discovery  that  the  mad  ambition  of  their  chief  must 
one  day  meet  with  a  check.  There  are  many  officers  in 
this  army,  who  have  dared  loudly  to  reprobate  bis  con- 
duct, in  regard  to  Spain  and  Portugal. 

**  It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance,  that  so  many  officers 
who  are  advanced  in  years,  and  who  commenced  their 
military  career  previously  to  the  Revolution,  should  now 
serve  in  the  French  army,  in  situations,  very  inferior  to 
those  which>  from  their  long  snd  useful  services,  they 
have  a  right  to  look  up  to.  l^aborde  was  a  lieutenant- 
colonel  before  the  French  revolution ;  and  even  a  general 
of  division  duruig  the  consulate  of  Bonaparte.  He 
now  retUBS  thi&  same  ruik  he  had  during  the  consuktte^ 
though  many  officers  have  been  promoted  over  his  head ; 
and .  yet,  under  these  mortifying  circumstances,  he  serves 
the  usurper  of  his  country's  crown,  not  only  &ithfully, 
but  with  great  distinction,  .being  one  of  his  best 
officers.** 
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'R0ril.PAEKOF  HAFR&. — ITECP  OEnLE.— HAaiTmCaMT  APPBIiKtifeK 
OF  TUE  BOVAL  C01IVB!(T  <»  UAFRA.^ — LDRAK  tlOOHTAlin  OF  CIN- 
TBA.~-FI8HING  TILLAGE    OF    BRYCEIRA.— BBIDGE    OF  CHILLIEROS. 

COMMENCEMENT  OF    THE'GRAND    AQUEDUCT  OF    LISBON  AT  THE 

TILLAOB  OF  HOMTELAVAR.— CHALTBElTBIPBINjBS.— TeWH.«V'BEIr< 
LU.-TT-PALACB  OF  CONJDI  FONWR*. — ^WHB  OF  TIBIATUq. — 9BI-< 
TIIH  CAHP.— ILLVHlIfiTlONS  4T  BE(.9H— r-LlSJ^QI^.^^LBCTlON  O^ 
THE  RBeRMCr. — PBBNCH  TROOPS  EMBARKING. 

Beletttt  near  Lisbon,  l^h  Sept.  1808. 

Hatikg  8om«  bttsiness  at  Lisbon,  which-  it  wa&  neca»- 
laiy  for  me  in  person  to.  transuct,  1 1^  Torres  Vedras  at 
an  earty  hour  yestCFday,  aod  arrived  here  late  in  the  even- 
ing. I  was  advised  to  tak.e  the  road  through  Mafra, 
which,  although  rafeHer  circuitous,  is  neither  so  rocky 
normountainous  as  that  by  Cabeza  de  Monte  Chica. 

After  gaining  the  top  of  one  of  the  mountains  which  en- 
circle Torres  Vedras,  I  descended  into  a  fertile  valley, 
containing  several  pretty  villages,  surrounded  by  orchards 
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«nd  vineyards.  Throegh  this  the  road  winds  its  intricate 
track,  to  the  bead  of  thei  valley,  where,  taking  on  a  sud- 
den a  new  direction  to  the  right,  it  conducts  to  the  sum- 
mit of  a  mountain,  whence  I  had  a  charming  bird's-eye 
view  of  the  whole  valleys  through  wliich  I  had  passed. 

The  road  now  leads,  by  a  very  steep  descent,  into  a 
deep  ravine,  the  sides  of  which  are  cloathed  with  abund- 
ance of  wood.  To  the  left,  the  view  is  bounded  by  the 
royal  park  of  Mi^ra,  covered  with  lofty  cork  trees,  be- 
neath whose  hoary-spreading  branches  were  seen  straying 
several  herds  of  beautiful  deer.  This  park,  which  is  three 
leagues  in  extent,  is  enclosed  with  a  strong  wall,  about 
fourteen  feet  high. 

On  reaching  the  bottom  of  the  defile  I  perceived  a  small 
hamlet,  whose  white  church  enlivened  the  solitude  of  the. 
scene,  as  the  tinkling  tones  of  its  humble  bell  floated 
along  the  vale. 

I  now  ascended  by  one'  of  the  steepest- and  strongest 
passes  I  have  ever  seen.  The  road  is  well  paved,  and 
flanked  by  the  park-wall  before  mentioned;  At  the  sum- 
mit of  the  mountain  I  came  to  a  mean  village,  where  I 
was  gratified  with  a  most  magnificent  prospect.  In  the 
foreground  stood  the  village,  whencs   the  road  wound 
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along  by  the  side  of  the  mountain,  at  the  extreniitj^  of 
which  the  gigantic  pile  of  Mafra  shot  its  gilded  cupolas 
to  the  sky  r  while  in  the  remote  distance  rose  the  Alpine 
crags  of  the  rock  of  Cintra,  mingling  with  the  snowy 
clouds  which  hovered  on  their  summit.  To  the  right  lay 
the  immense  expanse  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  on  whose 
blue  and  tranquil  bosom  floated  the  little  fishing  boats  of 
the  distant  village  of  Eryceira. 

I  was  tempted  to  sketch  the  enclosed  drawing,  which, 
however,  I  fear,  will  convey  a  very  imperfect  idea  of  this 
sublime  landscape. 

On  reaching  Mafra,  I  did  not  fa^l  to  enter  that  magni- 
ficent tructure — its  church,  the  ascent  to  which  is  by  a 
very  noble  flight  of  marble  steps ;  but  I  was  so  much 
pressed  for  time,  that  I  could  only  take  a  slight  survey  of 
the  interior  of  it,  trusting  to  a  future  opportunity  of  ex- 
amining it  minutely. 

From  Mafra  I  rode  over  a  bleak  rugged  country  for 
ftome  miles,  till  I.  reached  a  village  called  Chillieros, 
sweetly  seated  on  the  banks  of  a  stream  called  Carvosiera, 
over  which  there  is  a.  handsome  lofty  bridge.  Several  of 
the  orchards  here  contain  abundance  of  oranges;  and  the 
fhining  verdure  of  their  leaves,  studded  with  golden  fruity 
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IrelieVed  the  eyfe,'  fatigued  by  the  scorching  reflection  of 
the  rocks. 


Leavi'ng  the  "  lunar  mountains  of  Cintra"  to  the  right, 
I  came  to  a  small  village  called  Montelarar,  situated 
timid  barren  limestone  hills,  where  are  the  first  arches  of 
the  grand  acqueduct  of  Lisbon.  Here  several  streams  of 
the  purest  water  gush  from  the  "  living  rock,"  and  are 
collected  into  a  large  marble  reservoir  by  the  side  of  the 
road.  The  children  of  the  village  officiate  as.  the  naiads 
of  the  fountain,  and  offer  the  cooling  beverage  to  the 
thirsty  traveller. 

Passing  a  romantic  water-milt,  and  some  chalybeate 
'springs,  which  are  enck>sed,  to  prevent  any  improper  use 
being  made  of  them  by  females  when  pregnant,  at  the  dis* 
■tance  of  a  league  from  Monte  Cavar,  I  entered  the  market 
town  of  Bellas  ;  where  there  is  a  good  inn,  and  a  palace, 
belonging  to  the  Conde  de  Pombiero,  with  a  garden  laid 
out  in  parterres,  according  to  the  old  French  style,  and 
shaded  with  lofty  trees. 

-  As  you  are  fond  of  antiquities,  I  must  not  omit  telling 
you,  that  in  the  reign  of  king  John  III.  the  tomb  of  the 
celebrated  Viriatus  was  accidentally  discovered  in  tins 
neighbcHirhood.  -It  was  a  stone  chest,  with  an,  inscription 
upon  it — "  HicjOiit  Vitiaiua  httskUanm  Dtofi.'*  Sttange  to 
k2 
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say.  not  a  man  in  Portugfil  was  then  to  be  found  vbo  had 
taste  sufficient  to  induce  him  to  become  a  purchaser  of 
this  remarkable  monument.  It  was  given  to  a  gentleman 
of  Ji^adeira,  who  carried  it  to  that  island,  where  it  was  .lost. 

The  road  ne»r  Bellas  passed  iind^r  «ome  ^tchenof  \be 
great  aqueduct,  close  to  whidi  a  part  of  our  army  lay  ear 
camped.  '  I  then  reached  some  he^ht6>  from  whence  I 
descried  the  bold  shores  of  the  Tagus ;  ajid  entered 
Belan,.as  the  setting  sun  sunk  behiodthe  i^ock  of 'Lisbon.. 

As  I  passed  along,  I  found  the  streets  of  Beleoa  crowded 
with  persons,  of  all  ranks,  who  seemed  to  foe  enjoying  the 
refreshing  breeees  of  an  aatumnal  evening;  while  th« 
blace  of  illuminations,  and  the  discharges  of  rockets,  dts* 
played  by  the  Portugune,  deemed  expressive  of  tiie  hap^ 
piness  they  feU  in  the  prospect  of  being  delivered  <from 
the  thraldom  of  tfaeir'Gallic  oppressors. , 

This  morning  I  reached  Lisbon,  The  towers  of  the 
churches  are  decorated  with  flags,  and  the  streets  crowded 
with  the  carnages  of  the  noblesse.  They  are  assembled  to 
tielibeiate  dn  the  election  of  a  new  Regency,  after  havii^ 
attended  the  c^bratien  of  high  maw  at  th^  episcopid 
church.  All  ranks  appear  in  high  glee,  and  viery  civilly 
«alttte  the  British  offioe»  as  they  pAis  aJtong* 
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The  great  qaay  at  Belem  mu  crowded  as  I  passed  with 
the  French  troops,  who  were  embarking  in  tlie  boats  to 
get  aboard  the  transports  -,  while  tlie  Portuguese  were 
grinning  at  tlieir  departure.  Our  sailors  were  acting  the 
part  of  masters  of  the  ceremtmies,  -which  they  performed 
most  iadjcrously. 

I  nteavtoseDd  this  home  bjr  the  mil  going  to  £ng- 
Itod  in  the  Ftover  sloop  of  war,  in  widbh  Sir  Arthur  Wel- 
lesley  returns.  Mi^or-Geneial  Ferguson  will  accompany 
him.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  indisposition  is  the  cau^ 
which  induces  (he  latter  to  leave  us. 
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LETTER  XL 

TILLAGE  or  11UELUI  — ITS  ROYAL  PA,LAC£.^-THE  TINTAGE— STATE  Or 
'    THE  PRESS  IN  PORTtTQAI.— ITS  CONSE<{UENCGS. — BUCCSnFUL  EXER- 
TIONS dr  GENERAL  RSRE&FORO  AMD  LORB  fROBV. — A  WECCMSM  OF 
FRENCH  FINESSE, 

Torra  y^rat,3ltt  Sejpt.  180S  : . 

I  RETURNED  here  ycsterday  from  Lisbon,  which  I  left  the 
preceding  evening.  Having  been  detained  at  Belem  till  a 
late  hour,  and  finding  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
reach  Torres  Vedras  that  night,  I  called  on  a  friend  at 
Quelus,  vho  procured  me  a  bed  at  that  village. 

Early  yesterday  I  pursued  my  journey,  after  vieving 
the  royal  palace  of  Quelus,  which  has  lately  undergone  a 
complete  repair,  for  the  reception  of  the  Duke  d'Abrantes. 
It  is  a  low  wooden  building,  but  contains  a  very  handsome 
suite  of  apartments.  Among  others,  a  concert-room,  two 
hundi*ed  feet  long,  with  a  very  magnificent  ceiling,  and  a 
room  decorated  with  eighteen  pictures,  from  the  novel  of 
i)oa  Quixote. 
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Behind  the  buildii^  is  a  pretty  extensive  garden,  vhich 
18  well  stocked  with  shrubs,  and  laid  out  with  some 
taste.  The  village  is  paltry,  consisting  of  a  few  small 
houses,  with  one  church,  and  an  amphitheatre  for  bull- 
fights. The  peasants  were  onployed  in  the  6elds  as  I 
passed,  in  gathering  in  the  vintage  :  and  after  an  agreeable 
ride,  I  reached  Torres  Vedras  about  three  in  the  after- 
noon. 

I  found  my  old  landlord  had  been  anxious  for  my  re- 
turn, that  he  might  inform  himself  of  the  real  state  of 
things  at  Lisbon ;  of  which  the  country  people  had  been 
receiving  for  the  last  week  the  most  &lse  and  exaggerated 
accounts. 

Mankind  are  naturally  fond  of  news;  and  in  a  country 
like  this,  where  newspapers  are  few  in  number,  and,  froQi 
the  expeoce,  difficult  of  access,  every  cii-cum>twce  as  it 
occurs,  is  handed  about  from  person  to  person,  and  by  the 
time  it.  has  travelled  twenty-seven  miles  (which  is  the  disr 
taDoe  of  tiiis  town  from  Lisbon),  Mrs.  PioiK^i's  tale  of  the 
Btack  Crows  is  fuUy  exemplified. 

You  may  judge  what  is  the  state  of  public  infonoation 
in. this  country,  when  I  tell  you,  that  previously  to  tfa^ 
iavaaitm  by  the  French,  thei;e  was  only  one,  oc  at  most 
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twa  nevspapers  printed  in  all  Portugal;  and  these  6xa\~ 
silted  of  four  very  small  quarto  pa^es,  and  were-underth* 
inspection  of  the  InquiMtion. 

Since  the  English  army  landed,  aootber  newspaper  hai 
been  set  on  foot  at  Coimbra,  which,  I  hope,  wiltbe  con* 
tinned  ;  although  it  istnore  than  probable,  that  the  moment 
the  Inquisition  again  rears  its  hydra  head,  the  press-  will 
be  subjected  to  its  power,  and  the  Coimbra  Gazette  con- 
signed to  oblivion. 

1  The  Portuguese  hawf  attempted  to  raise  a  great  outcry 
against  the  quantity  of  plunder  which  the  French  hare 
carried  off  with  them.  I  do  assure  you,  that  I  believe 
the  clamour  to  be  groundless.  They' certainly  did  attempt 
to  smu^le  many  valuable  articles  of  plunder'  on  board ; 
but  so  great  has  heea  the  vigilance  of  General  Beres&^d 
and  Lord  Proby,  that  they  have  in  a  great  measure  been 
foiled  in  their  attempts,  and  forced  to  relinquish  their 
booty,  which  has  been  placed  in  the  public  stores,  till 
claimed  by  the  individuafe  from  whom  it  was  cnwHy 
wrested.  They  have  contrived  one  mode  of  eluding  the 
British  vigilance :  it  is,  the  active  employment  of  two 
mints,  in  which  they  have  converted,  a  large  quantity  of 
church-plate  into  French  crowtis  and  Napoleon  d'on.  AH 
this  specie  they  are  permitted,  t^  the  oonstruction  o£the 
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articles  of  the  coDvention,  to  carry  off  to  France.  Vou 
will  allow  that  this  piece  of  Gallic  finesse  has  been  rarely 
surpassed. 

I  believe  I  iorgst  to  tell  ,y<Hi  that  Junot  wished  to  cany 
with  him  five  Danish  vessels  loaded  with  plunder*  under 
the  name  of  his  private  baggage ;  but  this  attempt  was 
much  tflo  barefaced,  and  vas*  of  course^  prevented  by 
&r  Hew-Dahr}imple. 

I  am  anxious  to  be  removed  to  Xisbon,  as  this  place  is 
becoming  unhealthy.  My  strolls  in  tlie  neighbourhood 
have  now  lost  the  attraction  of  novdty ;  and  1  begin  to 
M  ibeiiont  of  boolo,  which  are  notto  be  had  here.-  The 
J»b0urs  of  the  vintage;  take  up  tbe  intention  of  nqr  wortby 
host,  who  spends  most  of  his  time  at  two.vi|M^ar^.,whieli 
he  poaeves  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  fiom  which  he  de- 
SYO  a  baiidti^pK  income. 
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LETTER  Xll. 

UATKi.' — A    CHARiCTERISTIC    ANECDOTE.— CONVENT     OF     ■AFRA-- 
lOItT  »r    Ens  JOHN  t.— in  AUCiriTECTtlaE  lETEEElt  liENIUREB 

BT  MURnir ; — obnbeal  impression  granb-^hv^  iNniBaii  Br 

THE    FRENCH    SOLDIERY. ADRICVLAR    CONFESSION. SVEVRBS    BF 

IISBON. ^BEHEFICO. A,«VEDVCT  OF  ALCANTARA GALLEG08.   . 

LMon.  5lk  October.  180S. 

<  I   I    ,.*...  -r  .■...':■'■■  ,  ■    '     ...     -  I 

•lui  afionUd  to  bffortmity  af  mitiag^ln  jmi  by  thil 
KuMkwtaiE  Mansafaifi^vUob  it  ordered  to  return  imoui 

Two  dayi  ago  I  arrind  hoc. .  The  hwpkal  of  Term 
Vedraa  is  broken  up,  and  the  sick  remored  to  the  Estrella 
ceaveot.  My  companioiia  and  I,  on  our  way  hither, 
were  forced  to  paw  the  night  at  Mafra.  It  was  late  in 
the  evening  before  we  reached  that  village,  k>  that  we 
were  obliged  to  disturb  the  slumbers  of  the  Juiz  dt  Fora, 
who  teemed  very  unwilling  to  quit  his  pillow.  At  length 
begot  up,  and  granted  us  the  comforts  of  a  billet  on  the 
house  of  one  of  the  diguified  clergy. 
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.  We  procured  a  Portoguew  toliiier  from  the  gaard-raom, 
Id  sb^  <u  the  house,  which  lay .  at  a  considenbte  duH 
Mobe,.  at  the  further  CKttemity  of  tbe  village.  On  «-; 
riring,  our  guide  knocked  for  aome  time,  before  be  couUk 
FOuse  a  monk,  who  at  length  demanded  what  was'  the 
matter.  On  being  informed  that  some  English  officers  had 
arfivM!  vritlt  biJMs,  he  opened  th^  ca^efqent,  an4  P4M^ 
gut  hiajb^rf  ciow4  to  lecoonoitr^  our  numbers,  - 

Ofaaerviqg  out:  atr^fgth,  he  commenced  a  mo^t  i|<^y 
WDOiutraoDe  with  ow  guide,  wfeo,  fhi^rwg  frm  !liM 
poM  of  «  bleak,  oorthsrly  wind  (to  the;  taiuence  of  irtw^ 
lS»Sit  >»  tuvdi  eRfpBed),  answored  by  a  Tqiitj  of  maMtCn 
tioBa,  «rhm>  w»!>  :)>iP!«llt  the.  «i«!Wd]r:iWHitcr  «f  tho 
mansion,  in  his  night-cap,  to  the  window. 

E[««Stcttd  to  b«  ninch  aneytd  by  (^  Kbertjr.whMi{ 
fcewd,  theJili«rd»FamJwd,tak«p,,>B  snidfaig  ^IbMa 
at  so  l«te  an  hour  to  diatari)  his  teaiJy.  lb  thflae.c»n>r 
]daints,  tut  caoduotar  replied  bjf!  thuiafing  thie  door  witlt 
the.  biotVead  of.his  nmsktt,  wUshisadn  beoiig^  itte 
whole  &mily  to  the  bottom  of  the stnir-case.  .   -.:'[ 

^'the  jfmqr  n)ionk^pok«  tlMoafa,  a  dntretsaboai  dow 
gotimm^,  4»  wWch.we  Infaniedliiin  thdt  we:faad!  ja«E 
frtvitiftm. Tvtm  Vi>drM;.aad»at,idttx>u^:UieM« 

L,8 
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de  Fora  might  have  acted  vrong  in  granting  a  biUet  upon 
his  house :  yet  we  coutd  not  think  of  passing  the  ni^t  ill 
the'  streets-:  as  tittle  could  we  consent  to  return  to  thai? 
ibagistrate^s  hou»e,  to  procure  an  exchange  of  the 
billet. 

After  they  had  both  feaHed  atl  the  saints  in  tlie  calendar 
to  witness  the  injury  they  had  su&red  by  this  intrusion, 
and  again  and  again  protested  that  they  had  neither  beds 
nor  bed-chamber  to  spare,  they  were  at  length  brought  a 
fititle'to  reason  by  the  Portuguese  soldier ;  but  no  arguJ 
ments  could  induce  them  to  give  us  stalls  for  but  horses; 
althoiigh  we  were  assured  by  our  guide  that  they  had  a 
ei^acious  stable,  behind  the  bouse,  quite'-empty.  ' 

We  were  therefore  obliged  to  ride  back  to  the  upper 
part: of  the  village,  and  leaw  our  caralry  at  a  public 
•table ;  and  on  our  return  were  admitted  to  the  rooni 
which,  tb^  bad  prepared  for  w,  containing  three'  mat.: 
tnute*  laid  on  the  Soor.  Here  we  paiaed  the  night; 
and  quitted  the  mhospiublc  roof  early  tte  following 
■Kiniing. 

1  have  related  this  anecdote,  not  from  its  importance, 
but  to  shew  the  settsb  character  of  sooie  of  the  monsstie 
littgy.otPgtUigfi,  tiA-bam  littletiiae  men  aie  disposed 
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la  evince  any  just  degree  of  gratitude  for  ttie  assistance 
which  hag  been  lent  tliem  by  tlie  Britislianny. 

I  took  this  opportunity  of  extmining  the  reyd  con- 
yent  of  Mafra,  .ofwhich  1  shall  now  send  ^ou  a  short 
description. 

...  ■>     .•      '        'I 

>  It  was  built  by  King  John  the  Fifth,  in  pursuance  of  a 
yoW;Whicbhe  madetq  St.  Antonio,  during  a  dangerouii 
attack  of  sickness,  to  found  a  convent,  for  the  use  of  the 
poorest  friary  in  the  kingdom-  Upon  enquiry,  twelve 
Fraociscans  were  found  living  in  a  hut  at  Mafra;  and  the 
king,  having  procured  a  plan  from  Kome,  employed  a 
German,  panied  John  Fredericks,  io  superintend  the.exe- 
c^ioo  of  the  work.  It  was.  begun  in  1717,' and.  6nished 
in  )731-  It  is  constructed  of  whitiah  marble,  and  contains 
thirty-seven  windows  in  front.  The  chiirch  is.  placed  in 
the  ceptrCj  having  the  {laltMie  oii:one  bide,  aiid:  the  CDqverit 
pnthe  other.  The  whole  bvilding  form*  atiqinfee  ofabont 
seven  hundred  and  thirty  feet.  *■,:.. 

Murphy,  in  his  Travels  in  Portugal, .  oensuKs'  Ithe  bad 
taste  of  the;  arp^iit^t,  who,  he  says,  .was  aijeweller  in  Lisr 
bon.  I  must  own  that  I  think  the  li^t  of  stairs  befoM 
{the buildii^ peculia^graiid^  Qi^ a^sfflding  these >(«(>*■ 
fitff  twadred  aqd  sixfj-tvpn  !>*<>tN?<  y/f  passed  through 
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a  portico  viib  twelve  colossal  statues  cif  caints,  cut  iA 
white  Carran^  marble,  of  tolecable  workmanship.  '  ' 


The  interior  6f  ttie  church  is  handsome,  and  entirely 
eovered  With  very  beautiful  marbles,  of  exquisite  polish; 
disposed  in  pannels.  There  are  six  organs,  and  ten  ot 
twelve  altars.  Orer  each  of  the  latter,  instead  of  pictures* 
*re  marble  basso-relievos,  very  well  executed.  The  church 
is  lighted  by  a  number  of  wihdows,  ranged  beneath  aca^ 
pbia  of  the  Corinthian  order,  the  interior  of  which  is  in-^ 
crusted,  with  marfole$,^>eautift]Uy  curved,  and. encompassed 
by  a  hantkome  gallery. 

-  The  convent  contains  three  fmndred  eel  lis,  each  ot 
twenty  l^t  by  i  eighteen.  We  were  shewn  a  handsome 
library,  with  a  tolerable  assortment  uf  books.  It  measun^ 
in  length  three  hundred  and  eighty-one  palms,  but  is  only 
Ibrtyuthree-ih'breadMi.  The  whole  edifice  is  said  to  con^ 
tain  «ight^huiidi%d  and  seventy  rooms,  and  five  thousand 
two  hundred  windows. 

;  The  French  troops  tiarf  occujiied  tie  building  as  a'^ar- 
rack;  iaad  left  it  polluted  by  all  manner  of  filth  and  rags.  * 

The  paslage^  atidW^y,  'A  all^lirections,.  are  scotched 
cmddeftioedbi^'fKeac^it'hrtheir  fires,  -wtuch  they  had 
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tuangf,  vhicb  a^tiA  the.hqut ^  rent.in  mmj  plum-     , 

Sixtjr  or  seventf  monks  nov  inbal>it  this  convent^  some 
•f  vbbu  me  found  oeeupied  in  performing  mass,  and.  otben 
attending '  In  the  auricular  cpDfe^iqg;.  of.  tomf  ,uqfortmat« 
female  peasants,  who,  on  their  knees,  were  pouring  forth 
tkeir  aeoret  aentiments  to  those  indo^nt,£iyii^  mortals. 

-On  ourraad hither,  we  pa^ed.tbronghmimweDsesubprb 
called  Benefico,  composed  of  villas,  belonging  chieSy  tQ, 
the  foreign  merchants  of  Lisbon,  ^ho  live  here  in  a  good 
Xyle,  and  seem  to  enjoy  all  tboile  pleasures  which  men  ii| 
ea^  circmnstances  can.  procure.!^  thisioxbriouft  cUmate. 
Around  these  qnhiMs,.  as  tliejr  are  i^ed,  ^re  generally 
pretty  extensive  gardens,  well  laid  out,  and  supplied  by 
water  from  deep  drajr-wdb,  the  wb^lf .  ql  which  ^re 
tvmed  by  mules. 

Mr.  BecLford,  :«f  Foiitbill,  is  the  pn)pr^t«f  lof  one  ^ 
the  most  beautiful  of  these.  The  gardens  contain  a  re- 
■sBrkaUy  ftie  colfecti/ao  ttfexotie  pjbntS,  vbicfc  here  tfajive 
in  tfab  Qp)Ki  air.  Thsi  villa  was  formerly  thn  property  .of 
klfr.  De.'Vismcs;«Wlavpha<*DiiMiei«e.sini«(>9«  ^l: 

After.pMiiig  Benelc*,  iWind;  «(M*jfd^y,to(ti«» 
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right,  and  we  soon  fating  ou'rs^lvefi  opposite  to  ih/e  itiifeii- 
dou»  arches  of 'til*  aqiierfact  of  Alcantara.  It  was  buili 
about  the  year  1748,  in  the  reign  of  King  John  the  Fifth, 
the  foander  of  &<[afra ;  and  providentially  received'  no  in- 
jury from  the  earthquake  "of  1755.  It  is  constructed,'  liRe 
all  the  other  public  buildings  here,  of  vhite'marble.  ^ 

This  aqueduct  4s  really  a  stupendous  work,  and -does 
honor  to  the  Portuguese  nation.  It  collects  a  number  of 
springs  on  the  mountains  and  heights  adjoining  -to  Bellas, 
and  conveys  their  joint  produce  for  several  leagues,  int6 
a  large  reservoir,  situated  near  the  noith-^west  extremity  of 
Lisbon.  In  passing  over  the  vale  of  Alcantara,  itiinite^  twtt 
hills  by  thirty-five  arches,' fourteen  of  which  are  very  large » 
some  of  them  three  hundred  aiid  thirty-two  feet  high. 

-  There  are  ten  smaller  arches  near  the  city,  and  many 
more  of  still  less  dimensions  near  its  source.  The  pillsn 
which  support  these  arches  are  square,  and  the  laigest 
measurethirty-tbree'fiieteachside,  at  thebue.    ' 

'  before  this  bnilding, was  erected,'  Lisbon  anScred  Uh 
greatest  distress  for  want  of  water ;  aind  you  may  judge  of 
the  value  «f  this :  eiemeat  Iwie>  wkch  I 'infonh  you  that 
eighty  thousand  pounds  sterling  is  calcuhited  to  be  the 
sumafaniiaUy  paid  by  tlwinbibitaatsyfer' the  inter,  vhich 
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is  carried  from  the  fountains,  in  small  barrels,  to  their 
respective  houses,  by  a  class  of  men  called  Gallegos. 

On  entering  Lisbon,  I  rode  to  the  Caffee  del  Com- 
mercio,  .where  I  supped  with  my  friend  H***,  and  retired 
to  rest  on  a  sofa,  every  bed  in  the  house  being  engaged. 

Before  concluding  this  letter,  I  must  not  omit  a  remark- 
able circumstance  which  has  lately  occurred  :  When  a  de- 
tachment of  troops  went  from  hence,  to  take  possession  of 
the  town  and  fortress  of  Elvas,  they  found  that  place  in- 
vested by  a  body  of  Spaniards,  part  of  the  army  of  Estre- 
madura,  under  the  command  of  a  General  Galluzzo.  On 
being  made  acquainted  with  the  terms  of  the  convention  of 
Cintra,  Galluzao  would  not  consent  that  the  garrison  of 
Elvas,  whom  he  already  anticipated  as  his  prisoners,  should 
be  included  ;  and  so  resolute  Was  he  in  his  refusal  to  per- 
mit our  troops  to  execute  their  orders,  that  it  was  found 
necessary  to  dispatch  a  field-officer  from  head-quarters,  to 
persuade  this  Spanish  Bobadil  of  the  absolute  necessity  of 
his  withdrawing  his  army.  Colonel  Graham,  of  thenine^ 
teenth  regiment,  was  selected  for  this  delicate  mission,  and 
has  succeeded  in  bringing  Cralluzzo  to  reason.     Adieu. 
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LETTEJl  XIII. 


D£PA«TURE   or    SIR  HEW   DALRYMPLE   FOB    BHGI.AND.— CHARACTEft 
OF  SIR    ARTHUR  VfBhLESLZY. — SKETCH  OF   HIS  PUBLIC  LIFE. 


ZitbWi  6A  OOiAer^  1806. 

I  AH  in  hopes  that  I  shall  be  eaabled  to.  send  you  this 
second  letter  by  the  fleet,  in  hich  Sic  Hew  Dalrymple 
returns  to  England.  

The  English  papers/ just  received,  have  put  the  army 
in  possession  of  all  the  particulars  of  the  convention :  they 
likewise  give  us  an  idea  of  the  sensations  it  has  excited  in 
the  public  mind  at  home.  These  are,  indeed,  such  as  we 
had  all  anticipated. 

The  departure  of  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  for  England,  is  ^ 
subject  of  great  regret  with  the  army.  He  had  won  the 
entire  confidence  and  affections  of  the  soldiery,  in  an  un- 
common degree,  by  his  talents  and  {Ability. 
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Indeed  he  possesses  such  a  combination  of  rare  quali- 
ties^ as  seldom  fall  to  the  lot  of  an  individual ;  and,  with 
the  exception  of  Nelson,  whose  feme  he  bids  fair  to  rival, 
England  has,  perhaps,  produced  no' man,  since  the  days 
of  Marlborough,  of  so  much  iniiate  military  acumen.  To  a 
body  unusually  active,  there  is  added,  in  him,  a  mind  the 
most  fertile  in  resources.  His  quickness  of  conception  can 
be  equalled  only  by  lus  intrepidity  in  execution.  With  an 
instinctive  readiness,  he  forms  a  just  conception  of  the 
dhar^c^er  and  talente  of  his  enemy,  as  wdl  as  of  th^  result 
of  his  own  plans. 


He  is  one  of  those  whom  oifr  country  ou^t  always  to 
cherish  ;  as  it  is  only  with  snch  men  at  the  head  of  our 
fleets  or  armies,  that  we  can.  hope  to  meet,  with  suitable 
energy  and  effect,  the  powerful  means  of  an  inveterate  foe. 

Besides  these  grand  traits  of  character,  .Sir  Arthup  has 
been  trained  in  the  besti  perhaps,  of  all  schools  for  learn- 
ing the  art  of  war,  I  mean  the. plains  o.f  Hindostan.  It  is 
experience  alone  that  can  enable  any  general  to  put 
thirty  or  forty  thoi^nd  men  in  motion.  The  mind,  if 
long' confined  to  petty  and  minute  details,  can  seldom  be 
brought  to  <;oUectwith  fibcility  into^one  point,  a  multi- 
plicity of  particulars,  and  to  refer  a  variety  of  operations 
to  their  colnmon  principle.  It'  is  foi:  this  reason  that  a, 
m2 
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good  officer  of  a  battalion,  is  often  found  to  make  but  a 

very  indifferent  general. 

In  illustration  of  what  I  assert,  I  shall  give  you  a  short 
sketch  of  the  public  life  of  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  is  the  third  son  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Mornington.  After  receiving  the  rudiments  of  educa^ 
tion  at  Eton,  he  was  placed  at  a  military  academy  at 
Angers,  in  France.  During  his  residence  th^re,  he  applied 
himself  with  great  industry  to  acquire  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  theory  of  his  future  profession .  He  entered  the  army, 
as  a  subaltern,  at  an  early  period  of  life,  and  reached  the 
rank  of  field'ofiicer,  without  having  liad  any  opportu- 
nity of  distinguishing  himself. 

Having  accompanied  the  Earl  of  Moira  to  Holland,  in 
1794,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  displaying  his  talents, 
while  conducting  the  retreat  of  a  brigade  of  three  bat- 
talions, which  he  effected  with  great  credit  and  applause. 

On  the  appointment  of  his  brother,  the  Marquis  Wel- 
lesley,  to  be  governor-general  of  Bengal,  Sir  Arthur,  who 
had  purclMised  the  lieutenant-colonelcy  of  the   thirty-, 
third,  accompanied  his  regiment  to  India.   On  his  arrival,  ' 
an  expedition  being  then  on  foot  for  the  reduction  of  JVIa- 
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nilla,  Su-  Arthur  was  appointed  to  it,  and  had  actually 
embarked,  when  it  was  found  necessary  to  abandon  the 
expedition,  on  account  .of  the  intrigues  of  France  with 
Tippoo  Sultaun. 

Lieutenant-General  Harris  had  been  appointed  to  com- 
mand the  Madras  army,  destined  to  act  s^inst  Tippoo, 
and  penetrate  into  the  Mysore  country  ;  and  to  this  army 
Colonel-  Wellesley  .was  attached.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the 
Nizam's  subsidiary  force,  con^ting  of  nearly  fifteen  thou- 
sand native  troops.  General  Harris  appointed  Colonel  Wel- 
lesley to  command  it^  as  a  separate  body. 

At  the  taking  of  Seringapatam,  oh  the  4th  May,  1799. 
the  Colonel  commanded  the  reserve  at  that  evtr  miembra' 
ble  assault,  and  was  thanked  in  public  orders  by  Genend 
HarriSj  for  the  gallant  intrepidity  of  bis  conduct. 

In  the  commission  of  British  ofiScers  selected  to  ar>- 
range  the  division  of  the  Mysore  territories,  we  find  the 
name  of  Colonel  Wellesley,  as  well  as  in  the  military  com- 
mission appointed  for.  the  division  of  the  prize  treasure 
taken  in  Sermgapatam. 

Col.  Wenesley*s  next  appointment  was  that  of  governor 
of  tb^  conquered  capital,  a  task,  the  most  difficult  you  caa 
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well  imagine ;  and  which  required  a  person  of  great  integrity 
and  military  ability,  united  to  much  prudence  and  judgment. 
For  the  meritorious  dischai^e  of  this  difficult  duty,  he 
received  the  thanks  of  the  Governor-general  in  council. 

General  Harris  having  quitted  India  for  Europe, 
and  the  command  of  the  Madras  army  devolving  upon 
M^or-Greneral  Braithwaite,  Colonel  Wellesley  was  en- 
trusted with  an  expedition  against  the  freebooter  Dhoudia 
Waugh,  of  whom'  it  was  necessary  to  make  a  severe  ex- 
ample, from  the  excesses  which  he  had  committed  on  the 
Company's  possessions. 

In  the  month  of  September  1800,  Colonel  Wellesley, 
at  the  head  of  a  sufficient  force,  took  the  field.  He  en- 
tered the  Nisam's  territories  on  the  5th,  and  after  a  series 
of  rapid  and  vigorcfus  ipovetnents,  intercepted  Dhondia 
Waugh's  force  at  Conaghull,  where  it  was  strongly  posted, 
having  its  rear  and  left  flank  covered  by  that  rock  and 
Tillage.  '  .  •  .      '. 

Although  of  Colonel  Wellesley's  army  the  horse  only 
had  come  up,  with  his  wonted  intrepidity,  he  determined 
on  an  immediate  attack,  and  having  placed  himself  at  the 
head  t>f  the  nineteenth  and  twenty-fifth .  light  dragoons, 
and  first  ittid  second  regiments  of  native  caralvy^  which  he 
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extended  inta  one  line,  to  prevent  his  being  out-flanked, 
he  rushed  on  the  enemy. 

Dhondia's  force  shewed  much  firmness,  but  could  not 
withstand  the  rapidity  and  fury  of  the  charge.  They  gave 
way,  and  were  pursued  (or  several  miles.  Dhondia  him- 
self, with  imoiense  numbers  of  his  followers,  were  killed, 
and  the,  whole  body  cottipletely  and  effectually  dispersed. 

The  thao^s  Qf  U^iietal  Bt^thwaittnid  the  Governor- 
general  in  council,  were  conveyed  to  Coloinel  Wellesley, 
for  the  great  and  unremitting  activity  which  he  had  dis- 
played in  these  :opeirati(in^.  km;     i       .  > 

The-  Mahratta  war.  havihg  commenced  iti  November, 
1802,  Lord  Clive^  then  at  the  head  of  the  Madias  go- 
vemment>  assembled'^n'armyofinineteen  thousand  men, 
the  command  of  which  was  entrusted  to  Lieutenant-Cren* 
Stuart. 

-  It  becartieinecessaiiy  to-t^tachra  -part- of  this  force  to- 
wards Poonab,  the  capital  of  the  Feishwah,  our  ally,  which 
w:a8  menaced  by  Scindeah  and  Holkar. 

Colonel  Wellesley  having  now  attained  the  rank  of 
majo^^gem^ral,  wafi'  elected  for  this  unportaint  command. 
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having  under  bin  Colonel  Stevenson,  and  a  body  of  thirt}'- 
five  thousand  men,  with  a  proportionable  train  of  artillery. 
Of  this  army,  two-thirds  were  furnished  as  subsidy  by  the 
Nizam,  and  comprised  about  nine  thousand  natiVecavalry. 

The  Nizam's  force  being  placed  under  tlie  command  of 
Colonel  Sbevenson,  General  Wellesley,  at  the  head  of  his 
army  of  twelve  thousand,  deemed  it  expedient  to  push  on 
with  the  greatest  rapidity  towards  Poonah,  as  it  was  known 
that  Holkar  was  in  possession  of  that  capital^  a^  well  as 
the  person  of  the  Peishwah. 

On  the  night  of  the  19th  of  April,  information  having 
been  received  that  it  was  the  determination  of  Holkar  to 
plunder  and  bum  Poonah  on  the  approach  of  the  British 
troops.  General  Wellesley  pushed  forward,  over  a  rugged 
and  difficult  country,  jmd  through  a  dangerous  pass;  and, 
after  a  forced  march  of  sixty  miles^  reached  the  Peishwah's 
capital  in  the  short  period  of  thirty-two  hours. 

The  astoiiishii^  and  unheard-of  celerity  of  this  move- 
yient  saved  Poonah  from,  the  fete  then  awaiting  it ;  and 
in  a  few  days  he  hatl  the  satisfection  of  restoring  this  city 
to  its  lawful  sovereign. 

It  would  far  exceed  the  Juoits  of.  any  letter  to  state,  to: 
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you  the  immense  consequences  resulting  to  the  British  in- 
terests in  India  from  this  achievement ;  they  were,  as  you 
may  easily  conceive,  of  ttie  first  importance. 

:  Neither  shall  I,  for  the  same  reason,  detail  to  you  the 
talent  displayed  in  the  taking  of  the  city  and  fortress  of 
Amednagar;  or  the  rapid  and  masterly  movements 
which  were  made  by  General  Wellesley,  after  the  reduc- 
tion of  that  important  garrison  ;  but  shall  hasten  to  notice 
the  battle  of  Assye,  which  alone  will  for  ever  immortalize 
the  name  of  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley. 

,      .      :        .    i 

Having  arrived  at  Kaulnair  on  the  ever-memorable  iSd 
September,  he  received  information  that  the  combined 
Mahratta  army  was  posted  within  six  miles  of  the  ground 
which  he  intended  to  occupy  ;  but  that  the  enemy  had 
indicated  an  intention  of  breaking  up  his  camp  and  re- 
treating, on  the  approach  of  the  British  array. 

General  Wellesley  instantly  perceived  that  not  a  mo- 
ment was  to  be  lost,  and  with  a  boldness  of  resolve,  which 
shewed  the  vigour  of  his  judgment,  determined  to  mow 
forward  and  forc-e  the  enemy  to  a  gener«l  engagement,  al- 
though Cotonet  Stevenson's  subsidiary  division,  which  ha4 
marched  by  a  different  route,  had  not  joined  him«s  was 
expected. 
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Havingadopted  this  reaolution,  he  halted  and  refreshed 
his  array,  which  had  already,  that  morning,  marched  four- 
teen miles.  He  then  moved  forward,  and  after  a  {urthev 
march  of  si^  miles  (performed  under  the  rays  of  a  vertical 
sun],  he  came  in  siglit  of  the  enemy,  who  was  posted  with, 
his  right  on  the  village  of  Bokerdun,  and  his  left  on  that 
of  Agsye,  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  river  Kaitieah,  near 
to  the  Adjuntee  pass. 

Sciadeah^s  army  consisted  of  thisty-eight  thousand  five- 
hundred  cavalry,  ten  thousand  five  hundred  regular  infan- 
try, five  hundred  matchlocks,  five  hundred  locket-men,. 
4nd  one  hundred  and  ninety  pieces  of  ordnance. 

Wellesley's  army  consisted  only  of  four  thousand  five- 
llundied  men,  of  whom  two  thousand  alone  were  ^a^ 
copefus — a  frightfiil  inequality,  and  hardly  to  be  compen- 
sa^d,  one  woWd  think,  even  by  the  superior  disciplina- 
and  coolness  of  the  British  army  ;  but  the  eminent  abilir- 
tinfrof  their  leaniet  iMde  up  the  deficiency. 

The  Biitisli  General  approached  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
rq(ht ;  but  finding  t]Mt  Jie  had  posted  his  infimtry  and 
guBS  on  ihe  left,  he  resolved  to  make  bis  attack  there. 
Haying  made  the  necessary  movement  "for  that  purpose* 
be  placed  the  British  cavalry  in  the   rear,  to  cover  tb^ 
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irtfcnwy' » they 'moTed  roviid;  wWIe  oft  his  ri^ht  flabk 
ht  stitioBed  the  cavalry  of  thePeishipal*  and  Nizam. 

•  He  now  fotded  the  riwr  beyond  the  left  of  the  enemy ;. 
and  having  reached  the  opposite  bank,  fOEmed  his  ..ariny^ 
in  order  of  battle,  extending  his  infantry  in  two  lines,  the 
British  eaWliy  in  a  third  as  a  reserve,  and  posting.the 
auxiliai^  native  force  so  as  to  cover  the  left  flank  of  the 
^(*Ie,  now  menaced  by  alarge  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
which  had  followed  them  from  the  ri^  of  its  own  position. 

The  enemy  had  commenced  a  distant  cannonade,  when 
Geiieral  Wellesley  evinced  his  inteAi^ioa  of  attacking  their 
left,  then  changed  their  position  with  gt«at  steadiness, 
on  clearly  perceiving  the  mode  in  which  th^  were  to  be 
attacked'. 

The  British  now  advanced  to  the  attack,  under  a  most 
tremendous  fire  of  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of 
the  enemy's  ordnance,  which  was  extremely  well  served. 
The  English  artillery,  in  their  turn,  opened  upon  the- 
enemy,  at  an  interval  of  about  one  hundred  yards ;.  but 
was  soon  rendered  incapable  of  advancing,  from  the  num~> 
ber  of  bidlocks  and  men  that  liad  fallen. 

This  induced  the  English  General  |o  liiaTidonhit  guBSil 
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and  try  the  event  of  a  closer  combat.  Putting  huMelf. 
therefore,  at  the  head  of  bis  whole  line»  and  placing  the 
British  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Maxwell,  to  cover  bis  right, 
he  advanced  with  an  intrepidity  and  boldn^  which  com- 
j!4eteiy  dismayed  the  Mahraltas. 

Notwithstanding  his  .  numerous  artillery*  the  enemy 
foEOnd  himself  unequal  to  withstand  this  charge,  and  was 
quickly  compelled  to  retire  upon  his  second  line,  whicb  he 
had  posted  in  front  of  the  Juah  river. 

Here  the  sevent^'fomth  regiment,  which  covered  the 
Tight  of  the  British  line,  having  auflfered  severely  by  the 
enemy's  cannon,  was  charged  by  a  body  of  Mahratta  ca- 
v^ry  ;  but  the  British  camlry  posted  on  the  right,  having 
repulsed  them,  charged  in  their  turn,  with  such  resistless. 
impetuosity,  that  several  of  the  enemy's  battalions  were 
driven  into  the  Juah  with  immense  slaughter.. 

The  enemy's  line  now  gave  way  in  aH  directionst  and 
v«re  pAirsued  by.Coimiel  Maxwell  at  the  head  of  the  Bri?* 
tish  cavalry  across  the  Juah  river,  beyond  which  they  were, 
cut  down  in  great  numbers. 

Several  of  the  enemy's  guns  having  been  unavoidably 
left  in  Uie  rear  during  the-  heat  of  the  action,  were  at  this 
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momeilt  turned  upon  the  British  troops  in  advance,  by. 
the  perfidious  Mahrattas,  vho  had  thrown  themselves  on 
the  ground,  and  were  consequently  passed  unmolested  by. 
the  Knglish  soldiers. 

This  circumstaeioe  encouraged  some  of  t^  enemy's  re- 
gular infontry  battalions,  which  had  retired  in  rather  bettes 
order,  to  £ice  about  and  commence  a  second  action,  which 
being  maintained  for  a  short  time  with>  great  Airy,,  tti^de 
the  fortune  of  the  day  agiiin.doubtfuL 

General  Wejlesley,  howererj  with  his  usual  gallantryt. 
placing  himself  at  the  head  of  the  seventyreigbtb  regiment, 
and  seventh  battalion  of  sepoys,  compelled  those  partie* 
who  had  seiEed  the  guns  to  surrender,  .though  not  withpub 
some  further  loss,  and  considerable  personal  danger  to 
himself,  having  his  hone  shot  under  him :  while  tbe  gal- 
}»at  Colonel  Ma^twell.  finished  the  destruction,  of  tb» 
enemy,. by  charging,  with  the  nineteenth  lig^  dra^oon^ 
the  battalions  which  bad  rajlied,  wbjcb  be  entirei^ 
broke  and  dispersed,  but  unfortunately,  fi^  himMKia  th^ 
performance  of  this  duty. 

These  last  attacks  proved  decisive  V  (be  M^toMW  M 
in  all  directions,  their.deiad,.amouqtii^  to  twelve  tendredi 
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Ninety-eightpieces  of  cannon,  the  whok  camp  equipag^ 
of  the  enemy,  alt  their  bullocks  and  camels,  and  a  vast 
quhn'ttty  Of  amm'umfci'ohi ' fetl'  >itttft  ^th«'  hands  of 'the 
tictors.       -...-,::.;. 

•  I  ha^  ibeen  btttayed,  by  tbe  vely  interesting  natvire  of 
this  battle,  to  enter  into  b.  much  JOt^er  detail  fllan  I  in- 
tended. But  really  when  we  consider  that  this  victory  was 
o^tbined  by  »o  small  a  nunfiber  of  British  troops,  over  an 
«heitiy  so  immensely  superioi^<4n  numbers,  comprising,  aC 
leasts  ten  thousand .  regular  in&ntiy,  formed,  (disciplined, 
and  in  part  officered  by  Frenchmen,  supported  by  the  tre- 
mendoiis  diaeharge of  neapfy  one  h'uindred  piecesof  cannon,- 
sertedalmost  with  the  precision  and  science  of  JPrench  ai^ 
tiliery,  \frhile  hordes  of  Mahratta  cavalry,  to  the  amou»i 
offorty-thOusand',  hovered  around,  ready  to  cut  in  tipon^ 
andahhihliate  the  little  baud,  if  the  smallest  disorder  or 
ttiistake  had' teikea^lace  during  the  engagement : — if  we 
consider  all  these  circumstances,  conjoined-  with  the  gib-i 
rious  result  which  followed  the  engagement,  we  must  rank 
ib»  «Mtet^amo¥il|ttb«Vi^st  bnit)tim:\^ieti'  have  ev«rl>een 
«btftffi«rf  ^'Bifytiftfcji&bf age  and  skill.  '^ 
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After  this  battle,  Gen^nil  Welleslejr  tamed  his  attention 
to  tlie  Rajali  of  Berar's  army,  which,  after  a  most  &• 
tiguing^nd  unremitted  pursuit,  from  the  25tb  October 
until  the  25th  November,  he  succeeded  in  OTertalcing. 

This  army  he  defeated  in  the  plains  of  Agram,  in  as  de* 
cisive  a  manner  as  be  had  doae  that  of  Soindeah  at  Assye, 
capturing  the  vhole  of  their  elepliaats  and  baggage,  thirty 
eight  pieces  of  cannon,  and  all  their  ammuaitioB. 

General  WeUealey  now  turaed  bis  victorious  amis  against 
the  only  remaining  fortress  of  any  importance  belonging  to- 
the  enemy — an  almost  impregnable  citadel  named  Ga- 
Inlgfaar,  seated  on  the  summit  of  a  Steep  hill. 

/ 

Oo  the  night  of  the  Ktb  Dtscember,  the  batteries  were^ 
opened,  and  a  practicable  Iweacb  having  been  efieoted,  on- 
tfae  morning  of  the  I4th  it  was  carried  by  escalade. 

Xhe  war  havi4gbeen  brongbt  to  a  cooolosionby  tliis- 
bnlUftnt  enterprize,  the  Riyab  of  Berar,  terrified  aai 
smaaed  at  tbe  Jftpidity  of  Gsner^  Weliesk^yfs  operations, 
detennioed.  on  eoncUidinf  a' peace,  witbaft  waiting  (or  tb* 
^ncurreiice  af  bis  #lly  jSciiq(teab.. 

^.'Ttyt:wasirataDtly  in<«^,  J^ppwu^p  tb^  PrUieti  Gca^l, 
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and  negotiations  being  set  on  foot  on  the  I6th  December, 
the  treaty  of  peace  between  tlie  British  government  in 
India  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar  was  actually  conchided  the 
day  foUdving  I   . 

On  the  30th  December  General  Wellesley  had  the  good 
fortune  to  conclude  a  peace  with  Scindeah.  Both  treaties 
¥^re  speedily  ratified  bjr  the  Governor-general  at  Calcutta, 
and  excited  the  admiration  of  India^  not  only  for  the  deci- 
sion and  dispatch  with  which  these  acts  of  diplomacy  were 
'fexecutedf  but  for  the  moderation  and  equity  which  were 
evident  in  the  conditions.  ' 

General  Wellesley,  in  the  whole  of  this  contest,  proved 
to  the  world  that  he  possessed,  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree, those  talents  for  council,  as  well  as  for  the  field, 
which  cannot,  without  the  greatest  disadvlantage,  be  k* 
parated. 

The  Mahratta  war  being  thus  brought  to  a  conclu- 
sion, the  General  now  found  the  reward  of  his  victories 
in  the  gratitude  and  love  of  his  countrymen.  A  swonl, 
valued  at  'one  thousand  pounds,  was  presented  by  the 
fnfaabitants  of  Calcutta.  Thanks  were  voted  to  him 
by  both  houses  of  parliament ;  and  his  Sovereign  ho- 
noored  him  witih'tbe  insignia  of  the  first  military  order  in 
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SiA-ope,  by  creating  hiin  a  knight  of  the  Bath.  Added  to 
vhich,  the  companiom  of  (ii$  loib  and  dangers,  as  a  token 
of  their  esteem  and  regard,  presented  him  with  a  golden 
vase,  of  two  thousand  guineas  value. 

Early  in  the  year  1B05,  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  ■•  loaded 
with  wealth  and  honours  bravely  won,"  returned  to  his 
friends  and  native  country. 

Soon  after  his  return,  he  accompanied  tjord  Cathcart  in 
his  expedition  to  Hanover,  as  commander  of  a  brigade : 
and  this  army  having  again  returned  to  England,  he  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  a  district  on  the  coast.  On 
the  death  of  the  Marquis  Comwallis,  he  was  grati- 
fied with  the  colonelcy  of  the  thirty-third  regiment, 
in  which  he  had  served  thirteen  years  as  lieutenant- 
colonel. 

]!)uring  the  short-lived  administration  of  Lord  Grenville, 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  represented  an  Irish  borough  in  the 
British  parliament,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  debates, 
as  ftr  as  they  concerned  his  brother,  the  Marquis  Wel- 
lesley, whose  measures,' while  Governor-general  of  India, 
were  then  under  discussion. 

On  the  accession  of  the  present  Administration,  he  was 
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appointed  chief  Secretory  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  "of  Ire- 
land, and  accompanied  tlie  Duke  of  Richmond  thither. 

When  Lord  Cathcart  proceeded  to  the  Baltic  with  the 
expedition  against  Copenhagen,  Sir  Arthur  commanded  a 
division ;  and  again  distinguished  himself,  by  defeatii^  a 
detachment  of  Danes  near  Kioge;  by  which- victory  sixty 
officers,  and  fifteen  hundred  men,  with  fourteen  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  a  quantity  of  powder  and  ammunition,  fell 
into  our  possession. 

Soon  after  this  event,  Copenhagen  having  surrendered. 
Sir  Arthur  was  employed,  along  with  Sir  Home  Popham 
and  Lieutenant-Cpl.  Murray  to  conduct  the  capitulation. 

The  foregoing  is  a  very  slight  and  hasty  sketch  of  the 
public  life  of  this  very  distinguished  and  accomplished 
character,  previously  to  his  sailing  on  the  12th  of  July  last 
from  Cork.  Shght  however  as  it  is,  it  may  serve  to  shew 
you,  how  determined  and  resolute  he  is  in  all  the  enterprizes 
in  which  he  engages,  and  with  what  wonderful  rapidity  he 
is  accustomed  to  follow  up  every  advantage  as  it  occurs. 


•(  ..^_^—  On  his  piercing  eye 
Sat  oiwervation  ;  nn  eacli  glance  of  ttiouglit 
Decision  follow'd,  as  the  thunderbolt 
Pursues  Ibc  flash." Home*. 
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I  am  the  more  disposed  to  dwell  upon  these  features  of 
his  character,  from  the  opinion  which  is  at  present  enter- 
tained, of  the  great  advantages  which  were  forfeited  to  our 
country  from  his  having  been  controuled  in  his  measures 
after  the  battle  of  the  91st,  atVimiera;  fui  opinion^  in 
which  I  am  more  and  more  confirmed,  by  every  thing 
which  I  have  heard  since  my  arrival  in  Lisboa, 

Would  you  believe  that  Junot  had  the  effrontery,  on  ar- 
riving here  the  day  after  his  defeat  at  Vimiera,  to  aanounce 
that  he  had  obtained  a  decisive  victory  over  the  English,. 
and  actually  to  force  the  inhabitants  of  Lisbon  to  illumi- 
nate splendidly  on  the  occasion.  But  such  are  the  un- 
worthy arts  by>  which  the  FreDc)i  manage  to  impose  on 
the  ccedulity  of  mankind. 
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LETTER  XrV. 


ANECDQTBS  OF  TUB  FRENCH  SOLDIERr.^THE  RAPIDITY  OF  THEIR 
MittCUBS.-^HALL  TALDB  ATTACHED  TO  THE  LIVES  OF  SOLDIERS  BT 
FRfcNCH  OFFICERS. — ASSASSTHATCD  IN  GREAT  RITHBERS  Br  THE 
PtitniCCFEaE  FBAUNTRt.-~VRBtCHEb  STAVE  »T  THE  FaXNCB  001 
'WmiT  RM^VUIO  USROM^— BVWAL  OF  THE  B»aW  OF  aPWBTO  99 
JOIV  JN  THE  BEO^ECr. 

liWfian,  9lh  October,  lg08. 

The  forced  marches  made  by  the  French  tvoopt,  at  djf^ 
ferent  periods,  during  their  stay  in  this  country,  appear 
almost  incredible.  A  corps  of  troops  (all  volttgeurs)  marched 
from  Bayonne  to  Lisbon  in  thirty  days. 

The  little  value  which  the  French  officers  set  on  their 
soldiers'  lives,  is  equally  astonishing.  On  their  march 
from  Lisbon  to  Evora,  to  quell  a  revolt  of  the  Portuguese, 
they  lost  from  sickness,  fatigue,  and  assassination,  four 
hundred  men. 

I  have  hitherto,  without  success,  endeavoured  to  obtain 
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iwrrect  idfomation  a«  to  the  amoimt  of  the  French  ttoops 
yrhick  tatemd  Portugal  and  Lisbon.  The  niitncs  of  tfa< 
CDWstry  Msert,  vbat  indeei  tlat  French  tbenuelvss  admit, 
tbdt  jtheir'anoy  has  been  thiiinad,  snamoHt  iaofBditdo 
maiwier,byais«aaination.  The  Fcenph  Generals,  bowsver, 
appear  to  ttottttder  Franqe  as  aa  meKhanftibJe  notatiy  fet 
a<Udier«. 

On  the  first  entry  of  Junot's  troops  into  Lisbon  (the 
fust  k  well  anth(Dti(ated),  ikef  W4te  «  a*  Ajilorable  a 
«t*te  fer  ««nt  of  faod,  and  »  KlM<aM  hy  fiitigiie,  thft 
ten  tfaovsapd  aant  might,  viMout  diQaiIfy,  haaie  anaiU* 
lated  tfatga.  I  ognrcnMd  «iti»  •  mUHmtotaet  kihabitu* 
of  Xdsbon,  vbo  asawted  oa.  Jb  aaar  m*M  then  oae  French 
•okUer  die  in  the  atiaet,  on  t)H  idtp  of  tJairaniml,  ftoa 
fetigue  aad  bungeT. 

.  M  T«n«»  Vedias  too  I  faaznt,  that  the  peaaantiy  thcK, 
taking  advantage  of  the  state  of  debility  to  vhich  they  wen 
reduced,  dispatched  great  numbers  of  them,  whenever  they 
caught  them  straggling  in  small  parties  about  the  villagea. 
The  weapons  which  the  peasants  made  use  of,  in  such 
cases,  besides  knives,  were  those  quince-ttee  poles  that  I 
mentioned  in  one  of  my  former  letters,  which  are  ex- 
tremely hard  and  compact,  resembling  the  foreign  timber 
called  trm-vcod. 
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.  I  cannot  comprehend  how  the  poorer  inhabitants  of 
Xtbbon  existed  during  the  domination  of  Junot.  A  tovn, 
about  two. mil»  distant  from  Lisbon,  on  the  s«a  coast, 
cbntains  about  seven  thousand  inhabitants,  all  of  whom 
are. fishermen :  these  poor  people,. for  three  months,  were 
not  allowed  to  quit  their  home,  or  exercise  their  trade. 
Many  of  these  &milies  absolutely  perbhed  in  consequence 
of  this  merciless  prohibition. 

..  The  patriotic  Bishop  of  Oporto,  one  of  those  delegated 
by  thie  Prince  Begent  to  assume  the  reins  of  government 
during  his  absence,  has  refused  to  become  a  member 
of  the  new  Regency,  as  proposed  1^  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple. 
This  decision  of  the  Bi5hop.'B  .has  caiued  various  disturb- 
ances, particularly  inOpCHto,  where  it  was  found  neoessary 
to  apprehend  one  hundred  persons.  The  Bishop,  though 
he  refuses  to  take  an  ostensible  share  in  the  government, 
will. continue  to  exert  his  influence  in  &vour  of  the  Eng- 
lish interests. 
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LETTER  XV. 

LUBOK — ITS  DBUQHTFfJL   CLIMATE. — riCTbRESQVB  AMD  BVEtL  VART- 

ING  BCENBRtOP  THB  Ti9D8.^-"(lBEJrr'lItB4fFAI>ITr  OF  THB  STBXPTS. 

GENERAL  KELLERMAMN— HIS  NARROW  ESCAPE    PRO^  THE  fVJlY  OP 

THB  PORTUGUESE  POPULACB.^MONASTRY  AT  BELEM.— ^HB  ROYAL 

-  PALACE. — PICTURE  ^ALLERT. — ANTi^UG  STATbBS. 

Usbtm,  lHh  Oct.  1808, 
..    Rua  Nona  Je  Sacramento  lie  Lap9. 

1 IM  Still  anxiously  on  the  look-oat  for  letters'  from 
England,  none  of  which  I  hare  yet  reeeiveii  b\rf,  aW 
though  I  feel  much  annoyed  at  this  vtmt  of  punctuality  on 
your  paft,  I  shall  not  retaliate.  '• 

My  present  billet  is  in  the  house  of  a  Portuguese  mar* 
ch«nt,  ih  ohe  of  the  streets  in  thalt  quarter  of  Lisbao  ealW 
Buenos  Ayres.  I  find  it  very  convenient,  from  its  vicinitji 
to  the  Estrella  convent,  where  the  general  hospital  is 
established..''.  i     '.  '  ■■  '.  \ 

Thedlimate  of  PoAugal,  .at  rthia  aeasooi  is  particularly 
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agreeable,  and  I  cannot  help  regretting  that  I  am  so  soon 
to  quit  a  place,  with  which  I  have  every  reason  to  be 
pleased. 

Lisbon  has  been  so  often  described,  that  you  could  team 
little  new  from  any  retDBiks  of  mine.  The  shores  of  the 
.Tagus,  particularly  on  the  other  side,  are  steep  and  rug- 
ged; but  the  river,  covered  with  shipping,  presents  an 
evra^TBrying  piitMB,  which,  viewed  ftom  the  situation 
where  1  now  reside.  Under  all  the  accidents  of  light  and 
shade,  twilight,  mid-day,  or  a  setting  sun,  4isplays  a  great 
variety  of  agreeable  images. 

I  sbonld  admire  the  situation  of  Lisbon  more,  were  it 
aet  for  th«  txtnme  in^unlitjr  of  the  ground  on  which  it 
stao^j  wUeb  readers  walking  estremely  fetiguing,  nayi 
even  laborioiis  i  and  riding  is  dangerous  and  disegreeabUi 
from  the  slipperiness  of  the  st«tM9.  My  rides,  at  present, 
are  confined  to  the  road  between  this  and  Belem,  where  I 
am  attending  Geaenl  Sir  Chtrles  Stuart,  who  has  been 
IH  for  some  daya  of  a  feverish  attack.  He  is  now  re- 
covering. 

1  had  an  opportunity  yesterday  of  seeing  theiie,  for  A  few 
minutes,  the  French  General  Kellermann,  whose  appear- 
ance itertainly  juatiiet  vhitmyimai  *  *  •  remarks  iiihis 
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j<mmal.  The  Oeneial  was  in  eolouf«d  «lothes«  irhicb  did 
not  ftd4  mndi  to  the^gnify  of  his  appeantnoe,  and  I  cmi- 
fesb  I  lifted  my  eytknovn  a  litkle*  vboQ  ]>e  tan^ubcedliim- 
self  to  Major  Burke,  General  Stuart's  major  of  hngade. 
Kellerraann's  face  is  rather  defective  in  that  feature  which 
we  are  tald  in  Hudihras,  Talicotius  was  ho  dextrous  in  te- 
Medjfi^;  and  this  defect  is  rendered  still  more  cooepftCiH- 
ous  by  a.  imrabcr  of  odd-sbaped  pieces  of  biack  sticking 
plaster  distributed  over  bis  visage. 

A  few  evenings  ago,  be  bad  been  to  dine  with  General 
•  •  •,  and  was  on  his  return  to  the  ship.  Although  it 
vaa  dvsk,  be  was  recognised  on  the  q«ay  by  tbe  vindic^ 
fcive  populace,  who  imntediately  set  up  a  wM-wboop,  tnd, 
but  for  tbe  active  exertions  of  our  sailors,  whp  hurried 
bbn  into  a  boat,  be  would  soon  have  been  dispptched  to 
tbe  f^oomy  banks  ofCocytus.  As  it  was,  a  raggunuffin 
had  got  a  knded  pistol  dose  to  poor  Kellermann's  ear, 
and  was  in  the  very  act  of  drawing  the  trigger,  when  a 
sailor,  a  disciple  of  Galley's  I  suppose^  put  in  so  neat  a 
blov  OB  the  fellow's  temple,  tliat  he  fell  into  the  stern 
sbcetBafaboatcloseby,.aad  the  General,  in  rather  bloody 
plight,  was  hurried  on  board. 

This  circumstance  will  shew  you,  how  much  the  lower 
classes  here  love  the  French.    Indeed,  Imd  not  tbe  spirit  of 
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the  superior  orders  been  entirely  extinct,  falten  as  tHs 
country  undoubtedly  is  in  the  scale  of  European  nations, 
the  French  might  have  found  its  conquest  a  matter  of  no 
smalt  difficulty. 

I  should  tell  you  that  Kellermann  is,  together  with  the 
third  division  of  the  French  army,  detained  here  as  a 
hostage  for  the  safe  return  of  the  transports  vfaich  hare 
sailed  to  a  French  port  vith  the  other  two  divisions.  Kel- 
lerman  is  very  desirous  to  get  away :  his  situation  here 
is  not  quite  so  comfortable  as  formerly. 

I  have  visited  every  place  worth  seeing  at  BeTem,  not 
omitting  the  beautiful  church  and  convent,  founded  by 
Alphonso  Henriquz,  in  1145,  and  dedicated  to  tlie  Virgin 
Mary.  The  church  is  a  most  superb  building,  and,  ex- 
cepting that  ttt  Batjilba.  perhaps  thf^  finest  specimen  of 
what  is  called  the  Arabesque  Gothic  in  existence. 

Camoens  mentions  this  building  in  the  Lusiad,  when 
describing  the  pious  mariners  of  Vasco  de  Gama,  {the 
discoverer  of  India)  invoking  the.blessing  of  the  Almighty 
on  their  undertaking. 

"WheFe  foaming  on  the  shore  the  tide  appean^ 
A  sacred  fone  iU  hoary  arches  rears  : 
Dim  o'er  ibe  sea  the  erening  shades  dewend, 
Aad  at  the  holy  shrine  deyout  we  beod  ; 
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There,  ythUe  Ihe  tapen  on  the  altai  blase, 

Our  pmyers  and  earnest  vows  to  Heaven  we  raiie. 

Safe  thro'  (he  deep,  where  every  yawning  ware 

Stitl  to  the  sailor's  eye  displays  his  prmve ; 

Through  honling  tempests  and  through  galpha  unby'd, 

O  mighty  CM  1  be  thou  onr  watchful  guide. 

MicKLi's  IiUsiAD,  BobkiT.* 


The  body  of  the  royal  founder  of  the  church,  lies  em- 
balmed in  a  tomb,  beneath  the  high  altar ;  and  four  other 
kings  are  contained  in  as  man^  huge  sarcophagi  of  black 
marble,  placed  in  niches  in  the  nave. 

This  building  was  so  severely  agitated  during  the 
earthquake  of  1755,  that  two  of  the  huge  columns  which 
support  its  roof  gave  way.  They  have  been  supplied  by 
two  very  mis-shapen  masses  of  masonry. 

The  church  contains  several  singular  Arabesque  carv- 


*  This  solemn  scene  is  thus  menlioDed  in  history  : — '*  Aberat  Olygippotte 
.prope  littuB  quatoor  paasamn  miUia  templum  sand  religiosum  et  sanctum  ab 
Henrico  in  honcnem  sanctissinuB  virginis  edificatum  ***.  In  id  Gama  pridie 
iUius  diei,  quo  erat  narem  conscensums,  se  recepit,  nt  noctem  cam  reli- 
giosis  boninibos  qui  in  ledibtu  templo  omjaactis  habitabant  in  precibns  <t 
Totis  consnmeret.  Sequenti  die  cum  mnlti  non  illius  tantum  grati&,  sed 
aliorametiam,qai  illi  comites  erant,  convenissent,  faitabomsibnainscapbis 
deductns.  Neque  soliim  homines  religioai,  ssd  reliqui  omnes  voce  ma^f"!** 
cum  lachrymis  i  Deo  precabantnr  at  ben£  et  prosper^  ilia  tam  pericolosa 
navigatio  omnibus  eveniret,  et  unirersi  re  beni  gesta  iucolumes  in  patriam 
Rdiient.**— See  Mickle'i  Lusiad,  Oxford  Edition,  i778. 
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iDgs  in  wood ;  add  there  are  mmut  freico  paintings  in  a 
Tcry  handsome  cloister  adjoining,  the  subjects  of  which 
are  the  passion  of  our  SftTnur.  There  is  also  an  original 
painting  of  St.  Jerome^  by  Albert  Durer,  which  hangs  in 
the  libmry  belonging  to  the  convent.  From  this  libraiy 
Junot  had  taken  several  valuable  manuscripts,  most  of 
'Which  he  had  been  ccmipelled  to  send  back.  But  the  monk 
who  attended  me  regrette4  the  loss  of  a  most  valuable  tYAf- 
imnafed  manuscript  bible,  which  be  had  succeeded  in 
carrying  off  to  France :  "  But  the  French  are  all  rob* 
bers,"  said  tlie  monk,  shrugging  his  shoulders,  "  all  I 
all  m" 

Another  building  at  Belem,.  which  I  Inve  tttn,  a  the 
royal  palace.  This  is  6nety  sttuaied  do  tike  badoks  of  the 
Tagus,  of  which  it  commands  a  delightful  view.  It  is  a 
humble  building  of  wood,  the  Royal  Family  having.  an:er 
the  jtttal  earthquake,  determined  to  avoid  juarhle  struc- 
tures for  tlie  future.  In  this  palace  the  Due  d'Abrantes 
had  employed  a  great  matv^  workmen,  to  execvte  a  nvtm" 
b&  of  additions  and  alterations  which  he  had  projected 
previous  to  his  taking  possession  of  it.  'Hit  h»  depftrtws 
Jte  had  resided  in  the  mansion  of  a  rich  Portuguese  mer- 
chftnt  at  Lisbon.  Belem  palace  is  stilt  crovried  with  the 
scaffolding  which  had  been  erected,  in  completing  a  large 
audience-chamber  ior  the  invader^  the  utaUt  of  wliioh  Me 
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nearly  covered  with  basso-rdievos,  in  the  worst  French 
rtyfe,  and  of  the  most  absurd  and  pr<;p03tcrous  inveat 
lions. 

On  entering  a  gallery,  I  was  introduced  to  an  old, 
gentieman,  who  shewed  me  a  very  beautiful  cabinet  of 
pictures,  which  tibe  French  had  packed  up  with  greAt 
care,  and  were  about  to  carry  away  very  snugly,  wfaeA 
they  were  detected,  and  the  spoils  brought  back  to   the 


This  collection  contains  some  fine  specimens  of  the 
art.  Among  others,  a  Susanna  by  Vandyck  ;  an  exqui- 
site easel  picture  by  Sir  Peter  Paul  Rubens,  the  subject 
of  which  is  his  own  family,  grouped  as  saints — the  colour- 
ing of  St.  Sebastian  quite  enchanting;  two  or  three  fine 
pictures  by  Gerard  Douw,  and  many  others,  whose  names 
and  subjects  I  need  not  oouaaefate  to  you<. 

But  there  were  two  wfaicb  pwticularly  caught  my  at- 
tention, from  their  being  the  works  of  a  very  promising 
Portuguese  artist^  who  died  at  an  early  period  of  life ;  his 
name  is  Vieira,  the  yxHinger  of  that  name.  These  pictures 
are  very  fine,  and  the  more  interesting,  from  being  pro- 
tkiGed  by  the  native  of  a  country,  iidiicb  of  late  has  done 
Jiepbt  to  ncrthii^  ia  t^  line  avts. 
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.  The  subjects  of  both  these  pictures  are  in  the  Lusiad  • 
so  that  here  we  have  the  ideaa  of  the  best  Portuguese  poet 
represented  by  the  pencil  of  a  Portuguese  painter. 

One  of  the  pictures  is  remarkable  for  its  expression, 
and  the  beautiful  way  in  which  is  represented  the  story  of 
the  unfortunate  Inez  de  Castro,  surrounded  by  her  lovely 
babes,  throwing  herself  at  the  feet  of  her  inexorable  mur- 
derer. 

Dragg'd  from  her  bower  bj  miinl'ious  ruffian  handt, 

Before  the  frowning  king  fair  Inez  elands ; 

Her  tears  of  arllew  innocence,  her  air 

So  niitd,  so  lovely,  and  her  foce  so  &ir, 

'MoT'd  the  stern  monarch  ;  when  with  eager  zeat 

Her  fierce  destroyers  nrg'd  the  public  weal ; 

Dread  rage  again  the  tyrant's  soul  possest, 

And  Ills  dark  brow  hie  cruel  thoughts  confest ; 

O'er  ber  pale  face  a  sudden  paleness  spread, 

Her  ihrobbing  heart  with  generous  anguish  bled ; 

Anguish  to  view  her  lover's  hopeless  woes, 

And  all  the  mother  in  ber  bosom  rose. 

Her  beauteous  eyes  in  trembling  tear-drops  drown'd 

To  Heavm  she  lilted,  but  her  hands  were  bound  ; 

Then  on  her  infants  tarn'd  the  piteous  glance, 

The  look  of  bleeding  woe ;  the  babes  advance 

Smiling  in  innocence  of  infant  age 

Unawed,  unconscious  of  theii  grandgire's  rage. 

Micklb's  Lusiad,  Bookiii. 

I  hope  you  will  pardon  my  inserting  the  passage  at 
length,  its  beauty  and  piUbos  must  form  my  apologjn. 
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Mickle  has  been  very  successful  here:—**  The  look  of 
bleeding  woe"  is  an  exquisite  expression — Is  it  not  ? 

You  cannot  conceive  how  much  I  was  gratified  in  find- 
ing that  these  two  fine  pictures  were  thus  preserved  to 
their  native  country.  Sir  Charles  Cotton  and  Major- 
General  Spencer,  who  were  present,  seemed  to  experience 
the  same  sensations.  On  leaving  the  gallery,  I  inquired 
for  the  two  beautiful  antique  statues,  which  are  mentioned 
with  so  much  admiration  by  several  travellers.  These  too 
had  been  packed  up  by  the  iadrones,  but  returned  to  their 
proper  owner.  One  is  a  young  Apollo,  the  other  a  piping 
£iun.  Both  are  exquisite,  but  the  faun  is,  in  my  opinion, 
the  better  statue.  It  is  almost  equal  to  the  Autinous  in 
juvenile  grace.    Adieii. 


yGoogle 


tI4  eiMPAioi):  tK  KOLtuaiti. 

stalactite  or  petreftctkm  had  beea  fonned  vithin  fita 
yean,  and.  being  at  leaat  tix  inclies  in  tliickness  all 
round,  a  very  aaiall  caritjr  had  been  left  in  the  centre  lor 
the  water  to  pats  through. 

Among  the  spceiiness  from  tbe  animal  kingdom,  I  re- 
marked afine  hippopotamua,  a  rhinoceroa,  and  some  other 
rare  quadrupeds,  well  preserved.  Most  of  the  articles  are 
placed  in  mahogany  glazed  cases,  and  are  all  arrangied 
according  to  the  Linnsn  system.* 

In  returning  from  the  Museum,  I  was  asked  by  a  ftiend 
to  survey  an  extraordinary  dungeon  behind  the  palace.  We 
descended  about  thirty  feet,  ilod  entered  a  smalt  vaulted 
chamber,  which  waa  paved  with  marble  .flags,  in  the  /floor 
of  which  we  observed  six  or  seven  circular  pits,  barely 
large  enough  to  contain  abuman  body  in  a  sitting  posture. 
To  each  pit  was  accurately  Stted  a  ponderous  marble  co- 

li,-  Itao,  the  ipriiig  of  MontelaTar  ought  to  tie  much  more  efficient  than 
that  of  Clifton,  (ince  it  contains  a  much  greater  proportion  of  tile  carbonate 
of  lime ;  and  it  would  therefoie  be  better  if  all  inTolids  Trlio  repair  to  Lisbem 
wcie  to  tcaide  at  the  Tillage  of  MoDlclarar,  and  drink  the  water  at  its  source, 
before  it  has  deposited  a  great  proportion  of  the  lime  in  i(s  passage  through 
the  aqueduct  to  Lisbon.  For  an  analysis  of  this  water,  see  Vol.  1.  of  the 
Memoin  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Lisbon. 

*  The  French  had  attempted  to  steal  several  chests  of  Natural  History 
from  this  Museum,  but  were  prevented  from  effecting  it,  owing  to  the  firm 
interfcfence  of  Geoml  Beiesfetd  and  Lord  Preby. 
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vering,  pierced  with  a  square  hole  in.  the  centre^  to  admit 
air.  In  these  pits,  I  was  informed,  that  the  unfortunate 
conspirators  against  the  life  of  the  late  king  Joseph  tiie 
First,  had  been  imprisoned  by  the  sanguinary  Marquis  de 
Pombal,  previously  to  their  execution  on  a.  scaffold  before 
his  palace,  on  the  18th  January,  1759- 

The  Portuguese  hare  long  been  notorious  all  over  Eu- 
rope for  the  inhuman  cruelty  of  their  punishmmts,  and  the 
dreadful  state  of  their  prisons.  Form«ly,  when  a  person 
was  obnoxious  to  the  government,  he  suddenly  disap- 
peared, and  was  rarely  ever  heard  of  again. 

Imprisonment  in  the  Bastile  must  have  been  a  mere  joke 
to  that  of  a  Portuguese  dungeon.  I  am  almost  petrified 
by  the  horrible  accounts  which  have  come  to  my  ears  on 
this  subject,  since  I  have  been  in  Lisbon. 

Many  of  the  cells  are,  I  am  told,  on  a  level  with  the 
Tagus,  with  which  they  communicate,  so  that  a  foot  of 
water,  or  more,  flows  in  every  tide ;  and  in  these  the  vie- 
tims  of  despotism  and  superstition,  linger  out  a  miserable 
exntenoe. 

Sterne  has  touched  upon  this  subject,  in  his  affecting 
q2 
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tale  of  CorponU  Trim's  poor  briber  Tom;  wi  1  ]t9ver 
|MW&  the  door  of  a  saiua^  shop,  or  throiigk  the  squArc- 
^>e{ote,  the  Inquisition,  but  1  think  either  of  tbftt  uiw 
fortunate  youth,  or  of  bi>  more  cslehratad  feUow-wSersit 
t>oor  PangloM.     Adieu..  , 
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LETTER  XVir. 


TUe  EARTHQUAKE  OF  .1755— APPEAHANCEa  STILb  BXISTINO.— A  TO- 
TITB  TABLET  IN  THE  CHUHCH  OF  THE  ESTRELLA  CONVENT. — BITU- 
MEN erXEI*  FOUND  FN  THE  TAGUS; THEltMAI.  SFRINtiS. QENEKO- 

SITY  0«  TlfE  BHITISH  NATJOW  1.1  17^6  tTl^i  DQAtlirDItEy  JlUt 
TIOM^P  BY  THE  FORTUGIJESB.-<-nFINE  TKALT  IN  A  BORIUaUE$n 
NOBLEMAN. 

Zisbont  IQth  October,  1808. 

I  if  ATE  this  day  be«D  fevoitv^  with  your  lefctM  of  tba 
12th  of  last  montfa>  and  am  truly  happy  to  reeoive 
such  good  accounts  of  your  improving  health.  I  shall 
BOt  iail  to  aoBwec  all  your  inquirk«.  aft  I  proceed ;  indoed 
you  viU  fiod.  on  the  F«ceipt  of  my  l«8t  letleis,  that  I  ha«» 
already  anticJptNbed  vosM  of  your  stquoata. 

As  to  tb^  «arthquali«  of  17M,  (.vfaea  to  mak^  hbo  of 
the  words  of  Seneca — *  Intec  aiagDun  urbe^  et  nwUasa 
Dox  una  interfiiit')  one  is  constantly  reminded  of  that 
dneadfiU  ttaianuty^  9n  walluDg  the  stfvsta  sihmtad  mkv  the 
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river  and  Pra^a  de  Commercio.  Immense  masses  of  ruined 
churches  and  convents  rise  up  in  all  directions  among  the 
modern  buildings;  while  the  perpendicidar  mounds  on 
which  they  stand,  exhibiting  tlie  fractured  stratums  of 
rocks,  clearly  demonstrate  the  nature  of  the  convulsion 
which  caused  the  destruction  of  tlie  incumbent  buildings. 

An  entire  city  swallowed  up  in  one  instant,  presents  to 
the  human  mind  the  idea  of  a  scene  so  extremely  terri6c, 
that,  on  a  first  glance,  one  feels  a  diflScuUy  to  compre- 
hend it ;  but  if  you  lay  hold  of  a  single  incident,  the  do- 
mestic tale,  for  example,  of  a  private  family,  one  or  two 
members  of  which  were  providentially  preserved,  while 
the  rest  perished  in  the  common  ruin,  you  may  con- 
ceive, in  some  measure,  the  heart-rending  scenes  of  which 
I  speak. 

.  I  was  led  to  make  this  reflection,  by  casting  my  eyes 
accidentally,  the  other  day,  on  a  small  votive  tablet,  sus- 
pended in  the  interior  of  the  church  in  the  Estrella  con- 
vent. It  is  a  picture  containing  an  humble  representation 
of  a  very  affecting  little  episode,  which  formed  a  part  of 
this  grand  epic  of  human  misery. 

A  man  and  bis  wife,  seized  with  terror,  bad  rushed  into 
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tile  atreet  on  the  int  alarm,  and  in  an  instant  liebeld  tlieic 
home  a  maw  of  ruins.  After  the  first  moments  of  horror, 
they  missed  their  only  child,  whom  they  had  left  within  in 
a  cradle.  You  may  conceive  their  distress.  Invoking  the 
almighty  Author  of  their  being,  they  vowed  to  bestow  a 
sum  of  money  on  the  church  of  the  £strella  (onveat,  if  it 
sliould  please  Him  to  spare  their  first-bom's  hfe.  It  was 
discovered  alive  amid  the  ruins,  curiously  nestled  under 
some  rafters,  which  b^  falling  obliquely  over  it,  had  saved 
it  from  destruction.  They  performed  their  vow,  and  this 
tablet  commemorates  the  event. 

Earthquakes  are  still  common  here,  especially  towards 
the  month  of  November.  Two  or  three  slight  shocks  are 
generally  felt  every  year. 

Bitumen  i$  often  found  floating  in  the  waters  of  the 
Tagus,  and  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city,  there  are  some 
thermal  springs.  The  waters  of  one  of  these  have  been  col- 
lected, and  furnish  some  baths.  I  have  uaed  them,  and 
find  that  their  heat  is  about  eighty-eight  degrees  ;  that  is 
two  degrees  higher  than  Buxton.  The  water  appear»  to 
be  riightly  impr^nated  with  sulphur,  the  sulphurated 
hydrogen  gas. 

These  are  pretty  strong  proofs,  I  think,  that  subterra- 
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IK9M1S  combutition  is  flonstantiy  goM^fm  bere«  whidtmaj^ 
agnn  prove  ficbal  to  tkitdty.* 

Tire  Porttguese  flwquently  talk  of  the  ganeposifey  which 
tfcflf  English  etrnced  to  them,  after  tlte  calamity  of  1765; 
iiid  I  hav©  very  tetely  beft*d  some  Of  t(re  people  ««aert; 
febirt:  their  cowitrymen  can  ftevfet  Ibrget  their  benefftctors. 
1  hope  they  never  wflli  least  <5f  aM  at  the  present  crisis. 

Thte  taettet  classfes  of  Port»giie8e  often  evince  soifle  fine 
traits  of  character ;  traits  that  do  honour  to  the  human 
heart.  I  can  illustrate  this  by  an  anecdote  which  has 
fisJlen,  within  these  few  days,  under  my  own  olWttrvtttifen. 

An  English  officer  requested  me:to  vliit  his  wife,  a  very 
beautiful  woman,  to  whom  he  was  much  and  sincerely  at- 
tectibd,  not  only  for  ber  own  bKcel4efit  qualities,  but  as 

*  ProfcsBor  Link  remMkE — "  It  is  particularly  striking  thai  basalt  is  onlj 
to  be  found  in  (liosc  two  parts  of  t^ortugal,  Lisbon  and  Cape  St,  Vincent, 
iikae  On  vktthtfwtke  >«f  It5t  w«B  ftiMt  vfnfcfct ;  bii4  IMs  circtnnstfifroe  Is 
thought  to  con6nTi  the  opinion  that  basalt,'  covering  greaf  (Irataoftoal) 
Airnislies  inaterlals  for  subterraneous  Jircs,  and  thus  gives  rise  to  earthquakei 
nO  vnlttHlMbt  bat  JtmbtA  Aot  befn^M  thrtBelem,  wftfcfa  pnrtljsiKnds 
on  a  basalt  hitl,8u^ied  Lets  frDoi  that  oarthqabka  ihan  «ome  jiarlfl  iff  t)if Uotni| 
evidently  founded  upon  limcsione  ;  perhaps  Ibe  basak  had  a(  some  formei 
period  been  forced  up  from  these  parts  by  a  similar  cnnVnlstoti ;  knU  the 
■hocks  which  Lisbon  has  felt  from  time  to  time,  are  attempts  of  Nature  to 
raisesimilar  hills."  See  Link's  jQurney  through  Portugal.  LondoB,  J180I, 
jftge  182.'  ,■•.■*■■■■' 
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themotheff  of  three  beautiful  pbUilren,  ^IL  in  a  .state  Cff 
infancy.  On  going  to  his  quarters^  X  foui^ber  in  the  last 
stage  of  a  remittojt  fever,  a  disease  which  has  been  very 
pcevalept  and  fatal  >nip»^  ^ur  troops.  I jUe^npt  Imnss 
your  feelings  by  depicting  pipe  of  tho6e«ceo^  wh^ch  mep 
of  my  profession  ate  sp  often  called  on  to  witness*  .  It  was 
the  tenth  day  of  the  fever.  Her  6pul  was  >  on  the  wwit-^ 
9nd  bythe  same  evening  she, bad  breathed  her  htst. 

Her  unfortunate  husband,  while  he  felt  ber  lo»  as  the 
greatest  calamity  that  could  have  befallen  him,  strove  to 
stifle  his  sufferings  as  he  caressed  his  lisping  babes,  who 
demanded  when  their  mamma  would  return. 

With  three  helpless  in&nts,  in  the  midst  of  a  foreign 
country,  he  was  under  orders  to  march  with  his  regiment 
to  Spain.  Divided  between  a  sense  of  public  and  private 
daty,  what  could  be  do  ?  He  was  advised  to  apply  to  Sir 
John  Moore,  for  leave  to  carry  his  children  to  England. 
His  wishes  could  not  be  complied  with.  *'  Never  mind, 
my  dear  friend,"  said  the  generous  Portuguese  noble  in 
whose  house  he  is  billeted,  "  cease  to  grieve,  unfortunate 
Englishman,  leave  your  infants  with  me :  Behold  my  three 
daughters,  they  shall  each  discharge  the  duties  of  a  mother 
to  one  of  your  infants,  and  I  will  be  as  a  &ther  to  the 
whete."    *'  So  we  will>  my  dear  father,"  cried  his  daugh- 
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ten.    This  was  too  much  for  Captain  •••••,  and  fae 
hastened  out  of  the  room. 


I  hare  this  moment  l^amt  that  Sir  John  Moore  has 
granted  my  friend  leare  to  return  to  England,  on  being 
'fiilly  informed  of  his  situation,  lie  is  an  excellent  man, 
much  esteemed  by  alt  who  faav€  the  pleasure  to  know  him, 
and  will  carry  home  with  him  the  best  wishes  of  this  army. 
Adieu. 
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LETTER  XVIII. 


SIR  JOHN  MO.ORE'a  AEHT  SETTING  OFF  FOR  SFIIN— HiRCHEI  IN  1 

DIVISIONS.^UNPOPULAR    MEASURES  ADOPTED  BT    THE  REQENCT.-^ 

•     CBAPBt.  «F  ST.  JOHN  THE  BAFTUT  IK  THE  CHVRCH  OF  BT.  BOCHI.-* 
THE  POKTOeCBBB  1VBATBE. 

IMoii,  ild  Oaoier,  ISOS. 

I  AH  prepaxing,  my  dear  friebd,  to  set  out  for  Spain, 
and  have  been  engaged  in  purctiasing  animals  for  the  car- 
riage of  my  baggage.  Great  part  of  the  army  is  already 
on  its  narch ;  oux  department;  will  follow  iq  two  days 
hencev  , 

'  You  know  that  Sir  John  Moore,  is  chief  in  oommajQt^of 
the  army  going  into  Spain  ;  and  tiiat  Sir  Hany  Burrard 
is  to  remain  at  the  head  of  military  affairs  in  Portugal. 

:  The  fortieth  and  eighty-second  regiments,  being  lath^ 
Sicktyj  are  to  reiiiain.bei»;  all  ths  rest  9f  thp  a^my  i;  iq 
excellent  qonditioil.  It  appean,  a  very  Jiong  march,  frpq^ 
hence  to  Sal|>mluica  or  Burgos,. particu)s|rly, as  tlie;roads  if 
r3 
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this  country  are  intolerably  bad  ;  but  I  hope  that  we  shall 
make  it  out  notwithstanding  pretty  well. 

The  army  moves  forward  in  three  columns :  the  right, 
comprising  the  artillery  and  cavalry,  under  the  command 
of  Lieu  tenant-General  Hope,  will  proceed  by  the  route  of 
Elvas  and  Badajos,  towards  Madrid.  The  left  by  way  of 
Coimbra  and  Vispu  to  Almeida  and  Cuidad  Rodrigo. 
While  the  centre  will  go  up  the  right  bank  of  the  Tagus, 
by  the  way  of  Santarem  and  Abrantes,  through  Villa  Velha, 
Castel  BrancQ,  and  Guarda,  towards  Almeida  and  Cuidad 
Rodrigo.  Sir  John  Moore's  head-quarters  will  proceed  by 
the  central  route,  which  is  also  that  of  the  medical  staff.. 

Several  corps'  have  been  for  some  time  cantoned  in  ad- 
vance towards  the  Spanish  frontiers;  these  will  of  course 
move  on  first,  an(!  as  the  army  will  proceed  by  single  corpi 
from  town  to  town,  the  men  will  be  by  that  means  put 
under  cover  each  night,  which  w^ill  be  an  efiectual  method 
of  guarding  against  sickness. 

The  Regency  here  have  made  themselves  very  unpopular 
of  late,  by  a  singular  measure  of  finance,  the  ol^ect  of  which 
is  to  depress  the  current  value  <rf  the  Spanish  dollars,  iji 
which  the  British  army  has  in  geaeral  been  paid.  Our 
Paymastet'^toeral  has  for  some  time  made  pay tneata  in 
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gold  Spantsb  pieces,.irfaich  bave  also  suffered  a  coniidecable 
depreciation.  The  fioops  grumble  a  good  deal  at  this  ; 
and  so  do  the  trading  part  of  the  Portuguese.  Many  of 
thie  latter,  w1k>  held  any.  quantity  of  Spanish  money,  hav6 
lost  considerably :  I  believe  nearly  fourpeoce  an  each  dol- 
lar. From  this  fact  you  may  judge  of  t^e  political sagacitjr 
the  Regency. 

I  regret  leaving. Portugal  without  having  been  able  to 
visit  Cintra,  vhich  is  celebrated  here  as  a  sort  of  terrestrial 
paradise  ;  but  I  have  been  so  much  occupied,  that'I  bav« 
lost  many  sights,  which  I  wished  to  have  bedn  able  to  de^ 
scribe  to  you. 

I  have,  however,  examined  with  attention  the  celebrated 
chapel  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  which  is  certainly  a  ck^- 
^cai-oTt  of  magniiicence.  It  is  unfortunately  placed  in  an 
old  church  dedicated  to  St.  Roche ;  and  much  of  its 
beauty  is  lost  from  the  want  of  a  sufficiency  of  light  to  disr 
tinguish  its  parts.  There  being  only  one  window,  which 
is  at  the  extremity  of  the  bmlding,  the  few  cays,  of  light 
which  enter  are  thrown  obliquely  past  the  Mosaic  chapel, 
without  illuminating  it..  ■-■■.'.  ^  , 

This  chapel  cODtaiiis.  thiee  very  fine  Mosaic  picture 
copied  firom  tbe.vo[k»  of  BaphatLand  Guilia.    Tbafa.o^r 
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the  altar  is  the  Annundatioa,  and  on  the  rigUt  and  left 
are  the  baptism  of  our  Saviour  by  St.  John.,  and  the  de- 
scent of  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  altar  is  cotnposed  of  lapis 
hauli  and  amethyst,  round  wbi^h  is  a  broad  gold  mai^in. 
ThepaTODMnt  is  also  wrought  in  Mosaic;  and  the  pillars 
are  blocks  of  jasper,  verd  antique,  Egyptian  granite,  lapis 
lazuli,  and  alabaster.  The  doors  by  which  you  enter  this 
chapel  are  of  brass,  exquisitely  wrought  and  gilt ;  in  the 
ccntic-is  suspended  a  large  golden  lamp.  I  am  afraid;  to 
hKiltion  tbe  immense  sum  Which  this  oratory  is  said  to  haye 
cdsti  ■  It  was  ma^  at  Rome  for  king  Joha  the  Fifth  ;  And 
tMet  having -been  erected  there,  ^nd  consecrated  by  the 
Pope,  was  pulled  down,  and  sent  hither  by  sea. 

In  the  church  is  a  singular  old  painting  of  St.  Roche, 
painted  in  a  hard  gotluo  manner;  but  Che.  expression  of 
the  Saint's  head  Is  deUghtftil.;  I  forget,  however,  that  you 
at«  not  quite  so  foolishly  fond  of  pictures  as  I  am,  and  I 
miist  curtail  my  notices  on  wcud&s  of  art  for  tbe  future. 

Thore  is  here  a  good  opera-house^  but  there  has  beea 
no  performance  in  it  since  my  arrival  from  Torres  Vedras. 
Once  I  have  seen  a  Portuguese  play,  but  could  not  find 
enough  of  amusement  to  induce  me  to  wish  for  a  repetition. 
We  are  likewise  exposed,  in  going  home  at  miduig)ita  to 
cascades  irom  the  windows  of  the  inhabiUidts.    O.vr  £rifn4 
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F***  experioioed  this  &ct  a  &w  evenipgs  ago.  He  was 
going  in  a  cabriolet,  dressed  cip-»-pee,  to  a  gay|party ;  hear- 
ing some  unusual  noise  in  the  street,  he  leant  forwards, 
and  put  out  bis  head  from  beneath  the  leather  curtains,  to 
inform  himself  of  the  cause...  In  »  moment  he  was  deluged 
with  the  torrent  of  a  stream  from  one  of  those  reservoirs ; 
and  instead  of  shining  away  at  the  ball,  was  obliged  to  re- 
turn tO' fab  quartern,  and  no  doubt'  showered  a  volley  wf 
blessings  on  the  bleanly  Portuguese.  Jiiiiot  had  made  some 
severe  laws  on  this  head  ;  but  since  his  depor^pi^,  the,  in- 
habitants hare  relapsed  into  all  their  filthy  cnstams. 

Had  one-half  of  the  money  paid  fi>r  St.  John  the  Bap- 
tisfs'i^apel  be^i^lkid  niit'b^  HUi^  Jtihn,  in  thecoiistrnc- 
tion  of  6ommbn  teweri,'  thii  <!ity '  tbi(jHt  have  been  at  thiir 
day  as  cleanly  as  any  in  Europe,  and  the  name  of  his  Ma- 
jesty endeared  to  posterity,  for  having  conferred  so  great  a 
benefit  on  the  inhabitants  d!  mis  capital.  -   '  ' 

,    ■  '■  ■        •/       .■.',.:    :-i;.    ■,l({M-:.i.lH  ■■)  .:    -.rl    .iiff-.-i  mIi'i,, 

i        i'     '■!     ■'   'ir/it   i!  )!j;    ■■;:-i';    l;    -.i     .;    !:;■'■  ,i    ■,■,■,..! 

■  ■     ■    'I-.  .  1  )7il  i;  1  )  ■/■)ill.l.i  ><;     ;  Its  •  -  r!  v/<i!i  .^11;.:   J 

'■   ',   ■■   '■■  l''''"f  I    j-7.'->  m-i'dd  J^ni-rtl);!,;  >Si   ,■);!  .i  ■)Mu:l  u'::: 

.'.    '■■'■■  ">}  i[-_vtl   ■.  if    !•:!':     '  ,'■' ./   !.      '  -■  ; 
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Oq  getting  clear  of  the  buildings  of  the  subuH^s,  we  en- 
tered a  country  covered  with  rioeyards  and  olive  planta- 
tions, enclosed  with  high  stone  walls.  The  leaves  of  the 
vines  had  put  on  the  livery  of  autumn,  and  contrasted 
agreeably  with  the  dark  green  of  the  olrves,  now  bending 
under  their  ripening  berries. 

We  passed  several  cheerful  quintas  overhanging  the 
lake,  and  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  reached  the  vil- 
lage of  Saccavem,  seven  miles  distant  firom  Lisbon.  Here 
wececeived  a  billet  upon  the  house  of  a  Portuguese  hidalgo, 
named  De  La.Mottaye.  Having.  ^}proached  the  house, 
and  presented  the  ticket  of  the  Juoi  de  Fore,  we  were 
shewn  into  a  spacious  well-furnished  apartment,  while  our 
servants  were  conducted  to  the  stable-yard  witb  our  horses 
and  baggage  mules« 

On  returning  from  the  villi^  when  we  dmed,  we  were 
Te(xived  l^  the  (ady  of  the  house,  who  very  politely  of- 
Isred  us  tea,  which  we  accepted.  On  finding,  that  I  could 
speak  a  little  Portuguese,  she  entered  into  coaversatiob 
with  me,  and  I  fonnd  from  b^  discourse  that  her  busbaMK 
whose  absence  in  Lisbon  she  r^jretted,  was  b  flag-crfScct  ja 
the  Portuguese  navy.  She  added,  that  he  had  fadd  an  im- 
portant command,  for  some  years,  on  the  coast  o£  Braail,  te 
which  country  she  had  accompanied  him ;  and  where,  «hc 
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Mid,  the  elder  of  lier  two  children  (whom  she  promised  to 
ititroduce  to  i»  iit  the  morning),  had  been  bom. 

Understanding,  from  what  accidentally  fell  from  me, 
that  I  had  baen  for  a  time  in  South  America,  she  en- 
tered into  a  very  interesting  description  of  the  settlement 
of  Pemambocd,  and  the  town  of  La  Recifio ;  arid  her  ob- 
servations left  us  impceiaed  with  a  very  fkvourable  opinion 
of  her.acntenoas  and  Judgment. 

-  Altera  eoavefaition  of  some  length  she  retired,  and 
sent  in  a  male  c66k;  to  know  Irhat  we  wished  for  supper; 
On  our  decliiring  that  repast,  he  bixnight  as  in'  a  bottle 
of  a  most  delicious  light  red  wine,  and  wished  us  good 
night.  We  then  separated  for  our  respective  chambera, 
which  had  been  carefiilly  prepared  for  iis,  found  most  ex- 
cellent beds,  and  went  to  rest,  not  a  little  satisfied  wit^  iu> 
pkmaant  a  comaiencenient'of  oiir  maich. 

On  rising  this  monilng,  we  met  a  young  lady  in  the 
hall,  waiting  to  intiodnoehet  two  little  papils,  the  daugb>' 
tersof  Signoia  I«  Mottaye.  By  them  we  were  invited 
to  walk  throogb  the  pleaswe  groqnds.  The  house 
stands  on  the  side  of  a  small  iiill,  commanding  a  vi«w'«f 
the  lake  of  Saccavem  and  the  Tagus  to  the  right,  and 
some  olive  groond*  «•  the  slope  of  an  adjoining  bill  to 
s2 
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^  left.  In  tic  bottom  \ms  4  amM  hamlet,  tiM  bid  bjp 
rocks  and  ctbve.  plftatalioti^*  through  which  curled  mftuy  • 
vreath  of  blue  smoke,  illuminated  by  the  rising  sun. 

The  garden  contains- . a.  amaUfoitnt»in,  surrouoded  bf>- 
high  myrtle  and  bos.  hedges,  .a.  grotto  of  sfaelt-woHc,  and  a 
varietyr  of  rare  Siouth  AmeriicHi  Bhrubs.  ^  Close  -adjoining 
i»  a  bu^  dnWr-Tell  (the  iadispensible  reqnitite  o(  a 
Portuguese  garden),  from.»hioh  the  »ater  t»  conveyed 
by  means  of  an  aqueduct  to  tlie  offices  of  the  house. 
The  gwrden.  commuuicates  «Ui  the  faster  bjra  broadgra- 
vel  walk,  sheltered  frosi  the  auh  by  the  trelliiesaf  a 
thriving  ^<r»ia,  nov  loaded  witb  the  ripe  clusters  of  tlte 
bigb-fiavouied  moacateU. 

On  returning  to  bDcakfint,  -we  oincrved  the  ibldingdoora 
oiua.  adjoioing  roosL  titroWH  open,  discovering  a  small 
oratory,  richly  deeooted.  A  priest  in  km  canonicals 
was  here  waiting  to  perform  mass  to  the  lady  of  the 
bouse  and  her  tenants,  aa  it  was  the  festival  of  a  iavoarite 
saint.  'VTe  thenfote  lost  noi  titaK  in  orderiag  oar  houses, 
Md  having  made  every  ack«>wledgmedt  to  Signoca  La 
MoMaye  ibr  hec  palstenns  aad;  bospitabty,  we  {lureued 
si»  itareh. 

.  Bariiif; enssad  tke  iateof  StecawBi  ina  bark, we  lutd 
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»n  Opportunity  of  admiring  the  rural  situation  of  the 
village  axii  church.  The  latter  (tands  on  the  banks  of  the 
water,  which  in  feet  is  only  the  union  of  five  small  streams, 
which  here  flow  into  the  Tagus.  Saccavem  forms  the 
i^tt  ojf  a<<8tr()ng.  poeitiOtii  which  may  be  taken  up  with 
a4vantageferthe<jefe|ic«QflAsbDn;  the  village  ofLumiar^ 
fomvifig  t^  ceotii^,  qovetfl!-.the  higl^road  to  C^orto ;  while 
the  left  is  proteated  by  the  heights  of  Bellas,  a^d  the  right 
by  tb«  lake  ofSaccdyem. 

Our  cowte  conducted  u*  al«ag  the  banks  of  the  Tagus. 
To  the  right  we  pasBi^l  soioe  extensive  salt-work»  i  one 
l)*hi£b  we^xamined^  covered  at  lea^  twelve  of-tbirteetx 
acKS  of  gcoiind. ,  '^be  process  of  this.  Q>aiiui»;ture  i«  ex- 
tremely simple.  ■  Pits  of  TBrionp  d'of^o^ws  are  formed  in 
the  flats  adjoining  the  river,  intf  which  ^I|e  water  isadiwt" 
ted,  by  a  sluice,  at  full  tides.  After  having  evaporated  fbr 
some  tiwie  in  tl)*  iMBfWQJr^  it  is  alUiwed  to  ftcw.  jjift'  a 
aeries  of  si^all ,  pits,  vt  ((lue  :l<«|sit'  of  wkipb  it  o^  forqw  a 
stratum,  two  or  three  inches  in.^^pth^  cq«ttiUiwtim>  How 
takes  place,  and  the  salt  is  raked  up  on  the  banks  to  filter. 
When  dfy,  ft  is  fitnvejwiin  iflieelbaKroiirs  tpfottBBnim- 
ir)ewe  h«ap,  which  is,  coxewd  iiitb  ywtfh,  ta  prewnf  the 
action  of  the  weatlier. 

On  our  left  we,ft*t«i'Oi»&r  haiiasome  qilintas,  sur- 
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rounded  with  rich  plantations  of  orange  and  olive  trees, 
and,  after  an  agreeable  ride,  we  reached  this  village  to 
dinner. 


Villa  Pranca  carries  on  a  considerable  intercourse  by 
means  ctf  small  craft  with  Lisbon,  and  forms  a  sort  of  halt- 
ing place  to  boats  going  or  returning  to  Santarem.  What 
renders  itj  however,  very  interesting  to  an  Englishman  is 
a  tradition,  which  states,  that  wlien  Don  Alonzo,  or  Al- 
phonso  the  First,  conquered  Lisbon  from  the  Moors,  he 
was  most  materially  assisted  by  a  fleet  of  adventurers, 
who  were  going  on  a  crusade  to  the  Holy  Land, '  the 
greatest  part  of  whom  were  English.  These  men  afterwards 
settled  in  Portugal,  and  peopled  both  the  villages  At- 
mada,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tagus,  and'  Villa  Franca, 
vhicfa  they  called  Comualla.* 

The  viUage  itself  is  mean  and  uninteresting  enough,  ex- 
cept on  the  quay,  where  there  is  all  the  bustle  usually  at- 
tendant on  a  little  sea-port. 

Sir  John  Moore,  it  is  said,  passed  through  this  place 
in  the  morning.     General  Clinton  is  at  present  unwell  at 


•  Vide  MicUe^a  X'umid,  OxfM  EditiiHi*  IT78.  ■ 
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Lisbon  :  but  will  soon,  I  hope^  be  so  much  recovered 
as  to  come  up  with  the  army,  before  it  reaches  the  Spfr- 
iiish  frontier. 

I  shall  write  to  you  again  on  arriving  at  Santarem,. 
which  is  two  days  march  fr<Hn  henoe-    Mean  time  adieu- , 
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LET'f  ER  XDC 


TILLAGE    OF     UAHBUJA. CITV    OF    BANTARBM^ITS      AHTI^OITY-^ 

DELISHTrot  SITUATION. — T1E1T  OTER  THE    TAGU3  AND  ADJOIKIXG 
COUNTRr. 

Sanlarmt  SOth  October^  1808. 

I  wrote  to  you  two  days  ago  from  the  town  of  Villa 
Franca,  our  second  stage  from  Lisbon.  We  arrived  yes- 
terday at  a  village  called  Azambuja. 

The  road,  after  quitting  Villa  Franca,  was  for  some 
miles  very  picturesque  ;  hedged  with  plants  of  aloes  and 
Indian  fig,  it  conducted  us  through  a  country  interspersed 
with  several  villages  and  orchards.  But  for  some  miles 
before  entering  Azambuja,  the  country  becomes  flat 
and  dreary,  composed  entirely  of  com  lands,  without 
any  houses,  and  few  inclosures.  During  the  winter, 
the  fiat  country  is  generally  laid  under  water,  by  the  in- 
undations of  the  Tagus.  The  river  comes  down,  swollen 
by  the  rains  and  melting  of  the  snows,  which  fall  on  its 
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parent  moimtainfi,  and  arriring'  afc  this  level  trade,  aveepa 
every  thing  before  it ;  conse^oeatty,  in  vinter,  tfae  travel 
ler  it  obliged  to  make  a  considerttble  delimr  in  goiag  from 
Lisbon  to  Santarem.  Azambuja  is  a  mean  stragglirig  vil- 
lage, devoid  of  interest,  and  without  any  picturaiqae  ao 
companiments. 

We  were  billeted  on  the  house  of  a  wealthy  fiinner,  w4i» 
"received  us  with  much  hospitality.  He  was  of  a  Tery  in- 
quisitive disposition,  and  embarrassed  us  not  a  little  by 
a  variety  of  questions  respecting  the  convention,  which 
we  found  very  difficult  to  be  answered.  He  seemed  much 
dissatisfied  upon  the  whole  with  that  measure,  and  re- 
gretted extremely  that  we  had  not  hanged  General  Loisson, 
whom  he  described  as  the  greatest  scoundrel  in  existence. 

This  morning  we  left  Azambuja,  and,  after  travelling 
over  a  country  pleasantly  diversifted  with  vines,  com,  and 
olives,  we  reached  Santarem. 

-  Here 'i^e  received  a  billet  upon  the  hbiise  of  a  beneficed 
clergyman,  who  had  just  returned  from  mass.  When  we 
bad  explained  the  errand  on  which  we  came,  which  indeed 
he  seemed  to  understand,  the  first  monxeht  of  our  appear- 
ance, he  got  into  a  great  fury,  abusing  the  Juez,  who,  he 
Mid,  had  certainly  a  spite  against  him,  which  he  indulged 
t 
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by  billeting  on  him  half  the  English  officera  who  came  to 
Santarein: .  He.  at. the  saise  time  to(>k>fironi  a  little  drawer 
'atstoiall  handfal  of  billets,  "  Htgardiz  Me^mirs,  regardez 
done"  he  exclaimed,  thus  justifying  :himself  for;  his  want 
of  temper;  "You  peKoeive,".  continued  .he,  "  wbfita  fel- 
low he  is,  all  these  officers  have  I  had  billeted  upon  me, 
since  your  army  commenced  its  march." 

•We  would  not  safTer  him  to  proceed  furth!er,_but  imn^- 
diately;toId,Wra  ,we  should  ha,ve  r  the  billet  exchanged. 
:IIe  th^n.b^^  to  express  his  great  regard  for  our  nation, 
•aud.the  gratiti^e  which  he- felt  to  the  British  arn^  for 
tl>eit'  exertions  in  the  cause,  of  Spain,  ^e. thanked  hii^ 
,for  his  good  wishes,  and  returned  |:o  the  Juez  de  Foro.  .  I 
bad  uot  forgotten  the  beneficed  clergyman  at  Mafra,  and 
rejoiced  to  think  tliat  it  was  not  midnight,  and  that  it  was 
^now  in  our  power  to  get, our  billet  exchanged.  In 
our  second  attempt  we  proved .  morfi  fiirtunatf,,  al^ 
though  again  billeted  upon  an  ecclesiastic.  Indeed  this 
town  contains  hardly  any  other  class.  He  received  us- 
Tvith  open  arms^  and  requested  'we  would  conxpaaad  i^m* 
s^f,  his  house,  apd  all  it  contained.  Two  mattrasses 
iwereplaced.  on  the  flooci  on  which  we  passed  the  night 
very  comfortably. 

■    This  day.;t]^  .sky  became  oyei^t.  with  (krk^clMiid^ 
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aud  the  rain  now  ^descends  in  torrents:  Fortdnately  We 
are  to  halt  here,  and  I  cannot  amuse  myself  better  than 
by  giving  you  a  description  of  Santarem. 

-  In  maghitiide  ^d  .impoHiuQce>  this  city  ranks  immedi- 
ately after  Oporto,  ins  t}rigin  is  very  remote.  In  ancient 
history  it  beacs  jtfae.  naoie  6f  Scalabis.  It  now:  contaiiu 
tkirteetf  churches,  fourteea  convents,  several  hospitals, 
and  an  academy,  founded  in  :the  year  1T47>  ia  which  there 
are  profeiSiQrs  ofhistoty  aod  belles  lettres.  Here  are  the 
ruins  of  a  citadel,  and.remains  of  Moorish  walls.  Santa- 
rem makes  a  very  considerable  iigure  in  tix  early  history 
o£tbe  Portuguese  ntODftrchy. 

']jitfaeycar.il<16:itt>e(anie  a  conquest  to  thekMoora, 
irtio  itetained'it^imtilvtliey  were  expelled  by  King  4^ 
{ihAnso,who^htasDed>h«-6'a  g1o!tious:vietory.  Thewholc; 
force  of  the  Moors,'  cptninanded;  by  their  King,  Joseph, 
wfts  entirely  rooted,  t^ir  kitig  being  killed  by  a  fall  from 
bisiibne,  just  ai^the  ,blittle  l^egan. '.  They  inuae^ately 
0bd  firoili  the.fi«ld,  .most  q(  them  retiu^ff  iuto  Africa. 

N«r  long  his  falchion  in  the  BCabbmd  slept. 
Hit  inurlike  arm  incieuing  laurels  reapt, 
From  Leyria's  vails  the  baffled  Ismar  fliei 
And  strong  4i'''(»^ha  &lb  hi^  conquered  prize. 
That  hoTioV'd  town  th^ou^^Srhose  l^jfian  grorw 
..    t%jciaM»fiiAii^)ip|pi4>ftTfli.01>fi<u>nTaBj  ,, 
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TkeilllutriMttSjiKTjiBBki  v4DbitUimnr,    . 
,  And  ranqubb'd  Hafm  jiclda  her  proudest  toircr. 

Mickle'sLusias,  Bookltl. 


This  place  now  contains  about  eight  thousand  inhabit- 
ants. The  streeits  are  Extremely  narrow,  and  dirtj*  to;  a 
degree.  A  great  many  of  the  churcbts>  .«tid  a  still  greater 
liumber  of  houses^  are  completely  in  roins  \  and  the  wboJei 
place  bears  the  marks  of  pmtine  grandeur,,  united  to  »\mr\ 
but  sure  decays- '. THe ■Ntiiatk>n is Inoble  indesd:  tbe  aum- 
xnit  of  a  lofty  hill,  overlooking  the  Tagut  down  to  its  very. 
mouth,  and  cotnmanding  a  view  of  the  meti^opolia. 

I  walked  with  my  host  this .  morning  to  a  spot,  irom> 
whence  Santarem  appears  to  great  advantage.  The  point 
of  sight  ft  a  Benedictibe  convent*  on  an  ^shiueace  al^le 
to  the  eastward  of  the  town,  from  whicb  it  islseparated  by^ 
a  deep  ravine,  enclosing  the  road  ledding  to  Abrantes. .  Oa 
the  right  are  the  towers  and  aspiring  domei  of  Saittarem. 
The  Tagus,  at  present  a  shallow  strewn,' winds  benof^, 
amid  huge  banks  of  golden  sands;  (M  Ins -fortljer  biink: 
stretches  a  most  fertile  country,  well:  clothed,  vitb  wood; 
amid  whicb  you  can  jost  distinguish  the  ruined  walls  o£ 
Almeira. 

On  looking  up  tbe  river  to  the  left,  the  eye  ranges 
ovcra  prospect  equally  grand  and  ma^uficent.  On  this  side. 
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tiM  view  ii  onljr  bounded  by  the  diitmut  mountaiiu  of 
Abrantes  aid  Villa  Velha,  the  Alpine  forms  of  which  are 
amazingly  grand,  and  mingleVith  the  douds.  I  hare  seen 
nothing  to  compare  with  this  view,  except  that  of  the 
Forth'firom  tlie  rampants  of  Stirling  castle,  which  we  have 
often  contemplated  together  with  so  much  rapture. 

'  WbeA  tbfe  rain  abates,  Isfaall  la<dc  about  in  the  town, 
and  send  you  an  account  of  what  1  may  observe.  Mean 
time  adieu. 
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LETTER  XXI. 


A    mnrU.    BAr.— ^ROflBSSlOMS    «F    HOKK>. — 1I«DB    OP     ftCCSp* 
FRACTISBD  BV  THE  BfONASTfC  OKDERS— ITS  EFFGCT*. 


Stmtarem,  3Ut  October^  180S. 

This  morning  the  rain  ceased,  and  I  walked  over  the 
town,  but  I  have  found  nothing  worthy  of  notice.  Here 
and  there  indeed  are  some  exquisite  specimens  of  Gothic 
sculpture  around  the  doors  of  a  few  churches ;  but  no 
mass  of  building  that  claims  particular  attention. 

At  every  step,  we  here  meet  misery  and  superstition. 
This  is  another  of  the  few  festival  days  in  this  coun- 
try, and  the  streets  have  been  covered  all  the  morning 
with  processions  of  monks  and  priests.  It  was  truly  ludi- 
crous to  see  these  sturdy  fellows,  all  tricked  out  in  tattered 
surplices,  bawling,  like  Stentors,  their  hymns  to  the  Vii^in; 
at  the  same  time  that  they  were  carefully  picking  their 
steps  close  to  the  walls  of  the  houses,  and  when  by  acci- 
dent they  happened  to  make  a  fiUse  step  a  little  towards 


y  Google 


CAUPAXOM    IN   PORTUGAL.  U& 

the  middle  of  the  street,  souse  they  went  at  once  up  to 
the  knees  in  mud. 

.  :  Beggary  in  thb  country  is  canied  to  a  most  extra«p>- 
dinaiy  height ;  but  there  are  two  distinct  classes  of  meadi<- 
cauts ,  in  Portugal ::  the  mendicants  of.  indigence^  misery, 
and,  starvation,  and  those  of  superstition,  arrogance^  and 
hypocrisy.  They  carry  on  an  eternal  competition  with 
each  other  ;  and  so  unequal  are  the  weapons  with  which 
they  fight,  and  so  difierent  their  mode  of  waging  war  oa 
the  public  purse,  that  you  daily  find,:  iii  all  the  lai^e 
towns  of  the  kingdom,  the  be^ars  of  indigence  expiring 
M.  the  very  streets  w^ere.  their  opponents  ane  among  the 
best  fed  and  best  lodged  inhabitants. 

The  former,  though  perishing  with  hunger  and  cold„ 
seldom  prefers  a  request..  He  casts  his  watery  eye  on  the 
first  benevolent  countenance  he -beholds,  and  in  silence 
awaits  the  result  of  that  appeaU  If  he  receives  charity, 
he  is  grateful ;  if  not,  he  raises  his  eyes  to  Heaven,  and: 
steab  avay  to  the  dark  comer  which,  shelters  him  from  the 
wind. 

But  a-  very  different  mode  is  adopted  by  the  latter  ^- 
Collected  in  a  body  of  five  or  six  persons,,  tliey  arm  themi> 
selves  with  a  crucifix,  or  a  wooden  image,,  or  a  ptcturej. 
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and  bearing  a  few  lighted  tapers,  they  tally  forth  after 
sun-set,  through  the  streets  of  the  towns,  roaring  forth 
the  most  discordant  notes  in  praise  of  St.  Francis,  or  the 
Madonna ;  while  a  few  imps,  whom  they  ketp  in  pay, 
and  who  are  well  instructed  for  the  purpose,  run  before  the 
procession,  and  with  a  large  ftone  or  huge  cudgel  Ijhunder 
at  the  door  of  each  house,  till  the  owner,  trembling  for  his 
locks  and  hinges,  starts  from  his  bed,  curses  the  disturb* 
'CIS  of  his  repose,  and  chucking  a  testoon,  or  a  couple  of 
^intains,  out  of  his  window,  creeps  back'  to  bis  miser- 
able straw  pallet,  and  .  wishes  from  the  bottom  of  his 
soul  that  the  whole  crew  of  Franciscans,  Benedictines,  and 
1>are-faoted  Carmelites  were  in  the  lowest  depth  of  pur- 
gatory. 
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LETTER  XXn. 


VNTLBASAHT  •  SOMODU.--A  POIROCOMB  FIIEACHl|t.— 4IIS  OMIUPO- 
.    TEHCtf  or  TBB   TiaSlN    HAfty.^:EXH«B*ATi«N   TO  CBAB^T-Wn 
EFFECTS.      . 


'    '  Sonturm,  SdNovembert  1806*   ' 

We  Have  been  waiting  till  this  day  for  Orders  td  mai« 
forwards.  There  are  some  reports  here  that  the  troops 
in  front  have  been  halted,  from  a  difficulty  of  procuring 
the  necessary  supplies  of  fon^.and  proTiaioua.  I  hope 
we  shall  find  on  our  road  thatithwedifficiiltits  ii(e'4K>gf»-: 
rated  by  rumour.  '  : '    " 

My  friend  D***  and  I.  went  into  a  duiroh  yeitsifdaT. 
evening,  to  hear'a  ceHtirated  .'popular  pMacherfifpnijiiWn 
bon  hold  forth;  his  mode  of  delirery  was  eneigeti?  ^n^ 
impressive,  and  the  church  was  crowded  at  an  early 
hour. 

In  the  course  of  his  lecture  the  preacher  aUuded,  naturally 
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enough,  to  the  important  events  which  had  lately  taken 
place  in  this  country.  In  his  discourse,  however,  he 
carefully  avoided  all  allusion  to  the  English  troops.  He 
extolled  the  valour  of  his  brave  coOntrymen  in  arms ;  but 
the  grand  agent  in  the  whole  scene  was  the  Virgin  Mary. 
It  was  she  who  had  ex(>elled  the  ravagers  of  Portugal,  it 
was  she  who  fought  all  their  battles,  it  was  she  who  could 
raA9G  the  drooping  fomily  of.  ^r^gftuza.  and.  re-esUblisb 
the  glory  and  prflSpef ity  of  Portugal  j  and,  Anally,  he  con- 
cluded by  requesting  they  would  not  foii^et  to  confer  a 
trifling  donation  on  himself,  the  humble  apostle,  inspired 
with  the  gift  of  tongue  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  their  most 
unceasing  mediator  witli  the .  immaculate  and  beatified 
Madonna.      ; 

His  hearare-swallqwedhis  words  with  as  much  eagemesi 
and-g^miiAfrfoith,  as  those  in  St.  Stephen's  Chapel  listen 
to  the  Minister  bringing  in  a  new  budget,  declaring  to 
each  other  that  the  orator,  Don  Jose  Palavro,  was  no 
donbt  a  favourite  of  He&ven,  and  pulling  out  their  leathern 
porseft,  poured  their  conteirts,  coppers,  testoon^,  and  tes- 
ts^, into  the  fange  i^vter  ceierwur.  of  the  church. 
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LETTER  XXIU. 

ROAD  nWH  aAMTABBH  TO  «OI«0UI.— OUT!  CfcOONH.—H^n  Of 
COLLECTING  THE  OLITKS.— BEBDfl  OP  SWINE,— EAIMBOWi. — OOLK- 
GAM. k  TEN£RABLB  CHARACTER— HIS  HOBFITALITY. — LIBRARY.^ 

civiLrrr  of  the  ikhabitants  or  oolcoah.^villaqb  of  cab- 

DIOA. — BEADTIFVL  UHMCAPB^— FLOOBnOim   TUXAttB  09  BAft- 

(tUlNBA. 

Taneoff  3d  November^  1808. 

We  quitted  Santarem  yesterday  forenoon,  and  readied 
a  village  called  Gotegam,  vhere  we  slept.  Tbu  momli^ 
Ire  arrived  here. 

On  leaving  Santarem,  ve  descended  the  hill  by  a  steep 
ravine,  at  the  bottom  of  which  lies  the  lower  town,  which 
is  reckoned  very  unhealthy,  and  contains  a 'few  mean 
houses,  inhabited  chiefly  by  boat-builders,  &c.  We  then 
passed  by  a  single  arch  over  a  small  stream,  and  found 
ourselves  in  a  spacious  plain,  laid  out  in  com-^elds,  con- 
sisting of  a  floe  deep  loam,'  the  richest  soil  Wlildi  I  have 
met  with  in  Poftugal.  About  two  mij^  fiutb^r  oti, 
vs. 
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we  reached  a  pleasant  lane,  bordered  with  tall  aspin-leaved 
poplars,  inclosing  rich  vineyards. 

Proceeding  to  Ponte  Almonda>  we  passed  a  low  sand- 
hill, coveoed  with  olives,  where  we  found  the  peasantry 
employed  in  collecting  the  ripe  berries.  Under  the  trees 
they  spread  a  large  cloth,  and  by  means  of  a  hook,  fastened 
to  the  end  of  a  long  pole,  they  lay  hold  of  the  branches, 
which  are  shaken  until  the  fruit  drops  off.  It  is  then  col- 
lected in  small  bandrbaskets,  and  carried  home  tobe sub- 
jected to  the  oil-press. 

On  descending  these  hills,  which  interrupt  the  plain 
only  for  a  short  distance,  we  observed  several  large  herds 
.of  swine  feeding  on  a  common.  There  must  have  been  at 
least  three  hundred  in  each  herd.  Almost  all  the  swine  I 
have  seen  in  Portugal  are  jet  black,  well- proportioned,  an^ 
jat ;  they  are  well  fed,  and  their  flesh  is  of  a  peculiarly  fine 
^vonr.  This  flavour  may  in  part  be  attributed:  to  the 
husky  of  the  grapCi  which,  after  having  gone  through  the 
process  of  the  wine-press,  are  dried  in  the  sun,  and  fur- 
nish a  most  autritious  article  of  food  for  the  hogs  during 
Ahewinter.   .'    .     ' 

Throughout;  our  ride  to  Gole^m,  the  Tagus  flowed  on 
the  righft,  Aud;  a  high  ridge  of  mountains  rose  at  some 


yGoogle 


CAlTPilOM  IN  'FOUTUOAL.'  149 

miles  distance  on  our  teft.  The  day  was  showery,  and  at 
intervals  we  trere  gratified  with  the  sight  of  several  rain- 
bows, which  made  the  scene  more  beautiful^  as  they  dipt 
into  the  dark  glens  of  the  distant  mountains,  orer  which 
the  bright  clouda  were  rolled  together  in  grand  majestic 
forms.  The  scene  *a»  diversified  by.  the  large  flitting 
masses  of  light  and  shade,  and  compensated  to  me  for  a 
severe  wetting ;  but  my  friend  !>■••  wished  the  clouds, 
showers,  and  rainbows  at  the  devil. 

On  reaching  Golegam,  we  found  the  gidlant  fiftieth  just 
arrived.  This  raiment  had  set  out  from  Santarein  some 
hours  before  us,  and  bad  thus  escaped  the  showers.  D*** 
and  I  got  a  billet  upon  the  house  of  a  venerable  old  man  of 
seventy,  who  received  us  with  much  urbaoi^,  and  on 
learning  that  we  were  medicot,  embraced  us  with  open 
arms,  and  welcomed  us  under  his  hospitable  roof. 

After  having  put  up  our  horses  and  dried  our  clothes, 
we  sat  down.to  a  wdl-dressed  repast.  The  oid  gentleman 
did  the  honors  0(f  fats  table  with  great  «c/a/,  recammeading 
a  few.  goblets  of  hia  beet  wine;  which  he  produced  to 
us,  as  being,  he  said,  members-  of  a  prQfessiop  to  which 
be  bad  himaelf  devoted  a  lofig  and  ^tiye  li^.  .  This  ven 
teran  was  no  folldwer  of  Ssmgrado,:  but-commeiided  th^ 
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juice  of  tbe  grape,  which,  he  said,  was  "  le  mattmr  Itat 
deg  vieiUards ;"  and  we  found  we  could  not  gmtify' him  mora 
than  hy  emptying  the  second  bottle- 
He  now  displayed  his  library  with  great  pride.  It  con- 
tained a  very  well  chosen  collection  of  books,  historical  as 
well  as  medical.  He  paid  our  nation  many  compliments 
on  the  additions  we  had  made  to  the  sciences,  particularly 
that  of  medicine.  He  pointed  out  to  me  the  works  of  my 
illustrious  countrymen.  Brown  aud  Cullen.  He  was  ig- 
norant of  English,  but  had  studied  them  in  their  French 
translations.  Huxham,  Sydenham,  and  many  other  works 
Of  English  physicians,  also  graced  his  shelves.  Under- 
standing  that  D*"  and  myself  had  studied  physic  at  Edin- 
burgh, he  put  a  variety  of  questions  respecting  that 
university,  and  our  answers  seemed  to  afford  him  much 
pleasure. 

He  was  Very  curious  to  learn  the  particuhir  appearadces 
of  the  Aurora  Borealis,  and  regretted  that  a  country  so 
fertile,  as  he  was  pleased  to  say,  in  intellect,  should  bo 
condemned  to  such  shftrt  days,  and  dreary  severe  wintem. 
The  lengthof  our  dtys  in  summerseemed  to  shake  hisfaithi 
he  did  not  appear  to  iSoiiceive  it  probable  that  in  Caithoets 
and  theOAney*,  it  should  sometimes  be  so  little  dark  at 
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znidDight,  that  the  sQit^lkst  printed  books  may  be  Kad  with- 
out t}i^  aid.  of  a  lamp.  His  geographical  books,  he  said,  had 
ao  informed  him,  but  till  now  he  had  been  incredulous. 

Golegam  is  a  very  neat  well-built  town.  The  streets 
are  much  wider  and  cleaner  than  any  I  hate  seen  in  Pbr- 
tugal ;  and,  if  I  may  judge  fh>m  the  number  of  newly 
built  houses,  it  is  rapidly  increasing.  Our  entertainer, 
however,  told  ui,  that  it  jras  rather  unhealthy,  its  inha- 
hitants  being  very  subject  to' agues,  which,  he  said,  arose 
from  the  Tagus  frequently  overflowing  its  low  banks,  and 
inundating  the  adjoining  country. 

One  of  the  inhsbitaiits.of  Golegam  gave  a  party  in  the 
evening  to  the  officers  of  the  fiftieth,  to  which  we  were 
invited,  but  declined  going,'  our  drenching  in  the  morn- 
ing rendering  our  beds  more  attactiiretban  the  black  eyes- 
of  the  Portuguese  ladies. 

After  break&st  this  morning,  we  embraced  our  ve- 
nerable host,  who  requested  we  would  return  to  his 
house,  if  the  fortune  of  war  should  again  lead  us  to  Gole- 
gaa),  and  with  sentiments  of  much  esteem  for  tihis  respect- 
able old  man,  mt  quitted  the  village. 

The  road  £rom  Golegam  passes  through  a  country. 
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closely  covered  with  olives,  till;  it  reacbes  a  village  named' 
Cardiga,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Tagus.  Here  i^ain' 
the  peasants  were  employed  in  collecting  the  produce  of 
the  olives. 

At  Cardiga  is  a  handsome  old  convent,  with  a  lofty' 
round  tower  overhanging  the  road,  and  commanding  the 
view  of  a  most  beautiful  reach  of  the  Tagus  On  crossing 
the  little  stream  on  which  Cardiga  stands,  a  charming 
landscape  opened  upon  us.  A  small  bridge  and  the  round- 
tower  formed  the  foreground,  in  the  distance  were  some, 
richly  cultivated  hills,  and  in  the  middle,  the  white  vil-. 
lage  of  Barquinha,  beautifully  seated  at  the  further  ex- 
tremity of  the  reach  of  the  Tagus  before-mentioned. 
Many  white  sails  were  flitting  down  the  lucid  stream, > 
over  whose  reedy  banks  waved  a  tall  grove  of  black  pop- 
lars, and  under  their  bfancfaes  the  road  conducted  us  to. 
Cardiga. 

-Barquinha  is  a  very,  flourishing  little  village,  which  has 
arisen  from  the  decay,  of  the  more  ancient  towft  of  Tancos. 
Here  we  found  a:  grieat. degree  of  bustle  and  activity.  The 
streets  re-echoed  the>  sounds  of  the  boat-buUders'  mallets, , 
and  the  hoarse  bawls  of  the  boatmen,,who  crow^ded  the- 
I/ttle  barks  on  the  shore,  as  they  were  taking  in,  for  the 
supply  ,of  Lisbon,  their  cai^^oes.  of  ilre-wood.    ■  • 
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Leaving  Barquiuha,  the  road  winds  along  tlie  Tagus,  by 
tlie  steep  brow  of  a  granite  mountain ;  and  about  half  a 
league  further  on,  we  came  to  this  place  (Tancos),  where 
we  shall  pass  the  night. 
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LETTER  XXIV. 

JUIZ  DB  FORA  AT  TAN  COS  .—SITUATION  OF  THAT  TOWN. — TORRE  DE 
ALHOUROL. — FIGO  DO  INFERNO. — RCTER  ZEZERA.^-TOWN  OF  PUN> 
BETE.— ROAD  TO  ABRANTES. 

Abrantesy  !kh  Nov.  1808. 

Wb  arrived  here  yesterday  forenoon.  At  Tancos  D*** 
and  I  were  billeted  on  the  Juiz  de  Fora.  His  family  ex- 
hibited an  example  of  the  old  Portuguese  character,  as  it 
existed  two  centuries  ago. 

We  sat  down  to  dinner  with  Signor  B***  and  two  of  his 
sons,  who  were  both  (as  appeared  from  their  bare  crowns) 
in  holy  orders.  His  wife  and  daughters  were  in  an  adjoining 
room ;  but  did  not  make  their  appearance.  Signor  B*** 
and  his  sons  were  hospitable,  but  rather  grave  and  senten- 
tious, much  inclined  to  reason  and  talk  politics  ;  which 
last  I  wished  always  to  decline,  as  the  discussion  of  the 
convention  of  Cintra  is  rather  a  thoray  subject. 

Tancos  lies  upon  a  projecting  point  of  l,and,  at  the  foot 
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of  a  steep  mountain,  close  to  the  Tagus.  It  has  suffered 
very  considerably  from  the  inundations  of  that  river.  Im- 
mediately opposite  to  Tancos,  the  river'  Culebra  unites 
its  stream,  and,  after  heavy  rains,  rushes  on  the  buildings 
of  Tancos  with  so  much  impetuosity,  as  to  have  swept 
down  many  of  the  h6uses,  now  lying  in  ruins.  From  this 
cause,  several  of  the  inhabitants  have  removed  lower  down 
to  Barquinha,  and  have  carried  the  spirit  of  commerce 
thither  along  with  them. 

About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  the  town,  in  the  midst 
of  the  Tagus,  stands  a  granite  rock,  crowned  with  the 
ruins  of  an  old  Moorish  castle,  named  Torre  de  A/mouroi. 
These  ruins  are  extremely  picturesque,  and  form  a  beauti'^ 
fill  object,  as  viewed  from  the  hill  above  Tancos.  I  took  the 
opportunity  of  a  little  fishing-boat,  the  poor  owner  of  which, 
hailed  me  as  I  walked  along  the  shore,  and  offered  to  land 
me  on  the  island.  I  found  it  planted  with  poplars,  and 
the  ruins  overgrown  with  Indian  fig.  When  covered  with 
its  yellow  flowers,  this  plant  forms  a  beautiful  hedge.  It 
bears  a  small  fruit,  which  is  rather  of  a  pleasant  taste. 

The  ladies  at  Lisbon  used  to  offer  this  friiit  to  our  young 

officers. .  If  they,  lifted  it  hastily,  their  filers  were  se» 

verely  wounded  by  an  infinite  number  of  minute  invisible 

prickly,  whi^h  it. is  hardly  posuble  to  extricate..    The 
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poor  Englishman  tUKi  out,  the  }Kiyng  l>'clj«»  lavigb ;  bnk 
eur.counti'}m>ert!(bnn  the  j««k«.  iThM  frojt  if  calM  byi 
the  Portuguese fi|« 40  it/er"".  sni't well  des«rve»;t»(i»tne. 

Leaving  Taucee.ws  praqesdedi  oyeip  an  «i?;.tetistv«iiiCTti, 
tai  we  reached  the  steep  bankf  of  the  Z^^r^  rivet,  which 
are  finely  coyered  with,  olive  fllauSitiops,  Having  ci:osse4 
the  river  on  a  bridge  ef:  ta^ts,  we  entered  ths  Wim  9K 
Punhete. 

Punhete  is  favourably  seated  ona  fwint  qCl^ntdifovvied 
by  the  junction  of  tbe  Zezera  asd  Tagus.  On  the  ex-. 
treme  point  stand  the  tuins  of  an  old  castle,  plose  qnde? 
which  is  tbe  port  of  Puvh^te,  M^hi^qh^  when  we  passed,  wa^ 
thronged  with  boa^s,  takiiig  in  ca^^goes  of  quintiie^,  apples., 
and  chesiiuts,  for  the  iwrl(et  of  li^ibion. 

From  a  projecting  rock  a  little  up  the  river  I  hjvl  tv 
oharming  view  of  tiiis  spot.  A  l^ge  moun.tain,  clothed 
vlth  olives,  formed;  an  e^eUent  back-grpund  to  the  land*, 
scape,  of  which  I  aqw  inclose  yoa  a  f^^ili«h. 

In  the  war  of  176S>  the  Portuguese  ariny,.'widerthA  Copnt 
de  Lippe,  were  etKSSwnped  a4  P^infoetiq,  p;-«riqi)sly  to.  the 
ai&ir  of  Villa  Velha,  While  here,  an  »Qci|ijenti  happened, 
which,  had  it  beepuis  Ifjjown  to  the  3pH>iA  Gen^iai,  hsj 


,  Google 


a,  V 


yGoogle 


,  Google 


CAUPAIGN    IN    FOBTUGAL.  15J 

might  have  taken  the  Count  and  the  whole  Portuguese 
army,  without  firing  a  musket.  In  consequence  of  a  violent 
fell  of  rain,  the  bridge  of  boats  over  the  river  Zezera  was 
swept  away,  so  that  the  Count  de  Lippe  found  himself,  for 
several  days,  inclosed  with  his  whole  army  in  this  nook  of 
land,  between  the  Tagus  and  Zezera,  Indeed,  as  all  the 
rivers  in  this  country  arise  in  steep  mountains,  they  appear 
as  «baUow  bro(^  in  »uauQer,  but  in  winter  airt*  very  de«p 
and  daftgerotts  toftents. 

From  Punhete  to  Abrantes  is  a  distance  of  two  leagues. 
By  the  sides  of  the.  road  are  groves  of  olives,  and  we 
now,  for  the  first  time,  met  with  abundance  of  chesnut 
tree*.  Before  reaching  Abrantes  we  passed  sereral  tow 
bills,  composed  of  roundied  alluvial  stones,  above  which 
rise  some  higher  hiHs,  composed  of  granitic  schistna,  on  the 
very  summit  of  which  stand  the  white  towers  of  Abrantes. 
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LETTER  XXV. 


KFFECTS  OF  THE  WET  WEATHER  ON  THE  TROOP!.— FINE  SITUATION  Or 

ABRANTE8. — DB LIGHT rtJ L  TIEW  FROM  THE  OLD  «ASTLB. CULTDRI 

or  THE   OLITB  TREE. — BAD    COICITRVCTIDH   OW  THE  WINDOWS  4H 
POKTUOAI. 

Abrmtti^  Gth  November^  1808. 

We  have  had  very  heavy  rains  for  these  two  last  days, 
and  frojn  the  appearance  of  the  clouds  and  atmosphere, 
ve  shall  not,  t  fear,  have  much  dry  weather  for  some  time 
to  comk. 

Hitherto  our  march  has  been  pleasant ;  but  the  roada 
on  quitting  this  place  are,  I  understand,  extremely  bad, 
and  the  country  quite  exhausted.  Many  of  the  troops 
begin  already  to  feel  the  effects  of  fatigue,  and  are  dropping 
sick  at  every  stage. 

This  is  the  spot  from  whence  Junot  took  his  title  of 
duke.    It  is  delightfully  situated  on  the  high  top  of  a 
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floping  hill,  covered  with  orcliards  of  olives.  At  the  hot-* 
torn  winds  tlie  Tagus,  which  is  navigable  for  small  craft 
from'  hence  to  Lisbon ;  a  distance,  by  water,  of  about 
ninety  miles,  eighty-two  or  three  by  land.  From  the  top 
of  an  old  castle  here,  ybu  haA^e  a  beaatjful  and  very  rich 
prospect  over  a  gcesA  extent,  of  country.  Immense  fbreftts 
of  pines, :  chetnuts,  olives,  and  poplars,  interspersed  with 
green  lawns,  sandy  clitia,  and  glittering  hamlets,  consti- 
tufe  a  scene  .which  is  highly  picturesque. 

.  It-was  from  this  city  that,  ia.the  year  1385,  Don  John, 
Grand  Master  of  Avis,  afterwards  King  of  Portugal,  led 
his  army  to  o&r  battle  at  Aljufaarota  to  John  I.  king  of 
Castile. 

The  valiant  John,  b^irt  with  warlike  state. 
Now  leads  his  baDcIa  ftom  fair  Abrantet*  gate  t 
Whose  ]awm  of  green  the  infant  Tagas  laves 
As  from  his  spriag  he  rolls  hig  cooly  waves. 

Mickle's  Ldbiad,  Book  IV. 

, .  The  qonntry  which  we  have  passed  since  we  left  Santas 
tern,  is  extremely  prodactive  in  oil.  The  vine  and  the 
olive,  indeed,  .conrtitute  th«  chief  agricultural  riches  of 
Portugal.  The  Portuguese  olives  are  said  to  be. smaller 
than  those  of  Spain,  but  to  produce  an  oil  of  better  quality. 

■    The  olive-tree  is  propagated  by  two  modes,  either  by 
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eottio^  or  sets,  or  by  hemg  tmgco&ed  on  the  wild  oUr^ 
wbioh.U  commofi  here,  and  caUed  anmbt^eitiu  The  tree 
paodaced  by  the  ibrtoer  taekhod^  viD  yield  ,frurk,  I  am 
told,  at  the  espiration  of  the  Boventb  yem  i  tbfttpradaotd 
by  tfas  tatter  neqoires  not  less  than  fourteen  years,  but 
the  tnnriks  of  these  uv  much  na>rs  dvrable.  You  may 
benca  judge  oi  the  gi«at  value  of  a  [dantation  of  oHre 
trtcB.  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  that,  owing  to  the  ignor* 
ance  of  our  army,  on  Ant  enteting  Portngat,  majiy  olive 
plantations  were  sadly  injured  by  our  men,  who  taking 
them  for  aspeci«s  of  blackwlUonr,  cairt  thentdowa  to  boil 
their  kettles,  and  build  oamp  huts.  B^  the  time  v« 
reached  Toms  V«dcae,  the  value  and  nature  of  the  trett 
being  discovered,  general  orders  were  issued  to  prevent  a 
repetition  of  this  trespass. 

The  olives,  wh^  vipe,  bedome  of  a  dark  brown  colour ; 
after  being  plucked  they  are,  in  I*ortugaI,  generally  laid 
in  heaps,  with  a  quantity  of  salt  interposed,  and  suffered 
taltrment;  whtohproeesi^  wluleitiaoMaBeBthequantity, 
ednaubndod^  mjuies.  fibe  quality  of  the  oil  which  ift>  p«o* 
duoed.  Tfas  oil  pres  is  voiJLed  by  oxen,  ted  no.gpeat 
tare,  being  taken,  to  kaep  the  pwssi  or  veASek^  dean,  the  oil 
iv  apt  to  bocotne  ranckL 

JxL  tfeb  onmtjty  the  piddled  olives  produced  at  taUe^are 
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very  b«d,  having  been  suffered  to  get  ripe  before  they  are 
plucked.  In  Spain;and  Italy  the  olives  are  gathered  trbile 
green,  and  put  for  some  days  into  a  strong  alkaline  lye, 
to  remove  their  bitter  taste,  after  which  they  are  laid  into 
a  salt  brine. 

The  olive-tree.  wood,  is  of  a  yellow  colour,  and  of  a 
beautiful  close  grain.  Owing  to  a  bitter  oil  which  it  con- 
tains; :it  is  indestructible  by  warms,  and  might  therefore 
be  employed  with  the  greatest  advantage  for  coach-build- 
ing, but  especially  for  pannels  to  paint  on.  Owing  to  the 
number  of  fine  woods  which  are  brought  over  from  Brazil, 
it  is  used  here  only  for  fuel. 

7/ft  Nmtmbtr, 

I  shall  seiie  an  opportunity  which  has  just  occurred  of 
sending  a  packet  to  Lisbon,  this  day  the  ram  comes 
down  in  torrents,  and  I  must  march  three  leagues  before 
night,  to  a  place  called  Gavaon,  from  whence  we  go  to- 
morrow to  Nissa.  Wet  weather  in  this  country  is  parU- 
cularly  unpleasant,  from  the  want  of  glass  in  the  windows ; 
you  must,  therefore,  either  permit  the  rain  to  beat  into 
the  room  where  you  sit,  or  close  the  folding  doomof  the 
windows,  which  4Fe  intended  to  serve  for  shutters.  leaving 
open  a  small  wicket  about  eight  inches  square,  to  admit  a 
few  rays  of  light.    In  some  rboms  you  find  a  trellis-frame 
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<ffjttknfsie»t  -which  answen  the  purpose  rather  b^^r,  dd^ 
mittiag  move  light,  irhiie  it  eiccludes  the  fiioisture» 

I  observe  many  officers  have  brought  tbeir  \nv«s  along 
with  them;  what  a  situation  for  womeA !— I  hare  been  in- 
terrupted by  an  officer  just  arrived  from  Lisbon,  wbo  hd» 
brought  me  several  letters  and  newspapers.  Most  of  the 
'Conner  are,  I  obserre,  in  your  hand- writing. 

Our  escort  of  dragoons  are  now  passing  tlie  window^ 
and  I  must  therefore  postpmie  what  I  bad  to  say  till  I 
tcuik  Nissa.    Adieu. 
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LETTER  XXVI. 


«ET  OFF  FOR  GATAON.^C&MS  THi;  TAfiUS.— APPEIRARCE  OF  ABEAM- 
TES  FROM  THE  OPPOSITE  ALENLBGO  SIDE.^HOlPlTAUTr  OF  DONMA 
HELENA. — A  STORMY  RIGHT  AMIDST  THE  HODMTAINS. — A  GOAT- 
HERD'S BOVBL  IH  TBK  TRiLASE-Off  MAKIE-COTA.— GATAOK. — ^NIHA. 
DOCTOR  AMJBU, 


Mttm,  8M  Nammiert  IMS. 

1)  •  •  •  and  I  waited  till  nearly  three  o'clock  yesterday, 
in  expectation  that  the  weather  might  c|^r  up.  It  did 
$0  for  a  ahort  time ;  but  we  had  scsacdy  got  detu-  of  Uxe 
town  before  tjh«  rain  felt  again  ia  .torrents. 

On  descending  the  hiU  of  Abranbea  w«  reached  tbe 
Tagus,  which  we  orossed  in  a  little  bark.  Here  we  found 
sqqie  cr*ft  arrived  from  Lidwn,  with  store*  of  different 
descriptions;  but  more  tlun  two-thirda.of  tfaeboatsem* 
ployed  bwl  be«tt  left,  a^und  below  Santarera,  and  tbe 
fV^ter  is  at  present »».  sbaUow,  tiiat  it  will  be  necessary  to 
t2 
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remove  the  cai^oes  into  smaller  boats,  b^re  they  can  be 
brought  up  to  Abrantes. 

Quitting  the  banks  of  the  Tagus,  the  road  turns  sud- 
denly round  to  the  left,  and  leads  through  pine  woods  and 
heatlis.  Now  and  then  we  had  a  fine  view  of  the  town  and. 
convents  of  Abrantes,  whose  castle,  mingling  with  the 
drifting  dark  clouds,  frowned  majestic  orer  the  scene. 
During  the  early  part  of  our  ridte  yesterday,  we  passed 
through  some  forests  of  magtiificient  cork-trees.  The  vaF- 
leys  are  covered,  with  the  strawberry-tree  farbtUus  tmedoj,. 
the  aromatic  cistus  (cuttts  ladaniferusj,  great  quantities  of 
myrtles,  honeysuckles,  and  wood-roses.  You  may  easily 
conceive  how  beautiful.and  fragrant  these  little  dales  are,, 
where  Flora  ha-s  been  so  prodigal  of  her  gifts- 
Arriving  at  the  skirts  of  a  small  village  *  named  Satita 
Luzia,  we  were  saluted,  on  passing  a  handsome  house,  by 
a  Portuguese  clergyman-,  who,  in  French,  requested  us  to 
alight  and  accept  some  refreshment.  It  being  my  wish  to 
make  myself  acquainted  with  the  state  of  society  in  this 
country,  I  accepted  the  invitation,  and  gave  my  horse  to 
a  servant  at  the  door,  who  put  him  under  cover  from  the 
rain.  On  entering,  I  was  introduced  by-fchis  gentleman  to 
the  lady  of  the  house,  who  was  seated  at  an  embroidering^ ; 
frame.    A  variety  of  sweetmeats  were  now  pres«it6d,  t)>- 


y  Google 


CAUPAION  IN  PORTUGiXL.  165 

getber  with  a  0ask  of  excellent  wine.  Some  conversation 
enRued  on  the  state  of  afiairs  in  Lisbon,  and  the  happy 
prospects  now  existing  in  Spain. 

I  ought  to  tell  you,  that  my  friend  D  •  •  *,  anxious  to 
be  at  the  ehd  of  his  journey,  had  galloped  on  without 
waiting  for  me,  and,  as  night  was  fast  approaching,  I  was 
impatient  to  be  oS.  Ponna  Helena  and  her  confessor  of- 
fered me  a  bed,  and  solicited  me  to  postpone  my  joamey 
to  Gavaon  till  morning,  enforcing  their  request  by  observ->- 
ing  that  the  roads  were  extremely  bad;  and  that  it  would 
be  quite  dark  before  L  could  get  to  the  end  of  my  ride. 
However  I  was  determined  to  proceed,  aod  taking  leave 
of  this  hospitable  mansion,  I  sallied  out,  wrapping  ray- 
»elf  in  a  brace  of  great  coats,  which  were  by  this  time 
tiloroughly  soaked  with  the  rain. 

Passing-through  a  village  called  Casa  Branca,  I"  came 
to  the  foot  of  a  steep  mountain,  over -which  my  horse 
scrambled  by  a  wretched  sort  of  road.  By  the  time  I  had 
reached  the  bottom>  night  was  coming  on  fiist.  Meeting 
there  with  a  convoy  of  muleteers,  I  made  some  inquiries, 
and  they  told  me  t  was  within  a  league  of  my  journey's 
end. 

It  was  now  become  almost  dark,,  and  having  entered  a 
•irioQd.ofq(>rk^tKe»,:dupectly  across  tlie  path  lay  a  huge 
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branch  of  one  of  them,  which  add'mg  to  the  darkness^ 
made  me  turn  into  another  path,  which  led  off  to  the  right. 
This  conducted  me  to  an  extensive  heathy  oa  the  top  of  ^ 
hill.     Along  this  waste  I  pursued  the  track  for  several 

miles. 

It  was  now  pitch  dark,  and  very  heavy  clouda  shrouded 
the  face  of  Heaven.  Through  their  breaks  I  could,  at 
intervals,  perceive  the  evening  star.  Along  the  horizon 
streamed  a  lingering  gleam  o(  twilight. 

Presently  the  thunder  began  to  murmur  through  the 
valleys.  I  clapped  spurs  to  my  horse,  who,  frightened  at 
the  vivid  gleams  of  lightning,  darted  quickly  along.  On 
pulling  up,  I  found  I  had  lost  the  track.  The  clouds  now 
burst  and  discharged  their  contents.  I  was  drencbed  to 
the  skin,  and  my  horse  completely  knocked  u^r.  I  dis- 
mounted and  groped  along,  :fearful  of  tumbling  over  the 
rocky  precipices. 

After  several  hours,  I  with  difficulty  found  a  track,  and 
searching  with  my  fingers  in  the  clay,  I  felt  the  impFesaions 
of  horses*  faoofa.  I  was  beginning  to  make  up  my  mind  to 
creep  under  the  shelter  of  the  first  rock  I  met  with,  when  I 
discovered  at  a  distance  a  ray  of  light,  proceeding,  as  I 
thought,  firom  a  cottage  window.  Leading  my  horse  by  the 
iuridle,  I  descended  into  a  valley,  and  after,  miiayi  stumblas 
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reached  a  rivulet,  I  could  see  nothing;  but  thetioiie  it 
made  in  rushing  amidst  the  rocks,  warned  me  of  my  danger* 
I  proceeded  cautiously  towards  the  light,  which  I  now  per- 
ceived came  from  a  village  on  my  right. 

On  reaching  the  hamlet,  I  knocked  at  the  first  door  I 
came  to,  through  thie  chinks  of  which  I  perceived  the  light 
of  a  fire.  No  answer  was  returned ;  and  on  repeatiug  my 
summons,  and  requesting,  in  my  best  Portuguese,  that 
th^  would  open  the  door,  and  show  me  the  way  to  Ga- 
vaon,  t  was  answered  by  a  female  voice,  informing  me 
that  I  was  a  league  and  a  half  from  Gavaon,  that  her 
husband  and  son  were  both  from  home,  and  that  she  could 
not  open  the  door.  On  applyii^  my  eye  to  one  of  the 
chinks  before-mentioned,  I  discovered  a  stout  youi^  pea- 
sant standing  in  the  middle  of  the  hut,  apparently  trem* 
btingwith  iear  and  apprehension,  whilemn  old  woman  neak* 
him  applied  her  finger  to  her  lips,  in  token  of  silence. 

I  once  more  thundered  at  the  door,  and  repeated  my  re^ 
quest,  stating  at  the  same  time,  that  I  had  seen  the  young 
man,  and  intreated  they  would  open  the  door;  bat  my 
solicitations  were  in  vain,  and  after  three  or  four  more 
fruitless  attempts  at  diflereut  houses,  I  was  obliged  to 
lead  back  my  poor  horse  by  the  tocky  path  which  had 
brought  us  to  the  village 
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My  next  attempt  was  to  ford  the  rivulet,  as  I  thoughtj 
from  the  idea  I  had  of  the  country,  that  Gavaon  must  lie 
io  that  direction.  Stumbling  in  the  dark  among  the  rocl^s, 
I  shpped  into  a  deep  pool,  from  which,  however,-  I  soon 
rescued  myself;  and  more  fearful  of  injuring  my  horse 
than  drowning  myself,  I  was  on  the  point  of  returning  by 
the  path  which  led  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  when  I 
heard  the  gratefiil  sound  of  distant  voices. 

A  body  of  peasants  soon  drew  near,  and  requested  me  to 
return  to  the  inhospitable  village  I  had  so  lately  left. 
Their  invitation  I  gladly  accepted,  and  my  horse  was  put 
under  shelter,  and  some  straw  of  Indian  corn  placed  be- 
ibre  him :  while  a  young  peasant  brought  the  poor  animal 
some  water,'  in  a  vessel  formed  from  the-  bark  of  a  cork- 
tree. I  was  myself  conducted  to  one  of  the  huts,  where  I 
found  a  blazing  fire,  which  soon  dried  my  wet  clothes. 
An  onion,  a  few  grapes,  some  wine,  and  bread  of  Indian 
com  were  now  offered  me  by  the  owners  of  the  dwelling. 
They  placed  .a  large  piece  of  cork  on  the  ground,  on  which 
they  spread  a  mattrass,  and  putting  a  log  of  wood  on  the 
Are,  they  ga-ve  their  adm  and  left  me. 

The  blue  lightning  gleamed  through  the  slates 
which  loosely  covered  the  roof ;  the  large  drops  of  rain 
hissed  as  they  pattered  on  the  glowing  embers,  the  huge 
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cork-trees  groaned  beneath  the  howling  storm ;  while  I, 
grateful  to  that  Providence  which  had  placed  me  nbder 
the  goat-berd's  roof,  sunk  to  repose. 

At  day-light,  the  poor  goat-herd  of  Marie  Cova  con- 
ducted me  to  the  top  of  an  adjoining  mountain,  and 
pointed  out  the  track  which  leads  to  Gavaon.  I  dropped 
some  silver  into  his  hand,  returned  him  my  warmest 
thanks  for  his  inraluable  attention,  and  mounting  my 
horse,  soon  joined  my  friend  Doctor  D  •  •  •  who  was 
beginning  to  feel  a  good  deal  alarmed  at  my  absence. 

Gavaon  is  a  village,  consisting  of  a  few  mean  houses  placed 
on  the  top  of  a  high  hill,  about  four  le^^ues'  distance  from 
Niza.  The  intervening  couhtiy  is  chiefly  a  heath,  an«l 
the  granite  beneath  is  so  scantily  covered  with  soil,  that 
the  huge  grey  blocks  stare  through  it  in  all  directions. 
The  granitic  soil  appears  particularly  favourable  to  the  oak, 
which  is  now  the  prevailing  tree,  and  is  scattered  around 
Niza  in  the  clefts  of  every  rock. 

The  square  tower  of  an  old  castle  in  ruins  was  the  first 
object  which  warned  us  of  our  approachto  Niza,  which  ap- 
pears, from  the  remains  of  an  old  wall,  to  have  been  formerly 
a  place  of  some  note.  Here  we  are  quartered  in  the  house 
of  a  handsome  young  man,  a  doctor  of  laws.    His  name 
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i&  rather  rcmwkable,  being  no  other  tban  Francisco - 
Assisfii.  He  was  educated,  he  told  u9>  at  tbe  university 
of  Coimbra,  where  he  .had  received  his  titie,  and  bad  beeiL 
(previously  to  the  invasion  of  Portugal  by  the  French) 
Jnee  de  Fdra  of  a  stnaU  town  in  his  oatii'tf  province,  Beira. 

Dr.  Assissi  seeias  to  be  a  tawa  of  excessive  sensibility, 
joined  to  a  disposition  naturally  l-etirfed.  The  excesies 
which  the  French  troope  committed  in  Beira  wexe  such,  as 
to.  induce  him  to  relinquiBh  his  official  situation,  and  take 
refuge  in  Niea,  4  place,  which,  from  its  poverty  and  insig- 
nificance, was  seldom  troubled  by  visits  from  the  French. 
However,  the  scenes  he  had  witnessed  in  Beira,  w«re  finch 
as  to  have  left  a  lastUig  impression  on  a  aiind  so  Consli* 
tlHt«d.  aodpoor  Francisco  Assissi  is  dov  become  oneol^ 
ihc  greatest  hypochondnaca  I  have  ever  contenplate«l. 
He  is  a  manried  nnn»  theiiitber  t»f  tlireefine  boys,  who 
are  dov  aattdsing  themselves  in  the  court-yard,  but  bis  wa& 
has  oot  appeared. 
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LETTER  XXVII. 


KOMANTIC    BRIDGE  ON  THE    RIO    NIB8A.--40LITARr    CHAPEL    ON    THE 
8ERRA  DB  ST.  HIGVEL.^^ROSS  THE  TAGD8  AT  THE  PASS    OF    TILLA 


nth  VMa,  Sih  Not.  180S. 

WfieSt  Ntzd^or'Niesa)  thujnomiDg,  umI  rode  for«««ib- 
yfeiifinika  atoig  s.wnd}'  baatiijitiU  me  teeched  a<meba»i»r 
ti&lignea  Ulls,  icowered  vtth  niyitlM  snd  cistu;.  Tte 
road  meandered  along  tiieir  aid^,  iiil  .OMning  on  p  tvdiea 
to  the  verge  of  a  descent,  we  were  delighted  with  a  most 
ebumuiig  landscape. 

Beneatii  Jowed  the  wladiag  stnam  of  the  Rio  lie  Niza, 
«Ter  wfaioh  was  a  ru^ic  bridge  of  '£Mir  squace  -piers  ;  be* 
-yand  ib?  i>ridge,  tlw  <road  wound  along  the  opposite  side 
of  a  'Ve«y  steep  mountain,  and  oonducted  'the  itroops^ 
4iUich  'Wiere  fiassiDg  at  tbe^iine,  dose  ^to  -the  -white  walk  ^ 
Auioldphapel,  .which,  .with  .a  &v  oort-trees,  stood  aioid 
«3 


,Google 


171!  CAMPAIGN    IH   PORTVQAh^ 

the  lonely  crags  of  the  mountain,  from  whose  dark  sides, 
here  and  there,  glittered  a  silvery  thread-like  stream. 
The  chapel  is  dedicated  to  the  genius  of  the  place,  and,  as 
well  as  the  adjoining  ridge  (Serra  de  St.  Miguel),  bears  his 
'lallowed  name. 

I  took  out  my  pencil  and  sketched  this  romantic 
scene,  and  you  will  receive  it  inclosed  in  this  letter. 

Over  the  Serra  de  St.  Miguel  the  road  is  extremely 
bad.  The  wains  employed  in  conveying  our  ammunition 
were  broken  down  in  all  directions.  A  serjeant  of  the 
royal  artillery,  with  a  party  of  men,  had  been  left  to  bring 
them  on,  but  had  found  great  difficulty  in  procuring  oxen 
and  waggons.  We  passed  some  of  these  men  sitting  by 
the  fragments,  who  said  they  had  lain  out  three  nights  in 
the  rain,  amid  these  dreary  mountains. 

Passing  the  solitary  chapel  of  St.  Miguel,  we  reached  a 
spot,  whence  we  had  a  sublime  view  over  the  adjacent 
mountains.  The  sun  was  declining  in  the  west,  and  threw 
dark  purplish  shadows  over  the  Alpine  precipices.  We 
witnessed  here  a  very  singular  appearance.  Excepting  one 
prodigious  lofty  ridge,  the  contour  and  lines  o£  which  were 
square  and  perpendicular,  all  the  surrounding  hills  pre- 
sented a  gentle  undulating  appearance.     This  ridge,  as  I 
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bare  since  discovered,  is  a  contiauation  of  the  Serra,  which 
is  primitive,  and  composed  of  a  reddish  marble ;  the 
others  are  all  secondary,  being  schistus,  formed  from  de- 
cayed granite. 

We  soon  after  arrived  at  the  celebrated  pass  of  Villa 
Velha,  to  which  we  were  led  by  a  rapid  descent.  The 
Tagus  here  rushes  through  a  chasm,  formed  in  the  Serra 
de  St.  Miguel,  which  seems  rent  asunder  to  form  a 
passage  to  the  eddying  flood  of  the  majestic  River- 
god.  On  a  rock  overhanging  the  pass,  stands  a  ruined 
square  tower,  the  only  remains  of  the  castle  of  Villa 
Velha. 

The  sun  sunk  splendidly  behind  the  rifted  rocks  as 
D  •  *  •  and  I  stept  into  the  large  flat-bottomed  boat,  which 
wafted  us  over  the  river,  and  in  a  few  minutes  we  reached 
this  ruined  city. 

Villa  Velha  (the  ancient  city)  now  consists  of  a  few  mi- 
serable hovels.  It  stands  beneath  the  brow  of  an  impend- 
ing mountain,  which  attracting  the  passing  clouds,  keeps 
it  in  an  eternal  drizzle. 

Dumoriez,  whose  ingenious  work  on  Portugal  I  have 
now  with  me,  gives  an  interesting  account  of  a  gallant  ex- 
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-{^oit,  performed  here  by  a  Scotch  oflficer  named  Hamilton, 
in  the  war  of  1763.  He  states,  that  on  the  removal  of  the 
t^d  Marqais  de  Sarria,  the  Count  d'Aianda  was  sobui- 
tuted  to  command  the  Spanish  army.  But  I  had  better 
give  it  you  in  the  General's  own  words. 

•*  TWs  new  G«neT^  nurde  an  attack  upon  Villa  Vdha. 
«*  the  banks  of  the  Tagus.  Nevertbetess.  the  Poitii- 
guese,  aicoamged  by  the  mdecision  of  the  Spaniank, 
■titrengtbened  by  the  support  of  the  English,  and  animated 
"bf  Che  Count  de  Lippe,  ventured  to  take  the  fidd,  wid 
oncaniped  to  the  nmnber  of  twelve  thousand  men  at 
Abrantes  and  Punhete  ;  while  a  small  camp  of  Portnguese 
volunteers,  commanded  by  a  brave  Scotchman,  of  the 
name  of  Hamilton,  and  reinforced  by  two  English  batta- 
lions, and  some  companies  of  grenadiers,  -were  posted  upon 
the  left  bank  of  the  Tagus,  opposite  Villa  Veiha,  whose 
castle  was  garrisoned  by  three  hundred  Portuguese.  Al- 
varez (a  Spanish  officer)  had  taken  this  castle  without 
much  danger,  as  it  surrendered  at  the  first  musket  shot. 
During  the  march  to  Villa  Velha,  the  Count  de  Xippe 
had  sent  Colonel  Burgoyne  with  his  English  dragoons  and 
six  companies  of  grenadiers,  four  of  which  were  Portu- 
guese, to  attack  Valen9a  de  Alcantara,  of  which  that  offi- 
cer got  possession  without  any  resistance,  and  afterwards 
pfllaged  it.    Yalen9a  is  surrounded  with  wafls,  and  con- 
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tained  a  garrison  of  twelve  hundred  militia,  under  tlie  com- 
mand of  a  brigadier-general.  This  affront  however  was  soon 
forgotten  by  the  Spaniards.  The  capture  of  Villa  Veiha 
bad  increased  the  confidence  of  the  detachment  of  Alvarez, 
who  despising  the  enemy,  abandoned  themselves  to  a  fel- 
lacious  security.  Hamilton  perceived  their  negligence, 
passed  a  ford  of  the  river  by  night  with  three  hundred 
men,  half  of  them  English,  surprised  the  camp  of  Alvarez, 
consisting  of  two  thousand  men,  the  flower  of  the  Spanish 
army,  spiked  their  cannon,  and  repassed  the  Tagiis  without 
loss,  leaving  behind  him  no  common  scene  of  disorder  and 
ccMifustoo." 

The  acene  of  this  ewterprmt  I  hftve  «I«etched«  9i)d  jB^aU 
■end  it  to  yon  in  my  nextJetter.    Mi3»a  lime  Adieu. 
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LETTER  XXVIII. 


A  FOftD  NEAR  TULA  TELHA.^STATE  OF  THE  ROAD  T*  ASCARNADAl.— • 
CASTEL  BBAMCO.— THIRTY-SECOHD  REGIMENT.— —FORTU  SO  E8E 
ARUr. 

CattdBraHCOt  Wth  Notembert  1806. 

At  Villa  Velha  we  were  quartered  on  the  acting  Juezdc 
Fora,  a  poor  man,  who  complained  how  much  be  had  beai 
plundered  by  the  French  army.  Near  that  town  we 
crossed  a  small  sandy  plain,  well  covered  with  ever-green 
oak  trees.  On  fording  a  rivulet  which  divides  it,  we  found  a 
poor  devil,  dripping  wet,  perched  on  an  island  of  sand,  in 
the  midst  of  the  stream.  He  was,  he  told  us,  a  Gallician, 
the  servant  of  an  English  o£Scer.  In  attempting  to  cross  the 
ford,  the  stream  being  much  swollen  with  the  rains,  he  bad 
mistaken  the  shallow,  and  stepping  into  a  large  hole,  had 
been  swept  down  by  the  current.  In  struggling  fur  his  Ufe 
the  unfortunate  man  had  dropt  his  knapsack,  containing 
his  little  all.    I  rescued  him  £rom  the  awkward  situation 


y  Google 


CIMNIOM  m  rO«TVOAl.  tTT 

in  vlucli  he  was,  and  paued  oa  to  the  htvi  of  Uk 
valley. 

Here  the  rofid  Led  by  a  narrow  steep  dcfik  to  the  top  of 
the  mouataiD.  The  wrecks  of  oxen-wains,  broken  wheda, 
and  disabled  carriages,  marked  tlie  progreis  of  our  anny. 
The  whole  of  the  road,  indeed,  to  As  Carnadas,  is  the  very 
worst,  perhaps,  in  Europe.  The  rock  over  whkfa  it  lies, 
is  a  granitic  schistus,  with  veins  of  quartz,  the  atiatuns  of 
which  are  nearly  perpendicular  to  the  horizoB,  and  tfaa 
wheels  of  the  carriages  had  cat  itdown,  in  BM&t  places,  in 
ruts  at  leaat  three  or  four  feet  deep.  It  ia  sorprimig  hoar 
any  animals  could  have  dragged  the  calriagei  along. 

We  slept  at  As  Carnadai.  which  is  a  wretched  eoUe<ltiDa 
of  most  miserable  hovels,  placed  on  the  suauaik  of  a  haae 
rock.  From  tbcBce  to  Cwtcl  Baaeeo.  a.  dntttKci  of  thiiec 
leagues,  the  road  is  nearly  as  bad  aa  thai  findi  Villa  Vethk 

At  Castel  Branco  we  found  the  first  battalioa  of  tbo 
thirty-second  regiment,  who  are  ordered  to  remain  here 
to  bring  foraeaad  the  ammunition,  which,  a«  1  nuhtieued 
to  you  in  my  last,  is  lying  on  Hie  nomtaiiw  oi  the  Sens 
de$t.  Miguel. 

We  are  billeted  at.tlw  beus«  of*  veiy  Kwrtfay  itian,  oj 

A  A 
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Major  in  the  Castel  Branca  r^ment  of  cavalry,  who  treaU 
us  with  the  greatest  hospitaUty.  He  has  just  shewn  us 
some  late  Madrid  newspapers,  which  speak  in  very  flatter- 
ing terms  of  the  successes  of  their  troops ;  bat  I  cannot  help 
remarking^  that  the  news  which  they  contain  appear  to 
be  mutilated,  and  many  circum^iances  glossed  over. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  columns  of  the  papers  are  oc- 
cupied by  minute  details  of  donations  for  the  use  of  the  pa- 
triotic army,  which  are  in  themselves  so  insigaiticant,  and 
even  paltry,  that  they  prove  either  that  the  people  in  Spain 
are  already  impoverished  to  an  excessive  degree,  or  that  they 
possess  little  of  that  glow  of  public  spirit  and  patriotism, 
for  which  we  in  England  are  inclined  to  give  them  so 
much  credit.  For  example,  what  do  you  think  of  a  Count 
giving  one  mule,  a  Countess  a  mare  and  two  pack-saddles, 
a  Marquis  three  bridles  and  a  bunting-saddle,  and  other 
items  equally  hiunMe,  with  the  full  titles  and  designations 
of  the  donors  prefixed.  Such,  however,  are  the  proo&  of 
public  spirit  given  at  Madrid. 

Our  landlord  seems  a  well-informed  man,  mod  talks  with- 
much  feeling  and  judgmait  on  the  state  of  his  owii  coun- 
try. He  reprobates,  in  strong  terms,  that  misguided  po- 
lity, according  to  which  the  Portuguese  nobility  have  been 
prevented  ficom  eotering  into  the  army. 
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**  The  bftd  efiects  of  this  error,"  he  pioceedsy  "  ^rq^ov 
detected,  but  I  fear  it  may  be  already  too  late.  Orders, 
it  is  true>  have  been  issued  to  augtnent  the  militaiy  force 
of  Portugal  to  fcuty  thousand  men,  and  recruiting  is  going 
on  here  with  some  de^:^ee  of  activity  ;  but  you  well  Iukht 
that  the  army  of  thi?  country  has  loi^  beenamopg  the 
most  contemptible  in  Europe ;  and  more  lately,  the  indo- 
lence and  ignorance  of  our  ministry  have  completely  dis- 
solved what  little  remained  of  any  thing  like  a  military 
system." 

For  fifty  years,  previous  to  the  year  1762,  Portugal  was 
in  the  enjoyment  of  peace.  On  the  breaking  out  of  that 
war,  the  Count  de  Lippe  was  invited  from  Grermany  to 
superintend  the  oi^nization  of  the  Portuguese  army. 
Peace  with  Spain  was  concluded,  and  in  a  few  years  after, 
the  Portuguese  army  was  suffered  to  relapse  nearly  into 
the  same  deplorable  state  in  which  the  Count  de  Li[^ 
had  found  it. 

Dumouriez  gives  the  Portuguese  soldier  an  excellent 
character.  According  to  that  writer,  he  is  obedient,  pa- 
tient, robust,  lively,  and  dextrous ;  but  he  is  at  the  same 
time  idle,  filthy,  and  disposed  to  find  &ult  with  every 
thing,  although  capable,  when  properly  attended  to,  of 
doing  credit  lo  his  character. 

A  A3 
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Tn  Portagri  indeed,  I  believe,  as  eveiy  whwe  elw, 
jood  oSicera  are  the  grand  requisites  to  prod«ce  B  good 
iMiny ;  mankind  in  the  mass  are  brtye,  and  if  properly  led 
<>n,winpeifcmi  itiiatever  may  be  neoesaaiy  in  -waiftre;  but 
militaiy  aidoar,  when  otice  salfered  to  hecaaue  extinct  in 
any  nation,  is  witli  great  difficulty  rekindled  ;  and  I  am 
much  mistaken  if  the  subsequent  history  of  Portugal  do 
Tiot  proYe  the  truth  of  this  position. 
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LETTER  XXIX. 


B19  WEATBER,— 4BRirAl  OP  THt  nVTUTB.— 6ITVATI0K  0^  CAATCL 
BRANCO— A,  VENERABLE  PBBLATE. — PAHILIARITIT  OF  BEBTUlie 
IK  PORTUGAL.— TUTELAR  SAINTS   OF  CASTBL  BRANCO. 

Caitel  Braitco,  l^H  Nomenibary  1808. 

Thk  weather  still  continues  extremely  wet,  and  ha* 
rasses  the  troops,  who  are  now  on  their  march.  This 
morning  the  fiftieth  regiment  marched  in  here.  We  have 
a  Tery  unpleasant  thickness  in  the  atmosphere,  'wfitHi; 
added  to  the  rain,  is  eictremeTy  depressing,  and  ms^es  me 
most  nnwilliug  to  qtrit  the  hrasero,  a  wretched  substitirte 
indeed  for  the  comforts  of  a  fire-side ;  but  snctt  'as  it  is; 
D  •  •  •  and  I  are  very  glad  to  warm  our  fingers  at  it. 

The  situation  of  this  town  is  lofty.  The  bnildlngs  are 
placed  along  the  side  of  a  granitic  hill,  between  two  streams, 
the  Liria,  and  the  Poncul ;  it  is  encircled  by  a  double 
irall,  -  with  four  gates,  and  flanked  with  seven  towers. 
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There  is  likewise  an  old  castle,  which  was  once  formidable. 
It  contains  four  thousand  inhabitants.  The  streets  are 
narrow  and  filthy.  Adjoining  to  the  town,  on  the  north 
side,  are  some  extensive  olive  plantations.  But,  upon  the 
vhole^  the  town  is  far  from  interesting  in  any  way*  We 
see  it  indeed  under  every  disadi'antage,  owing  to  the  state 
of  the  weather. 

As  I  have,  in  my  former  letters,  given  you  rather  an  un- 
favourable character  of  some  of  the  clergy  of  this  country, 
I  ought,  in  justice,  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Bishop  of 
Guarda,  who  resides  here,  is,  by  all  the  accounts  which 
have  reached  me,  one  of  the  most  amiable  of  human  beings. 
"Re  distributes  more  than  one-half  of  his  income,  which, 
unfortunatdy,  is  not  large,  among  the  needy  and  indigent, 
who  never  make  an  appeal  to  him  in  vain.  He  is  of 
course,  as  you  may  cooceive,  held  in  the  highest  venera- 
tion by  all  his  fellow-citizens,  and  indeed  almost  adored  by 
the  poor.  I  have  not  had  the  honour  of  being  introduced 
to  this  most  worthy  old  man. . 

All  travellers  mention  the  great  degree  of  fomiUarity  with 
which  servants  tfeat  their  masters  in  this  country.  There 
is  a  remarkable  instance  of  this  in  the  house  where  I  am 
at  present.  An  old  butler,  who  waits  on  us  at  dinner,  is 
perpetiuilly  interrupting  his  master  iu  the  course  of  con- 


y  Google 


CAHFAICK    IK    PORTDOAL.  IS) 

versation,  in  a  manner  so  extraordinary,  that  D*  •  •  and 
I  can  with  great  difficulty  refrain  from  laughing.  If>  iii 
answer  to  our  inquiries,  the  worthy  Major  happens  to' 
state  any  thing  which  is  not  exactly  accordant  with  the 
butler's  ideas,  he  cries  out — "  O,  no.  Sir,  you  are  much 
mistaken,  you  forget  that  so  and  so  is  the  case."  The 
good  Major,  instead  of  appearing  annoyed,  or  desiring 
him  to  be  silent,  hears  with  great  patience  all  he  has  to 
say,  and  then  vindicates  himself ;  this  produces  an  ani- 
mated rejoinder  from  the  butler,  followed  by  a  long  argu- 
mentation between  them,  in  which  they  generally  manage 
to  lose  sight  of  the  original  question. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  priests  here  make  so  many  pro- 
cessions as  in  the  other  towns  in  Portugal,  though,  per^ 
haps,  it  is  only  the  wet  weatlier  which  keeps  them  within 
dooi^. 

The  tutelar  saints  of  Castel  Branco  bold  rather  a  dan- 
gerous post.  They  are,  according  to  Brydone,  as  liable 
to  be  turned  out  of  place  as  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  are 
at  home.  In  bis  Tour  through  Sicily  and  Malta,  that  ati- 
thor  says — "  That  the  people  of  Castel  Branco  were  so 
enraged  at  St.  Antonio,  for  allowing  the  Spaniards  to 
plunder  their  town,  contraiy,  as  they  affirmed,  to  his  ex- 
press agreement  with  them,  that  they  broke  many  of  hi» 
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statues  to. pieces;  and  one  that  had  been  more  revered 
than  the  rest,  they  took,  the  bead  off,  and  clapped  on  one 
of  St.  Francis  in  its  place ;  whose  name  tlie  statue  ever 
afterwards  retained.  I  have  not  heard  who  is  at  present 
9t  the  bead  of  the  sainthood  here.  I  know  it  cannot  be 
St.  Dennis. 

.  I  iotgfit  tp  tell  you  that  this  town  is  well  supplied  with 
exceltest  guote  of  aU  descriptions — hares,  red-legged  par- 
txid^j  quails,  &)c.  are  both  plentiful  aiid  cheap. 
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LETTER  XXX. 


YILI.A6B.  01  JLTJAktA. — JCVt  IK  PpBTUGAL.— iH  ACClDEirr,-.*TAL 
DE  PRAZBRAa. — A  HEW  lUBJECT  FOR  A»  ARTUT. — BIHfiULAR  I»- 
60T1ATI0H. 

CampOitM,  litkNoMmiart  1908. 

We  ]eft.Castel  Branco  yesterday  morning,  and  after  a 
vet  ride  of  four  leagues,  reached  Atalaya,  a  small  povoa  or 
Tillage,  where  we  slept.  NotwithstaDding  the  external 
appearance  of  the.  -  housesj  we' ^,re  very  comfortably 
lodged,  and  bad  the  luxury  of  a  good  biaaero  to  dry  oar 
4dothes. 

-  Oiir  landlord,  who  appeareil  to  te  an  intcUigcat  mall, 
entered  into  discourse  respecting  the  state  of  public  tHKtin. 
In  the  course  of  his  conreraation,  he  was  very  liberal  in 
labwiog  ft  dascriptioDiof  weot  wbdm  hecaUedtheBew 

Cbristiaas,  whifih,  he.tqildM,  was  :the  mhde  by  irhwh' Ac 
Jews.iaFort.ue»l.aTe  DOwkndVDt  .AU  tbewlpcDtjki.hw, 
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as  you  perhaps  know,  have  apparently  conformed  to  the 
tenets  of  the  Catholic  church,  but  are,  it  is  suspected,  as 
rank  Israelites  in  their  hearts  as  ever.  Some  travellers 
have  stated,  that  wherever,  in  Portugal,  you  observe  a 
house  more  than  usually  adorned  with  crucifixes  and 
holy  pictures,  you  i^ay-^afely -conclude  that  the  owner 
follows  the  precepts  of  the  Mosaic  law. 

Out'  landlord  iriTormed'  li^  that  Casfel  Brancd  abounds 
.with  these  new  Christians,  who,  during  the  tyranny  of  the 
French,  were  their  agents  in  carrying  on  a  system  of  «- 
/'iMWg-eoiLthfiir.&UQHr  citi^ns;  and  were  extremely  useful 
to  the  French  commissaries,  in  procuring  them  provisions, 
■forage,  andsilppUeiiof  allkiildsfor  tWiiiarnlj^. 

One  'of  these  Jews,  now  in  Castel  Binnco,  is  lately  ie- 
tumed  from  Madrid,  *heife  he  had'b^eh  tiaken  upoa.thfe 
txpulsion  of  King  Joseph.  Another  J^  bailM  him  foe  k 
considerable  sum,  and  has  since  been  executed,  in-  conse*- 
quence  of  the  flight  of  the  Jew  of  Castel  Branco.  This  is 
-th*  cironniMncc  as  I  teadd  it,  )nit  I  cannotvoadh.fift;  its 

■'  Jk^fi'ilenld>I>*'^*'bli»sulftl«dniach  ihconiKnieiioe^am 
'ttei|)Mfik.iog ^wnofasiidaU'eatt,  onwHicH  he  had  trah^ 
.|nried')ii»;t!aggige/froiti  tis&on,  ai(  fic'««  Atalaya.i  .<% 


,  Google 


CL»MPJiI8M:UI.P0»ra>O4,*>  W 

tlie:tiiiie  we  riachsd  Csjtel  •Borneo,:  tbfc  BJUle  whW'  dr«ig- 
ged  it  along  was  much  fatigued,  and  ted  become  udfy 
excoriated  on  tlie  shoulder,  from  the  pressure  of  the  collar. 
I  kheiiefore  UfatAvn.  one  (Jf  my  ihor**.  towist  iu  bringing 
oa'.tbe  e»it  ..Th«  lji«f»e  tRtS:  put  in  bame«»  is  fr»ntj  and 
•the  two^aniimdi  M*  -0%  (mgetbBr,:"n  the  greatest  j>i>6»iW« 
fadrmsBJ.    '■■'  ' 

Vfo  we*  JQSt  mounting  ftnr  horses  ,ftnd  settiig  off,  vefj 
wellpliased  with  the arrsogSmeBti  when  theppor.Gallego 
who  drove  the  cart  returned,  tearing  his  hair,  and  making 
a  most  dismal  noise,  exclaiming  he  was  ruined.  I  was 
«t  first  ifrSid  ithirt;iflyl  hBit*(i*S{>a«iish  stallion ,  had  kicked 
imdibfbken  sotoeof  his  honesr",  ;hut  on  riding  immediately 
forWardito  the  plade,  I  fiwod  that,  un  going  up  a  small  hilU 
the4>o«e  hadbetome  rastivfc  :aiid|?^k«d  >)p<^n:the  mule, 
Tfhithh«d.oTertmWdtJle,«*rtiJ>t<j,!i,d«!ep^»llow  by  the 
siis  of  the  i;oad.l.:rort»nBteljr.te»thsf|o{  thqiwraalswew 
at  all  injured,  and  iiitthfii<»rt,:«»\3ii  ««*  ii^,v^,\fmll^ 
Bowevfep,  onienqoimigfca-aettjipeBtfii,  wpilfWrtttoow 
estrememortificatl»n,-tliat:Miw»(iiiH«.iie?e*aif}r'to,»eBd 
eitlier  to  Alpediinlia; .  o»  .1  Tillage  inoned.  YaJ:  de  Pijag^iBj, 
a  distance  of  fottr:  mite,  as  jio  imcch^pii  lined  in.  Atalsjft. 
After  6«m«:  iddibetatjon,  !we  detfarmipwl:  to  ft*ke.  tli^ 
fraotuie4'm»«Jiine.ioJl!be  latlei  Ullage*  Bsathlaflr  moW:titr 
rectly  ii>  our  road;  and  haTO^;iby;»te9«»jftW»:!»f-,% 
>  si 
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Juess,  procured  a  bullock-cart,  we  fastened  i  the  brolun 
xehicle  to  it,  and  set  off< 

Betwe«i  Atalaya  and  Val  de  Prazeras,  we  had  a  cbacm* 
Hig  view  of  tlie  rommitic.  little  village  of  Alpedrinha, 
placed  about  half-wljr  up  the  side  of  a  mountain)  and  em- 
bodied amidst  a  large  forest  of  oaks,  now  glowing  in  all  tb!5- 
lading  tints  of  autumn.  Having  galloped  on  to  Val  de 
Prazeras,  I  leanit  that  the  only  carpenter  in  tlie  village 
wiis  gone  to  Fundaon,  a  market  town,  about  two  leagues 
over  the  mountains, 

•  At  length,  after  maiiy  enquiries, :  I  found  that  there  was 
still  another  carpenter,'  who,  in  the  wane  of  life,  lived,  re- 
tired in  the  village.  Him  I  now  kwked  for,  and  with 
much  difficulty  prevaifed  on  him  to  assist  my  friend  in  his 
dilemma.  I  then  rode  back  to  D  •  •  *,  where  we  impa- 
tiently waited  for  the  arrival  of  the  old  carpenter,  who 
soon  after  made  his  appearance.  An  ass,  led  by  a  little 
boy,  carried  the  old  nan,  who  was  lame  in  one  of  bisfeet. 
Before  the  ass  nmrehed  a  little  ragged  elf,  playing  on  an 
daten  reed,  and  aronad  were  a  troop  of  children  from  the 
village,  each  bearing  a  imUet,  a  saw,  or  a  hatchet,  while 
one  of  the  urchins,  with  a  thick'rope's  end,  urged  the  poor 
donkey  to  move  on.  .1  could  not  help  lauglung  most 
teartily  at  this  extraordinary  cavalcade,  which,  I  believe. 
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evea  excited  &  feint  smile  from  my  poor  friend  D  •  •  *, 
Ji&  I  reminded  ..him  of  one  of  Jordaea's  pictures  of  the' 
triumph  of  Silenus. 

After  examining  the  cart  very  attentively,  the  old  man 
ia£N1ned  us,  that  it  would  .require  anew  shaft',  and  at 
kast.  three  hours  to  finish  the  job;  and  we  were'iiow 
obliged  to  bring  ijt  up  to  .the  vill^e.'  Here  we  were  bdn- 
ducted  to  the  pxincipalhousej  over  the  door  of  which  was 
carved  in  stone  the'armorial  bearings  of  the' proprietressi 
aa  old  lady,  who  begged  us  to  walk  ini  Sonie  Miit  aitd 
refreshments  veie  presented  to  us,  of  which  we  ^ap- 
.  .twk..  .  ■  ') 

The  lady  of  the  mansion,  we  soon  after  discovered, 
'«UifBed.  the' rank  of  Countess;'  and  we  Werenota  Uttle 
surprized  to  £ad,  jrom  out  Isetvailts,  .that  she  had  bete 
tampering  with  the  workmen,  who  declared  that  it  would 
take  at  least  twelve  hours  to  repair  the  damage  the  cart 
had  sustained.  Upon  this  declaration  being  made,  ths 
Countess  expressed  a  wish  to  purchase  the  concern,  as  the 
beauty  of  the  two  English  chaise-wheels  had  particularly 
struck  her  &ncy.  After  some  frit  and  tm't,  it  was  at 
length  agreed  between  D  *  *  *  and  her  Ladyship,  that  the 
cart  should  be  her  property  for  twelve  dollars. 

Having  procured  an  ass  aad  a  mide  to  carry  the  baggage. 
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^weR&prepaiJngto{seiofiiwiteiitwo;pa:&w>iorp«ie«ts,irat^ 
the:  Donna's  two  ddugbter^arrivedi  To  them  kb^ahnonoacflMl 
the  bargain  she  had  just  concluded.  The  pnesU;  o«  cb^uauw 
ing  the  vehicle,  gave  so  unfavourable  a  report,  that  the 
Countess  decUred:her  iktvnuiuatioa  to  Tesdinifiet'itgree- 
mcht.  .We  now  rordered  out  the  unfortunate  maohiiWi 
andrwcre  pre^raring  ,t6  make  a  bonfire  of  it  befope- 'She  eld 
lady's  door,  vhati  she  begged  to  reyieW  the  negotUetibn; 
jipori  the  basis  oF  th^  sfatvs  gmi  Th^  deifinitive  tiie^ty  ^wu 
soon  concluded ;' fibe  handed' over  the  cinisadoes  to  my 
iriend  D •  •:*,  who: pocketing  them,  made  her  a  low  hom^ 
and  mounttng  his  hone, '^Itoped  out  of  sight 'befbre  ikt 
Countess  had  an  opportunity  of  wavering  any  more  on  the 
subject,  I  then  paid  my  compliments^  and  taking  nrther 
a  more4ardy  leave  of  her  Ladyship.  Boon  joined  «^y  friend, 
ahd^eftj^eda  hearty  laugh  at-ihe  eicpfence  of  the  sintitjuateA 
'CouMteis/ifhoMJtva^ioe'hadheenso  inahi^st;  '         .  ,     - 
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W«  arrived  in  this  town  last  night.  Soon  after  breiJc- 
-^st  yeatf/c^y  tficifiaif!^  ,v«  l«Si  tJbe  vtVage  of  SCsmpibha, 
situated  jq  j^  ^ipall,.-«rf.;^  Mft  :  ajfcid  lofty  gra»it>e 
iaouftfi<tu,  tfiiil^'i^^  viSnfiptwAjaoaid  iatuWiwoo*  rf 
oak.  Then>Qrp>i)g,WAaiSne,'n<lastlKnwdii{>bned  tb* 
■^ist^lQf;  fi\if  rfr^WfftilM^' bvgig .tiv  mid^air  beomdi  UiC 
^«TO>W<l«>gJ[IWK»iade»,:,.:j    ..-I   ■.  j. 

I  yoi(.  ajtu4t  oft«tI'Jhiav^  aUsaMedj ;  thii  be*ut)fi>l'  effect'  in 
■fffe-tWD^KMa  9nt>r(mi<«i'}fiut>iUitiv«  MUslgs,  abotit  tin 
commencement 'jofiotaltiidmii^whia  iths'^dbiids^  stsedniihg 
along  the  vales,  are  attracted  by  the  woody  thicltets,  and, 
lil<^  th^  IKelt«fil«>igigitBlmrgaS>aaa«iv.lHietii  k>  aUngitbi'lhe 
lijWghSijflltb^uweaiMgi^oilt  abd  teidammi)  lUMdbHl 
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uh.  Such  was  the  aspect  under  which  we  viewed  the  se- 
questered village  of  Campinha. 

In  the  course  of  two  miles  we  arrived  near  the  banks  of 
a  mountain  torrent,  foaming  amid  mossy  rocks.  This 
stream,  judging  by  my  map,  1  suppose  to  be  a  branch  of 
the  Rio  Sizera ;  but  I  must  caution  you  tliat  Jefiries  ap- 
pears to  be  inaccurate  in  this  part  of  Portugal.  Leaving 
'this  river  to  the  left,  we  ascended  and  descended  several 
times,  till  we  arrived  in  a  fine  mountain  plain,  bounded 
on  the  left  by  a  lofty  range,  over  which  towered  the  snow- 
clad  summit  of  the  Seica  d^£stcella,  the  highest  mountaia 
in  Portugal. 

.  The  roaid:  from  Campinha  was  excellent,  composed  of 
-firm  granitici  sand,  amid  which  we  often  found  large 
■asses  of  talc.  The  country  was  covered  with  short  herb- 
age ;  and  on  approaching  Castanheira,  we  entered  groves  of 
fine  chewutis.  This  vill^e  (Castanheira),  is  finely  placed 
on  a  knoll  iji  the  centre  of  the  plains  betwixt  two  branches 
of  the  river  Sizera,  over  which  there  are  two  bridges.' 
After  resting  a  few  minutea  here,  we  passed  aJong  the 
valley  to  a  hamlet  called:  Belaionte,  the  old  castle  o{ 
which  w«  had-'dcscn^  at'ii/rgccat  dbtaiice.. 

Befanonte  isi  sitaated,  aa  its  oaabe  indicatee,  on  a  beao- 
tki  littk  ^auimici.  '  Like  theg^nerality  of  villages  here 
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aiwut,  it  iniB  ia  onciant  tintu  a  strosg  bold.*  Ataaai 
the  Tillage  ne  some  noble  gTOTCsiif  miotic  oheiqnti,  of 
Thicb  the  femi^  peosaote  mere  busied  in  cailjKting  ttte 
Auit. 

.'  ;^  Bdmailte  «ie  pot  up  our  bones  Ear  an  boar  at  the 
booeiof  tbe  Jwe  deToia,  and  aflzr  pirtaking  <iS  tote 
ive«d 'and  cheese,:  and afe#  ibaatad-ofctsiuita,  prqoeeded 
on  our  jourdigr-  '.'.A^iii.a.'nfeik[irem  Babnaalte  :me  reached- 
the  pieturesquebanksof  a  small  stream,  whose  course  the 
road  foUoved,  leading  Uf  tfl  the  most  b^antlful  valley  your 
fency  can  welt  yietuc.  ■  SUt  oaki  mti  ^dMartuts  clothed 
both  sides  of  the'river,  up  to  the  very  summit.  Now  and 
then  an  ancient  church,  with.a.ceineteiy,  itnd  agray  styne 
cr^ifixi,  covered  with  moas  or  i^,.gaTe  «n  Uit^r^t  to  the 
fp^np.  .  The  Ijme  h^letebfflgjng'ot^  tbe  j:o(^,.s<»tte^ 
ifrtb  wieat))t  qfUue^fij^ke  oyfr,  tbe  ^rk  brown,  woods..  ^ 

,,  Ifprf  ^dst  t|>^  ^ftj(  gK»t)isblHj)pp.  afld  ;'|W()i9Qq(ief 
— ,u,'i .;    :,'„  I,  1  ■:■:  ■:;,,'. 

*  This  country,  indeed,  abonnds  witli  snch  niins.  Idanlia  Nora,  Idanlia 
Vellia,  .Pennamacor,  &c.  are  all  ancient  hill  forts,  surrounded  by  villagee. 
Tbe  iuhabilaots  formerly  carried  on  a  perpetual  ynAm  with  Spain,  from 
which  country  they  were  in  their  turn  subjected  to  predatory  incursions. 
Snch  was  the  state  of  the  debateable  kuid  near  the  Tweed,  before  the  union 
between  Ei^laixl  and  Sijotlaod. 
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iuQunUua  goaitsi ;  vbUe  the  «y:e,  wandering  ia-  delight  ov^r 
this  requisite  sceiie^wasofteD:atthicte().by  theJa^t  rajs  i)f 
t(Kf  sun,  setting  beliitid  the.  icmt>t&  sumi^t  of  the:'ldft|r 
Sena,  or  by  the  slow-sailing  flight  of  a  vulture  or  eagle. 
At  the  cottage  doors  <^  this  happy  valley,  we  olten  saw 
inskinc&$i'diiicvaale-  beaiity,  lapproacbiagjtO':  tb6'  fiiiest 
ideal  fora»i  of. Greece.:  :  Wewere^'id  sfaorl,  in  a  sort  of 
itrtooe,  from  which-^e  Wdcfd- ibid 'percei^'edouraelvea  ift 
khestateof  tfaetravcllKraJneiiiiaatfdlay.VirgiL..;;'.;  V     .  .> 

Quale  per  iuc^rtam  luiMm  ^b  luce  maligiia, 

'  ^t  ner  in  sUtis,  ubi  cc^lbm  conidtAitiuabni 

ir  -~    .! )  -..linvitat  Msbniiuvafaiiytfititaadbfqmi.'  ■::  i,;  -i      . 

■r         ■  ,,      .  -  -Sinip,  I-ib-yi..     , 

r*.  '.  ..    /.      .  ..;;:r;i;?.  vr»'/  o.lJ  <>t  <;ri  ,  ■    . , ;  -clTTi  <■   -..r-  {...•  \ 

'  C'rossfng' dii3'  Tecrbsiin^  the'  'i-ivtTi''4n'd'ffmdihg  under 
the  steep  cliffs  of  the  valley,  the  stream  diminishing  pro^ 
'gressively't©  4  rivutet,  torrent,  ahd  brook,  w6  reachled 
its  sourc^l  aii^  soon  after  the  suhiinit  of  th6  mountain :  Tfc 
was  now  so  dark  that  we  lost  our  roadv  &aA  were  wander- 
ing about  the  granite  clifife,  irheri  the  totllhg  ofthb  cbilv^ 
"bells  pointied  but  the  directioh  of  Gruafda,  atifhtch  T^fr 
arrived  at  tea  o'clock  P.M. 
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*WARtliA— m  DJlURrcilMATe  DDRINe  TflMTEn— M>rtV  9itUA*lW*.J 

.    GALWAV    RESPECTING    TUB    DBPEHCE -OF  .PORTUGAL.-'^CIIARACTER 
OF  LOIBSON. ATROCITIES  PERPETRATED  BY  THE  FRENCH  AT  ALPS-' 

•  mnNSA;,'^— ANECDOTE  OF  ta^  iN^uisitioN.        ■'■  ''-^ 


AlmaJa,  'l8(*  Wotwnjer,  IMS. 

Here  we  are  at  the  frontier  garrisoo-town  of  Portugal. 
Before  Me  quitted  Gail])da:lsi>(i)igt>t.^fi|^iethregiqent 
titivied.  It  raihed  hiee«saetjyi(darifig  the  two  days  w^ 
vere  tfaere^  atadithnatiassph^  Wi)a  so  fpjjgy,  that  wecoitl4 
scarcely  see  fivmiooft  side  of '  tie  ;atpeet  to  the  otber^ex- 
de()t  ODe  eveiiing,.for  a)>OMt  teq  piinutes,  a$  the  sun 
went  down.;  I  therefore  saw  Tery  little  of  thatespiscopal 
city.  Wenwte  tbAnkfulito  get  away  from  it,  as  we  were 
told  that,'&iri|e|H'ly  bm,  if;mt.«i*.a>9>>thsin  th^year,  the 
cun  never  shines  on  it.  ,  Luckily  for  the  Bishop,  there  is 
Hft.^fit  oompsUiiig  him.  t0;i!e«ife  there, 
c  c  2 
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Guarda  stands  near  the  source  of  the  Mondego,  upon 
one  of  the  mountains  of  the  Serra  da  Estrella,  and  m  the 
summer  months  may  be  pleasant  enough.  It  appeals, 
however,  to  he  decreasing  in  population,  if  I  may  be  al- 
lowed to  judge  from  the  ruinous  state  of  its  houses.  King 
Saucho  the  First,  who  founded  it,  in  1199,  must  have  had 
an  extraordinary  taste.  It  is  encompassed  by  turrete'd 
stone  walls,  and  has  an  old  castle,  which  overlooks  an  ex- 
t^asWe.  plain,  ta  .which-  you  dcscef¥l  by  a^  steep  EO«il,  paved 
vith  large  blodu  <^  gmiiite.  Bnmouriec  thinks  that  this 
plain  would  be  an  excellent  camp  for  twenty  thousand 
men,  as  it  commands  the  a^acent  .country. ;  ..and  Lord 
Galway,  in  his  Memoirs,  says,  that  it  is  by  lar  the  best 
post  that  can  be  occupied  by  the  Portuguese  for  the  de- 
fence of  Lisbon,  when  threatened  by  the  Spaniards. 

At  Guard*  we  were  Mgtd  i»<l>e  boiis*  of  a  ieneficei 
etergyman,  whowaa  the  priscipal  agent  time  of  tikatvilt 
tribunal  the  Inquisition.  The  eMmy  had  committed 
their  nsuat  excesses  at  Goinda.  Mort  af  the  inbabitxnts. 
Indeed,  had  fied  upon  the  tost  visit  *f. tie  French,  which 
happetied'jusf  'before the  landingof  the BiiJtisbat  Figuerat 
but  the  name  of  Geiiertf  Loisson-  in«p»Ms  »  degree  of  dtS' 
testation  and  itamr  ainmtgst  aU<  etasaes  of  PoMugoeWi  fhr 
beyond  *hat  I  couW  have  c4nceive(t.  That  man,  ot 
monster,  rather  let  Me  taA  faim,  MsiM  to  h«Ve  as^atuieh 


,  Google 


exceeded,  in  profligacy  »nd.  wanton  curdty,  ev«ry>  other 
French  general,  as  Nero,  Tiberius,  and  Robespiftriw  hav« 
surpassed  the  rest  of  mankind.  This  wretch  has  lost  an 
arm,  and  the  Fortugoese  have  giv^n.  hiiti  the  nickrnMM  of 
Maaeta.*  One  of  his  last  acts  of  atrocity  was  thf  wanton 
iDurder  of  forty  of  the  ianoceat  inhabitants  of  thai  heao-f 
tKul  village,  the  appearance  of  which  I  described  to  you 
in  my  last  letter.  If  any  spat  io  the  world  seems,  from  iU 
^luded  situatioo,  to  promise  repose  and  peace  to  itis  Hkv 
habitants,  it  i^  surely  Alpedrinha.  Yet,  even  tbere,  tht 
poor  peasantry  have  bees  bsfbarously  massacred  by  a  rat 
pacicns  French  soldiery,  Aod  have  Mit  tlieir  surviving  poa* 
terity.to  eurse  the  bigotry  aad  feHy  of  a  govtfrhmtoi; 
which  has  been  wasting,  m  the  efeotian  of  chdpete  to  Sii 
^ohn  the  Baptist,  and  churches  and  convents  to  th^  Iwart 
of  Jestts,  that  wealth  and  those  resources  whici^t  evgtit  t» 
have  been  applied  in-  o^aiaiBg  a  respectable '  mitilary 
ferce,  and  preserving  the  dignity  and  security  of  its  sub- 
jeetfc 

While  we,were  under  the  roof  of  the  Inquisitor^  he  one 
day  received  a  letter  froiu  his. superiors  in  iniquity  at  Lis- 


^e  de/j  that  this  wretched  man  has  paid  the  debt  of  nalure  at  Oporto,  and 
k  no*  departed  to  answer  ftt  the  trlbana)«f  hit  Cieator  for  all  luiesecrable 
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bon,  tlie  contents  of  which  he  was  pleased  to  oommunP 
oate'  to  us.  ' 

-  Previously  to  the  seizure  of  Portugal  by  the  French 
army,  a  young  man,  residing  at  Lisbon,  the  son  of  a  mer- 
chant of  Oporto,  had  become  enamoured  of  the  daughter 
of  a'  pdwei-ftil  Portuguese  nobleman.  He  soon  made 
fchown  the  state  of  his  affections  to  tire  young  lady,  who, 
o^rlooking  the  prejudices  of  birth,  yielded  a  return  to 
hU  passion,  and  found  means  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  het 
firieiida,  and  give  him  her  hand  at  the  altar  of  a  neighbour- 
ing chapel.  The  marriage  was  soon  discovered.  Morti-^ 
fled  prideand  indignation  seized  the  hidalgo.  The  young 
ritan'was  banished  by  the  ministiy  to  Oporto ;  while  the 
InqnisiUon,  ever  ready  to  engage  m'  any  measure  of  de^' 
potism  And  bavbarity,  intmured  the  poor  imprudent  girl 
Within- the  precincts  ctf  a  convent.'   '  -    ' 

The  entry  of  Junot  into  Lisbon,  however  it  might  be 
regarded  by  the  rest  of  the  nation,  was,  by  these  1;wo  un- 
fortunates, hailed  as  the  aera  of  their  liberty.  The  young 
inan  made  a  personail  appeal  to  the  feelings  of  Junot.  It 
was  not  made  in  vain.  "  Young  man,"  said  Junot, 
<*  your  wish  is  granterf;  your  wife  isliall  be  restored  "to 
you."  The  gates  of  her  prison  were  thrown  open ;  and 
Junot,  for  once  at  least  in  his  life,  was  instrumental  to  the 
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happiness  of  two  feUow-c^eatures.  The  British  conquered. 
The  French  retired.  Again  the  prisons  of  the  Inqui^itioa 
yawned.  Dread  and  horror  seized  the  lady.  She  fled  to 
the  protecting  arais  of  her  only  brother,  who  resides  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Guarda.  The  fell  Inquisition  re- 
claims its  prey  ;  ajid  the^r  ag^t  at  Gu^O'da,  unless  he  shall 
be  dispo6ed  of  by  an  apoplexy,  or  some  other  way  equally 
effectual,  will  soon  lay  his  clutches  on  this  poor  creature,, 
and  conduct  her  to  the  Inquisition. 

IVom  Guafda  hither  the  road  is  over  a  bleak  p1ain» 
interspersed  .  with  inean  yill^ges,  and  intersected  with 
stone  walls.  Immense  blocks  of  granite  cover  the  face  of 
the  country,  in  all  directions ;  and  oak-trees,  their  usual 
ftccompanimeot,  sire  not  wanting.  The  white,  or  Spanish 
.broiam,  .grofwa here  in: Ekbimdaoce.  We  croist^  one  of'itwo 
.•irtoma,  aod  at  lei^th.theX.oa  River,  dyer  whigh  tt^r6  is 
:asinguUr>  but  rather  bandBomc  bridge,  of  thr«se  arches. 
Of  this  place  I  shall  defer  the  description  tilt  I  haye  moce 
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MTTER  XXXIII. 


ALMEIDA  DESCRIBED.— K;HANGe  IN  THE  ART  OF  WAR.— CNPnOMISINO 
ASPECT  OF  AFFAIRS  IN  SfXiy. — ^TRE  SFANISU  ARMIES  EXTWt  BUT  ttl 

MAHE.— THE  J0NTA3 THEIR  APATHY — THET  DBLAr  THE  LANDING 

OF«IB  DAVID  BAIRD's  ABMX  ATX:ailD«HA«  UNDER  rRfVOLOUftrRE- 
TENCES.. — BRIGADIER-GENERAL  ANBTRUTHBR.— rIGNORANCE  OF  TRE 
INHABITANTS  OF  ALMEIDA  OF  TttE  STATE  OF  AFFAIRS  IH  SPAIN. 


Almeida^  \9th  NovenAa-j  1808. 

Tkts  to vn  SianiDs'  6n  -the  top  idP  a  'wtj  Hugh  tftoaateib, 
or,  more  ppojf>er1y  per^ps,  vn  b  lofty  iiioa»tain*^lBte, 
whicli  is  divided  by 'aa  vmmense  -glen*  -ooateloing  m 
its  sinuosities  the  JV^iiA  iriver  Coay  uditcU,  Twhing -dcltiAi 
amidst  rifted  granite  rocks,  and  after  being^^  finest:. t|jr 
three  small  rivers,  adds  its  stream  to  the  majestic  Douro. 
Almeida  is  the  principal  place  in  the  district  of  Pinhel; 
and  Dumouriez  thinks  it  "  the  strongest  fortification  in 
Portugal.  It  has  six  royal  bastions  of  stone,  and  as  many 
ravelins,  that  fronting  the  Coa,  which  runs  at  the  distance 
of  a  mile,  is  of  a  noble  extent^  and  furnished  with  a  cavo' 
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Her,  &r  the  purpose  of  commaDding  the  dronmjticeikti 
Qomitry :  there  is  a  good  ditch  and  covered  way.  Neai%' 
in  the  centre  of  the  town,  on  a  lofty  mound,  stands  a  ca*-" 
tie,  &nious  for  its  strength  and  magazines,  bomb-proof; 
vitfaia  its  walls  ace  weUs,  and  at  a  small  distaneeafme 
spring  of  wafcer.  The-  number  of  souls  in  the  town  two. 
thQutand,five  hundred."  . 

:  I  hare  given  .youj  this  description  juKt  as  it  stands  in 
Dumouriez's  work,  although  you  may,  perhaps,  know  as. 
little  of  ravelines  and  bomb-proois  as  the  Widow  Wadman 
did  at  th^  time  <rf  her  first  interview  with  my  uncle  Toby. 
Fortified  placesrare  now.  Indeed,  a&r  less  Interesting  study 
tibaa  tliey  were  in  tho^e  days.  The  whole  art  of  war  ba» 
undereone  $ach  a^rapid  change,  that  it  is  no  longer  what 
it  was. in  theday^  o£ Louis  the  Fourteenth,  «hen  theseige 
of  a  town  like  ALmdda,  furnished  a  large  army  with  foil 
cnaqiloymfiat  for  sixteen  or  ei^tcen  months. 

I  was  lex-treraely  gnatifted  to  meet  here  wiih  an  old  a&*i 
quaintance,  Colonel  D***,  who  is  just  arrived  from  Co- 
lunna.  But  the  pleasure  I  felt  in  meeting  bini  Mias 
a  ^od  deal  damped  by  the  inteUigenoe  I  received  r&*: 
specting  our  prospects  in  Spain.;  which  he  represents  afl> 
sadly  altered  for  the  worse,  within  tliese  few  weeks.  In 
sjaM^  I  belieye  .we  shall   firtd  that  tb*   French.  baVe 
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been,  as  usual,  too  rapid  for  their  opponents,  and  tbadrtiie- 
numerous, armies  of  Spain  arer  already  little  more  than  ft 
name. 

He  repiesents  the  common  people  as  braire  and  well 
disposed  ;  hut  as  to  the  Juntas,  he  sa^s,  nothing  can  he 
more  indolent,  apathetic,  and  indifferent.  This,  indeed^ 
is  the  language  of  every  officer  here  whom  I  have  con- 
versed with  on  the  snbjeqt.  If  so,  I  fear  that.  Sir  Jolia 
Moore  has  a  most  arduous  task  to  perform'. 

The  C<rfonel  came  to  Corunna  on  the  I3th  October, 
along  with  Lieutenint-Oeneral  Sir  David  Baird's  army 
from  ^gland.  When  they  arrived  there,  the  Junta  would 
not  permit  tliem.  tn.Hi«>mhark  till  they  ppapIvmI  an  answer 
from  the  Central  Junta  at  Madrid.  Hence  arose  a  consi* 
derable  dday^  and  it  was  not  before  the  end  of  the  month' 
that  permission  was  given  tfaem  to  land  ia  divisions,  not 
exceeding  two  and  three  thousand  men.  This  is  a  bad 
cHDen  c^  what  we  have  to  expect  from,  the  Spaniiu-ds^    ■ 

Colonel  D  •  •  •  represents  the  countiy  of  Spun  as  much 
better  cultivated  than  what  he  had  conceived  &om  the  ac- 
counts of  Spanish  tourists- 
There   is  a  British  regiment  now  in  garrisoB  here. 


y  Google 


CAlfPAmN    IN    POHTITCAL.  203 

ftnd  Brigadier-General  Anstrutber  and  his  suite  have  been 
in  Almeida  ever  since  the  17th  September,  during  which 
time  this  regiment  has  been  performing  the  garrison 
doty. 

It  is  strange  that,  generally  speaking,  the  people  of  this 
town  are  as  ignorant  of  what  is  passing  in  Spain,  as  if 
they  were  on  the  other  side, of  the  Atlantic:  you  must, 
Uierefore>  restrain  your  curioaily  tiU  I  get  to  Cuidad 
Rodrigo,  the  fint  st^e  in  Spain,  when  I  shall  (Hxtbably 
be  enabled  to  inform  you  of  the  real  state  of  affairs. 

I  have  inckMsd  in  this  letter  a  sketdi  of  the  bridge  over 
the  Coa  River,  of  which  I  gave  you  a  description  in  my 
last. 

I  shall  send  this  by  the  post  to  a  frie.nd  at  Oporto^  ^ho 
will  forward  it  to  England.    Adieu. 


D  D  2 
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LETTER  XXXIV. 


0ANieU    FBOTITIER. FORT    DE    LA.    CONCEPTION.^COA    RITER,    TBB 

-    NATVflALSOUlFDARY— RIB*  DE  «0A,  AHHEKEO  BY  RItiG  DENH19.— • 

cBAttos-ov  Airsps  la' TB^-.H^v^ta  .liia  rsuA«<n.^piur/MT  viRir; 

OF  CUIDAD  RO{>RIG0 — BRIDfiE';— SQUARE  TOWER— B ATT LBHENTS^ 
CHANGE  OF  MANNERS— SUPERIOR  CLEANLINESS— COSTV MB   OF  THE 
INHABITANTS. — TARTAN   FLAIDING. — BOTCHERS*  SBOFS. — aPAHlSH 
'    gAlCTMa— BBiBllOLE»tl-!''BWJRltMiH— jillB  T^UWyPia. 

Cttidad  Rodrigo,  90tk  Kovtmb^,  1808. 

This  mcHmnig  we  arrived  within  the  terntorie»  of 
Spain.  M  ctn  early  hfi^  D  *  *  *  and  I  left  Almeida.  After 
passing  for  nearly  ttue^.nooLes  oyer  a  t^ak  flat,  ti^K  ro^ 
began  to  lead  into  s<Mne  woods  of  evergreen  oak>  and  soon 
after  we  passed  a  small  rivulet,  near  which  is  a  fortress, 
called  Fort  de  Conception,  in  a  dilapidated  state,  standii^ 
on  the  boundary  of  the  two  countries. 

The  Cba  River  appears  to  be  the  more  natural  boundary 
between  the  two  countries ;  and,  indeed,  I  find  that  it 
was  so  formerly.    jOn  consulting  the  )ustory  of  Portugal, 
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it'appeftn,  that  King  Dennis  annexed  to  Portugal  a.  tract  of 
oountry  beyond  the  Coa,  which  was  then  called  the  Kiba 
deCoa.' 

On  costering  the  Brst  village  in  Spain  a  stranger  is  forci- 
blj  atrnck  with  tbe  appearance  of  the  houses,  all  the  win* 
dows  being  fortified  with  strong  bars  of  iron;  the  iAterior 
of  them  also  evinces  a  much  greater  degree  of  cleanliness 
Ihan  thoee  in  Portogai.     ,     . 

In  our  progvess  as  we  passed  through  a  country  abouni^ 
ing  with  game,  we  met  several  Spanish  peasants,  al^ 
armed  with-  moak^. .  We  were  itoick  wHh  tbe  sup^^. 
rity  of  tfae  ath^ioiandimuscalar  form  of  these  men,  con^ 
pared  with  tbe  Portuguese,  many  of  whom  teew  dwarfish 
and  cramped  in  tiisir  growth.  After  paasiog  several  snialt 
'  villages,  w«  r%acb6d  tbe  brow  of  a  gekitfy.*n(iing  hill* 
whence  we  hadaview  of  a.fi*«:fa*ilB{ilain,  faoadded  by  « 
lofty  range  of  mountains,  in  part  covered  with  snow.  .At 
the  fiirtber  extremity  of  tbe  plain  rose  the  white  towers  of 
Cuidad  Reitlrigo,  towMdhweapfiroKbetliiyaTsiy hflnd- 
sonte-  bridge,'  df  ten  aivhes,  tbromi  ever  >tbe  livet;  A%^ 
wada,  on  whose  .banks  Mietown  ia  proudly  sitnMod  on  ^ 
sand-stone  rock.  Overlooking  tbe  bridge  is  a  large^^uare 
tower,  with  battlements  and  loop-holes,  connected  with  a 
lony'BtSne  wall,'  found  iirtaick..tUe  load  winds  Icit  a.short 
distance,  and  then  enters  the  town  by  a  strong  turreted 
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gate.  The  streets  here  are  reniarkabiy  cletm ;  a  drcum- 
staiice  which  strikes  one  the  more  forcibly,  from  the  filthy 
state  of  those  in  Portugal.  Indeed,  there  is  such.a. som- 
bre imposing  air  of  barbarous  magnificence  in  the  whole 
place,  $0  different  from  what  I  have  lately  »een,  that 
I  can  hardly  persuade  myself  tliat  I  am  only  ten  mile» 
from  Almeida. 

D  *  *  *  had  rode  on  before  me,  but  had  nat  beenetiabled 
to  procure  our  billets  in  the  same  house,  as  had  always  been 
the  case  in  Portugal.  He  complained- much  of  the  incivi- 
lity of  his  landlord,  an  old  ov«i^rowa  pri^,  who,  o»  hifi 
entering  the  house,  imiteediately.retii%d,  'audi,  otfloir^d  bis 
housekeeper  to  show  the  Englishman  up  stairs,  to  a 
dreary  attic  room,  in  which  there  was  a. miserable  brazero. 
My  billet  is  likewise  in  the  home  of  a  priest ;  but  as  he 
appiears  inclined  to  be  veiy  dviK  D  *  *  *.  has  preferred  ■ 
spending  the  day  with  me  in  preference  to  remaining  in  his 
own  quarters. 

After  patting  up  my  bors&and  steuring  my  quarters,  I 
lost  no  time  in  walking  round. the  town;  and  shall  bow 
communicate  to  you  my  observations. upon  !wJbat,I,hHve 
just  seen.  '  ■      .,.•.■,     ■.■ ..  '- 

The  stKets  in  general  ane  nbirowi  but  cleaa  and  well 
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paved,  vitbout  any  side  parement.  There  are  two  hand- 
ioDie  squares,  one  of  which  is  close  to  the  cathedral,  and 
is  auiTouiided  by  several  'good-looking  houses,  belon^png 
to  the  clergy ;  the  other,  still  larger,  contains  a  .market- 
house  and  a  variety  of  shops  adjoining. .  The  country  here 
being  fertile  and  abounding  with  game  of  all  kinds,  the 
m£U>ket&  are  well  supplied. 

The  costume  of  tbe  inhabitants  is  singer,  particularly 
those  of  the  lower  class.  It  consists  oi  a  waistcoat,  with 
slashed  ^steeves,  laced  in  front ;.  pantalooas  laced  down  to 
the  ankle,  and  their  coats  are  thrownover  the  whole,  the 
rear  in  front,  so  as  to  resemble  a  short,ck>ak :  their  lieads 
are  covered  with  a  low-crownedhat,  with  a  prodigious  brim, 
somewhat  similar  to  the  London  coal--heaver's ; .  the  oohuir 
of  the  whole,;  even  to  the  stockings,  is  dark  1>rown. 
Strange  to  say,  the  men  here  all  weiu-ku^  sashes  of  tais- 
tan  plaiding^  exactly  like  that  of  the  BighlandBrs  of  Soot- 
land.  I  am  puzzling  to  explain  this  coincidenoe.  Is  it 
not  a  proof  of  their  commonortgin  Iromthe  anbiei»tt  Celts? 
What  do  you-  think?  Mk  my  friend  G*«*,  the;  anti- 
quary. You  cannot  imagine  what  a  ludicrous  appearance 
these  fellows  make  aS'they  strut  aibout.  They  remind  on^ 
more  of  liomed  owls,,  or  banf?am  cocks,  tluii.men. 

The  masonry  of  the  houaes  is  very  good..    They  are  all 
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ebmpoied  o£  a  fine  rich  ocbre-colourad  fnee-stoiXf  which 
looks  Tely  well.  The  cathedral  is  a  bandsQine  buildiug; 
at  least  the  exterior^  £or  I  have  not  been  able  to  procure 
admission  into  it.  .  The  appearance  of  the  butchers' 
market,  which  I  acciiVotaUy  enter^,  disgusted  me  ex- 
ee^ingly,  and  ;you  mayl  CQPceivie  in  vbat  a  semi-barbar-r 
ous  state  this  country  still  is.  The  butcliers  stand  oo  a 
platform  about  six  feet  high,  and,  after  weighing  out  in 
potthd»and  hal£<pounds  their  beef,  which  they  sUsb  out, 
without  discrimdnation,  from  any  part  of  the  carcase, 
chuck  it  down  into  the  baskets, of  their  customers,  who 
stand  below,  and  catch  it  in  its  descent.  The  meat 
itself  hm  all  the  appearance  of  carricHi,  and  the  butchers 
resemble,  most  accurately,  those  figures  .which  Spagno- 
ietti  has.  90  frequently  painted  JB  his  Martyrdoms  of  St. 
Bartholomew,  where  they  are  flaying  the  poor  saint  in  a 
most .  dfeadhil  maanfir.  There  is  aUo  another  Spanish 
painter,  whose  works  are  common  in  England,  of  whom  I 
have  been  often  reminded  in  my  walk  this  morning ;  I  mean 
MUrillio,  -whose  groupes  of  blackguard  boys,  &c.  are  the 
most  petfect  portia&tujce  of  the  young  raice  here.  Indeed* 
if  you  contemfdate  well  the  works  of  these  two  painters, 
you  will  have  no  slight  or  inaccurate  idea  of  .the  inierior 
inhabitants  of  Spaio ;  but,,  for  the  higher  c^ses,  you  must 
consult  Velasquez. 
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LETTER  XXXV. 


ikaBW&L  or  THE  nniBtu  ttBcium't  "cftioMeEs  Ro«Br  and  bopit. 

'^YATB  or  ArrAI«>  Ih  »PAfH.-^BBreAT  W  ■bAKE'S  ARMY  AT 
REimaSA. — DI8APP0INTHENT  OF  THE  BRITISH.^INDIFFBBBNCB  0* 
THE  SPANIARDS. 

Ot^  itodrigo,  ilst  NtnmbiTt  ISOft. 

Ott  arriving  here,  ft  ibuhd  the  fiftieth  ti^m^  iud 
got  the  start  of  us.  They  had  just  come  in  from  Guarda, 
having  taken  a  shorter  route,  and  avoided  patsing'thnagb 
Almeida. 

Colonel  Roche  too,  .And  Cotond  iMpa,  a  Spaniafa  vf- 
ficer,  are  here,  for  the  purpose,  as  I  understand,  of  assist- 
ing tba  troops  on  their  Huitch ;  in  lUMi  dii^r  they  Hre 
aided  by  a  commissary. 

Thtoogh  means  ofwy  lanai*rd,'I  hanre  proeufBdia  sigUt 
af  the  latest  Madrid  iMWspapttii,  laid  fitna  these,  jdiaed 
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with  what  iiiformatioi)  I  have  been  able  to  collect  from 
some  of  our  officers,  I  shall  endeavour  to  make  you  ac- 
quainted with  the  real  aspect  of  afiairs  lu  this  country,  at 
the  present  interesting  moment. 

It  appears  that  General  Dupont,  with  fourteen  thou- 
sand men,  having  been  compelled  by  Generals  Castanos 
and  Reding  to  surrender,  on  the  19th  July,  near  Andujar, 
in  Andalusia.  King  Joseph  found  it  expedient  to  quit 
Madrid  about  the  S7th  or  28th  of  the  same  month,  takmg 
the  road  to  Segovia.  Saragossa  too,  the  capital  of  Arra> 
gon,  after  sustaining  a  very  severe  attack  from  the  French 
army,  bad  compelled  the  enemy  to  retreat,  with  consider- 
able loss.  These  reverses,  it  is  thought,  cost  the  French 
forljy  thousaod  ttien>  In  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 

I'  Thus  heavy  lo$8  had  ipduced  th^r  generals  to  retire  be- 
yond the  E.bro  ;  taking  up  a  concentrated  position  along 
the  left  bank  of  that  river,  and  there  they  had  to  wait  tilt 
^y  received  succoius  pcikks  tlie  Pyrenees. 

It  is  said,  that  till  very  Lately,  their  whole  force  ia 
Spain  did  not  exceed  forty-five  thousand  men.  However, 
on  the  26th  October  last,  they  appear  to  have  found 
tbemselves  once  more  in  a  condition  to  act  ofiensively ; 
and  their  first  operatioo  wfu  the  surrounding  and  taking. 
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prisoners  a  eolumn  of  one  thoiuand  twb  :h1iadxed  Spft^^ 
niards. 

At  that  time  the  Spanish  force  consisted  of  three  armies. 
That  of  Arragon,  commanded  by  Paktfbx  and  Castaoos, 
formed  the  rigbi  ;  the  army  6f  JEistrenladura,  commaitded 
by  Cuerta,  composed  the  centre ;  While  Gaieial  Slake,  at 
the  head  of  the  combined  arinie*  of  GaUicia  and  AstuHa, 
and  reinforced  by  the  MMquia  de  la  Eootana's  troops*, 
from  the  Baltic,  advanced  towards  Bilbo»,:m<l  formed  the, 
left  wing. 

'  The <ii«t'giand'apenitii>n.'6ftbe  ^Krtwtb.^eisnW!  tobdViS 
been  directed  against  Blakiti;  .and  die' ;Madrid  papers 
which  I  have  this  day.«»eln,.<»iita«  anaccoont  of  his^n- 
tjre"  defeat,  after-  a  seribs  oi  actions,;  fhWt  comniepsed  on; 
fhe  31st,  near  SotMiosli.  Hei»  he.MWeiyad^a  »ev«|e  ifheck, 
Shd  retired,  first  to  Vsitmasrfa,  aBdiafteifl»fu-fl«  to,  Espi-, 
nosa  de  los  Monte»-«s.. •  At  the .villageiof  .ValBWfd*  aii| 
aabtidri  Wok  pl«u»'OB  the;  Sth,  wJditJi.iwiMitttewlHifil^bA 
partial  degree  ojisuccewtdtha  Spanish  »i:n»)fjlbut.lM«¥>gi 
Been  again  attacked  by  *be  Etosdi,; bp  the:  IQth fturf  t  Ubl ' 
at  Espinosa,  theif  leftawioff  gBsie,A>ajiy»bd<tfce,J?i«n(>hgi)t, 
■-"■.'  •  "■  ■  "  '■'■  '•■■'•  ■"'  I  ■■"•■' ■'■■i<  -■•:    ■<■    ■>  iL..;i 

*  Romana's  troops  atnoAoUng  to  eight  thoniand  six  huidnd  and  KTent  j- 
«ie.  ■■■■■■-  -:-  ■:•■>   !■■    .'V    ,'   ,.,.,1,, 

■  b2 
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possession  of  b' height  eomiliaiiding  the  road  by  \phicb 
Blake  was  obliged  to  defile :  the  Spanish  army  was  in  con- 
sequence entirely  defeated. 

Blak«,  In  his:  dispatch^  to  the  Central  Junta,  cstoU 
the'biavcny  cmd'fbrtitudQibf!  histtoap^;  vho.  seem  to  liav« 
been  ih  a Inlost: deplorable  state;  adcdrdii^  to  his  account,. 
having  ndither.olotfa^si.ner  fboid,  Uieyirere',  for  the  last 
ffvcidays,  con8tafiStlyihaitassedj>by^an'en6niy,  superior  botlv 
itfiliecipl**ei«tfd.ll«ml>ei«;"."''!  '      . ./:      •■■ 

You  will  judge  from  the  foregoing  sketch  what  is  likely 
tO'  be  theisitcisilianidf  tbeiSritish  araiy  at,  3»l!tniaqca. 
Indited,  We  arei'^lltheMKire;dua]ipoiBted  and  morticed,  a^ 
wehadpenBittedoUrtelTOstobeibBoyed  up  by  the  fl»tt»n 
iltg  and  exaggei<ate<]' aeooiints  tfaall  neached  us  on  awe 
loiile  to  this  place."  ^Wheii  we  get  to  Satettanca,  we  m^y 
possibly  fiiid  things  not  quite,  so  sombre  as  they  are  de- 
pict*! here.  What^mnoys  IM  iBOstisthe  trngfiojii  ;fj)i, 
sldind  iMder  •ith  which  these  paqpla>segM.t9  r«g%)^  u^ 
iit'^iaiisiDg  along  their  streets.  ;  lean  ^MdlyiMp  thiukii^ 
thait'I  i«tid  Itfltbcit  physknga'am^  s^imptta  tM;  do  j^qt; 
ekttfiyooirdt^hd'witii fwhat ^eiwere.inpJitied  to exp^t^ 
from  them.  _By  the  way,  I  must  not  omit  to  inform  you, 
that  somethii^g  like  a  commotion  had  almost  taken  place 
in  this  town,  in  consequence  of  our  soldiers  having  re- 
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quested  a  little  salt  from  the  people  on  whom  they  were 
billeted.  I  dare  say  you  will  feel  some  difficulty  in  giving 
credit  to  this  fact,  which  is,  however,  a  real  one. 

Sir  John  Moore  passed  through  this  place  on  the  12th 
instant.    Adieu.  '  ^ 


.)    i.;....    ■,,    ^.,-H 
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LETTER  XXXVI. 


ROAD  FROM  CyiDAD  RVDRIGO   TO   SALiMANCA.^LI MB- STONE   MOVtt' 

TAINB. — TILLAGE  OP   ESVIRITU  8ANT0.— ST.  MARTIn'S    DEL    RIO. 

BOBEDA  DE  CASTRO. TILLAGE  OF   9IETTE    CARRBROS.— A  LEONEIS 

farmer's  fire-side. — SPANISH  HOSFITALITY. 

Salammeat  24lA  NMcmhar,  ISOS. 

Since  I  last  wrote  to  you,  we  have  had  severe  frosty- 
weather,  attended  with  very  dense  fogs ;  under  the  cover 
of  which  we  left  Cuidad  Rodrjgo  on  the  morning  of  the 
31st.  Two  miles  from  the  gates  of  that  town  we  entered  a 
steep  and  rugged  defile,  which  conducted  us  along  the 
course  of  a  torrent  to  the  top  of  a  high  lime-stone  moun- 
tain, from  whence  the  road,  by  a  gradual  descent^  led  us 
to  a  village  called  Espiritu  Santo.  From  thence  our 
route  lay  through  a  dreary  barren  country ;  but,  per- 
haps, the  state  of  the  atmosphere  induced  us  to  form  that 
conclusion.  On  reaching  St.  Martin's  del  Rio,  we  found 
every  house  occupied  by  the  fiftieth  regiment,  which  had 
lately  arrived.    We,  therefore,  proceeded  to  Bobeda  de 


y  Google 


CAMPAIGN    IN    SPAIN.  315 

Castro.  Towards  the  latter  part  6f  this  day's  journey  ve 
rode  through  extensive  woods  of  the  evergreen  oak,  in 
which  we  met  several  lai^e  herds  of  swine.  The  mode 
adopted  here  of  feeding  these  animals  is  singular.  A  pea- 
■sant,  armed  with  a  very  long  slender  Bail,  made  of  light 
wood,  marches  at  the  head  of  this  blftck  squadron,  and 
acts  the  part  of  a  jackall,  by  beating  from  the  boughs  of 
the  oaks  their  mast,  which  drops  in  great  abundance  upon 
the  ravenous  group  beneath..  Th^e  testify  their  delight 
by  forming  a  most  .sonorous  chorus  of  grunting,  accom- 
panied by  a  rapid  flourish  of  their  slender  appendages  be- 
hind. Having  exhausted  the  first  tree,  the  peasant  at- 
tacks others  in  succession,  the  swioish  multitude  following 
in  a  thick  column,  and  throwing  up  a  dense  body  of  dust.. 

.  Owing  to  the  illness  of  one  of  my  horses,  I  was  pre- 
vented from  leaving  Bobeda  de  Castro,  a  miserable  vil- 
lage, before  the  morning  of  yesterday,  which,  like  tlie  pre- 
ceding day,  proved  remarkably  cold,  attended  with  a 
thick  mist.  I  then  proceeded  some  miles,  and  was  again 
obhg/^d  to  halt  at  a  village  called  Siete  Carreros,  where  I 
refrained  all  night.  I  had  great  difficulty  in  procuring 
admission  into  any  of  their  houses,  owing,  as  I  afterwards 
discovered,  to  the  men  being  employed  at  some  distance 
from  this  place  in  erecting  a  new  bridge.  However,  by  the- 
mediation   of  my  Swiss  servant,  whp  speaks  Spanish 
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fluently*  I  was  at  length  admitted  into  a  cottage,  where  1 
found  a  gbod  fire,  and  procured  some  eggs  and  wine.  At 
night  the  owner  of  the  dwelling  returned,  and  expressed 
great  regret  that  he  could  not  accommodate  me  with  a 
bed.  However  he  siuiceeded  in  getting  one  for  me  in  an 
adjoining  house,  belonging  to  the  principal  inhabitant 
Of  the  village,  trhich  afiforded  me  an  op^ovturtity  of  wit- 
oesfing  Oinov^l',  and,  tome,  an  interesting  sight,  the  inte- 
rior of  a  Spanish  manstonj  nearly,  I  suppose,  in  the  same 
state  as  it  might  have  existed  in  the  beginning  of  the  17tb 
eeritoiy.  The  whole  family,  consisting  of  eight  persons, 
wCite  hntHted  in  the  ancient  Spanish  costume ;  and  every 
article  of  furnwtruTe  accoi^ed  in  fashion  and  antiquity  witii 
the  appearance  ^nd  manners  Of  the  pi^oprietors. 

Ab  I  contemplated  the  group  surrounding  tliesupf)er- 
tatle,  I  thought  what  a  fine  subject  it  would  have  afforded 
for  the  pencil  of  an  artist. 

The  major  domo  was  a  t^l,  handsdme,  tlark  man  ;  his 
wife  a  comely  jolly  bronette.  Three  fihe  children,  a  brace 
<rf greyhounds,  and  yoiir  humble  servant,  sfeited  opjKwite 
to  lh6  lively  hostess,  and  endciavouring  to  conceal  the  ^dis^ 
gust  h^  felt  at  the  sautog^s  swimmittg  in  oil  and  garlick, 
Wbk^h  She  heftpeA  on  his  pfett,  while'  sliteprts^eil  him-un-^ 
ceasingty  to  e«*.    In  the  back  ^roiiiha  tKekJoiAertids  were 
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amusing  themselves  in  calculating  the  immense  value  of 
the  hilt  of  my  sword,  the  tassels  of  my  hat,  the  epaulets 
and  buttons  of  my  coat,  all  of  which  they  believed  to  be 
pure  and  solid  gold.  In  short,  I  was  viewed  with  unre- 
mitting wonder  and' delight ;  wl^le,  on  the  other  hand,  I 
felt  as  much  amused  at  this  picturesque  asjiect  of  human 
nature,  amid  the  wilds  of  I<eoQ^ 

' '  After  supper  I  was  conducted  to  a  chamber,  where  I 
found  a  clean  apd  most  comfortable  bed ;  and  at  an  early 
hour  this  morning  I  rose,  aad,  taking-leave  of  my  enter- 
tainers, who  seemed  much  gratified  by  the  present  of  an 
Indian  silk  handkerchief,  which  appeared  to  have  particu- 
larly hit  the  iancy  of  the  &ir  Spaniard ;  and,  returning 
them  many  tiianks  for  their  hospitality,  mounted  my  bofse, 
and  proceeded  through  CaUada  to.  ibis  place.  .     , 

.  Sir  John  Moore  arrived  here  on  tlid.l3th;  and  next 
day  tiie  leading  r^ments  came  in.fnnn  Abanda.  The 
troops  are  all  now  at  Salamanca,  exeept  the  first  bat*> 
talion  of  the  thirty-seccmd,  which,  as  I  mentioned  to  ydu 
beibie,.  iraa  left  behind  at  Castel  Bianco,  to  bnng  on  the 
hexvy  stores  from  the  neighbouxbood  of  ViUa  Velba. 


y  Google 


fit  elHTAraN   IK  WMS. 


LETTER  XXXVII. 

OISMU  STATE  OF  THINGS  IN  BPA1N.'.*1>£»EAT  OT  «DSnft'iY  SVkOOS. 

FRENCH  CATALBY    ENTER  TALLADOLID. APPRBBEHSIONB  FOB  THE 

SAFETY  OF  OENEHAL  BOFS's  DlTJS10H.-T>AFATBr  OF  THE  FEOFLB  OF 
BAI.AHANCA.-.-DEFEAT  OF  CASTAN08  AND  PALAFOX  AT  TUD^LA. — 
81MN1ARDS  'trnPEEFABED  FOE  A  CHANfiE  IN  THEIB  AtTAnfB.' — COlilfT 

■  VLOnntA  UaMOA.*— i>««  ttoHIS  if«UJA,«-«XCtiaiUaiT  «*MMKIt 
OF  THE  BBIXIBH  ABMT. 

.  Sahriuoicat  S6f A  ^oKifibcir,  i808. 

Tttt  iMMgietabletiews  whidh  finttekebed  tte  Bt  Caidad 
Kodrigo,  bu  beet,  I  am  aaayAa  «.y,  taSK  tUBn  ioo^ 
finned  by  what  I  bave  heaid  since  my  arrival  here.  The 
Frenoh  have  Ctrtainly  reoeived  vof  pOTretiiil  letnferce- 
nents,  fro«Bay«iint,*bd  are  carrying  eveiy  ttdng  hetart 
tfaetn.  Tbfiy  have  not  only  diUftteet  the  troops  under 
Geneitil  Vtake  at  E^^iuosa,  but  IwM^npletely^elixiteA 
tiM  anny  of  £Ai«inaduta>  under  ttw  coomaad  «f  GenenA 
Cuesta>  ceoMsting  of  Hmtteda  tbonMnd  vkr.  Tfaislast 
battle  happened  on  the  10th  instant,  at  Burgos. 

An  immediate  retreat  back  to  the  frontiers  of  Portugal, 
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is  already  talked  of  here ;  and  I  undentand  that  onken 
have  been  sent  to  Sir  Dlavid  Baird  to  (ai&  back  upoo  Co*- 
runna  ;  while  the  heavy  stores  are  not  to  proceed  £irther 
than  Almeida,  or  Cuidad  RodrigOF. 

The  French  army  is  lepieaeDted  to  be  papticitlaiiy  strong 
ia  caviUry.  A  reconnoitring  party  of  twelve  hundred  men, 
entered  Valladolid,  and  levied  a  contribution^  a  few  days 
ago.  This  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  because  the  country 
hereabouts  is  so  very  flat  and  open,  that  ve  shall  be  unable 
to  withstand  that  species  of  force ;  and  most  unfortunately 
for  us  too,,  the  whole  of  the  cavalry  which  left  Lisbon, 
except  one  or  two  troops,  went  with  Greneral  Hope  by  the 
way  of  BadaJQS.  Hence  you  may  have  some  feint  idea  of 
the  very  awkward  predicament  in  which  Sir  John  Moore 
finds  himtclf  at  thi9  laoattnt. 

I  have  hil^ierto  been^  as  :yoa  -wM  knQW,  MAQ^t  (be 
most  sMTgoiae  in  the.  S^mnBh  ovMe,;  twt  smo^  v»y  arrival 
here,  I  have  witntaswV, to-roufch  la^iawsNt  apathy. (Hid  i^ 
AUfeience,  that.  I  faegoitQ  &d  th«  laoat  serious  ^ppFdhQA'^ 
slonsofdw'iCKilt.  .Indeed  I  canMtbolpt«ttim^»a^ii^ 
my&cMifi~aai4eallyiat)faemid«fc0f  Spain-  The  boii;^  I 
see  mufBed  up  in  long  cloaks,  sauntering  here  in  listlosa 
indolence  under  the  piazzas,  are  so  very  different  from  that 
b6ta:faM;pg|6i^laedtpi)Bi->wljiie)fciiiy  beftUdjmBfflPJtf^poi'aa 
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been  contemplating,  that  1  wish  rather  to  believe  mjrself 
iu  the  midst  of  a  Spanish  city  in  Faca^ajr  or  Peru. 

These  sentiments  I  partake  in  common  vilh  a  great 
majority  of  this  army  ;  at  the  same  time  1  feel  it  wrong  to 
gave  way  to  first  impressions,  which  indeed  are  now  too 
late  to  be  indulged  in ;  besides  it  ought  to  be  considered* 
that— 


Adretsis  etenim  fcaofi  noa  mm  viror uiBj 

Qui  Martem  inscribaDt  genti,  non  posse  dotoree 

Condere,  ct  ex  pcena  solatia  poscere  loctus. 

SiLiuB  Italicds,  Lib.  10. 


iOtk  Novaaber, 

I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  s^,  that  the  gloomy 
prospects  stated  in  the  first  part  of  this  letter  are  now  al- 
tered for  the  better;  but,  alas !  the  Acts  are  quite  the  re- 
verse. Letters  arrived  here  yesterdiy  fiom  UMf<<i>  »*•*- 
ing  that,  after  a  bloody  and  seme  action  in  thd  Ji^gb- 
bourhood  of  Tudela,  the  French  sucooeflod  in.'  routing  the 
remaining  division  of  the  Spanish  line,,  coa^twtd  of  th$ 
armies  of  Arragon  and  Valnuaa,  under  CaatMoe  aw^.FAr. 


We  are  stiH  withoot  «Mn>byy  tofrntlfibatiy  ig)f>rm%»i 
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the  real  force  or  movements  of  the  enemy ;  and  serious 
apprehensions  begin  tobe  entertained  lest  the  French  should 
intercept  the  division  under  Lieutenant-General  Hope,  the 
head  of  which>  I  have  just  heard,  was  at  the  Escurial  on 
the  21st  instant.  As  the  whole  of  our  artillery,  excepting 
one  brigade,  accompMiies  that  division,  should  any  acci- 
dent happen  to  it,  we  shall  be  in  a  dreadful  dilemma. 

Many  officers  indeed  think,    that  General  Moore  has 
not  displayed  the  greatest  circumspection,  in  thus  sepa- 
rating his  guns  from  the  main  body  of  his  army.     It  is 
certainly  true  that  they  could  not  have  been  brought  oti 
by  the  same  road  which  we  came ;  but  it  is  alleged,  that 
General  Hope's   divi^on    ought    to    ha\ 
stronger.     In  fact,  this  sudden  change  of; 
seems  never  to  have  been  at  all  calculate 
by  the  Spaniards  or  the  British  General, 
march  was  arranged,  it  appears,  under  the  : 
tb^  Spanish  armies  would  have  held  togetli 
the  anioh  of  General  Baird's  and  General  1 
with  the  cientre,  under  General  Moore. 

Orders  have  certainly  been  forwarded  to  Sir  David 
Baird  to  foil  back  on  Corunna,  while  we  are  to  wait  here 
for  General  Hope's  division,  and  then  to  retreat  towards 
Portiigal. 


yGooglc 


222  CAMPAIGN    IN    SPAIN. 

I  still  entertain  hopes  that  such  a  step  will  not  be  ne- 
cessary, and  tliat  Sir  John  may  be  enabled  to  maintain 
himself  here,  as  our  retreat  would  assuredly  tend  to 
increase  the  despair  which  the  Spaniards  seem  inclined  to 
entertain  of  the  issue  of  their  cause.  One  circumstance 
which  still  augurs  well  on  tlieir  part,  they  do  not  appear 
to  be  at  all  afraid  of  publishing  their  misfortunes ;  and  as 
long  as  that  candor  continues,  I  think  there  is  little  fear 
of  the-general  spirit  of  the  country. 

W-e  learn,  &om  the  Madrid  Crazettes,  that  the  veneraUe 
Count  Florida  Blancai  iis  appointed  president  of  the  Cen- 
tral Junta,  which  ii  now  assembled  at  AianjueE ;  and  that 
I>on  Thomas  Morla,  who  distinguisfaed  himself  so  much 
in  tiie  fntriotic  cause  at  Cadiz,  has  been  appointed  Minis- 
terof  War^.and  entrusted  with  the  defence  of  the  capital. 
On  our  march  hither,  general  orders  were  issued,  stricUy 
be  greatest  respeet  for  thereligbus  and  local 
if  the  inhabitants,  which  have  been  well  attended 
coops..  In  consequence,  ike  greatest  haixDony 
prevails  between  our  countrymen  and  the  Spa-* 
2  have  all  mounted  the  patriotic  cockade,  which 
is  oon^ftosed  of  lied  doth,  stamped  with  the  initials  of  Fim 
Saraando  Stttiau.  I  will  enckise  ODefoiryQU  in  this  letter. 

Every  Spaniard,  down  to  the  poorest  muleteer^,  bears 
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this  badge ;  and  indeed  this  seems  to  be  nearly  the  extent 
of  their  patriotism  at  Salamanca,  at  least  as  £ir  as  we  have 
hitherto  been  able  to  discover.  In  other  respects,  you 
would  imagine  the  country  was  in  a  state  of  profound 
peace ;  no  energy,  no  bustle,  no  alacrity,  every  thing 
"  dead,  fiat,  stale,  and  unprofitable !" 
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LETTER  XXXVIII. 

DESCHIVTIOH  OT   UUHANCA— ITS  HAGHIFICBNT  BItfDGG  FAHTLY  RO- 

MAM— OEAHD  APPEABANCB.— THE  KITBH  TORHBS. PASTURAGE  OF 

TALDI09. — GOADARBANA    HOVNTAINS. — ROHAN   TOWER. — A    ROB- 

BBR's  IKULL. — CATHEDRAL. CI-DEVANT  COLLEGB  OF  THE  JESUITS. 

PLAU    MAYOB PLABA  DB  TERDDRA. — SPANISH  XANTIPPE8.— PIC- 

TDRU  IN  THB  CATHEDEAI..-^BALOOSr  OF  THE  CLERGY.— PA IMT- 
IHQB  BY  B AT CAUZ.— IRISH  COLtEGB.— CLOISTER  OF  THB  BARE- 
FOOTED CABHELITES. — HVNHERY  OF  ST.  VRSULA.— ^HE  NUN  OP 
OVAKDA. 

Stdammeat  SOth  Nov.  1806. 

This  city,  so  &miliar  to  us  all  by  Le  Sage's  inimitable 
romance  (Gil  Bias],  is  situated  along  three  small  sand-stone 
bills,  in  a  nook  formed  by  the  river  Tormes,  which,  after 
a  course  of  a  few  leagues,  falls  into  the  Douro.  Over  the 
river  is  a  very  handsome  bridge  of  twenty-five  arches, 
twelve  of  which  are  of  Roman  architecture,  the  remainder, 
were  added  during  the  reign  of  Philip  the  Third,  in  the 
conunencement  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

The  appearance  of  Salamanca,  at  the  distance  of  a  few 
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miles  OD  the  road  to  Cuidad  Rodrigo,  is  very,  imposing. 
Its  lofty  beU-towers  and  cupolas,  the  grand  Gothic  cathe- 
dral, numerous  convents,  and  the  beautiful  bridge,  be- 
neath which  glides  the  waving  TorraeSi  form  a  landscape 
.of  the  first  order. 

The  copntiy,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  is  au  es- 
tensive  common  called  Valdios,  covered  with  numeirous 
flocks  of  sheep,  destined  for  the  supply  of  the  metropolis  : 
that  on  the  right  is  laid  out  in  corn-fields.  In  the  distance 
are  some  branches  of  the  Guadarama  mountains,  whose 
snowy  beads  now  glitter  in  the  vapoury  sun-beams  and  close 
in  the  southern  horizon.  The  scenery  would  indeed  be 
complete,  but  for  the  entire  want  of  trees  in  the  surround- 
ing plain.  Nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  bridge  is  a  square 
tower,  with  a  gateway,  which  formerly  cootuned  a 
portcullis.  The  skull  of  a  robber^  inclosed  in  an  iron 
punk,  is  now  the  only  object  appertaining  to  it,  which  at- 
tracts attention. 

Having  crossed  the  bridge,  the  road  conducts  under  an 
old  Jiomon  arch,  by  rather  a  steep  aspent,  into  an  jn^ 
tricate  nwse  of  dirty  narrow  streets,  the  principal  of  which 
peases  by  tbe  great  gate  of  the  catliedral,  a  pile  of  modem 
Gothic,  covered  with  sculpture  in  a  barbarous  taste ; 
near  which  is  an  immense  mass  of  building,  formerly  be- 
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longing  to  that(Jl-powerf«l  order  the  Jesaits.  Since  their 
snppression,  it  has  been  appropriftted  to  the  use  of  a  bo<fjr 
of  regular  canons,  under  the  name  of  the  chorch  of  St. 
Mark.  Turning  to  the  right  by  a  narrow  lane,  you  ttrrire 
at  a  handsome  modern  square,  surrounded  with  lofty  well- 
built  houses,  supported  on  a  piazza,  the  gay  Mall  of  Sa- 
lamanca. Adjoining  to  this  is  another' square,  in  whicfa  is 
beW  the  market  for  TegelaHes. 

The  windows  of  my  lodging  command  a  view  of  this 
placej  and  as  I  contemplate  tlie  busy  scene  of  petty  traffic, 
it  gives  me  some  idea  of  the  habits  and  character  of  the 
inhabitants.  I  observe  that  the  women  of  the  lower  classes 
are  irascible  to  a  degree.  There  is  generally  a  pitched 
bftttSe  amongst  them  «ght  or  ten  times  a-day :  tlieir 
tongues  are  the  grand  weapons  of  attack,  and  as  weH  as  I 
can  judge,  from  the  excessive  rapidity  of  ftieirrocilfera* 
tioiT,  the  language  they  use  is  not  much  inferforto  that  of 
the  &ir  inhabitants  of  Billingsgate. 

It  would  reqnire,  I  do  not  doubt,  a  topogMpher,'  as 
industrious  and  inde&tigaWe  as  Pennaut  or  LysoM,  io 
enumerate  all  the  public  buildmgs  of  this  celebwrted  oni* 
Tersity ;  but  as  I  have  neither  thne  aof  intBnatiiWi'  infli  i 
•ifentfof  such  an  undertaking,  you  nru*  be  eonMnted 
with   knowing   the  few  particulars,  whiich  haw  aeci- 
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,lj»T«  kev»  hsfe. 

: ,  Th«  fint  ot>j«ot.  u  t^vteiiy  the  catlMdi-al.  It  is  nud  U 
bav«  Imw  biHilt  in  the  reign  of  Ctarlas  the  First  of  Siwn, 
diuriog  the  age  of  Vftfe  Leo  ttM  Tenth.  Tfae  interior  i« 
mucb  adviiied,  on  »cci»«at  «f  t^  height  of  its  pv/s ;  hut 
it  viU  net  bear  v^ty  stript  «fitiww,  w  at  tlwt  titm 
JSothis  wchitocturewas  «n  tbe4e<:h««.  It  eo#t»io»  so 
vetal  good  pictures/  fwti«u)jw'ly  »  t^ng  down  6nn>  th« 
etset,  by  TitiEU),  a«ij  two  pictnne*  by  lUpiigH^letti :  but 
«o  <fr«id  aie  tbepwtste  ttitt  wg  b{|reU«s  should  &tU  ia  Iftve 
Tithanj  of  these  HKcinens  ofant,  tb»tJ  bare  hitherto 
6>u»d  it  altogettver  inftpossibU  tfig^  «  batter  vi«w,  tiiivi 
vb«t  is  to  b«  obtained  by  l>e«p)ag  throHgb  the  closely 
grated  doors  of  the  side  ctmwis  lin  irjiicb  they  we  en- 
closed. This  Gothic  cathedral  contains  a  cupola  of  the 
Jfrnic  otder^  wb^cl^  ■although  quite  coutjary  to  all  rules 
of  art.  b^s  :pefverthe|esf  a  yeiy  ^aud  electa  as  viewed  front 
tbo  centre  pf  the  aisle.  The  oij^  too  should  not  b4 
passed  l^.unnotioed :  it  .is  a  nsry  £ne  one.  In  this  c^ 
tbedraJane  stall*  for  twaipty-eiiL  .tfwww,  who  bete  herd 
thick,  »n4  fere  well-    . 

Tbe  Jesu«^\CU>lll^.i:«»taiasf  seriefnf jiictnrei^  )>r«. 
pujuU  of.B^pbwl.MwaP*' <>mM  Sai«awF<  Xlie;a«))3j««ijSj 
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are  taken  from  the  kgeadary  life  of  Ignatius  Loyola^  the 
founder  of  that  order.  One  or  two  of  these  are  pretty, 
particularly  one,  where  the  Saint  is  restoring  a  sick  man  to 
health.  This  College  is  a  very  extensive  buildfng,  as  you 
may  Judge,  when  I  tetl  you  that,  during  a  former  war,  it 
afiforded  quarters  to  six  thousand  French,  going  to  join 
the  army  in  Portugal.  At  present,  one  of  our  re^ments, 
the  thirty-eighth,  is  quartered  in  tlie  basement  story.  In 
another  part  of  the  building  were  lodged  twenty-six  or 
seven  lads,  from  the  west  of  Ireland,  who  came  here  to 
qualify  themselves  for  the  cure  of  Catholic  souls.  They 
formerly  resided  at  Seville  and  St.  Jago,  but  the  late  King 
had  the  establishment  removed  to  Salamanca,  in  1778. 
At  this  present  moment  there  are  not  above  fifteen  of  these 
students,  the  rest  having  been  dispersed  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  content. 

In  the  monastery  of  the  bare>footed  Carmelites  is  a 
cloister,  containing  a  series  of  pictures,  painted  in  fresco. 
I  was  advised  to  visit  them,  but  I  wish  I  had  not,  as  they 
are  the  most  horrible  subjects  I  ever  beheld.  The  tnhu* 
man  barbarities  practised  by  the  Moors  upon  the  un- 
fortunate Christians  who  fell  into  their  hands,  are  depicted 
with  a  Gothic  fidelity,  which  is  dreadful.  Neither  age  not 
sex  were  then  spared.  These  pictures  afford  the  strongest 
instancel  havecTerseenpftbetnitbof  Horace^»sentiment> 


y  Google 


OAMFAIOK  In  spair.-  339 

-    Uegmiut  ifrkaBt  aalnoi  dMbn  peraonv 
Qiiam  tjfim  aont  (kuIU  subjecU  fidelibax. 

Af  artyrdoms  and  massacres  are  assuredly  the  worst  possible 
subjects  for  the  pencil ;  but  the  bare-fuot«d  Carmelites 
hare,  no  doubt,  fouad  their  account  in  exhibiting  these  to  • 
the  gaping  ignomnt  vulgar. 

I  accompanied  a  friend  the  other  day,  to  visit  a  convenf 
of  nuns  in  this  city.    Their  patroness  is»  I  believe,  St. 
Ursula*  or  St.  Agatha,  I  am  not  certain  which ;  but  as  it 
is  of  no  material  consequence,  you  will  forgive  my  want  of 
memory.   Never  having  seen  any  of  St.  Ursula^s  nunneries 
before,  I  fiad  been  prepared  for  beholding  some  of  those  fine 
expressive  countenances,  sucH  as  Giiercino,    Guido,-  andi 
other  Italian  painters,  nave  often  depicted  ;  bui,  likemany, 
other  of  those  impressions  which  we  imbibe  from  painting , 
and  poetry,  my  vision  proved  delusive  and  incorrect:  Con- 
ceive then  my  disappomtmenit,  when,  on:  enteriiig  the  con-  - 
vent,  I  beheld,  ten  oc- twelve  decrepid'otd  women,  wrapt 
up  in  woollen  dresses,  witli  asU^tle  of  any.  thing  like  feel- 
ing or  sentiment  ia  the  lines  ^  their  wrinkled  countenances  • 
as  in  any  of  those  creatures  whoot.Ddnner^  Rembrandt; 
or  Gerard  Dow  haveso  often  painted,. and  which,  in.  de- 
fiance of  alf  just'taste,  aire  bought  u|>at'such  enormous 
prices  in  our  lo'niloh  auctions.  '  Biit'to  return  to  St.  Ur- 
«uUi:  Thrice  a  we^  the^  old  lidies,  at  three  o'clock;. 
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throw  open  the  iota  of  tiMir  parlour,  to  Mcww  tlie  after- 
noon visits  of  their  friends,  and  hear  from  them  all  the 
scandal  »nd  little  chit-chat  of  Salamanca.,  , 

The  old  ladies  asked  my  friencl  a  thousand  questions 
respecting  the  progress  of  the  war.  The  arrival  of  a 
sisterhood  from  the  city  of  Toro,  only  a  few  miles  distant, 
ivho  had  Bed  at  the  apprpach  of  the.  French,  had  giyen 
thpm  coosidorable  alarm,  which  we  endeavoured  to  allay. 
They  toJd  us  that,  after  taking  the  veil,  no  one  of  tlieif 
order  ever  stirred  beyond  the  fatal  threshold,  and  that 
no  man,  excepting  their  ghostly  confessor,  was  per- 
mitted tp  approach  the  hallowed  rece^p, 9f  their 
convent.  After  somejfurther  conversation  we  left  them, 
having  .first  visited  their  chapel, "which,  though  small,  is 
very  handsoii(e,  and  divided  iathe  centre  by  a  largegrating. 

-      0   ■:■-:    ■■:■■  ■  .:  :      ;■■.■■  .'■'.}  ':   ■:■■.  •  :    '  \i   rA  .■■         ' 

This,  is  the  only  convent  whic^l  1  have  seen  in  the  Pe- 
ninsula ;  but  if  I  may  credit  som?  officers,  who  have  vi- 
sited those  of  Portugal,  the  nuns  there  afe  less  ceremo- 
nious  in  leceiving  the  visits  pf  strajigefs. 

AtGuarda,.  jin  o^cfr  of  my  acquaintance  was  ai;ci- 
dentally  walking  amoqg  the^'uim  of^a  jcjfty  tpwer  which 
overhangs  the  town,  when  he  remarked  the  summit  of  a 
singular  looking  cujttla.  .While  te  was  .regarding  jt,  and 
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wondering  in  his  own  mind  for  what  purpose  it  was  in- 
tended, whether  as  an  observatory  or  the  gallery  of  a 
church,  a  young  woman,  extremely  handsome,  habited  as 
a  nun,  appeared  at  a  grated  window. 

Having  a  little  knowledge  of  Portuguese,  ray  friend 
accosted  her.  A  few  compliments  passed  on  the  beauty 
of  her  complexion,  and  the  sparkling  brtlliaucy  of  bee 
eyes ;  and  at  leagth  he  expneaaed  bis  rograb  tbat  a 
being  so  gifted  ahd  foritoed  to  adorn  and  delig^  So- 
ciety, should  be  thus  immured.  She  smiled,  and  told 
bim  that  it  was  npt  quite  a»  be  ioagiaed,  atnl  if  he 
was  deskoQS  of  iiHpfoving  ad  aMjuatntenoe,  thus  for- 
tuitously commenced,  she  would  admit  him  tliat  night 
between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  one.  He  was  punctual 
to  -  (ha  apfraxntiilAife.  Afk^  waiting  some  time,  a  small 
wicket  near  the  door  was  opened,  and  the  nun  re- 
<iue3ttti  be  would  ftftum  igain  the  next  night  at  the  same 
Hour,  as  sbd  had  nU  that  everting  been  able  to  sfecufe  th^ 
keys.  TlWtollowittg  night,  at  the  hour  appointed,  lie  re- 
turned, and  was  admitted  by  the  MV^ly  vestal  Within 
the  holy  portals.  Early  the  next  morning  he  left  her, 
regr^itiifg  that  so  chaniiing,  sO' aiduiiiag  &  fem&fe,  shoifld. 
b^  en<;loserf  Witliis  the  |>ftecihCts  6f  ft  cOrivent. 
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LETTER  XXXIX. 


eOLOmSL  ORAHAH  AftSlTU  FROM  OERERiL  CA3TAN0S  •  HEAD*^UAR- 
TRRS.-i-COIinRHB  TRB  IMTSLLICRMCB  OR  TBB  RATTLE  OP  TUDBLA. 
PRORARLB  PROGRESS   OP   RORAPARTB. — ^AR    V    OF  RESKRVE  UNDER 

ST.  JtlAN  POSTED  AT  SOMOSIBRR*. PANIC  AND    013TRVBT  EVINCED 

BT  TBE  INHABITANTS  OP  HADRID.^DOH  THOMAS  MORLA  E>«DEA- 
TOORS  TO  ALLAY  TBE  FERMENT. — DISAGRREABLE  SITUATION  OP  A 
BRITISB  OFPIOER.--40RRIETr  AND  GOOD  CONDUCT  O.p  TBE  GARRl  - 
SON. — PAMPHLET  Op  DON  PRDRO  CETALLOS, 


SMwunoi,  M  Dccmier,  1806. 

We  sUU  are  much  in  the  same  state  as  when  I  last, 
wrote.  The  safety  of  General  Hope's  division  remains  an 
object  of  much  anxiety,  as  we  only  wait  for  bis  joiniiig  us 
to  retire  upon  Portugal. 

I  have  heard  that  a  British  field-olHcer,  Colonel  Gra- 
ham, of  the  ninetieth,  arrived  two  days  a^o  6om  the  bead- 
quarters  of  General  Castanos.  He  is  said  to  have  been 
present  at  the  action  of  Tudela,  which,  according  to  every 
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account,  was  a  most  decisive  defeat  for  the  poor  Spaniards, 
who  scampered  off  in  all  directions. 

Of  the  operations  of  the  French  army  subsequent  to 
that  victory,  we  are  still  completely  ignorant ;  but  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  Bonaparte,  acting  on  his  usual 
system,  will  not  lose  a  moment  in  following  up  the  ad- 
vantage he  has  gained.  We  are,  therefore,  in  hourly  ex- 
pectation of  hearing  that  he  has  reached  Madrid.  There 
is,  indeed,  no  force  to  oppose,  him  ^ectually  in  his  ^>- 
proacb,  except  a  small  array  of  reserve,  formed  of  the 
wreck  of  Cuesta's  troops,  of  which  a  General  St.  Juan  has 
the  chief  command .  It  is  posted  in .  a  strong  pass,  £/ 
Puerto  de  Somosierra,  amid  the  Guadarama  mountains  ;* 
and  if  some  Madrid  papers,  which  I  have  seen,  could  be 
relied  on,  St.  Juan  will  oppose  a  considerable  resistance  to 
the  progress  of  tlie  French. 

From  these  papers,  however,  it  appears,  that  a  great  de- 
gree of  panic, ;  attended  with  a  ^lemonstration  of  popular 


*  El  Puerto  de  Somosierra,  or  Ibe  pui  of  ibe  mouD(ain  (op.  This  pass 
divides  Old  and  F<ew'C&s(iIe.'  On  the  otlier  aide,  close  to  (he  summit,  is  a 
DVserablp  vf|lii|^,  calked  alw  Somomcra.  Here,  during  oine  moalhs -ia 
thejeir,  a  Siberian,  winter  prevails.  The  load  that  leads  to  Somosierra  it 
one  of  the  most  magnificent  in  all  Spain.  It  was  began  by  Ferdinand  the 
Sixth,  and  finished  under  Charles  the     hiid.— JSae  Link's  Trareltin  Spain. 
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commotion,  has  seized  the  people  of  the  capital,  itrho  are> 
exhorted,  in  a  proclamation  issued  by  Don  Tbomaft 
Morla  and  the  Duke  of  Castel  Franco,  to  trust  with  im- 
plicit confidence  to  the  measures  which  the  govemnieut 
has  taken  for  the  defence  of  the  city. 

One  of  our  officers  was  the  other  day  s^t  on  towards  Val^ 
ladolid,  to  procure  information  as  to  the  movements  of  the 
enemy.  While  lie  was  in  a  village  not  far  from  Tordesillas, 
a  small  foraging  party  of  French  cavalry  entered.  Major 
•  •  •  •  was  concealed  under  a  bed  by  one  of  the  peasants, 
and  luckily  the  dragoons  soon  after  retired,  without  hav- 
ing discovered  him. 

Oor  army  in  Salamanca,  as  far  as  I  have  been  aUe  to 
ascertain,  does  not  exceed  thirteen  thousand  men.  It  is 
distributed  in  the  different  monasteries'  and  religiou9 
houses  in  and  about  this  city.  At  the  regimental  parades 
which  take  place  on  the  Esplanade  witboat  the  walls  of 
the  town,  twice  a-day,  the  troops  appear  in  high  health 
and  spirits,'and  in  the  best  possible  order.  The  Luig  march* 
indeed,  which  they  have  so  lately  performed,  seems  to  have 
been  of  essential  service  to  them 't  and  X  have  observed, 
with  sonK  degree  of  surprize,  but  with  the  greatest  plea^ 
sure,  that  since  our  arrival  here,  nbt  a  single  soldier  has 
been  in  a  state  of  intoxication. 
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The  country  around  is'  covered  ^-ith  our  pickets,  "who 
hitherto  have  met  with  no  body  of  French  tn»ps,  vfaich 
is  rather  singular.  We  nippoae  that  Bonaparte  either  is 
ignorant  of  our  real  sjtuatioii;  or,  what  is  more  pnv 
tfalile,  that  he  thinks  us  too  inugnificant  ia  point  of  nombers 
to  divert  h>s  attention  irom  tlK  completion  of  his  grand 
object — the  dispersion  of  the  remainder  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  the  seizure  of  tlie  capital. 

A  pamphlet,  from  tlie  pen  of  Don  Pedro  Cemnos,  fitst 
Secretary  of  State  t«  his  Catholic  Itf ryesty  Fcrdiaaiwi 
Vll.  containing  an  exposition  of  the  practices  and  machi- 
nations by  which  Bonaparte  got  the  Royal  Family  of 
Spain  into  his  power,  has  been  lately  published  at  Madrid, 
and  is  at  present  much  talked  of  here.  It  contains  little 
that  is  new,  except  the  secret  treaties  concluded  between 
the  cabinets  of  St.  Cloud  and  Aranjuez  for  the  partition  of 
Portugal,  and  the  erection  of  Algarve  into  a  separate 
kingdom,  as  a  reward  for  the  treachery  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace. 

The  perusal  of  Cevallos's  work,  however,  cannot  fail  to 
leave  Hiis  impression,  that  men  who  have  already  so  shame- 
fully abandoned  their  trust,  will  have  little  scruple  in  again 
going  over  to  the  enemy,  the  moment  tliey  can  make  ad- 
vantageous terms ;  and  1,  for  one,  am  little  disposed  to 
H  h2 
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place  confidence  in  that  man  who  has  once  betrayed  his 
country's  cause,  however  strongly  he  may  protest  the  in- 
nocence of  his  motires,  or  the  sincerity  of  his  repentance. 
But  as  it  is  probable  that  before  you  receive  this,  Ceval- 
los's  pamphlet  will  have  found  its  way  to  England,  it 
would  be  superfluous  to  trouble  you,  by  noticing  its  con* 
tents  more  at  length. 

Some  days  ago  I  was  deprived  of  the  society  of  my 
friend  D  •  •  •,  who  has  been  ordered  back  to  Portugal,  ta 
take  chaise  of  an  hospital  at  Almeida.. 
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LETTER  XL. 


JUHCTIOH  or    LlEDTENANT*GEHEaAL    HOPE'S    DITHION   AT   AtVA    OB 

T0BHE9. ENBMr  ATTACKS  AMD  CARRIES  THE  FAS8  OF  BONOBIERRA. 

FATE  OF  MADRID  UNKNOTrH.— SIR  JOHN  HO'OBB  ABANDONS  HI 
DESIGN  OF  RETREATING  DFON  PORTDGAL.^*FRENCH  MAIL  INTER- 
CKTED.— REM  ARES  ON  ITS  CONTBXTB.^FXCDLATIOHS  kESFEOTINO 
THE  SIEGE  OF  MADRID. 


Salamanca,-  9t&  December^  1808. 

General  Hope  succeeded  in  forming  a  junction  witH 
an  advanced  post  of  Sir  John  Moore's  array  at  Alva  de 
Tornies,  four  leagues  from  this  place,  on  the  4th  instant, 
having  been  obtigefl.  tocome  by  the  way  of  Avila  and 
Villa  Cafttrini,  to  avoid  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy,  who; 
after  possessing  himself  of  Segovia,  attacked  the  army  of 
reserve  under  General  St.  Juan,  and  carried  the  pflss  of 
Somosierrd,  under  a  thick  fog.  on  the  morning  of  the  S9th 
ultimo.  He  immediately  advanced  to  the  £scurtal^  and 
bMsiuce  invested  Madrid.. 
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Of  the  fate  of  tile  capital  we  are  still  ignorant ;  all  in- 
tercourse having  been  interrupted  ever  since  the  30th. 
It  was  inteiided  by  our  Commander-in-Chief  to  unite 
himself  to  General  Hope,  and  immediately  to  fall  back 
upon  Portugal.  What  has  induced  him  to  alter  his  opi- 
nion I  know  not ;  itiscertain^lMJwever,  that  a  different 
plan  of  operation  has  been  lately  decided  upon.  I  have  heard 
that  a  council  of  war  was  held  two  or  three  days  ago,  and 
that  this  step  is  to  be  undertaken  in  consequence ;  but  of 
the  truth  of  this  fact  I  cannot  speak  with  any  degree  of 
certainty.  This  I  do  know,  that  a  French  courier  was  some 
days  ago  intercepted  on  his  road  to  the  Escurial,  and  his 
mail  brought  to  Sir  John  Moore.  It  is  barely  possible  that 
the  letters  and  dispatches  it  contained  may  have  had  some 
small  degree  of  weight  in  inducing  Sir  John  to  change  his 
mind ;  but  as  we  too  well  Icnow  the  wonderful  finesse  with 
^bich  that  nation  is  wont  to  impose  oa  their  enemies,  I 
hope  he  will  act  cautiously. 

:  Whftt  renders  it  the  ra<we  prohafelft  tliat  theae  dispatches 
were;  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  British  designedly  is,  that 
the  newspapers  contain  the  most  highly  coloured  state- 
saeut*  of  the  successes  o£  the  French  army.  According  to 
their  buUetins,  *he  Spanish  troops  fled  on  the  first  volley, 
4ad  victory  has  attended  their  eagles  in  every  renconti^ 
with  the  patriots,  who  are  represented  as  a  set  of  unfop- 
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tiiiiate,  ignorant  wretches,  led  on  by  tbe  &iuiticism  of  a 
few-  designing  priests. 

I  have  only  seon  some  of  the  gazettes ;  but  h&Te  beard 
that  the  private  lettei's  are  mostly  couched  in  the  most 
extravagant  and  ridiculous  terms.  One  al&ier  begs  bit 
friend  to  bring  him  one  of  tbe  best  EngUab  borset  he  can 
procure,  and  regrets  bis  absence  at  Bayonne  will  prevent 
him  from  having  a  share  in  tbe  plunder  of  our  baggage. 
Such  is  the  style  of  many  of  the  letters ;  but  others  art 
aonceived  in  veiy  difibrent  temis,  deploring  the  uocei^ 
tainty  of  the  contest^  and  expressing  the  aunt  lively  ap- 
prehensions that  the  mountains  of  Spain  will,  ere  lon^, 
pi'ove  a  grave  to  the  great  majority  of  the  army. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  vile  state  of  degradation  in 
which  the  French  press  at  present  eitiats.  There  is  not  a 
single  paragraph  in  one  pf  the  joUmals  which  allodee  to 
tlie  internal  state  of  tbe  empire.  Of  every  other  country 
there  is  news  in  abundance;  but  of  Sraac^,  wretcfacd, 
ihllen  France,  you  hear  of  nothing,  except  the  esdubitioni 
•f  tbe  Gallery  of  the  Louvre,  or  the  state,  of  tbe  theatra. 
Critiques  of  new  novels,  plays,  or  memoirs,  .fill  up  thtf 
rest  of  their  barren  pages,  which  are  also  crammed  with 
the  grosseat  adulation  of  the  conqueror,  and  the  vilest 
fclaebooda  respecting  England.     It  is  teeiljr  meirachaly 
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to  contemplate  the  shocking  blasphemy  and  sophistry  dis- 
played in  almost  every  line. 

■*'War  is  the  lot  of  mankind,  it  baa  been,  it  is  now,  and 
ever  will  be  the  principal  occupation  of  states  and  powers. 
Therefore  God  created  .human  beings  for  the  purpose  of 
massacring  each  other ;  arid  the  man  of  letters"  who  en- 
deavours to  persuade  us  that  war  may  very  frequently  be 
avoided, -is  a' poor  hair-bcained  visionary,  fit  only  for 
let petitesmauons,  whose  folly  we  deplore,'  but  whose  ill- 
timed  philanthropy  is  dangerous."  Such  is  tiie  present  rea- 
soning of  the  French  journalists,,  and  such  the  incense  of- 
fered up  to  the  destroyer  of  Europc. 


The  people  here  are  now  speculating  upon  the  degree 
of  resistance  which  Madrid  is  likely  to  make  to  the  French 
Mmy.  It;  is  reported  that  great  preparations  have  been 
made  by  the  inhabitants.  The  pavement  has  been  taken 
up,  to  lessen  the  effects  of  the  enemy's  shells  ;  trenches 
havebecR  dug  across  the  principal  streets,  and  no  less 
than  -  three  hundred  pieces  of  ordnance  are  mounted 
around  the  town.  Such,  are  the  reports  circulated  in 
Salamanca. 

I  strongly  suspect  that  the  facts  are  exaggerated.  We 
all  know. what  can  be. done  by  Spamards  in  defending  a 
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town.  The  late  defence  of  Sanijinna  ihewt,  tint  the 
Arragonese  are  the  descendanis  of  the  Mine  net  who  4» 
Bobly  defended  Sagimtum  and  NiimsDtis;  but  «faen  I 
calculate  the  Taloe  of  the  bribes  vhich  will  Mwredly  be 
ofiered  to  tliose  eotrasled  wftb  the  defence,  I  caanot^lov 
Biyielf  to  iW  very  sanguine.  It  wqaW  be  vretcbed  po- 
licy in  the  Freteoder  to  batter  «lo*n  hi*  futiiie  eafital. 
Introduce  but  a  few  aiillioM  of  ftrnxs, «  nwderate  poitim 
of  promises,  some  field-pieces  and  threats,  and  the  keys 
nf  Uadtid  wit  be  tent  if  ith  !tU  dispetab  to  the  Cmperor. 

An  old  Irishman,  who  has  Ined  thirty-fire  y«acs' JM 
Spain,  lately  said  to  a  friend  of  mine  here — "  You  must 
not  trust  too  much  to  the  Spaniards.  1  believe  they  al- 
ways mean  well,  but  they  bluster,  and  after  much  brag- 
ging, and  many  big  words,  hke  a  passionate  child,  they 
scold  themselves  to  sleep.  This  is  their  character  in  the 
common  transactions  of  life.  But  as  to  their  army,  it  is 
a  Uttle  otherwise.  During  the  last  thirty-five  years,  I 
have  watched  its  progress,  and  know  it  well :  when  they 
have  had  muskets,  they  generally  want  cannon  ;  if  they 
have  powder,  they  often  are  without  flints ;  if  they  are 
well  fed,  then  they  are  naked ;  if  they  get  shoes,  they 
want  a  loaf  of  bread ;  if  the  soldiers  would  fight,  the  offi- 
cers are  unwilling ;  and  when  the  generals  wish  to  have  an 
engagement,  the  men  are  sure  to  run  away.    In  short. 
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my  dear  countryman,  such  is  tlie  Spanish  army,  and 
what,  in  the  name  of  wonder,  can  I  expect  from  them  now? 
Only  this:  that  they  will  leave  you  to  your  fete,  to  get 
back  to  your  ships  as  fast  as  you  can  ;  and  you  may  think, 
yourselves  very  fortunate,  if  in  the  way  they  do  not  put 
their  knives  into  your  men,  whom  they  already  denomi- 
nate a  pack  of  miserable  heretics,  and  curse  for  their  un- 
asked assistance,  in  entering  their  magnificent  country." 

Such  are  the  sentiments  of  Dr.  O'Leary.  I  repeat  them 
as  he  stated  them  to  my  friend  M'Leod,  and  leave  you  to 
maks  your  own  comments. 
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LETTER  XLI. 


COtONBL   GRAUAM    RETURNS    FROM    TALATEEA   DB    LA    lt£IHA.— 

SURKENDER  OF  MADRID. rHB     DDK.E    OP    CASTEL   FRANCO  AND  H, 

DE  MORLA  SUSPECTED  OF  TREACtlBltT. LORD  PAGBX's  BRIGADE  OP 

CATALRT  ARRJVE9   AT  ZAHOBA.— STATE  OP  PI)  BUG  orilllOV  AT  U- 
LAHAHCA. 

SalamamM,  lUk  Dttembtr,  ISQS. 

It  is  said  that  Colonel  Graham,  who  was  sent  by  Sir 
John  Moore  some  days  since  towards  Madrid,  in  order 
■to  procure  information  of  the  real  state  of  affairs  in  that 
quarter,  returned  on  the  8th  instant,  with  the  distressing 
intelligence  of  the  capital  having  surrendered,  by  capitula- 
tion, to  the  French,  so  long  ago  as  the  3d  instant.  The 
Diike  of  Castel  Franco  and  Don  Thomas  Moila,  are 
accused  of  having  betrayed  the  cause  of  their  country 
to  the  enony.  The  Captain-General  Castellar,  and  all  the 
military  officers  of  rank,  refused  to  ratify  the  treaty,  and 
left  the  town  with  ^sixteen  pieces  of  cannon. 

The  cavalry  raiments  which  came  from  E^nglaiid  with 
1X2 
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Sir  DsTid  Baird,  arrired  yesterday  at  Zamore,  nader  the 
command  of  Lord  Paget,  and  the  in&ntiy  are-  expected 
io  be  at  Benevente  to-morrow.  Preparations  are  stitl 
making  for  a  movement  towards  the  left,  in  order  to  cover 
General  Baird's  junction,  when  the  whole  will  move  for- 
ward upon  Valladolid. 

1  am  happy,  I  must  confess,  that  we  are  at  length 
likely  to  do  something,  as  the  people  here  have  lately  be- 
eome  very  anxiqua.to  see  us  out  of  the  town.  For  the 
last  week  they  have  been  unceasing  in  their  inquiries,- to. 
know  when  we  meant  to  march ;  and  have  lately  begun  to 
make  some  very  extraordinaiy  remarks  upon  our  appa- 
rent inactivity. 

1  know  not  wltat  m^  ultimately  be  «ffected  -by  thiis 
army,  but  I  do  owuve  you,  candidly,  that  I  telieve  bi> 
tberto  our  preseuee  in  Saiamaiua  has  done  the  patriotic 
eaose  no  good.  As  the  great  mass  of  pei^e  heie. are-ex* 
eassively  (gnonuit,  indeed  mioitety  beyond  what  I  iat 
oanceived  poieibte,  they  have  thei^bt  that  the  <delay  faai 
been  somehow  or  other  oecaaioned  by  an  vuviliiDgoesi 
Ml  the  part  of  our  'Gtnends  to  meet  the  French,  and 
have  even  exprened  as  nuch  tp  isevend  British  offiocrs.    . 

TJie  Uarqais  dit  da  Bttsaia  bas  been  come  itiaie  at 
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l^odj  ••llMttBg  the  tcttttered  noMUMh  of  BtllK'9  imty*. 
Reports  bei«.  ue  Tarioiu,  u  ta  tbe  ttombeit  gMheml 
touad  his  standard.  Fifteen,  tveoty*  and  0V«o  tbirtjr 
thousand  are  meiati(M)£d ;  I  much  doubt  his  having  more 
than  fifte^i.        . 

'  I  remark  the  brilliant  patriotic  cockjide  has  disip- 
peared  irom  the  hats  of  many  oi  the  Spfoiards  withih  tho 
last  few  days.  If  I  may  be  allowed  to  consider  it  aa  a 
thermometer  of  Salaraaocan  patrioCiftm,  I  shot^  think 
that  it  is  rapidly  on  tbe  decline.  .  Violeat  afiiectipiu  am 
seldom  durable,  and  I  greatly  fear  that  the  moment  the 
suirender  of  the  capital  becomes  public  at  Salamanca 
(which  at  present  it  is  not),  they  will  hasten  to  bow  the 
knee  to  the  idol.  Others,  who  ought  to  know  something 
of  the  Spanish  character,  think  that  Catalonia,  Arragon, 
and  Andalusia  will  still  hold  out  for  a  Icmg  time.  I  cannot, 
venture  to  give  a  decided  opinion  on  the  subject.  But  in 
the  co&e-houses  I  remark,  that  the  Arragonese  always 
claim  a  very  superior  character  for  bravery  and  independ- 
ence ;  and,  in  conversation,  they  declare  that  the  French 
will  most  assuredly  meet  with  a  dreadful  resistance  to  their 
measures  in  San^ossa,  and  the  rest  of  Arragon,  notwith- 
tanding  the  ease  with  which  they  may  subdue  ail  the 
other  provinces  of  the  Peninsula.  The  people  of  the 
south  are,  indeed,  generally  allowed  to  be  a  race  very  su- 
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perioT  to  tliose  of  the  north  ^  The  GaUicianSi  in  pftrticplai^ 
have  for  centuries  beem  retkoned  a!  debased  people.  .Thins 
Camoens  speaks  of  tfaeoi,  - 


-  Nor  wonted  fcar 


Withheld  the  biue  Galliciao's  lordid  spear.' . ;  ; 

•  But  in  Spain,  as  at  home,  each  native  of  a  province 
thinks  himself  superior,  in  some  respect  or  other,  to  Iiis 
neighbour.  The  caiise  of  this  is  no  doubt  tp  be  found  iq 
the  ancient,  wars  between  tbe  petty  kingdoms  of  which  this 
country  was  once  composed.    Adieu.. 
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LETTER  XLII. 


EBITMArL  AND  KMBARRABSINS  SITUATION  OFSIB  JOHNMOORE  S  ARMf. 
— AMIABLE  PalVATB  CHARACTER  OF  THE  COHHANDEn-IN-CHIEF.— 
TUB  BPAMISH  ARMY.^^UE  SFANISB  NATION. 


S(damanca,  I2lk  Decembert  I80S. 

Captain  B*  •  *  return*  to  England  by  way  of  Oporto* 
ftnd  r  shall  seize  the  opporttmity  of  sending .  by  him  a 
packet  of  letters,  written  at  various  dates;  since  I  left  Al* 
meida.  You  will  perceive,  on-  perusing  them,  what  an 
anxiousperiod'has  elapsed .sinoe  we  entered  Spain.  Every 
thing  has iaiten  oAt  as  disastrous  &nd  perplexii^.as  pos^ 
»He  far  Sir  John  Moore,  who  appears  to  be  one  of  the 
best  of  men>  and  is  greatly  esteemed  and  respected  by  th* 
army.  There  is  scarcely  an  officer  of  any  feeling  who  does 
hot  sympAthixe  'with  him  in  tbe  Very  di£9cu1t  and  critical 
situation  inwhichthe  is  placed.  The  unpleasuit  circura-* 
Btances  atteDidiD^  fajs  return  from  Sweden,  his  personal 
quarrd  with  I.ord  C***,  immediately. before  he  sailed 
for  Portugfd  (a  "circumstante  iiot<»ioua  here,  and  much 
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talked  of),  the  sensibility  of  his  character,  his  high  sense 
of  honour,  and,  above  all,  the  glow  of  patriotism  which 
warms  his  breast  and  actuates  his  whole  public  conduct, 
makes  Sir  John  an  object  of  the  liveliest  interest  to  all 
around  hira.  No  Britisli  general,  perhaps,  was  ever  placed 
-in  a  more  arduous  and  embarrassing  .situation. 

■  It  is  not  likely  that  much  can  be  done  by  an  army  so 
small  as  this  is,  opposed  to  such  a  one  as  the  French  will 
soon  be  able  to  bring  against  us.  Valladolid  is  mentioned 
as  the  place  where  the  different  divisions  of  the  army  are 
to  be  united.  Yestei"day  about  one  hundred  Spaniards 
marched  from  hence  to  join  the  Manjuis  de  la  Ronalta's 
army  at  Leon.  They  hod  been  fngitives  from  Blake's 
aimy,  and  had  fled  in  small  parties  to  Salamanca.  Never 
in  my  life  did  1  see  such  a-oollection  of  poor,  haif-starved* 
ragged,  miserable  creatures.  If  the  Spaoitii  amies  have 
been  composed  of  saoh  men,  1  act  not  surprized  at  tht 
rapidity  with  which  th^  bare  been  dispened  by  tb* 
French. 

From  what  I  have  said,  ^u  vill  cat  lie  snich  disposed 
to  form  sangiiine  expectations  of  the  resalt  cf  afiain  ■■ 
this  comtry,  «nd  you  will  be  right  in  iKipng  with  mo- 
deration. Spain,  equally  with  Portugal,  tranta  men  of 
education  to  diiecttiw  wmed  p«lpi[ilatiai  ef  tlae  county. 
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You  do  not  here  meet  with  any  one  in  the  middle  ranks. 
of  life  possessing  even  GomnMm  information..   There  are- 
but  two   classes:    the    iirst   incliules   the   nobility  and. 
clergy ;  and  the  second  the  poor;    Whece  diea  are  you  to- 
procure  officers?    Generally  speaking,  no  dependence  can. 
be  placed  on  the  first;  bribes,  and  promises^  it  is  to.be 
feared,  will  seldom  be  ineffectual  ia  purchasing  the  dere- 
liction of  their  duty.    Fanatic  monks  and  ecclesiastics, 
you  will  allow,  are  nQt  Hkely,  from  thdr  habits,,  to-mako 
a  figure  in  the  ranks  of  an  army ;  and  the  ignorant  lower 
classes,  whatever  native  courage  they  may  possess,  aud  I 
believe  they  possess  a  great  deal,  can  ^fect  nothing  of 
themselves. 

I  shall  take  every  opportunity  of  writing ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  remain  ever  yours.    Adieu. 
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LETTER  XLIII. 


BBtTKH  ARHT'^Ultfi  SALAUAMCA.— CALIZAt.— 4LAEJ0I. — A  rBBMCU 
.      FORAGING  .PARTY    TAKEN.  — PRISONERS     DESCRIBED.  —  SIR    JOHN 

HOORE  PROCEEDS    TO    TORO.— FRENCH    DISPATCHES    INTEKCCPTEO. 

MISERABLE  STYLE  OF  LITING  IN  THIS  PART  OF  SPAIN.— Z  A  MORA. -*- 
-    TBB  BiHU  W  THE  DUERO.— INTEL UGENCB  FROH  MADRID, 


Ala^oSt  Uth  DeeembtTy  180S. 

We  left  Salamanca  yesterday  morning,  lialted  at  a 
paltry  village  called  Calizal  last  night,  and  this  morning 
arrived  here.  The  whole  track  of  country  we  passed 
through  is  very  flat  and  unsheltered  ;  with  the  exception 
of  some  small  thickets  of  evergreen  oak,  not  a  tree,  or 
even  a  hedge  row,  did  we  see  the  whole  way. 

On  entering  this  place,  I  found  Mr.  M  •  •  •,  the  mes- 
senger, just  arrived  from  England,  with  dispatches  for  Sir 
John  Moore-  As  he  has  been  so  obliging  as  to  charge 
hiuiself  with  a  packet,  I  take  the  opportimity  of  informing 
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you  that  tite  campaign  in  Spain  has  pow  actually  com-, 
meoced.  Last  night  a  party  of  pur  dragpop^  (the 
eighteenth,  commanded  by  Brigadiei-peneral  Stewart] 
fell  in  with  a  foragii^  party  of  the  enemy,  at  a  village  called 
Rueda,.  vhom  they  entirely  (defeated,  taking  thjrtyrfive 
prisoners,  and  killing  sixteen ;  among  the  l^f^r  is  ona 
major.  Our  loss  is  oiie  serjeant  and  two  horses  killed,  and 
two  men  wounded.    Our  men  are  still  in  pursui^t. 

From  a  friend,  who  has  received  a  letter  from  England . 
by  Mr.  M  •  •  *,  I  am  concerned  to  hear  tl»t  you  ar^ 
atill  sanguine  respecting  tUe  result  of  the  cont^t  in  thi^  - 
country :  at  preaeul  things  have  a  most  dreaiy  aspect* 

I  have  just  been  to  see  the  prisoners  who  arQ  lodged  in  ^ 
a  hoUse  overlooking  the  squai^,  whil^  a  crowd,  of  ^wr 
niards  is  preeeing  ahcnit  th«  door,  apparently  regretting 
the  distance  at  which  they  are  kept  by  the  btiyonet^,  of 
our  guard  of  grenadiers..  These  fellows  would  assuredly 
put  them  all  to  dtath  In  cold  blood,  without  remorse,  if. 
they  could  get  at  them.  The  prisoners  are  8tou,t.g(Qod- 
looking  men,  Poles,  Prussians,  Italians,  Swis9,  and  French* 
Several  of  them  had  very  lately  arrived  on  this  side  of  the 
FyrenneeSj  aft^  murchin^  from  the  neighbourhpo^  of 
Berlin  and  Dantzic.  Those  who  have  bieen  some  tinj^^jn 
Spain,  state  that  their  army  has  lost  more  n^n  fromsicl^- 
K  k2 
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ness  in  Spain  then  it  did  during  the  winter  campaign  in  Po- 
land. Notwithstanding  the  present  severity  of  the  weather, 
they  bivouac  constantly,  and,  in  -consequence,  many  of 
the  prisoners*  -feet  are  in  a  dreadfiil  state  of  mortification, 
from  being  frost-bitten.  However,  not  a  murmur  escapes 
them.  They  seem  perfectly  contented ;  and  the  only  re- 
turn which  they  make  to  the  execrations  of  tlie  Spaniards 
^tanding'beneath,  is  to  grin  at  them  from  the  balconies. 

The  prisoners  confirm  the  accounts  in  the  Paris  pa- 
pers, as  to  the  division  of  the  French  army  into  eight 
corps.  That  in  our  front  is  commanded  by  Soult  (Duk< 
of  Dalmatia),  and  consists  of  twenty  thousand  men. 

I  have  just  heanl  that  Mr.  M  •  *  ♦  will  not  set  ofli  to- 
tkyr,  I  shall  therefore  wait  till  to-morr6w  before  I  con- 
clude this  letter,  as  I  wish  to  give  you  all  the  information 
I  can  collect. 

Tan),  IM  StcMitr,  OOt. 

For  some  reason  or  other,  at  present  unknown,  our  ad- 
Tance  upon  Valktdolid  appears  to  be  abandoned. 

We  left  Alaejos  early  yesterday  morning,  during  a  ae- 
veie  frost  and  thitk  mist,  and  reached  this  town  about 
Aiid-day.    The  countiy  for  some  way  was  sufficiently 
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Open  to  permit  the  troops  to  march  in  columns  of  com- 
paniefi.  After  passing  through  an  old  town,  situated 
close  to  the  Duero,  the  name  of  which  I  forgot  to  note 
down,  the  road  vound  close  to  the  banks  of  that  river  for 
nearly  two  miles ;  then  struck  through  a  plain  laid  out  in 
vines  and  corn.  On  reaching  the  extremity  of  the  plain, 
we  crossed  the  Duero  on  a  stone  bridge  of  ten  arches. 
Two  of  the  centre  arches  had  been  destroyed  by  an  inuh* 
datiouj  and  are  now  replaced  with  wood.  Toro  stands  on 
a  lofty  precipice  overhanging  the  river;  the  road  from  the 
bridge  conducts  to  it  by  a  remarkably  steep  ascent.  The 
town,  which  is  very  ancient,  and  formerly  of  considerable 
note,  is  still  surrounded  by  an  old  mouldering  clay  wall, 
with  square  towera  and  a  deep  ditch,  partly  filled  with 
water.  The  interior  is  wretched,  and  flirty  to  a  degree ;  but, 
as  twua),  well  stocked  with  eburcbes  and  convents.  Over 
the  gates  of  mai^  of  the  public  buildings  I  observe  the 
figure  of  «  bull,  the  -emblem  of  the  town.  The  peojde 
here,  like  4hoae  at  Mae^,  have  been  collecting  all  day, 
with  loud  sliouts,  aroond  the  bouse  where  the  French  pri- 
soners are  lodged ;  akbov^  I  ought  to  tell  you,  that  a 
week  has  not  elapsed  since  tbey  permitted  a  party  of  ten 
or  twelve  French  dn^^rn  to  parade  through  their  streets, 
and  then  d^art  without  a  sin^  shot  having  be^i  fired  at 
them,  although  there  are  at  least  six  tfaousand  inbar- 
bitants  in  the  place.     So  much  for  the  courage  vf  the 
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natives  of  Toro.  This  place  made  a  great  figure  in  the. 
fifteeutli-  century,  during  the  wars  between  Ferdjuand^ 
Prince  of  ArragcUi,  and  Atphonso,  King  uf  Portugal,  wbiclli 
ended  in  securing  to  the  former  the  throoe  of  Ca«tile. 

Nothing  can  surpass  the  want  of  comfort  or  misery  in 
which  the  people  of  this  country  live,  or,  1. should  say, 
exist,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  judge  from  what  I  have  seen 
since  I  left  Salamanca.  Their  clothes  and  linen  ragged 
and  threadbare ;  their  persons  shockingly  filthy ;  heuqet 
nearly  unfornished  ;  windows  without  glass ;  fuel  dear  afid 
scarce ;  and  their  food  consisting  almost  entirely  of  an  ex< 
ecrable  mess,  caUei  gaspacho,  whith  they  eet  thrice  a  dsy, 
This  is  made  of  a  mixture  of  vinegtr,  gariick,  lamp-oil,  ftn# 
Cayenne  pepper,  oilxed  with  boiling  wtter,  poureid  pvfir  ^ 
dishful  of  bread.  Once  a  week  (on  Sundays  th»t,  is)  thtjf 
allow  themselves,  as  a  rarity,  ^  bit  of  bacon^oF-asausagflj 
and  in  this  way  they  subsist  all  the  year  rauBd,.j  TbeiT 
winters  ^  as  cold  as  .their  iumnjieiis'  are  dry' aw}  sqlt.ry, 
Their  chief  fuel  consists  of  chaff  or  shopped  strar,  t^Bowp 
ever  a  few  ivigt ;  and,  as  they  arc  iuia$^ttaia)ed  with  the 
luxury  of  a;  pair  of  bellows,  they  arfe  obliged  tQ  hp  eter-r 
nally  on  tbeir  knees,  tilowiipg  up  the  emberfi,  if  th^  bap-r 
pen  to  have  any  pot  or  jar  oiv  tlie  firi^ ;  -for  they  h^ye  aLr 
most  no  cooking  uteteil  that  is  not  of  earth.  Now  and 
tbCn  you  ssea^coppsr  ladle,:  which  ij  «cA)fr«4  .v«ry  twight> 
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mnd  hung  against  the  wall  as  an  ornament.  Knives,  forks, 
bod  spoons  are '  rftre  >  articles ;  consequently,  they  make 
Use  of  their  fingers,  uid  chippiog'tlieir  mess  on  a  Iot  stool, 
foand  which  they  assemble  like  a  set  of  Hottentots,  tlrey 
endeaviour  to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  ftatnrey  It  is  melan- 
choly to  contemplate  these  extraordinary  repasts -in  a 
country  which  the  AU-bountifuI  Creator  has  distinguished 
by  so  much  fertility.  Such,  however,  is  the  lot  of  the 
unfortunate  Spaniard. 

I6lh  December,  180S,  . 

I  have  juifc  beard,  that  in  consequence  of  some  dis* 
patches  which  have  been  intercepted  and  brought  to  Sir 
John  Moore,  he  has  changed  his  plan  of  proceeding  against 
iValladolid,  and  is  going  to  Sahagun,  to  attack  the  Duke 
of  Dalmatia,  who  is  posted  at  Saldanha. 

The  army  is  -to  march  to-morro\*  to-  some  villagea  t* 
the  westward.  Head-quarters  are  to  remove  bo  one  off 
these,  named  Caistro  Nuevo.  By  some  accident,  my  bag*- 
g^e-miiles  have  not  joined  me  since  I  left  Salamanca^ 
and,  as  it  is  possible  that  they  may  have  gone  towards  Za- 
mora,  I  shall  ride  there  to-morrow,  to  inquire  about  theni. 

Zamorai  nth  Decemherf  1808.  ' 

.    The  road  from  Toro  hither  follows  the  course,  of  the 
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Duero,  tlirongh  a  very  Wautiful  valley.  The  country 
around  is  chiefly  in  pasturage,  ini  past  tolerably  clothed 
with  groves  of  oak  and  alders,  and  diversified  with  several 
cheerful  villages.  Immediately  around  Toro  the  hills  art 
covered  with  vines,  which  yield  a  red  wine,  little  inferioi 
in  flavour  to  that  of  Bui^ndy.. 

Zamora,  though  o£  very  ancient  date,  is  much  the-  most 
cheerful  and  cleanly  town  I  have  seen  io  Spain.  It  it 
placed  on  a  bill  commanding  the  Duero,  which  is  bere  » 
beautiful  river.  A  Gothic  stone  bridge  of  eleven  arches 
(^ns  the  communication  with  the  southern  bank,  and  the 
city  of  Salamanca,  from  which  it  is  distant  ten 'leagues. 

This  city  was  bniU  on  the  site  of  an  ancient  Roman 
station,  called  Seraca,  by  Aionzo  the  Third,  towards  the 
beginning  of  the  ninth  centuiy,  uid  made  the  capital  of  the 
kingdom  of  Leon.  It  was  called  Zamora,  from  the  num* 
ber  of  turquoises  which  were  formerly  found  tliere,  these 
stones  being  named  zamora  in  the  Moorish  dialect.  It  is 
still  surrounded  with  a  strong  wall,  flanked  with  square 
towers,  and  the  inhabitants  consider  it  capable  of  op^ 
posing  some  resistance  to  aa  enemy.  Zamora  is  the  seat 
of  the  military  government  of  Old  Castile,  and  has  been 
more  than  usu^ly  active  in  the  patriotic  cause.. 

It  was  at  this  place  that  that  brave  regiment  belonging 
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to  the  Marquis  de  la  Romana's  array  was  raised,  which 
made  such  an  extraordinary  march,  to  escape  from  the 
tyranny  of  France :  if  I  recollect  rightly,  it  was  not  less 
than  seventy-two  miles  in  twenty-four  hours. 

I  here  received  a  billet  on  the  house  of  a  Spanish  gen- 
tleman, who  received  me  with  great  hospitality.  Indeed, 
the  English  have  been  better  treated  here  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  north. of  Spain.  About  two  hours  before 
I  entered  Zamora,  a  Spanish  oflBcer  had  arrived  from  Ma- 
drid, with  accounts  of  the  surrender  of  that  city  to  Bona- 
parte, and  several  copies  of  the  proclamation  .issued  on 
that  occasion.  I  have  not  been. able  to  procure  a  sight  oi 
it,  but  am,  however,  acquainted  with  the  leading  points. 
The  Junta  here  wodld  not  beUeve  tlie  intelligence ;  lie 
was.  accordingly  arrested  and  sent  over -to  the  Marquis.de 
la  Romana,  at  Leon-  However,  I  must  tell  yoo;  thdt  the 
people  cannot  help  expi'essing  the  delight  they  febliat  the 
abolition  of  the  Inquisition,  ^nd  the-partialsuprpreflsion  &t 
the  monastic  orders.  Several  neighbours  of  the  genfle-^ 
man  atwjjose  house  .1  aiii;  <^me:  this-eveming  to  pay  him 
a  visit,  and  were  absolutely  capfering  abdufthe  room- with 
joy.  Ode  of.thtse  vf&pA  elifsi,  or  secularl clergyman.  S 
mention  this  to. you;  ai  itwilLgivieyouahidtaof  tbegreafe 
pqp.ularity  which  this  first; act i of. tlie  new  monarchy  is 
likely  tp  giv^  to  Joseph. Bcinaparte.  .    .   ,,; 
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LETTER  XLIV. 

ZAHOBA. — REltI-ECTI0I<9  SUGGESTED  BY  ITS  HIST0Rr.**FSRDINUIO 
OFARRAGON.— ^UE  INQUISITION  .'^CASTRO  NUETO.— VltLALPANDO. 
TALDERAS. — A  FALL  OF  8SOW. — HAYORGA. — SAHAGUN.— LORD  FA- 
OBT's  ACTION  WITB  A  BODY  OF  FRENCH  CATALBT. 

Sakagim,  i\st  December,  180& 

I  ARRIVED  here  this  afternoon,  and  shall  give  you  my 
journal  from  the  17th,  the  date  of  my  last  letter. 

18th.  This  morning,  being  unable  to  hear  any  tidings 
of  my  mules  and  baggage,  I  quitted  Zamora,  after  taking 
a  hasty  survey  of  a  town  which  had  been  the  scene  of  so 
many^  interesting  events,  during  the  struggle  of  Ferdinand 
of  Arragon  for  the  crown  of  Castile.  On  getting  to  the 
top  of  a  small  hill  without  the  walls/  and  stopping  my 
horse  to  take,  probably,  the  last  look  at  Zamora,  I  could 
not  but  reflect  that  the  landst^pe  I  then  contemplated 
had  been  the  theatre  on  which  Ferdinand,  that  hero  and 
conqueror  of  the  fifteenth  century,  had  laid  the  foundation 
of  his.futute  greatness.  The  whole  events  of  that  period 
seemed  to  flit  before  me  with  the  rapidity  of  a  vision. 
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Three  centuries  have  now  elapsed  since  the  foundation 
of  that  tribunal,  which  the  member  of  a  new  dynasty  has 
just  dissolved.  Since,  the  death. of  Ferdinand,  what  a 
change  has  taken  place  in  the  face  of  Europe,  and  how 
little  has  been  done  towards  bettering  the  condition  of 
Spain  ?  It  is  three  hundred  years  since  the  union  of  Ar- 
ragon  and  Castile.  Two  dytiasties  have  already  occupied 
the  throne  of  Fei'dinand,  and  a  third  has  commenced  its 
career,  by  destroying  that  tribunal  which  had  been  left  by 
Ferdiaand  as  a  safeguard  to  the  power  of  his  successors. 
Since  the  death  of  that  prirure,  the  other  states  of  Europe 
Itave  b^n  advancing  in  happiness,  knowledge,  and  great- 
ness ;  while  Spain,  at  that  period,  assuredly  the  £rst  of 
European  powers,  has  been  insensibly  relapsing  into  im- 
Jiecility  and  decay.  A  population  of  nineteett  millions  has 
decreased  to  nine  or  ten ;  and  oee  thousand  six  hundred 
depopulated  towns  now  cover  the  face  of  the  country.* 
The  expulsion  of  the  unfortunate  Jews,  and  the  creation 
of  the  Inquisitioa«  laid  the  foitbda^on  of  the  debasement 
of  Spain  ;  and  not  one  of  his  successors  has  possessed  suf- 
ficient talent  or  power  to  strike  at  the  root  of  the  mis- 
chief. 


*  lo  the  tone  of  Ai^^nttu  tbe  pepuhlioa  of  Spaia  ajBoanted  to  fifty  mO- 
lions.  Ferdiiiand  left  it  at  nineteen ;  and  now  it  is  supposed  not  to  exceed 
nine  <w  ten ;  (wo  hundred  thousand  of  which  are  clergy. 
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'  Bidding  adieu  to  Zamora,  I  pursued  my  road  across  an 
open  country  to  Castro  Nuevo,  a  miserable  village  on  a 
little  hill  where  Sir  John  Moore  had  establiihed  his  head- 
quarters. ,  There  I^found  my  servants  and  baggage-mnles, 
got  admitted 'irito;a'hot£l,' and  passed  the  night. 

;  19th.'B«Ii:jErcsun^m6e  we  quitted  Castro  Nuevo,  and  passed 
;Uir6ugfa  anr6|*enrcbuntiy  «o''the-north-west.  After  some 
hours,'  we  c'ahielthroii^!i:;V;illalpando,and  some-other  poor 
.viHages,:com"posed;of^bpases  built  of  mud,  and  reached  a 
town  'called  V&lderas,  situated  on  the  banks  of  a  smatl 
stream,  which  falls  into, the  Ezla,  where  we  iialted.  This 
day  we  passed  several  very  large  flocks  of  Merino  sheep, 
belonging:  to  the  mesta,  the  people  attending  which  were 
armed  with  huge  iron  sheep-hooksj  and  clothed  in  goai 
and  sheep-skins,  the  wool  outside.  In  the  afternoon  it 
began  to  snow  very  heavily. 

:  On  the  moniing  of  the  20th  we  set  off  at  an  early  hour 
to  proceed  to  Mayorga,  where  the  British  cavalry  were 
posted  the  preceding  evening.  The  roads  are  so  deeply 
covered  with  snow,  that  it  is  with  difficulty  the  troops  can 
advance.  We  passed  this  day  thi-ough  several  more  than 
half-depopulated  villages.  The  inhabitants  turned  out^o 
view  the  column  of  troops  as  it  passed.     The  raeu  were 
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clothed,  partly  in  sheep-skins,  and  partly  in  old  cloaks 
and  Monteix)  caps ;  the  women  wore  baize  mantillas. 
They  i-egarded  us  with  a  degree  of  stupid  wbnder,  without 
speaking,  huzzaing,  or  giving  any  external  token,  either 
of  satisfaction  or  discontent.  When  asked  the  road,  they 
slowly  disengaged  their  arms  from  the  drapeiy  of  their 
cloaks,  and  pointed  or  waved  their  hands  in  tlie  direction, 
but  never  offered  to  assist  our  guides.  About  two  o'clock 
it  blew  and  snowed  most-.furibusly,  and  about  four  we 
reached  Ma'yorga.        •  ''■•'••    ■      .     •    ■  -    ;■ 

Here  I  was  feitieted  in 'a  good  hou^e,  belonging-  to  one 
of  the-  aloaMe.  '  Wfeifoiit^d'  here-an  old-woiraan-servantl 
The  -maislerof  the  -hoiise  and  his  f\fo-  daughters  were  ab* 
.sent,  having 'fled  iii  cori9et|uerice  of  a  visit- they 'had  lately 
received  frora'a  pkfty-:of  Freiich  drago6iis,  who,'  on  going 
off,  had  taWen  with'theih'several-articles  of ifurtiiture.'  The 
weather  continued  very  bad  the  whole  evening,  attended 
with  sewere-oold-,  so  thftt'I  &aw  little  of  the  town. 

■  Slst.i  On-enlepin^'tlie,kitcheii  this  morning  tovarm 
iny- fingei's,'  I  found ^a>  ydung  Irish  lad,>lio  told  trie  he  had 
been  someyears  in  tliis  country,-  tiwd  "was-  now  ah  officer 
in  one  of  the  Irish  'regimen't&  hei<^.  "  Ta)king=of  tlie'affairs 
of  Spam,  and  the  probability  of  Boriaparte's  detaching  a 
force  firom  Madrid,  by  the  way  of  Salamanca  and  Zamora,  to 
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take  u^  in  the  rear>  be  asserted  coafidentIy>  that  this  ^U 
of  snow  must  have  rendered  the  Guadarama  mountains 
impassable.  I  feel  little  disposed  to  adopt  that  idea, 
knowing  what  almost  incredible  marches  the  French  have 
already  performed  elsewhere  ;  but  1  am  much  mistaken  if 
that  manoeuvre  be  not  at  this  moment  in  contemplation,  if 
not  actually  taking  place. 

We  left  Mayoirga  by  a  steep  descent  covered  with  ice, 
and  crossed  by  a  low  bridge  over  the  saine  stream  which 
flows  past  Valdetas.  The  road  led  along  fields  on  the  right 
bask  of  the  stream  for  five  leagues,  when  ve  reached  this 
town.  About  a  league  short  of  the  town  a  number  of 
peasants  came  fron^  a  village  a  little  to  the  right  of  the 
road,  to  acquaint  uft  that  our  cavalry  had  had  an  action  . 
with  a  party  of  French  this  morning,  whom  they  had  de- 
feated with  considerable  loss,  and  taken  several  prisoners. 

When.w^  had  got  within  a  sl]ort  mile  of  this  town,  an 
alarm  took  place  in  the  front,  that  a  body  of  French 
(loops  w^e  seen  on  the  hills  beyond  the  town.  This  oc- 
casioned the  head-quarter  bifgga^  to  halt ;  hut  Sir  David 
Baird,  with  a  brigade  of  the  guards,  coming  up,  and  some 
artillery  soon  after,  we  entered  the  town  of  Sahagun,  the 
inhabitants  of  which  received  the  troops  with  loud  accla- 
mations* 
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It  appears,  that  on  the  road  from  Mayorga  hither  Lord 
Paget  halted  at  some  villages  about  a  league  short  of  the 
town,  where  he  received  information  that  the  French  had  six 
or  seven  hmidred  cavalry  in  Sahagun.  He  waited  therefore 
till  about  four  o'clock  this  morning,  when  he  march- 
ed on  with  the  tenth  and  fifteenth  hussars  to  attack  them. 
Unluckily,  a  dragoon  belonging  to  one  of  the  enemy's 
patrole,  escaped  into  the  town,  and  gave  the  alarm,  sa 
that,  on  reaching  the  spot,  he  found  the  enemy  drawn 
out  in  a  field,  ready  to  receive  him.  Our  dragoons,  after 
exchanging  a  few  pistol  shots,  charged  them  with  great  fury. 
The  enemy  gave  way  and  fled  with  precipitation,  leaving 
one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners ;  among  which  are  two 
lieutenant-colonels  and  eleven  other  oflScers.  Our  loss  con- 
sists  of  eight  men  killed  and  twenty  wounded.  The  enemy 
had  drawn  up  in  a  vineyard,  where  he  awaited  our  attack, 
in  expectation  of  what  really  happened,  that  the  stumps 
of  the  vines  would  upset  a  great  many  of  our  horses.  But 
he  was  not  able  to  derive  much  advantE^e  from  that  acci- 
dent ;  so  great  was  the  superiority  of  our  men  and  horses, 
tfaat  the  enemy  was  cut  down  in  great  numbers.  Our  dra- 
goons complain  much  of  their  new-fashioned  fur  caps, 
which ,  from  being  top-heavy,  either  tumbled  off'during  the 
cbai^,  or  were  cut  down  by  the  heavy  French  swords,  like 
so  much  cartridge<>pap«'.  In  consequence  of  this  coxcomb 
cap,  several  of  our  loen  are  dreadfully  cut  in  the  head. 
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LETTER  XLV. 

SFECtTLATIONS   BBSPECTIMG  THE  FiTE  OF  SPAIN.^FRENCH  PRISONERS 

— THEIR  DRESS   AND  APPEARANCE. SUPERIORITY  OF  THE  HELMET 

OTEB  THE  PUR  CAP, — THEIR  NATIONAL  CHARACTER  CONTRASTEO 
WITH  THAT  OF  THE  SPANIARDS. GENERAL  ORDERS  ISSUED  TO  AT- 
TACK THE  enemy's  POSITION  AT  CARRION.— TUESE  ARE  SUDDENLY 
REVOKED  ON  THE  ARRIVAL  OF  A  MESSENGER  FROM  THE  MARQUIS  DE 
LA  nOMANA.— DISSAPFOINTMENT  OF  THE  TROOPS.— THE  DUKE  OF 
D  ALM  ATI  A. r— CONDUCT  OF  THE  JUNTAS. — THE  REASONING  OF  A  BE- 
NEDICTINE  HONK. 

Sahagun,  22d  DecembCTt  1S03. 

I  HAVE  this  morning  been  gratified  by  receiving  several 
of  your  letters,  which  have  come  hither  by  the  way  of 
Corunoa.  I  am  sorry  tlKit  I  cannot  agree  with  you  in 
many.of  your  speculations  respecting .  this  coujitry.  .  In- 
deed I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  ere  this  reaches  you, 
you  win  have  altered  your. way  of  thinking.  ,  It  is  true 
that  the  Spaniards  performed  prodigies  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  contest,  but  their  efforts  have  been  eva- 
nescent. 
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.  IddopendoiUy  o{  the  Fnench  force  acting  oa  thetouthem 
»ide<)flhe.Peiiinsol»,  thet*  are  up»arfs  of  one  hundred 
aild.tventjr  ibeiiaand  nien  on  this  nde  of  Spain.  Alter 
defeating  all  the:  three  gtavl  armies  of  the  patriots.  Bo- 
imtnrte  has  tdccn  .the  capital  without  a  struggle,  and  the 

fml    I iMliiiai  *U«h   he  has  issued    will  do   moK 

.towanb. securing' his  conquest,  than  the.  iatrodoctioo  of' 
A.freah  army  of  twobnndied  thousand.  Awn  across  the 
Pyre«»ep»..         ■ :'.) 

,  _  1  bavc-tiiis  day-  Ijeen'tosee  oiur' prisoners.  They  are- 
iik*  those  I  bavebefom-deseribed  to  you,  very  fine  young^^ 
men,  from  alL.tltSidifiireatn'^lont  subject  to  France. 
Their  diess  is  dark  green  cloth,  with  a  large  white  cloak. 
^borhoMes  ar^'^^atoatly  poor  aiiinuds,  much  smaller, 
and'.sli^ter  iba%  t^ian'ouiv,  and,  .aa  you-  may  conceive, 
ln«£h  oat-ofcaaditlon;  Nearly  oBt-ttiiMl  of  them  taken 
laatoeame  backs..  Bttch.'was  tfa«  superiority  of  our  dragoon. 
Ikn-ses  is  stveogthia^ctabtrMty,  diat  they  absolutely  over- 
tiima],Bnd  rode  tAait  M  ttii|enemy:  d<iwn,  ))kie  at  many 
dcittleaon  a  faqvling-gtaaB.^  Thei<6l  is  One  article,  bow*- 
,  ever,  of  these  prisoners'  dress  which  I  must'  not  omit  to 
notice  to  you,  it  is  the  helmet,  which  is  excellent.  It 
ia  of  the  i>ld  Kooaaa  shape,  witii  a  high  ti-estyfivm  which. 
ha«gs«qdaalitjri*f  biacki.bdnehaai;  TbK  co'mpositioa c^ 
iti;iai»itrei!g.piaM  o^Ulas  j.  and'  i  bnte-BOW  in  my  poy- 
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■session  oiw ^beacing  tk«  mnlu  of'  iou'r  iabi/e ■■  eats,(|<ibt' bne 
Jofwtiidh  tad  peoetcat^d  toi-tbe  ^Ip  beaatti.'Jaie^  I 
>h4vkexaaii98dalUlie!wautid(d'<ritliiait«iition;tii|Afiw),^h(t 
-«hil«ouraMpai*ilioit4k»petately  waiiiided&biwt'dkebie 
mbd  bead> there  isnota^un^  {>enolitMBib>t'<kkp^E.t)na 
*be  hairy  iealp.  You  'peroeSfewtet  an  jUoKfaiBfdtaib- 
.'tage  tbii  gii^n  tli«'w«ner  ot-tiMiDal,'  gyer  Ihs  wbaier  df 
'a'fur  cap;;  and  I  do  ho^  :thdt  tliis  a^  iaahion  may  be 
laid  aside  immediately.  Many  of  the  Frencfai  «n  >ttie 
other  hand,  are  in  a  deplorable  condition,  from  the  effects 
oftbeveather-  I  have^uttkeicboatt  ripped  from  jft&y, 
who  hat!  npt  bieen  able  .'t(>  take  them  »0f:for  a  week..  TUit 
&et  are  iq  aetata  of  iQoaq^te ntatificatittt.  .         

,,  YoiLnm;  hence  judge  nf  the.ttoats  of  lilt  lint  ihinli>. 
,i^rise^  the  Fvenohaswy/  ',f  Monitwb  MedtciniiioustJunfi- 
roMs  tci  tif  ^ugfugne  Qwiwrte  -iia:  nouchm"  vas  tlw  aosii^cr  I 
/received,  from  one  of  these  poanwretehea,  a.ooneript  df 
six  jneaths,  itheo  iaquiring  of  the  geneirad  itale  of  tht 
^reifph  wmy.  Yet,  in  apa<le  of  tbeii'  iniaery,  it'ia  «• 
l«i}i<hji)g,tQ  ««e.the  thoiightleaaocasand  gailety  which  fti* 
Tails  amcaig  tbem.  ' 

,  ■       .)      '.     '.  ill    ■ ■■:.-'■■         :i    1,       ::    :i  :     ■   ...    : 

;  Tbfixe  )« l^K»  largeu  Benedict  aaaveat.  In  4i»  at 
the  refectories  are.  conintd  abdut  one  hundred  ptiamttt*, 
Tbes*  wen  ace^  at  tU  iidment  acting  a  danciog  aaicnbty  i 
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MW  ^lk>ir  hw  got  ft.  fiddle,  aootbfer  perfonns  the  part  of 
m&pter  of  ti^-aeteaiotumr  tbe.'rest  are  patitt  -mmirett  or 
griKtta;  an<i.  a  i^artl^cfias,  MiOF  has- jut  >^tunie4  ifom 
tbtfciee,  atanrat  ^e, "thpt' jMBDjr  af::the  slight^  wounded 
am  figuriDg^avay  In  minaets.  and  ^to^,  as- if  they  were 
daji^Ug  dii— Llm  in  tilt  ltey>da)r  of  tbe  vintage  in  the 
aiiiijM  atiFtancel.  WoadeHM'paaptet-What  a  singnlar 
sttntnfet  do  you  larat: ta  thift  ttat,  gliding  alohg  with  mea- 
8iii!ed:it^>a,.»iuffladl  io:f^.d<chQco]3)ie>aoloured  cloaks  and 
ignotenk  leaps,  'or'Sttuiding^  for-houi^  iMtieath;  ^  dismal 
(idEaa,  ■faro6diBg 'over  the -iiatioaalc^mities.- 


Tiib  itetnooncfdsrsrti^e  iuufed  i^  the  Codnaander-in- 
CUiief,  fttthe  vhoia  arbiy 't«t:pMceed  from-tfais.plaGe,  aqd- 
tlK.acyomingca<)tbnrae)its," at  eight  ufdocK  in  the  even- 
ing, to  WtacK  the  eSneniy^i  posts  st  the  bridge  of  Carrion. 
OrdefS'liad:pitiviou8ly':beeb;giVen  to- procure  hospital  ac« 
aontipodatioaa  fei.  two.faiiiidrcd  men'  a>  the  jBen^dictiBe 
acnv«ot|.  ThawmjilwdakiUielliEfarat^inta,  attl)eidea 
4f-;0IH;oN9^itf^..tbe''enciiiy,  aind  iMd.-tlinAd.  out  snder 
atfms,  adiAe  corpsj  -Indeed,-,  .were  alreadyoU  their  march. 
If helx  Of dSrf:  .wtre  jsoei-vdd  -for'  the  trottps'  to  ret«n>  t»  their 
%a«teth,:  .Xhisthttw.  b  .tad  dant^  'km  bbthi  aA<iers-«(id' 

,  Vaiiqua  r«*wtac  ue,  at.presiiit.  asagned fer  -thili  Bte{v 
H  m2 
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the  most  probable  Thich  X  have  heard  is,  that  as  Sir  iFohn 
>vas.  about  to  mount  his  horse,  an  oflEksei-  arrived  from  the 
MaJCqais  de  ta:  Bomanalat  MaociUa,  ^itfa  a  letter;  saying, 
that  the  French  were  advancing  rapidljr  fay  forced  marches 
£roDi  Madrid,  to  get  to  Beneveote,.:aad  cutofF  our  re- 
treat. It  is  added  also,  that  tttc  ibrce  omIct  MarsM 
Soult,  vliich  w^  at  first  stalled  aboat  sixte«i  thousand,  is 
now  known  to  be  above  twooty  thouaand  ;  and  thatra^- 
forcements  are  on  their  way  to' Join  Him,  from  Paloicia. 
We  have  therefore,  you  perceive,  nV)t  a  moment  to  lose*' 
and  I  suppose  we  shall  commoiee  our  retreat  towards  As^ 
torga  to-morrow  morning. 

The  Spaniard  in  whose  house  I  am  at  present  billeted,  is 
a  poor  man  apparently,  but  one  of  the  idcalde,  and  by  trade 
a  baker.  He  tells  me.  that  two  days  before  our  arrival, 
he  had  been  to  a  town  a  ftw  leagues  to  the  eastward,  called 
Saldanha,  where  Soult's  head-quarters  then  were,  in 
eompftny  with  soine  other  inembers  of  the  magistracy,  to 
vut  apod  his  Excellency,  and  state  the  extreme  poverfy 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  diflftculty,  and  even  ntoral' 
impoMibtlity  there  was  of  their  complying  with  his  requi- 
^tion  of  rations,  for  twenfy-four  thousand  men,  for  three 
days.  The.  Duke  of  Dalmatia,  he  says,  received  them 
4«ith  great  formality,  but  on  the  whole  civilly.  In  reply- 
.to  tbek  talq  Of  poverty  and  distress,  he  told  them  that  the 
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cations  mult  be  forthcoming,  coute  qui  couU :  that  he  was 
determined  to  use  them  well>  if  they  complied  with  a  good 
grms  with.his  denuiivd ;  but,  that  if,  telying  on  the  assist- 
ance: oftbe  Btitisfa,  they  offered  to  shew  any  contumacy, 
he  would  soon  bumble  them.  After  haranguing  to  them 
ftuisoiiie 'time,  during  which  he  spoke -of  the  humane  in- 
t<pition8i<rf  the 'Great  Napoleon,  the  gigantic  power  of 
Fnuice,  oC  the  (MMrer  of  the  British  navy,  and  the  debi- 
lity (tf  her  land  forces,  he  dismissed  them.  On  returning 
here,  they  found  a  body  of  eight  hundred  cavalry,  sent 
ever  by  Soult,  to  assist  them  in  collecting  the  flour  and 
fonge  from.' tbe  neighbouring  hamleto;  and  they  bad  col-' 
Icictied' aome  part  of  the  supplies  when  we  entered  the 
tcnni. 

We  had.  therefore,  the  advantage  arisiiq;  from  these 
TigOFons  measni^s,  for  n^hing  can  exceed  the  difficulty  of 
getting  4ti0ir  Juntas  tio  comply  with  any  request.  This  I 
had  mi  opportunity  -ef  -experiencing  this  morning,  when 
making  sqme  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  the  proposed 
general  hospital.  I  found  the  Benedictines  very  civil,  and 
4ready  to  gmnt  every  thing  in  their  power  to  ^ve  or  pro- 
cure. On  statfaig  te  one  ^  titem,  the  difiGculty  I  experi- 
-enf^d  in  my  dealings  witb  tSie  ^nta^ — "  "^y  g«od  friend,*' 
ttid  the  crafty  old  monk,  **  you  Englufh  are  too  good- 
tempered  with  these  countrymen  of  ours  ;  they  will  do 
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■  nothing  without  compulsion.  You  ought  alwoyn,  when 
you  inake  a  requisition,  to  threaten  them  with  a  haltw.  If 
your  demands  are  not  complied  with  in  a  given  time. 
Pull  out  your  watch,  and  put  a  rope  round  one  of  their 
necks,  and  I  wUI  pledge  my  existence  you  will,  hewr  be 
disappointed;  bnt,  iitieei,  mi  iutn  Aa^a,  your  English 
Generals  are  too  good-tempered :  If  th^  keuld  mily  adopt 
the  French,  mode  of  .talkjing  to  them,  yox  would  not 
now  be  in  abeolate  wapl  of  bread  ftir.  yo«  jtooi  aoldiere." 

I  shall  not  stop  to  inquke  whether  the  Benedictine's 
reasoning  be  «jeU  founded  or  not;  all  that  I  can  assare 
yo»  B„  that  their  (Kmreat  h<ae  is  a  ireiy  large  &»  BuiUt: 
ing,  containing  sixty  fellows  as  fet  as  Hampshire  hog^ 
wMe  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  are  meagre-,  sallow  devils, 
shivering  in  the  cold,  and  starving  on  gaspacho.  Ttis. 
dilferenee  arises  ftom  w>tting  t>ut  i)»)  (i%!rtii«w  empko'-f 
ifent  of  the  saine  eostR^m .' .  If;tfce,F«B«h.ty»flny  bft 
the  terror  of  the  ^rewd.c!ina)ii^,  thei»  is  that  of  helU  . 
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LETTER  XLVI. 


1  ijffRlSTMXV  BTt»^d'>AV fll'I^BR'AS'^^Ken  *FA-TA«W  «H  TUX 
littAD  X%9k  •M!AYQ]i0«;--04V^LEV  OF  V|1R  HApaiD  AnMY  AaRIYB* 

NEAR  TiLLALPANDD. {A^H^  O.F  THE    BPANIABIM. FRBNCa   PRO- 

f  LAHATlON.^RApiDlTY  OF    FRENCH    M0TEHENT8.— PROBULB  £F- 

'   '1^ECV  Dp  SIR  JOHM  MOORE'S  MARCH  to' 8AHAGI;N; 


raUerti,  iHk  Deeanttr,  1801. 

*  -HEAxveftre' in'TaHitetreat;  ^pendMg  a  most  melan- 
<Wjr  Cdnstmas  eveningl  •  I  wish  I  oDuld  tnuisport  my- 
Bftllr  from  tliis  mi»enh\6ira»fro  to  your  cdmlbrti^ie  blaeing 
Devonshire  fire  :  the  dust  and  fiHMS  bi  the  charcoal  are 
enough  to  suffocate  one.  But  to'  Mtnm  to  my  naii 
latire.     ■  ■■  >  s   ■ 


Yesterday  morning  I  was  ordere*  to' »et  AS  with  the 
wounded  English  and  French  prisoners,  who  were  placed 
hi  covered  'iraggons,  partly  lieloDgihg  to  the  waggon  iiiin, 
«ii  partly  to  file  pe(^1e1iere.    The  eighty'^&rst  regiment 
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and  tiro  medical  officers  were  to  escort  them,  and  about 
one  o'clock  we  proceeded  Awards  Mayorga,  which  we 
reached  late  in  the  evening. 

In  the  course  of  yestenlay  it  commenced  thawing,  and 
this  morning  the  snow  was  almost  gone.  As  the  divisions 
of  the  army  quitted  Mayorga  it  began  to  rain  mo  s  fii- 
riously,  and  it  has  continued  to  do  so,  without  intermis- 
sion, all  day.  W»  came  hithcx  by  fb^  rigl«t  bank  of  the 
fiver,  whereas,  in  advancing,  we-  teofc  the  left.  The 
country  around  consists  of  a  deep  loam,  and  the  snow, 
and  thaw,  and  rain,  have  already  made  the  roads  two  feet 
deep  in  day.  Nothing  can  be  worse  for  the  poor  men,, 
not  to  mention  the  hoises. 

. ,  Arriving  here,  soaked  with  rain,  it  .was  with  .t^.grei^est 
difficulty  that.  I  ootid  g^t;  into  a J)ciuse.  .i^^^eqgth, 
bowever,  I  succeeded-  -  Xhefs  are.  tbfee;  geDtfemeo,  b«T 
sides  myself,  in  the  aftortnipnt  in  whichi  I  now  write.  The 
CMoabare,  it,- ii^  mid,,  closest  our  be«lsr  Alrea^  .theca^ 
valry  of  the  Madrid  army  have  got  near  to  Villalpaj^o, 
which  is  only  four  leagues  from  hence.  The  people  are 
in  the  greatest  akM'ck'  .        ' 

.:  I  have  just  s^n  a  printed'  proclamation,  addressed  to 
theinhat>itatits,af  the:nlhig^,  whs  afe^%iiig«ttbf  fif- 
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pmtieb  of  the  VteOek.  %nry  a^umntt  is  nod  tocabi 
theirappieheinioas.  Tbey  an  toU,  that  if  tbcy  remaia 
qidttih  tfaar  boases,  ot  will  Ktianispeeciil^,  no  Ilanii  ifaoU 
belli  tbiem  ;  bat  ottttrwiae,  tini  hoiues  and  geedb  tiiU  be 
coafscat^,  vitboftaay  exct[ttion.  . 

Observe  with  how  much  art  the  French  make  use  of  the 
press  here,  "  They  are  come,"  they  say,  '*  to  free  Spain 
from  a  tyiunnical  aristocracy,  and  a  fanatic  priesthood." 
In  short,  they  promise  every  thing — quite  another  golden 
age.  You  will  remember  what  I  told  you  of  the  Gua- 
darama  mountains.  Notwithstanding  all  the  nonsense 
which  the  Spaniards  had  told  us,  of  the  excessive  depth 
of  the  snow  there,  and  the  impossibility  of  bringing  an 
army  across  at  this  season,  the  French  have  accomplished 
it,  and  apparently  with  ease. 

This  rapid  and  extraordinary  movement  confirms  an 
observation  made  by  Bonaparte  to  his  troops,  after  the 
battle  of  Austerlitz:  "Soldiers!"  said  he,  "you  have 
conquered  the  Austrians  by  your  legs ;  when  they  be- 
lieved you  were  still  at  Ulm,  they  found  you  under  the 
walls  of  Vienna." 

1  know  not  how  fiu-  we  are  to  retreat.  Report,  at  pre- 
sent says  only  to  the  mountains  behind  Astorga.    At  any 
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rate  this  movement  of  Sir  John's  must  do  a  great  deal  of- 
good,  as  it  wilt  serve  to  divert  Bonaparte  from'  his  march 
towards  Badajos,  and  the  frontiers  of  Portugid.  IT  the 
Spaniards  can  make  any  exertions  in  Andalusia  and  Aira- 
gon,  now  is  the  time.  But  I  am  sadi|r  tired,  and  nlust 
conclude^    Adieu. 
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LETTER  XLVU. 

lIBOTBHAHT-CENERALi    HOFB   AND    FRASEr's  «ITI8I0NS  QPIT  TALDE- 
,    RAS. — DILEHUA    OCCASIONED    BY    TtfE    COKDUCT    OF    THE    8PAM8H 

VTAGGONERS. ALARM  CAUSED   BT  THE  APPROACH  OF  TUB     FRENCH 

-  PlCtET».<-^f6COKDUCT  OF  lOVS  TROOPI  (Hf  CHRISTMAS  BTEMIXO. 
— TALRHCIA  OB'DON  JUAH.— FORD  OVER  TUB  RIVER  EZtA.— ROIHS 
OF  DON  JUAN's  castle — MURDER  PERPETRATED  THERE.-^HUHA- 
NITT  OF  AN  ENGLISH  SOLDIER. — VILLA  MANIAHA. — MARCH  TO 
POIfTI  DEL  ORRIGO.-— ARMY  OF  BOMANA. 


.      .    .  Poale  del  Oritgo,  96th  Dteemher,  1806. 

I  REsuiiE  my  narrtltive,  my  dear  friend,  after  a  very 
fettguing  wetmarch,  knowing  my  detaiU  will  be  most  in- 
teresting to  you. 

Eady  on  the  morning  of  the  36kh*  the  davt«iona  gX  our 
troops  und^  the  commai^  of  LieutenAnt-tGeaerals  Hope 
and  Fraser,  quiUed  theur  quDfters  at  Valderaa  to  proceed 
■to  Benevente ;  and  I  repaixed  to  the  iMitpital,  to  get  my 
■unfortunate*  chaise  put  on  the  vaggont,  and  see  them 
again  in  notion^    Having  amused  ^wry  thing  relative 
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to  their  food,  &c.  and  placed  several  of  the  Worst  cases 
in  covered  spring-waggons,  belonging  to  the  waggon  train, 
we  found,  to  our  great  confusion  and  dismay,  that  the 
other  covered  waggons,  which  had  been  given  up  by  the 
Commissariat  for  the  accommodation  of  the  sick,  were 
not  forthcoming.  On  going  to  the  spot  where  they  bad 
been  placed  the  preceding  evening,  under  the  care  of  a 
subaltern's  guard,  1  discovered  that  those  wretched  anti 
mals,  the  Spaniards,  to  whom  the  waggons  belonged,  had 
•bocondadin  ithe  night,  taking  with  them  aU  the  jnules 
and  harness,  and  leaving  the  waggons  to  their  &te. 

You  may  conceive,  for  1  jiave  not  words  to  leo^press  (he 
indignation  which  I  felt  at  this  conduct  of  our  noble  and. 
generous  allies.  As  for  poor  Major  •  •  •,  he  did  nothing 
but  execrate  and  groan,  in  quick  succession ;  while  the  un- 
l>rtunat«  yauuglrish  ailbaitiim.  who  ha«l  ith«  chaagt  of 
thegaacd,  ihad 'bis  foil  stareoFicfiio^,  for  can£diig«a 
much  to  the  honour  of  the  Spaniards., 

'  While  the  'Major  was  gaUopingiibont,  .enOeaTCaning  to 
^x)llect  'SD«e  'carmgn,  I  ntnraed  to  my  quadtters,  to 
'hsMenitbt  akpntHKtifmyifaaggagemula.  The  Spasiank 
were  every  mavtat,  loaning  lotD'tkettiMiB  fnmtfae  direo 
•tion  of  ViHaipando.  annoonciag  itbat  the  f  muth  would 
lKatVatda<aswitkiii«i<ln>in'.    linndtbeRuneoafttw 
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boow-maiing  tiw  ttir  witb  tieir  «l»ie)u.  Th^  fleir  t9 
lae  tbt  SKMiMnt  J  «»t4r«d  the  4oor,  to  lw»w;if  ^  French 
mmj  in*  Mali/  4)ppK>««|iii)g>  While  J  wiu  lendeaTouriiy 
to  itUajr  th^sf>pEeliemiaBii,  a  Spaniml  snivied,  sobbing 
and  libdiiMnng,  .Qm  bmriog  ijxfi  rnait'*  Me>  .th<eir  teacy 
and  criea  recommenced  vith  three-fold  violence,  and  th^' 
began  to  implore  me  to  escort  them  to  the  stranger's 
iiouse.  I  could -not  lUnderstsjod  the  .reason  of  ibis  extra- 
toidinary  reqnest,  till  mjr  serrant  infvnpfd  v^  tbat.son^ 
«f  our  aoUiers  iwere  phwdeoi^'thesbop  of  the  poor  mjUi, 
-who  was  «;  disAnt  nlation  nl  ths  young  JadiM,  to  ,oa^  of 
'whom  he  wae  soon  to  he  married. 

The  poor  giti  entreated  I  me  with  so  ;ii(tuchearaestne^  tp 
■accompany  then  to  the 4iaiue  inqueation,  tbat<  mi«ieFal4e 
>as  i  ma  aboat  tbe  aitoatioa  of  my  owar  icbaige,  \  OQutd  not 
-nsist:  her  petition.  '  Oa  gbiag  tUtber,  J  obnned  tlhat  .tl«e 
-door  of  his  'dbdp  Ihad  ibeen  tested,  and  aevtnd  aftiqles, 
such  as  hats,  stockingi,  &c.  ihad  /faesn  esiried  off.  lie 
then  dragged  me  up  stairs,  when  1  found  that  a  Serjeant 
•and some  other  misoreants,  beloogiag  to.  the  •••*•• 
regiment,  bad  been  quartered  time,  aad  had  kiitdlnd  .an 
immense -fire -in  the  midst  lof  tike  .floor,  (thftroonts  herea?e 
ell  paved  «ith  itile^  and  Jiad,  srHiiout  bestetton,  .b<wi|t 
Jbeds,  >  chairs,'  curtains,  -tahlts,  iwindaa-ishiisliters,  ^and  «r4>7 
-aili<))e,'i»*lto(t,iiniUK  •oaittdtkaitfiOulil.iiNrn.    .l«aw  the 
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yelrqnes  of  this  Christmas  Wdnfipe,'  arid  ■aid  only  surprised 
that  they  had  not 'burnt  the  poor  mai'i  house  to  the 
ground.  In  this  room  we're  two  large  trunks,  (where  now, 
as  in  the  days  of  Gil  Bias,  they  still  keep  erery  article)  i 
tlie  locks  or  tlwse  were  forced,'  and  hilfthE'  coateots  pil- 
laged. '  '  ■;.■:.■..'. 

■  I  never  felt  so  much  ashamed  of 'niy  countryinen  as  ak 
this  moment.  I  learnt  that  thegfe  -  unfeeling  fellows  wore 
the  Highland  kilt ;  but  they  were  gone.  I  should,  I  fear, 
-have  been  rash  enough  to  hare  giveii  way"*td  the  firet  iia- 
pressions.  I  had  nothing  leftj  but  .to  asanie  the  poor  man 
that  I  would  acquaintoneof  our  Generals  with  the  outrage, 
who  would  not  fail  to  punish  the  culprits  iti  an  exemplary 
manner;  andj  add^,  that  be.  eboutd,  be  reimbursed,  if 
possible','  to  the  full  amount  ofi  his  loss:  I  did,  indeet), 
make  known  the  circumstance  to  an  officer  of  cankimm^ 
diately  afterwards,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  SeFr 
jeant»«*'lia»  met  with  his  deserts.  i 

On  returning  to  the  hospital,  al^rs  had  not  mended. 
'  Luckily  a  gentleman  belonging  to  the.  commissariat  w^ 
passing,  with  a  convoy  of  unloaded  mul^s.  On  my  making 
known  the  cause  of  our  distress,'  fa£  gav6  mc  eight..  o(  ten 
of  these  animals,  with  their  drivers,  irho,  he  said,  were 
trust-worthy  men.     I  bad  all  the  sick. and  wouoded  Bd- 
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tbb  either  placed  in  tbe  waggons,  or,  if  able  to  ride,,  od- 
the  qiules ;  and  leavii^an  hospital-mate  with  the  wounded 
French,  together  with  a  captain's  guard  .of  the  eightjr- 
first,  which  Major  W  •  •  •  ordered  to  remain, .  and,  if 
possible,  bring  all  off  before  the  French  pickets  entered, 
^e  ^t  off  for- Valencia  de  Don  Juan.  .Owing  .to  the  delay 
occasioned  by  this  unfortunate  affur,  it -was  late  and  dark' 
before  we  arrived  at  Valencia.  We.got  the  poorsuk-put: 
into  an  hospital,  and  provided  with  tbe  necessary  itfresb-i 
ments.  Valencia  itself  was  almost  literally,  deserted  by. 
its  magistiacy  and  inhabitants.  Only  one  man. of  apy 
property  was  left,  from. whom  we  obtained  aome  bread  and- 
vine  for  the  sick, '  on  ■  giving  the  necessary  receipts.  Ai 
benevolei>t  Spaniard  opened  his  hospitable  door  to  myself 
and  companion,  and  we  put  up  our  horses  in  bis  stable. 
The  French,  we  were  informed,  were  expected  here  im— 
mediately. 

Sir  I>avidTBaijrd,witti  the  brigade  of  guards  iiadalready< 
crossed  the  river  dwiog  tbe.atftn»«iB>  after  hariag  dfaira.> 
nttions  here,,  for  the  »f^  of  l^senii^  the  sapply  for  the. 
pnnuiog  eneq^.  The  poor  iSpAniaid  and  his  wife  in-> 
creased  their  little  fire,  and  cooked  us  a  morael.  of  bacon, 
rincb,  although  fried  in «iU„.)rDS  gtat^ul  to.i)s,  and  890D: 
afterwards  I  threw  myself  on  the  top  of  amisenMeitnxAte 
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bed,  t  bdd  not  teerf  twenty  fiiiittitei  ift  thial  litwtiiMi, 
when  tliie  harsi)  nottsf  of  ai  bagte  sfatck'  me  start  ftdm 
my  caiich,  vHh  aifnost  a»  tnvcln  bettot  m  KeknJite,  in 
fticbard. 

Wa  lo«t'  ho  iuM,  you  msy  eoncelv*.  hi'  sirfcllin^  061* 
boraes,  and  getting  the  wounded  hurried!  intd  tbewaggom, 
and  sent  oS  to  the  fbrdaMe  p«rt  o^the  titer.  Tll#  Mght' 
was  misty  mi  coccetsively  dark,  and  St  fro«e  severely. 
Nothiflg  could  be  mow  dreary  ajtd  uilpleasartt.  The 
doMrfsd  etraets  ot  Vabncia  aent  tuek  a  thoUsaAd  *CIio«« 
tb  eviety^dbiillMge  ot  ottr  jewtrie^.  I  never  «^  taOft. 
tttipted  to  regret  my  destiny  than  at  this  momenll. 

'  Going  toitttrds  tbe  riy^t,  as  the  thick  mists  Boated 
slowly  along,  nty  eye  couM  just  trace  the  huge  mas^ 
towers  of  the  castle  of  Don  Juan,  frowning  froia  a  high 
rock  over  the  Ezla.  My  imagination  carried  me  back  in 
a  mament  for  thiee  Mttturies.  t  btieiti  t  heard  the 
shritkt  o(  tbt  imfurtiimtle  Dm  Joa»,  whose  giiards  were' 
hanryiog  Mm  to  tb«  Oiiip  Of  the  ftta)  tbWer.  I  even  steMed' 
ter  prefer  that  {nnnocle  ft«fii  vMnee  he  w«g  pr^c^itated.' 
The  prosentmomeut  of  nMAlght  Seemed  most  fit  for  such' 
an  uudeHaking,  oadth*  woid*  Of  the  poetess  rtishtd  faS 
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"  Fate  aits  on  tbese  dark  baUleiDente,  and  firowiu^ 
And^  88  the  portals  open  to  receivemc, 
Her  TOice  in  mllbn  echoes  thfwightjie  courts  - 
Tells  of  a  nameless  deed."* 


I  starMt  from  my  Fererie  as  a  a^ reech-ovl  bo^e4  ftont 
ose  of  the  loop-holes  of  the  ca&tle,  ajid  pocked  my  rowl 
t9  the  bulks  of  the  river  fjzla.. 

About  half  a  o^le  ityrt^'  dovn^  ve  r^athtd  die 
ford.  This  is  formed  by  two  narrow  banks  of  sNogks, 
proceeding  from  the  opposing  banks,  and  wbich>  joining 
in  the  middle  of  the  stream,  form  an  angle*  that  r^tders 
the  passage  very  dangerous,  particularly  at  o^t.  A  Ser- 
jeant's guard  had  been  left,  on  the  opposite  bu^,  to  Mswt: 
the  wagons  and  eighty-first  rf^j^iment  in  pq^g ;  .th^ 
hfMl  orders  to  buttle  two  ,ierry*fooats  whit^h  «ttll  rofiu»ia«d 
opposite  the  old  CfuUe.  wheoerer  the  party  had  passed. 
On  hearing  us  approach,  they  kindled  a  fire  irith  some 


*  During  tlie  war  oanied  on  botwaen  Ferdinand,  Prince  of-Arragon,  and 
Alphonso  thFifth  of  Porlogal,  for  tbe.  crovn  of  Castile,  the  ownex  of 
this  castle,  Don  Juan  d'Acugua,  having  espoused  the  caose  of  the  Portn- 
gnoe  monarchi  was  seised  by  his  own  cousin;  Don  Juan  de  Roble,  aii<f 
thrown  headloiig'from  the  top  of  bis  ca«t4e  ialtf  4hfi  rirs  Grift.  BiDlite4ha«| 
deliycred  it  into  the  power  of  Ferdinand. — D'OWeaps'  Revolalions  iTEf 
pagnci  Uvrt  ix.  ...  ;     -  ■  ■  ■ 
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rushes  and  grass :  but  the  wind  and  mist  soon  extinguished 
it.  A  Spanish  maleteer  was  now  dispatcKedj  at  our  re- 
quest, from  the  oppositQ  bank,  to  guide  u^  -over  the  ford. 
The  poor  man  was  mountecl  on  a  mule.  When  near  the 
centre  of  the  stream  the  animal  tripl,  and  taking  fright, 
began  to  plui^  so  violentiy,  that  the  Spaniard'  was 
il^dwtibtFliiMJtl^'^fee^  water,  and  oirriwl  ^wri  by  tfee 
current,  which  is  very  rapid-.'.  We  heard  his  cries  for  sbiAe 
time.  An  English  soldier  had  run  to  his  assistance,  and 
subceidtd  in  puMing-  the  pa(M-  ieltow  out  just  ax  he  was 
am^ing:--'.      ■•■'..■■.■■;'■-■■- 

'  fberfrerwto  rising  irapldly,  from  the  melting  of  the 
snow4  on"  ttie  mountains.  An  officet'  coming  up,  who 
iitieW  4he  direction  olf  the  ford,  gave  me  some  assist* 
dHat^.  '•  I  got  dch>33,  however,  with  difficulty  ;  but  did  not 
«i^p^  a  sevcFfe-  wetting.  The  wa^ns  with  the  sick  sol- 
diers followeii;  aad  as  I  passed  the  middle  of  the  river, 
I  sa^  several  ba^age-waggons  broke  down. 

Quite  rigid  with  cold,  I  rode  on,  but  owing  to  the 
fog  I  missed  ray  road,,  and  proeaeded  to  Vtlla  Bol, 
where  I  procured  a  guide  to  conduct  me  to  Villa  Ma- 
aiana.  Here  the  skk  were,  accommodated  in  a  monas- 
tefy  belonging  to  softie  Carmelite  friars.  The  town  and 
surrounding  villages  were  filled  with  Sir  David  Baird's 
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divieidn,  vlio  had  taken  a  niute  across  the  country  train, 
Sfihagun  to  Vatent(a.  .      ; 

This  morning,  the  28th,  Sir  David  Baird's  division 
moved  off  to  so«e  viltagn  four  leaguti  off,  and  the 
siek-Waggons  were  ordei-ed  to  ptocaid.  t»  Astoi^,  eight 
teaguee.  At-thistime  £  tearitti  that  on  the.  preoedngi 
day  the.  Bzia  faad.ihcteaied^ao^mmbby  the  iwi  attil 
diettftig  l}f  th«  taow,  as^t&faa  nio,  famger  ferdaUt;' 
The  '  nuMl)ei>  of  skk  b»ng  augmented'  t>y  :tbaa>  6{ 
Baird's  divisiwii  Itbtcamen^colitary,  atiViila  iMamana, 
to  {>racui«.Sdhie4idditioi)til^v«ggcm>  {r6m:  the;  tntniiis-i 
sariat.  bjie«'-waini  «ets  the'  wniy  coAvoyianoit  ithiilh 
cobld  be  prdtnitied.  Th«  WHocln  -mit  Inairiy.  ^trses 
^iit  «>h«n'we  gottheiti,  and  all  kbpebtd  up'bsfoie.iceifaxft 
proceeded  tht^  lelgUeson-^tlit  .mad.' .  Xhekla^ srias/iuul 
commonly  wet,  aii^^«<«M«ibiiUgdal  A>  .pUncfe^Midil  the 
waggon  train,  and  leave  a  subaltern's  guard,  and  two  me- 
dical oflicers,  ta  pres^'oaeii,  attd  btio^  iifg  restaiiUetifflr- 
^atcl.  This  i&ys  inilFoll  bai  Meatbbwara)::!  eirerdiMs.: 
My  best  hbrs^  h  lieCeiiie  So  glHpd^XKlv :  ttmt  X  liaa .  (omMi 
to  leave  him  behind  at)  VilUi  ]lfel(iiuia«Mtk:niy.se»)tat,fob 
tint  purpose- <if  hd^ng  Kiiti  9(tM.,  ia  utder  ta  Bawnjri 
other  horse,  which  is,  1  fear,  nearfy;  iMfa-imnii.  I  btvr^ 
walked  the  greatest  part  of  six  leagues,  nearly  up  to  my 
kiiees  in  *aKri-Mow,iaiul  nnidi  JC  I  'Canaot  Jboowtiiin 
o  o2 
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purchasing  another  animal  to  carry,  imyftelf,  I  mu^t  ride 
the  mule,  and  in  consequence  abandon  a  great  part  of  my 
baggage,  on  the  road>  to  its  &te. 

'  On.  arriving  at  this  town,  .which  is  vithiii  two  leagues 
<lf  Astorga,  I.'foudd  it  'Occupied  by  the. army  and  head- 
qoa^^rs  of  the  Marqmis  de  U  SomaRa. ;  Typ  Spanish 
officers/ one  of  i^hom  speaks  French,  lare  in  this  house. 
Their  whole  amxy, '  he  tells^  me,  do^  not  ai&ount  to  ^ight 
thousand.  Tl^y  hare,  in  addition' to  th^r  pther  mi^otfr 
tunes,  a  most  malignAnt  typhus  feVet  ^agiilg  amount 
their  troops,  and  neariy  one^half  areuti  the  hospitals,  into 
which  they  said  sixty  or  seventy  daily;  ...Bpth  tjiese  q^- 
«rs  have  had  the  fever,  and  ^re;  now  farfropi  well^  Of 
their  sufferings  he  has  glVen  me:a  sad  picture,  which  I. 
know  to  be  but  too. true,  from  what  I  have. seen.  Thiey 
«b  U^rally  balf-4iaked.>and  hal^atacved.  ,  .^ 

>  The  Jtinbas,  speaking  generally,  are  .most  miserable  as-^ 
seiaA>lagm  of  ignorant,  ilUt^iate  mm»  and  possess  not  the 
talents  or  infbitBation  of  a  parish  vestry  in  £ngland.  Jjudge 
then  what  can  be  dooei  by  ^chuKn  against  the  immense 
means  of  an  eaemy«  eqimlly  distinguished  fpr  ta^t,  vi- 
gour, and  promptitude. 

'  1  have  taken  care  that  none  of  my  convoy  should  be 
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placed  under  the  same  roof  with  the  infiscted  Spaniards, 
and  shall  leave  this  place  early  to-morrow  morning  for  As- 
toi^.  I  hope  in  God  that  we  are  not  to  retreat  much 
further,  at  least  not  in  this  rapid  manner,  for  it  is  most 
dreadful,  puiicularly  for  the  sick.  Formerly  there  was 
some  remnant  of  the  humaue  spirit  ofchivalry  in  our  wars 
with  France  ;  now  there  can  be  none,  or  we  should 
leave  our  hospitals  behind,  to  the  faunumity  of  the  enemy. 
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FONTS  DEL  ORB  I  GO. —RASCALITY  OF  THE  BF4NUH  FEASANTKV.^AS- 
TORGA.— IMPEBIAL  GUARDS  DEFEATED  NEAR  BENETENTE. — GENE- 
RAL ORDERS  ISSUED  BY  SIR  JOHN  MOOBB.— MYSTERY  THROWN  OVER 

THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE    ARHY. — FRENCH  SYSTEM. TILLAGE  OF 

HANZANAL. TBB     HAUBEOATOS: CONJECTURAL    ORIGIN.— COR- 

TRA8T  OF  BARBAROUS  AND  CITILIZED  LIFE. — SIERRA  DE   FUEN    SE- 

TADON. — VILLAGE  OF  SEVADON. MOLINA  SECA. — FONFEURADA.— 

TALLBT  OF  EL  BIERZO.— REACH  CUBILLOB. 


Cubillot,  30th  December,  180S. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  I  left  Ponte  del  Orbigo. 
It  is  a  small  town,  situated,  as  the  name  denotes,  close  to 
a  lai^e  bridge  of  several  arches,  thrown  over  the  river 
Orbigo,  which  unites  with  the  Ezla,  and  after  a  consider-  . 
able  winding  course,  falls  into  the  Iverto  and  Duero,  about 
six  leagues  bektw  Zamora. 

On  getting  the  sick  and  wounded  placed  in  the  spring- 
vaggons,  I  found  that  the  rascally  Spaniards  had  again 
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given  u»  tfas  slip^  by:setttng  «fE  with.ajl  the  coinmioamfc 
nules.  It!  wtw  no  tiiil«  to  Kptns  ear  delay..  I.  setioff^ 
and,,  ahaal  iour  imiles  fjroin  the  tetvd  of  Orbigiii  suv  at 
•pme  AatdBce  fouc  boors  with,  oxen  wains .  I  scat  .same 
tltite  aoldion  iBto  thfe  6eM&  aAtr  tbam.  .  Thcjr  scioed 
(hi4e,  tbeifeaicth mi>i(iitad:hB car,. and, drove. oSluaoatUb 
at  full  gallop.  I  therefore  got  8ome.iaai«  of  the^poorfleU 
lows  placed  on  litters,  but  the  unfeebng  Spaniards  would 
not  pf»iCfie4  by  any  &re«  or  pecsuiisiaa.  At  length  fiivo 
sdarmpered  ofit  and  the  third  rei»aiii4d .  to  conduct  the 
wains.  I9  Ibii.  sbirk!  ite:ilMUihed  Astergni^.vlhaKi  J^ww  in 
iofet  to  bive  fiittnd  the  esil  of  my  day'i  jourocif  i  but 
<ta  ^eihg  an  officer  there  of  the  Quacterrn»ster>generaL'Bi 
department,  it  wad  decided:  that  it  wo,i^  be  better  ta 
carry  the  sick  oft  to  a  village  in  the  «iouatAvw>  called 
Manzaoal>  as  all  thd  hospitals  apd  coay^ts  in  A^pr^ 
were  crowded  with  thesiak:DfIloD>an^s>iFm^.,  After  haJtiK 
ing  at  Astorga  for  a  few  hours  to  exchange  some  of 
the  spring-waggons,,  vrliioh  b^d  .gi>t  out  ef  Tepair,  and 
get  some  necessaries 'fot.thfs  tick,  :1;  ^  off  Ux  Man^ 
zaualt  :■.'■■      :  ■    -  , 

Witli.tiienaoseof^tei^a  jlou  are  ftmiiliar/.  Poor  Gil: 
Bias  was,  yov  Eecoltact./.imp.ritioned  hece^  :aftfn  lua  es«apei 
fi:»»i  the  rofat>er$'  eave.  '  It  atwdsroo  a^mallpltiin,  at  thei 
foot;  of  a  HiDge  of  Ugh  moAutaids,  called  the  ^rra  de 
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Saadm.  It  is  surrounded  with  old  walls,  and  there  »re 
theruins.of  a  handsome  castle,  belonging  to  the  family 
of  the  Marquis  of  Astoria.  Beneath  winds  a  imall  river 
called  Tuerria.  There  is  a  cathedral  church :  the  Bishop 
is  suffragan  of  Compostella,  and  Astorga  was  once  called 
the  City  cf  PriaU,  from  the  number  of  them  that  had 
coUected  within  its  walls. 

'  Be  that  ias  it  majr,  here  X  found  several  regiments  be- 
longing to  General'  Hope's  arid  Fraser's  division,  who  made 
me  acquainted  with  an -action  which  had  taken  place  near 
Benevente  on.  the/preceding  day,  bet^^n  our  huseln  a^ 
the  chasseurs  of  Bonaparte's  imperial  guard.  Our  lads,  1' 
am  happy  t»  say,  gave  them  a  complete  drubbing,  and 
took  Upwards  of  seventy  prisoners,  among  whom  is  a  Ge- 
neral of  Division,  named  Le  Febvre,  the  Colonel,  and  some 
other  officers  of  the  Imperial  guards. 

Every  officer  seemed  anxious  to  learn  whether  Sir  John 
really  intended  to  retreat  beyond  the  mountains.  Those- 
of  General  Baird's  army  wlio  had  travelled  this  road, 
thought  that  we  would  certainly  not  go  beyond  Villa 
Franca,  near  which  place,  lam  told,  there  is  an  exceed- 
ingly strong  position.  Others,  however^  continue  to  assert 
that  the  whole  army  i»  to  retreat  to  Vigo.  An  acquaint- 
ance put  into  my  hand  at  Astorga  the  following  copy  of 
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General  Orders,  which  were  issued  at  Benevente  by  Sit 
John  Moore : 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

"  ffead-Quartertf  the.  S7,  1808. 
"  The  Commander  of  the  forces  has  observed,  with  concern,  the 
extreme  bad  conduct  of  the  troops  of  late.  At  a  moment  when  they 
are  about  to  come  in  contact  with  the  enemy,  and  when  the  greatest 
regularity  and  the  best  conduct  are  the  most  requisite ;  he  is  the  more 
concerned  at  it,  as.  til)  lately  the  behaviour  of  that  part  of  the  armj 
at  least,  which  was  under  his  own  immediate  command,  was  so  ex- 
emplary,  and  did  them  so  much  honour.  The  misbehaviour  «f  the 
troops  in  the  column  which  marched  by  Valderas  to  this  place,  ei- 
ceeds  what  he  would  have  believed  of  British  soldiers — it  is  disgrace- 
ful to  their.  Officers,  as  it  strongly  marks  their  negligence  and  inat- 
tention. The  Commajnder  of  the  forces  refers  to  the  General  Orders 
of  the  25th  of  October  and  the  llth  of  November;  he  desires  that 
they  may  be  again  read  at  the  head  of  every  company  of  the  army ; 
he  can  add.  notiiing  to  this,  but  his  determination  to  execute  them 
to  the  fullest  extent ;  he  cap  f^l  do  mercy  tawutb  Officers  who 
neglect,  in  times  like  these,  essential  duties ;  or  towards  soldier* 
who  disgrace  their  country  by  acts  of  villainy  towards  thjB  couptoy 
Ihey  are  aeut  to  protect.  The  Spanish  forces  have  been  over- 
powered, and  uptil  such  iitae  arthey  are  fe-assembled,  and- ready 
to  come  forward,  the  situation  of  this  annymmtbeardoous,  and 
Buch  as  to  call  for  the  exertion  of  qualities  the  most  rare  and  valu- 
able in  a  military  body.  These  are  not  bravery  alone,' but  patience 
and  constancy  lioder  fatigue  and  hardship,  obedience  to  command, 
sober  and  orderly  conduct,  firmne^.and  r^utionlp  fiy^^ty  diffcf  eet 
situation  in  which  they  may  be  placed.  It  is  b^  tjie  di^lay  ^f 
inch  qualities  only  that  the  army  can  expect  to  deserve  the  numeof 
soldiersjtbaitbey  can  beable  to  withstand  the  forcts  cppeeed  to 
p  p 
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thetn,  and  to  fulfil  the  expectations  o£thfiir  countrj.  It  la  inif  Oi* 
.  fcible  for  the  General  to  explain  to  bis  army  the  motites  of  the 
movementa  he  directs.  .The  CommaHder  of  the  forces  can,  how- 
ever, assure  his  army,  that  be  has  made  none  since  he  lefl  Saltunaaca 
which  bfi'did  not  foresee,  and  was  not  prepared  for;  and,,  as  far  as 
lie  is  a  j.udge,  they  have  answered  the  purposes  for  which  they 
were  intended.  When  it  is  proper  to  fight  a  battle,  be,  will  do  it.. 
and  he  will  chusc  ttle  time  and  phice  he  thinks  most  fit..  Tn  the 
iDGBii'tiine,  he  begs  the  officers  and'men  of  the  army  to^  attend  dili- 
gently to  discharge  their  parts,  and' to  leave  to  him,. with  the  Ge- 
neral Officers,  the  decision  of  measures  which  belbng  to  them  alone.. 
The  airmy  may  rest  assured  that  be  has  [lothing  more  at  heart  tfaao, 
ttieiir  hondufi  and' that  of  his  ormj." 

From  a  passage  towards  the  end,.  y.ou  will  obserre  that 
the  officars  have  begun  to^murmur  at  the  rapidity  of  oup 
retreat.  I  should-  tdl  you>  that  hitherto  the  greatest  mys- 
tery ha^  .been.sedulously-  tlirown  over  all  our  proceedings, 
which,  has  not  teaded  to  conciliate  Utemind&of'eiitheF  men 
or  ofiEUiers  towards  the  measures  of  our  Cbmraander-in^ 
Chief;  A- certain  degcee  of  secrecy  is  no  doubt  necessary 
and  highly  proper  on  many  occasions^  but  too  much  of  it 
is  genenally  offensive  to-  soldieps  <m  senrioe ;  and  it:  would 
be,  periiaps^  better  if  Sir  John  Moore  had  .steeredmore 
of  a  middle  course  in  that  respect.  You  know»  that  in 
t}ie  Freuch  army,  it  has  Utterly  been  the  £»hion.  to  act  on 
a  plan  directly  opposite ;  every  one  has  some  idea  of  the 
motives  of  his  actions,  and  is  therefore  more  j>rompt  in 
dcang  whatever  may  contribute  to  the  geneiai  gpod. 
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An  anonymous  author  has  stated,  that  "  vtcrecy  has  in 
all  Unies  been  considered  as  essential  to  the  success  of  mi- 
Ktary  operations ;  the  French  think  otherwise.  The  plan 
of  the  General  is  known  to  the  whole  army  :  the  soldiers 
being  almost  all  men  of  some  property,  rarely  desert  to  the 
enemy;  itisoonsequentlyverydifficultforhim  to  learn  what 
is  passing  in  the  French  camp.  The  French  liave,  besides, 
discovered  the  means  of  concealing  their  designs  without 
ihe~  tiresome  method  of-  secrecy.  The  ^General  has  no 
sooner  an  operation  in  view,  thantiu  whole -army- becooMs 
acquainted  with  it ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  numberless 
other'.  operattDns  are  spobsn  of.  In  every  circle  of 
officera  andsoddiers,  thie  plans  are  discussed  and  ceMoaed 
pn,  objections  are  made,  and  new.  projects  Jnrnted.  Amidst 
a  crowd  of  false  obseiTatioits,  some  just  one$  .necessarily 
arise;  tliese  are  applaaded :  and  .thie  diiffcrenGe  of  situation, 
rank,  or  subordination,  is  no  hthdinooetoitbei^  reachii^ 
the  ears  of  th6  General.  .Whoi .  he  wfdks  thittugh  the 
camp,  or  visits  the  difieoeut  potts  on  a  march,  or  in  ao- 
tion,  ti  Bokdier  sajrsn— *  General,  if  we  vere  to  do  Suofa  a 
thing,  we  .should  beat  th^tse  b;— .*^^The  General  re- 
plies— '  F — -^,  you  are  in.  the.  rig^t*:  we  shall  beat  the 
Jhnperialists,'— «nd  either  hiinaelf  or  staff  make  use  of  the 
OJbtervation,  if  it  be  a  good  One.."^      ;       '.'   t    :  .  .     .  .  , 

-f T-< 1 — —r- .-      —1-1 i-, ;— -l 1*4-, -.4^ 

*  See  MiUtarj  Cfaaracterc  (tf  the  diSerent  Europatn  Annies.  LondcM,  1803.' 
p  p  2 
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I  bave  been  often  auuced  by  a  French  General,  *ho 
was  himself  on  th«  French  «taff  at  that  aHair,  that'the 
French  vfouW^jerlSinly  have  lost  the  battle  of  Bivoli,  but 
feragreaadier«iyiogOut  to  the  General — "  Moo.  General^ 
mby  don't  you  plaoe  three  guns  upon  that  height?"  It 
wa6  done,  and  changed  the  aspect  of  things  immediately } 
th«  Flinch  tiiking  fifteen  thousand  prisonen.  But  to 
wtuht.  After  a  ftirther  nlarcb  of  three  leagues  and  a  half 
from  Astorga,  I -re^hed  the  Maur^to  village  (rf  Han* 
Hnal>  vhere-1  halted  sly  c6nvoy  for  the  night. 

.  'In  the  cpnntryairouhd  ^torgs,  are  a  number  of  smali 
^iUages,.  remarkable  ais  being  inhabited  by  a  set. of  pet^le 
taUed/thit  Mauregatos,  who  possess  a  distinct  costumet 
K>d  di&rent  manners. from  the  surrounding  inhabitants; 
Their  origin  is  involred  in  a  considerable  degree  of  vbscu* 
jAty,  But.it  is  reooided  in  Spanish  histoiy,  that. Don 
Alon^o,  King  of  Leon,  who  reigned  about  the  middle  of 
the  c^hth  .centory,  .left/  an  illegitimate  son,  named  Man* 
•egdito.  Sonde  yens  afterwaids  his  grandson,  Don  Alonzft 
the  Second,  having  movmted  the  throne,  in  7te  thisMau- 
Mgato  ikaxted  up  as  a  pretender  to  the  crown  of  Leeni 
Abderameoes,  King  of  Cordova,  consented  to  assist  bim> 
en  condition  that  he  ihould  annually  receive;  for  the 
use  of  his  tetagUo,  a  hundred  Leonese  virgins  from  Mau> 
regato. 
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This  irtfiuaoua.trihute. having  beenpromised,  apowerful 
arDiy  was  ^ent  by  the  Moors,  and  Maurep.to  succeeded 
in  d^posiog  Aionzo,  who  fled  to  the  mountains  of  Biscay; 
Mfturegato,  in  recompence  to  the  Moorish  soldijers  who  ha^ 
assisted  him,  granted  them  a  tract  of  country.  It  hasbeea 
conjectured,  that  these  people  were  mostly  expelled  in  suct 
ceeding  ages  from  Leon,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  who- 
fled  to  the  mountains  behind  Ajjtorga,  where,  by  mewis  of 
intermarrying  with  each  other,  they  have  contrived  to- 
produce  a  distinct  rac^. — On  catering  ManzanaJ,  I  fownil 
the  village  in  an  uproar.  A  detachment  of  RomanaV 
army  had  ju«t  arrived,  and  v«re  billeted  upon  the  inhar 
bitants.  In  answer  to  a  general  inquest,  for  straw  an4 
fodder  for  the  mules,  the  Mauregato  women  replied  that 
they  had  none.  This  would  not  satisfy  the  Spanish  sol* 
diers,  who  were  breaking  open  the  doors  of  the  houses 
and  barns,  and  withdrawing  the  straw  by  fon)e.  Tfa^ 
women,  whose  husbands,  acting  as  muleteers  in  the  moonv 
tains,  or  sliepherds  of  the  Mesta^  are  generally  from  bome^ 
were  uttering  the  most  hideous  ^rieks,  and  attonptii^  to- 
defend  their  property.  The  Jula  came  running  to  request 
I  would  interfere  in  restoring :  tranquillity,  which  I  did  at 
spme  pergonal  risk.  However,  alter  receiving  sevteral 
blows,^  and  narrowly  escaping  the  stab  of  a  loiife^  wliich  at 
fellow  aimed  at  me,  I  .tiiought  it  better  to  leave  them  tv 
settle  their  own  qiurrelst    Having  placed,  the  sickin-tom* 
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houses,  I  succeeded  in  getting  into  a  wretched  cottage, 
where  were  several  poor  women,  belonging  to  the  guards; 
in  great  distress,  having  just  heard  that  their  brigade,  which 
ihey  had  left  at  Villa  Bol,  had  been  attacked  by  the 
enemy,  and  had  suffered  great  loss.  I  was  liappy  in  assur- 
ino  them  that  the  rumour  was  false,  and  that  the  cavalry; 
not  the  guards,  had  been  engaged.  In  thb  hovel  the  fire 
was  placed  in  the  centre  of  tlie  room,  and,  as  there  was  no 
chimney,  the  smoke  escaped  as  it  could  through  th* 
thatched  roof.  The  fuel  being  composed  of  wet  roots  of 
heath,  emitted  more  smoke  than  either  heat  or  light,  and 
offended  our  lungs  and  eyes  greatly.  By  means  of  en- 
'treaties  and  money,  I  succeeded  in  procuring  a  lamp,  and 
t  little  oil,  from  the  female  of  the  hovel.  She  produced  it 
with  'great  unwillingness,  saying  it  could  not  be  bought 
without  sending  to  Astoi^.  During  the  long  months  of 
winter,  the  inhabitants  here  live  with  no  other  light  than 
that  of  their  fire.  As  to  windows  in  their  hovels,  they 
have  none.  By  the  light  of  the  lamp;  I  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  contemplating  the  extraordinary  dress  and  dark 
countenance  of  the  Mauregato  family.  It  consisted  of  a 
tall,  ill-looking  woman,  and  three  wretched-looking 
ishildren,  two  of  whom  seemed  expiring  under  hectic  fever. 
THey  were  all  filthy  to  a  degree ;  their  hair  matted  aiid 
unoombed  ;  their  faces,  hands,  and  linen,  itppeared  tieve^ 
to  have  been  washed.    Around  the-.woman'g  neck  was  A 
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triple  row  of  large  beads,  and  medallions  of  saints^  and 
from  her  ears  depended  two  immense  hoop  rings.  The 
poor  creatures  did  nothing  but  shiver.and  sigh  over  the 
emben:  every  thing  around  bore  the  aspect  of  misery 
itself.  Never  was  a  finer  opportunity  for  a  philo^pph^r  to 
contrast  the  savage  with  the  civilized  state.  Could  Rous* 
seau  have  risen  from  the  grave,  he  ipust  hare  recanted 
his  sophistry^  and.  acknowledged  his  errors!  The, poor 
Englishwomen  and  their  children  appeared  like  a  race  of 
celestial  Houris,.  compared  with  the  Mauregato  fepiales. 

After  passing  an  indifferent  nighty  on  a  wooden  ma.^ 
chine,  formed  something  Ukc  a  garden-chair,  I  quitted 
Manzanal,.  and  proceeded  over  the  moimtains  towards 
Bembibre..  The  road,  which,  was  extremely  steep^  was 
fur  many  leagues  knee-deep  in  snow ;  and  it  was  with  the 
greatest  difficulty  I  was  able  to  gpt  through  it,  the  horse  I 
rode  having  been  knocked  up.  After  ascending  for  se-^ 
vera!  miles,  and  passing  the  Village  of  Sevadpn,  which  gives 
its  name  to  this  range  of  mountains,, we  reached  the-sum-- 
mit,  covered  with  thick:  clouds  and  drifting. snow,  through  ' 
which  we  waded  for  an. hour.  The  road  now  winds  down 
by.  the  edges  of  precipices,  and  the  most  stupendous  alpine 
crags,  amid  fastnesses  much  more  wild,  and  strong  than 
any  I  have  hitherto  seen,  even  in  the  mountains  of  Silesia^ 
or.  the  Alps  of.  Moldavia  and  Hungary. . 
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I  cannot  conceive  it  would  be  possible  for  any  invading 
army  to  penetrate  into  Gallicia,  if  these  passes  were  de- 
fended by  a  body  Of  brave  and  determined  men.  You 
Will  yourself  judge,  by  the  inclosed  sketch,  which  I  drew 
on  the  road  between  Sevadon  and  Molina  Seca.  At  the 
extremity  of  the  pass  of  Fuen  Sevadon,  I  passed  through 
Molina  Seca,  and  shortly  after  through  the  town  of  Ponfer- 
rada,  or  the  impregnable  bridge,  which  is  placed  on  the 
confluence  of  two  torrents,  and  commands  the  entrance 
to  the  mountains.  Here  are  the  ruins  of  an  old  castle, 
which  appears  to  have  been  formerly  exceedingly  strong. 
Quitting  Ponferrada,  I  soon  had  a  view  over  the  valley  of 
El  Bierzo,  a  fertile  tract,  shut  in  on  each  side  by  stu- 
pendous mountains,  and  finely  watered  by  a  branch  of 
the  Minho.  In  the  midst  of  this  vale  lies  the  town  of 
Bembibre,  where  I  had  intended  to  halt ;  but,  to  my  great 
'disappointm^it,  I  found  every  house  occupied  by  part  of 
General  Fraser's  division,  so  that  I  was  obliged  to  come 
<»i  to  Cubillos. 

Having  arranged  the  sick  in  their  quarters  for  the  night, 
I  got  a  billet  on  an  old  former  here,  who  is  tolerably  civil. 
Here  are  also  a  great  number  of  sick  belonging  to  Ro- 
inana*s  army.  To-morrow  I  proceed  to  Villa  Franca. — 
Adieu. 
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LETTER  XLIX. 


COBILUM  DESCRISED, — ROAD  TO  CACApflXOf  AND  TlLLk  FBANCA  UN, 
BIEBZO.— TAIXABSA   R I TEB.— CASTLE   Of  THE   tUt^QUll   OF  TILL! 

FRANCA. GENERAL    LE    rBRVRE. — ACTION    'nEAR     BENEVEMTB.— 

BA6GABE  TAEEN  NEAR  TALDERAS.— DBiTRDCTION  OF  AHHDNI- 
TION.— CBLBRlTr  OF  THE  RKtRMt.— SpRPllUB  AND  INCKKDVUtT 
OF  THE  SPANIAEIIB. 


Villa  Frgaca  del  Bierxo,  la  Jmuaty,  1809. 

YESTERDAY  morntlkg  we  .qvaited  the  viUaige  where  w^ 
bad  passed  the  night.  U  is  a  beautiful  spot,  seated  near 
the  foot  of  a  bill,  on  which  stands  an  old  coDrent,  com- 
manding a  view  over  the  surrounding  countiy.  which  is 
very  fertile.  The  road  descends  to  a  handsome  bridge,  of 
a  single  arch,  thrown  over  a  fine  river,  rolling  amid  rocks, 
and  woods  of  chesnut-trees.  Our  route  led  us  through  a 
country  fenced  with  hedges,  and  interspersed  with  corn 
and  turnip  fields,  till  Ire  reached  the  village  of  Cacabelos, 
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a  league  and  a  half  from  this  place,  celebrated  in  Gil  Bias, 
for  the  adventure  of  the  amorous  carrier  and  the  chaste 
Asturian.  From  thence  the  road  ascends,  and  conducts 
through  a  well-culfivated  country  to  Villa  Franca  Del 
Bierzo.  This  town  is  placed  in  a  Rttle  valley,  at  the 
bottom  of  some  very  lofty  mouotaios,  which  rise  almost 
•  perpendicular  towards  Gallicia.  Between  the  city  and 
these  mountains  runs  the  little  river  Valcarsa.  Here  is 
an'old  caatle,  belonging  to  the  Marquis  of  Villa  Franca, 
commanding  the  Gallician  Pass.  I  can  hardly  express  to 
you  how  delighted  I  was  on  reaching  this  place.  From 
Astorga  hither  we  havt  either  been  obliged  to  cut  our  way 
through  deep  snows>  or  wade  nearly  to  the  knees  in  mud ; 
and  my  horse  being  knocked  up,  I  performed  the  journey 
chiefly  on  foot.  The  soles  of  my  boots  are  now  worn  out, 
suid  I  am  almost  literally  barefoot.  On  waiting  on  Major 
Covejl,  of  the.seventy-sixt^,  the  Commandant  of  Villa 
Franca,  he  received  me  with  the  greatest  politeness  and 
hospitality  ;  and  by  his  kind  assistance,  and  the  exertions 
of  Mr.  D'Arcy,  surgeon  of  the  seventy-sixth,  I  had  the 
sick  placed  in  the  hospital  here,  and  made  more  comfort- 
able than  they  have  been  since  we  left  Sahagun.  The 
marked  attention  of  both  these  gentlemen  has  been  such 
as  I  can  never  forget.  Poor  Steele,  assistant-surgeos  of  the 
eighty-first,  who  wu  sent  on  with  me  from  Sahagun,  has 
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been  extremely  ill  with  dysentery  for  several  daya,  and 
will,  I  fear,  be  unable  to  proceed  any  fiirtfaer. 

'  I  vas  therefore  almost  overwhelmed  with  my  fatiguing 
duty  wben  I  reached  this  place  ;  and  know  not  how  I 
.couk)  have  got  oa  to  Lugo,  had  it  not  been  for  the  timely 
succours  of  Major'  CoveU  and  Mr.  D'Arcy. — All  this 
morning  Lieutenant-General  Hope's  division  has  been 
coming  in  from  Bembibre>  and  General  Eraser's  has 
gone  op. 

Captain  Wyndh^m,  Aldenlu-Cfimp  to  General  Moore, 
arrived  here  last  night,  and  proceeded  almost  immediately 
to  Lugo.  He  is  chained  witb  dispatches  from  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief for  iEngl&nd.  and  has  under  his  care  the 
French  General  Le  Febvre,  who  was  taken  prisoner  in  the 
afl^  near  B^nevente. 

The  action  was  higfaly  h^noiirable  to  the  British  ca- 
valry. The  ^enemy  forded  the  jriver  Ezia,  the  bridge 
having  been  blown  up.  The  cavaby  of  the  King's  Ger- 
man Legion,  headed  by  Brigadier-General  Charles  Stewart, 
bore  the  brunt  of  the  engagement  till  the  arrival  of  the 
t«nth  huss^rSf  who  suppoited:  the  pickets.  Le  Febvre, 
fvbo  is  a  youag  man,  r  the.  son. of  tile  Marshal,  was  taken 
eQ2 
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J)risoDer  by  «  hussar  of  the  tenth,  named  Grisdaie,  ss  He 
was  attempting  to  recrosi  the  river.  .  '        ■ 

I  find  that  two  boon. after  I  quitted  ValderaJ,  on  the 
I6th,  a  convoy  of  two  handirfd  commnswiai  miri*  Vei* 
taken  by  the  enemy's  advansed  guatdn;  the  muletfer* 
having  scampered  ofif  at  their  approatbi  and  left  the  store* 
to  their  fate.  ■   •  ,   ,.    ,  ".  t 

'■  1  .    •      '  <■  .'  .,'       '.     ■;■■ 

All  this  morning  troops  have  been  coming  in,  and  onr 
artillery-men  are  employed  in  destroying  and  burning 
ammunition  waggdnSi  aiid  throwing  their  contents  into  Ihe 
river.  Hence  it  would  seem  that  we  are  still  rapidly  to 
retreat ;  report,  indeed,  saysjithat  We  an;  to  go  from  Lugo 
toVigo,  and  eifabark  there  for  Cadik  ■  ' 

Several  old  and  experienced  officers  seem  to  be  per- 
fectly astonished  at  the  celerity  with  which  Sir  John 
Moore  is  cartyiog  on  this  retreat,  and  predict  that,  by 
the  time  we  reach  Vigo,  should  this  march  against  time 
be  persevered  in,  one-fourth  of  the  amy  will  certainly  be 
left  in  the  ditches. 

Those  who  deCtdd  Sir  John  Moore,  on  the  other  hand, 
allege  the  probability  that  Buonaparte  has  sent  on  co- 
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lumns,  by  lateral  roads,  to  take  us  in  the  rear  at  Lugo, 
and  intercept  our  march  to  the  sea.  Without  having 
travelled  over  the  neighbouring  country,  it  is  difficult  to 
say  whether  such  a  dread  be  well  founded.  Many  able 
officers  think  it  is  not.  The  Spaniards  here  are  perfisctly 
incredulous  of  the  ad^nQ^.t^^tjhe'.  French,  who  are  now 
on  this  side  of  Astorga. 

When  I  reach  Lugo  I  shall  write  you  again.     Mean- 
time^ &fewel.  .  . :  . 
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LETTER  L. 


ROAD  FROM  TILLA  FRANCA  DEL  BIERZO.— PAIS  OF  STA.  MAODALENA.— 
TILLAGE  OF  BERREBIAS.~-TR0OFS  DISOUBTED  AT  THE  RAFIDITT  OF 
TBB  RETREAT,  EOT  EAGER  TO  EMGAOE  THE  BNEKV.— MOUNT AIK 
IRBIOATIOM. — TILLAGE   OF   CEBEEBO.— ENTER   OALLICIA.^-FATAL 

EFFECTI    OF     FATI ODE.*— TILLAGE    OF    H0N0RIA8. BLACK    BELLI> 

BORE.— MOCALIS.— BRIDGE  HEAR  CONSTANTIMB. — WANT  OF  HORSE- 
SHOES.—OFFICERS  OF  THE  IMPERIAL  GUARDS. 


Lugo,  5th  Jammyt  1809. 

I  ARRIVED  here  this  morning,  and  met  a  friend,  who 
goes  in  a  few  hours  to  Corunna,  whence  he  will  sail  imme- 
diately for  England.  I  shall  therefore  take  the  opportu- 
nity of  sending  you  this  packet,  lest  any  accident  should 
be^  it  before  I  get  to  the  shore  myself. 

I  left  Villa  Franca  del  Bierzo,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
2d,  with  a  convoy  of  sick.  I  had  been  fortunate  in  meet- 
ing with  my  friend.  Captain D***,  who  procured  me  a 
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pairofnevshoeSf  and  another  horse,  to  replace  the  one 
that  I  lost  on  the  road  from  Bembibre. 


From  Villa  Franca  we  entered  the  side  of  a  deep  valley, 
completely  closed  in  on  each  side  by  tremendous  preci- 
pices. In  its  windings,  the  npid  river  Valcarso  rubies  from 
the  mountains.  For  some  miles  lofty  chesnuts  and  oaks 
shaded  us  on  the  left.  The  road  itself  is  a  camittha  real^ 
cut  at  great  ^ipense,  the  whole  way  from  Astoi^  to  Co- 
runna,  and  does  the  engineer  who  planned  it  great  credit. 
It -resembles  a  good  deal  Wolfe's  grand  military  road 
through  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  Five  leagues  from 
Villa  Franca  We  reached  Herresias,  where  we  halted  for 
the  night.  During  this  afternoon's  march,  I  was  in  the 
rear  of  the  gallant  forty-second  regiment.  Many  of  these 
poor  fellows  were  obliged  to  fall  out  of  the  ranks,  and 
throw  themselves  down  in  de^>air  by  the  road  side.  It 
was  a  sad  sight  to  behold  the  wretched  state  of  the  troops. 
A  degree  of  spirit  aj^roaching  to  mutiny  was  manifest 
among  them,  owing  to  the  excessive  fatigue  which  the^ 
had  undergone,  and  the  di^race,  as  they  deemed  it,  of 
running  away  from  the  enemy. 

I  should  be  afntid  to  repeat  to  you  many  oi  the  reflec- 
tions which  these  poor  men  made.  What  they  chiefly 
appeared  unanimously  to  wish  was  a  few  hours  pause,  oc 
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rest,  and  to  have  an  opporttinity  bf  trying  thfir  strength 
with  the  enemy 

Early  on  tlie  morning  of  the  3d,  we  .continued  -our 
inarch  up  the  mountain.*  The  road  is  here  cut  througli 
the  rocks.  These,  all  the  w^xj  firom  .Astoreia,  ace  granite, 
.eitlier  primitive,  or  secondary.  We  winded  along  .the  left 
^de  of  a  stream,  which  .was  led  off  with  great  art,  so  as  to 
.irrigate  the  sides  of  tin  mountain .  These  rerdant  acclivities 
.presented  an  extraordinary  contrast  to  the  savage,  rugged 
heights  above.  ■  At  intervals,  in.  the  deep  valleys,  the  eyie 
is  oceasiamilly.  arrested  by  the  smoke  of  a'  solitary  haau- 
let,;or  cottage.  Under  any  other  circumatancesj  I; should 
InsrethaiigElt  theviews  delightful.;  but nbwiiathing could 
ytalW,.oc  can  off;  the  attention  from  the  contemplation  of 
Uw  heiridisetfbes  evtsiy  where  to  be  witnessed  on  the  road, 
nhe.iiiatibaai  pairt  uf  us  bad;,  of  course,  suffered  severely : 
dcfid  bodies  of  hoi«es;  mules,  oxen,  asses,  &«.  met  the 
view  at  every  turn-  Airiving  at  the  Puerto,  we  soon  after 
i;eat:iHkl  the  village  Cabrero,  on  the  summit  of  the  m.oun- 
tain  which  is  the  boundary  of  Gallicia.  Here  again  we 
bad  to  scramble  througl)  deep  snows.      . 

Braked  waggons  and  tarriagcs,  nlaney-carts,  dead  ani- 
mals,; and  the  bodies  of  human  beings,  who  had  perished 
firom  the  incleitaency.  of  the  weather  during  the  night; 
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niglit^  strewed  the  w»j  6>r  witej.  Tjisfet-  l)»d  t  coqceijmlk 
fuuch  |esf^itn«>^ec),  so^wful  ^  texne.  I  beilJQ^  tl)a{t  otl 
Ihe  dj)f«dfuj  was?!,  wbjsh  rte  iwtiq  JWgiPPtiqo:  «f  tl* 
greai.  PpHlf  in  coJI^«!t8(I,  jlJ.  *>W'Il)*¥»^"^  tbe.  PiiilisMiw^, 
|wer*  .•)«»?  .HBitpd.:- :J»ii(W«  ;t»iggagS^««ggfii)«,whi<;h-l»(# 
»Y8'liW3^4.4Mr«g  Ji^>p■|«igl«bL*l^  S«>fpi*»B*Sei  sflt<Sw'»  K'fe, 
.a«  J  have  aipce, J^iurnt,  iriyf  aey(!!?4(  «U)|]f^: ir«««,frc«MlH  to 
death.— But  why  dwey  o»  thsxt  /IwiVW.; :  <iti?,-l»l!«  idw 
of  which  must  make  you  shudder  f  Pescending  the 
''l^^^f^  i?l'l?fl*^  'J^'-iW'IfBt'fRii.teWP^maBS  .ft#  idwe  IB 
roud,,w)(reacl)ed  tfc?,yiU^|0^,P3BWW.  sitWSMieJoftif^tS 
a  fine  0^,  y^pd,,,  J<fiSi,»ftrt  o!l\fiV-mm"lt9m,ia,«m:t>pk 
in  plants  aiid  s!v:.ub5.^,;^,jf^{iyHja5lB  ^effl»ite)(l,sifrtgH4ftr 
titifis,  o£,,lj)!a<;k  h^le^!9r«,gjf!wing  ygfjfi  l|^!(Hrj»i»t4yj!  :,St* 
aspect  pf.the  poflatfl;  .|iflBfffvsf|,^  .,ir?  |ii(?«ceu<)e^  .««M» 
?^lle?  /afflhof:  <IP|WiWi|S'-Jf»g»li«H)Wlie>;s.¥ie  *»!^4;fPf  0*1 
"tgW,;  ,,pw4fig,tq  thsi,!ii(imhpr|flf,r9BJBei^  hew,  jt;^ra| 
witkjdifficnlty  »,  l(fiu^  e^ild  bs.j^q^uTSdiSMi.the  side  »tlll 
iiroui(de4>    Tjjjs.jpllpg*.  i)i»(«»t»li  ,lw?«,dfiWte<l.by  thf'  iW 

WtWMvi.^q';  :--:in  iral)::i;.i   ■)V|(H  ii'.  -l-i  •    •  '.vr'.j 

The  magistrate  had  behaved  very  ill  towards  some  part 
«lfiS»flwid  B*wflkM^,idhwiri(i;the#d<!««i|B«;  4B,c(«i»e- 
fueoce  |»f  ^hwk^  b»k  il«»»iilfH»n»»wJfd»  if  iP<»t:))<>«fn 
tised,  in.thertowiKDbtadeiirved  )!.l»Mithej#fpi'«<lei,w» 
>*e^H8e:^f.omen4m)|?.''jj«$e^.M;iW^4^.«llViibtJFlMlaq 
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ioaie  nltioas '0^  salted  be«f  and  rum  ^ere  issued  to  theset- 
'^i&rs;  As  eariy  as  possible  on  the4tH>  the  troops  quitted 
'Nbgalis.  The  road  woubd  fb!r  some  mUes  along  the  set- 
petttine  course  of  a  rapidlstream^  vhich  parses  tbto'ugh  the 
^Uuie^tfoH^d.  villag6i  The  grouni^  under  fboit  was  as  bad 
<>ii*y  wtilirt  fteieid';  i^dtaany'df  IfeffiiH  WresttHnil- 
■wrSWy  pfoTided  witW  «lUra/ifot*it:h6tandfcg  a  large  qiian=. 
tity  ha*beei>issft«>atVHla'Fr»hfct     '  '      '  . 

'  afterseverarrtiiteS  Hfg/i^diitiiidSil',  ws'arrlved'Wifliiit 
sight  of  a  nbtilebridge,  of  three  arches,  resembling  an 
llqiiedUta,' 'whli*  ttnftei  the'  sidasbt'a  deep  kVinfe,  ani 
tftfHBs'thB^roittlliOTW  i^iiVreiM'tifoii-tio'iii^S:-  As  I  had 
»iia;-da-|h*td^fiflitf  ttWM^ffideTi  trf'the  stireftgth  ot 
IHls-raViile,  sy«I  ffle  'NnpOsiiBIBty  iif'Mie  feriemy's  fcKng- 
ftig  Iheir'guilfe  «*er,- #'th-e'biitife4ji6nK?  Be' WoVn  up; 
1"  toik  •  a  Jiasty  -Omth  '■  ttD  it)  ■  *hi<!ri '  I '  riblr  '  ^iclosfevii 
TheitNiGt'ur^Welfi'Jeiiim^ft'tHi  strongly  of  the  Peasi 
hfldgej  t(iai  Dudbar,  *lik!li  yeii  IHell  Kno\i'^  llre4t"thtS 
place  we  niet  about  three  hundred  armed  Spanitfrdi,'  who 
were  waiting  to  cross  after  the  Britbh  troops. 

-  On '  this  ^  bridge  W  'ao  *ii^rt(!er-otf«6f,  '■  djWelJng  tfe 
oiMMtiOIti  of  <a  piirty  of:  pioUeek's  iitiA  St'tilfieei's',  diggin^'K 
Bihfc  fot  tile  '(iisrtrbcliofi  «f  the^-ceiltre  «oh.  We  sooii 
putied  ^two  villagMi  mmud  Cdiktadtine '  'aiW '  9«biaMi>i 
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tmoiaDitrwjIiifsfttAitipnsu&utepnsalii  uStlae):«{ntgiineD«9 
bftltHl  ifttbesftiiimnjb(»!!  bMiHiisaatiopghl;'  bettei:tO(i(U>«t 
^icwiTCKf  iwito  iit^lctikitiuiitilMa  ;»jilii£jiaaeafiaai 
ugdgantHlii  a^^fhuitarsitiitigitsil  tres)hU<ti|>  i(>iiHai^«ict 
>tel>^ji»awi  IMtHi-a^MindfinM)  tbsrfiafc;  ';n(LUiellitiiiqa:oS 
llW^SKltf-)i>'iMtKlaIEav'llBi»tB>i(bifht  )nei{>rliaHled,t  tmA 
came  in  here  this  mornin^bw&llA^vfeA^'VoDOv  w«UilaB^di 
in  a  convent.  The  route  from  Nogalis  was  marlced  by  the 
same  spectacles  as  the  pieceding  day's.  I  had  the  cu- 
riosity to  count  the  dead  horses  and  mules  for  the  space  of 
two  leagues,  and  at  a  moderate  calculation  their  value 
amounted  to  more  than  twenty  thousand  pounds.  1  am 
Sony  to  find  that  Uiis  sad  necessity  has,  in  a  great  measure, 
arisen  from'  want  of  shoes.  Our  niarcb  has  been  so  rapid* 
that  there  has  been  ao  time  to  hammer  new  ones,  although 
in  moat  towns  in  Spain  iron  bars  are  plenty  enough.  1 
am  not  a  little  surprized  how  tfae  French  cavalry  can  pur- 
sue ours,  as  they  most  of  course  suffer  the  same  distress. 
Horse-shoes,  as  they  are'  made  in. England,  are  so  ex- 
tremely heavy,  that  no  dragoon  tan  well  carry  more  than 
four ;  but  if  we  were  to  adopt  the  kind  of  thin,  Kght 
shoes  I  have  seen  oted  by  the  Turkish  fitrriers,  they  might 
«arry  douMe  tfae  Blimber.    K  would  be  very  convenient. 
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iODiSf^itimy:  dragoon  could  occasioinlljr  ahoe  4ii>'  Mm 
UmeixvliUi  is  jiata.Teiy.diiBauU  opetation.— <— iButo^ 
finBdlWjcIde  js  just  setting  ioff.r  and  I  must  eonolude.  'V4 
a  conducting  three  oifficen  of  Bonaparte't  Imperia^O«iud 
to  .ConlnmL  '  They  are  ^wd^looking  men,  with  -enor^ 
■ouvmiiitadliiM,  dbd  in  acarlet  jadats,  dicat  gngeoiuty 
ddornql  with  g61d  lace;  but  their  manners  and  addro* 
iloiaplaidly  bebn^  tkersnk  wluob  they  ImM  in  aocietf  be- 
ime  tbe  mrolnlioni.  Tb^y  are  all  msmbers  of  theX^egiail 
U'/^obot.    Oac»tmake,tltew^. 
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AN  OtD  UeSSTlATVAT  UT«0-^BU'f«IL»»M  AOim*  THB  EttOUHT,. 
— A^BIVAA.Vr.SmjOWi  ■•0«BB<-T«IIMA&  SHOT  At  TlUiA  BRAMO* 

.  IMHl  MAAAODUe. — UB1)T.-<tBMEiUl.  FRACBft'S  DIVISION  AECALLB1> 
FBOH  tOBRADO.: — ABMY  TABES  VP  A  BOSIXION  IN  FRONT  OF  tAiVK 
^-BATTLE  OPrBRED'  TO  SOCLT— RE  DBCL1MR8  IT.— MITMH  RB- 
TIRB.— «CmilBRK— <RKTAl*RM.^.^«R:ATB«i;  A»-S?M1T  RBPI^XBD 
WTttE  WBARj^liBBI.— «B»  TlifOBBB. 


aettidgiMr  ifor  Corama.  .At  1  iIom HmgaiHiitititithimif 
qlmtcrs,  UirjrliidBiKd:  nfe  ia^tJjie.iifiaijiilDilgimttJectkit 
home  tritteh  tfacy.  xew  UmU  to:  .quijt>«ddh)g,  dfat:l^i  )^oii> 
MWot  or  it  h*4  t«aated)*hBat'Nritfa<);iBat::iiMpilalii;i:»>& 

«h«iJ  .  .  ;:.,.  1  ;.:r  . 

I  vta  made  luppy  by  this  aanirenoe,  aa  Tbad  not  Hadi 
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Villa  Franca,  Taea  and  officers,  and  even  horses,  had  ge- 
nerally lodged  together  in  any  hovel  or  ham  they  could 
possibly  enter-  Therefore,  after  arranging  $oin»-business, 
I  repaired  to  the  house  before- mentioned,  belonging  to  a 
canon  of  tlie  cathedral.  My  friends  had  set  off,  and  on 
entering,  I  was  accosted  in  an  angry  tone  by  a  female,  who 
asked  rae  what  I  wanted.  On  explaining  the  motives  of 
tny  vj^it,  she,  retir^4  to  pj^l  her. .master,  who  s^on. after 
speared.  'I  now  met 'wtth  a >very  different  reception 
ibdded,  from  what  I  had  been  taught  to  ekpect.  He  be- 
gai^by;,acqii§inting.me  thata,letter  Imd  just  been  received 
fromthei  Marquia  de  .4a  Bomana,  at-QKB8e>  ioforaiing 
the  Junta  of  Lugo  that  the  -EngHsh  vere  Arterting  thieir 
cause,  and  retiring  to  their  ships. 

The  old  man  said,  that  nothing  could  be  more  cowardly 
CT  ungenerous  tbba  nicA  ,a  cxindoct ;  &nd  that  no  words 
could  expiiessitheiaBtosishideiit.and  oMlignatHMi  which,  tfatt 
knowledge  of  tliis  ciiicuiiisUnoe  ind  created  ^n'tii?  tetnsto 
of  the  people  .4!^  Logo  ;::^iat  tfaegr  weie,  id  akn^ueaoe; 
deteni|in*d  qo  linger,  to  ^Inve  any  Cdndeolioi^  with  la ;  aii4 
thaEt.tlK.  MarGLuia,.#i£b  -bi&  bbiifUnl  of.  i»m»  wim^H  Hilt 
show  what  could  be  done  by  brave  and  determined.  &p«4 
niards. 
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■liiTender  of  the  capitd.  the  tbeasons,  weakrieas,  ahd'in- 
docision  of  the  ProvinciatJuntasV  their  irant  of  union,  and 
the  small  number  of  men  in  arms ;  but  he  would  not  listen 
tp  me.  **  Why  destroy  allour  bridges?"  said  hCi  "Why- 
shoot  your  poor  houses  ?  Why  bum  your  stores  and  wag- 
gons, and  destroy  your  ammunition?  If  you  will  not  stay- 

rhere  and  use  .those  things  yourselvte,  -why  not  give  them. 

Mto  us  ?" 

t  found  that  it  would  be  in  vain  to^  lose  time  in  debating 
-the  point  with  tliis  violent  UcentisUe.  I  therefore  made  a 
■motion  to  be  gonb ;  but,^ttirig  between  me  and  th^  door, 
fae  began  An  attack  on  the  score  of  Teligiori — denonncing 
all  heretics,*- and  telling  me  .that  our  troops  had  proflmed 
their  cathedral ;  but  that  tk^  Junta,  had  placed  four  aol 
diersat'tfae  door,  to  prerent  any  more  English  from  en 
teriDg.,'  :  I  dow  recollected^  that  on  piiasing  close  to  some 
amied  S^naands:  neai  a  chunch>  one  of  thie  feltoi^Ks  had 
touched  me  rather  rudely  with  the  end  of  his  bayonet, 
which. I,  at  tbe  tinb,  tKou^  <teitoly  iiccidenJUil/ and 
pbsbedrfX).  -  Theireaickutenov  flaihiedr'on'my  mind,  and 
prajnng  God  toifiargii'^-Me. for tiie  folly  of  adl  my  former 
uaTfeasomUdeeMpect^oiB  in  the  cause  of  this -^natid  race, 
I>  tuJrned-my  back  on  the  old  man,  and  quitted  his  house.. 

I  was  more  successAil  on  my  next  apj^li^flititaf,.  beidig 
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HiceifVKd  i^o  tfae  iMuse  o£  b  tradesman;  v6eiie  I  -^ond  « 
l^reto  dr7Hiydainip:clotdiei.:  At  Lugo  Urns  detuned  tUl 
ftbe  evemisg  of  the  Sih;  Bsrihg  thu  interval,  Sit  Johh 
\Moore  arrived  with  the  reserve,  and  the  Freirdh  eavalry 

and  light  troc^  |bU<pn^  closei  «pan  thctr'bectlsv 

I  hive  not  been  altde  to  learn,  any  accurate  particiilai!& 
respecting  the  bridge  and  ravine  near  Constantine ;  but 
have  heard  that  the  explosion  was  not  strong  enough  to 
-eifect  what  was  intended*. .  Be  that  as  it  may;  no  affair 
took  j>lace  there.  Slight  sldiUmhiBg,  indeed,  has  hap- 
.pened  every  day  since  we  le£t  Asforga;  but  nothing  mora. 
It  is  reported  that  our  strag^ers  and  roir'-guard  httve  baeh 
rguilty  of  great  irregularities,  and  that  Sic  John  Moore 
has  caused  a  porivate  faussac  byb&shotat  ViHa  Franca,  on 
•  •  •  •.  He  was,  they  say,  onex)f  a;partyof  four  who  were 
accused  of  maraoding,  and  the  crime  having  be^n  proved, 
they  drew  loii  for  one  to  die,  in  expiatiosL  of  thi£  offisncc. 

■  On  tlieisverang'oftiieTU],  Liei^enant-GeneraE  Fraser^s 
idivision,  which  had  been  recalled  from  Sabrado»  m  thp 
iVfigo  road,  ■  returned  to  Lug«,  and  joined'  the  main  bod^, 
,which  had  taken  np  a  position  about  four  miles  ia  fitoot 
ofthe.tewiiy  d&a,litieof:  small  hills,  with  the  ri^forTonl- 
bago,  which  pasties  by  Lugo,  and  is  not  fordable,  covering 
tbetfugHfflafllt:/-  '    ;i      ■  :  ^ 
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Some  'skirmishing  having  taken  place  on  the  6th  and 
*7th,*  Sir  John  Moore  drew  out  the  whole  army  on  the 
morning  of  fhe  8th,  with  the  intention  of  giving  battle, 
■which  at  this  time  appeared  to"*be  unavoidable ;  the  pri- 
soners taken  on  the  ftli  having  declared  that  Marshal  Soult 
had  arrived,  with  strong  reinforcements.  Every  officer  ^nd 
man  seemed  happy  at  the  idea  of  bringing  the  matter  to 
a  speedy  issue.  I  rode  out  myself  to  a  hill  to  the  left  of 
tbetown,  whence  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  posi- 
tion of  the  hostile  army ;  and  enclosed  you  will  find  a 
rough  sketch  of  the  country.  The  distant  smoke  maiktt 
the  two  Imes. 


However,  after  having  waited  till  the  afternoon/ 'and 
the  Marshal  still  declining  the  combat,  preparations 
were  made  for  withdrawing.  After  sun-set,  large  fires 
were  accordingly  kindled  to  deceive  the  enemy,  who,  it 
appears,  did  not  discover  this  rusede  guerre  before  momiag. 

As  I  quitted  Lugo,  I  took  a  )ast  look  at  its  mouldering 
walls,  which  frowned  over  the  glowing  embers  of  our  ailil- 
lery-waggons.     I'he  inhabitants  had  all  fled  with  whatever 


*  It  appears  by  (he  report  orgome  Medical  Officers,.  lately  letRrned&oin 
Sjiain,  (liaf  the  French  lost  a  ^reat  number  of  men  during  tbflBe  skimusbes. 
Thatoftbe  foHish  was  very  trifling  indeed. 
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litUe  property  they  possessed,  and  the  empty  streets  md 
desolated  houses  seat  back  3^  thousand  ectiqes  to  the  clatter 
of  D\ir  horns'  bf>i>k.  My  companions  proceeded  for  miles 
jfi  sad  silence.  The  night  was  unusually  dark.  Our  pale 
Sew  Nut,  at  fiMfyalst  a  dubious  light,  as  we  groped  along 
RMff  -.^v^lanpholy  ro*ite.  4^ter  some  hours,  we  arrived 
At  4  bridge  ayer  ft  deep  branch  of  theMinho,  which  a  party 
of  th?  stpff  Qoqw  WW?  prepsf ing  to  demolish.  Two  mile* 
^qm  thw^,  WB  thr^w,  oBi'selve*  down  on  some  straw 
^r  thrw  pr  ^r  hoMrSt  ip  an  old  hovel,  the  beams  and 
Spflfs.of  wfeiph  vw  so.totten,  that  it  lockedUke  a  eradl? 
in  the  wind.  _         , 

Ontbemorningof  the^th,  amida  storm  of  wind,  sleet, 
ynd  rain,  Kv>re  wver«  than  I  can  recollect  ever  to  have 
experienced,  we  proceeded  to  Guitteres.  Our  poor  sol- 
^ier^j  dreochefl  ^o  tlw  skin,  ■ai>d  covered  with  mud, 
lengthened  oat  their  li^e  of  nfacch.  As  tlie  cold  drops 
beat  against  me,  impelled  by  the  gusts  of  a  south-west 
wind^  I  felt  as  if  scalding  drops  of  lead  pelted  my  face.  It 
was  with  the  greatest  diSSculty  I  copld  keep  my  seat  ofl 
itiorseback.  £very  human  being  liad  fled,  "  the  fenceless 
Tillages  were  all  forsaken.**  Our  soldiers  absolutely  lay 
down  and  died  in  the  ditches  without  a  struggle.  Few 
women  were  now  to  be  seen,  the  greater  part  had  perished, 
or  fallen  behind  betweea  Villa  Franca  and  Lugo. 
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•  At;OuiUir«z  I  halted  for  half  an  bour  in  tlid  raio,  but 
-«as  30  Hli^T,  tlifttr  on  ftttempting  to  ifenKHiAt.  I  MA  dowhy 
^nd  could  with  difficulty  get:an  myiegd.  Here  the  troops 
had  some  salt  beef  and  rum  issued.  Not  having;  aoy  fires 
to  couk  the  beef,  much  of  it  was  thrown  away ;  but  the 
rum  was  drunk,  greedily,  and  the  powers  of  their  stomachs 
being  almost  gone,  I  saw  many  ftU  dovn,  aftilr  drinking 
it,  in  a -comatose  state.  Death,  I  have  no  doubt,  fol- 
lowed in  an  hour  or  tWK 

On  the  morning  of  the  lOtb  I  MadRct  &6tuze%  com- 
pletely worn  out  with  fatigue  of  every  itiod'  The  march 
from  Guittirez  proved  m<»i«  fatal ituf  our  bnopA  thai  all  the 
former.  Hundre<Js  of  inert  and  oMc'eTifdEttOif^lhtO'^tanzos 
barefooted,  tbeir  feet  swelled  ted  fi!ost-bttteD»iMd  the  flesh 
torn  and  bleeding  by  the  grinlte  artj  qdartz  pAbrds.  The 
languid  stra^lera  «aise..  up  confitaaUy  .4«2«ng  i  t^e  day. 
Many  of  these,.,  ^ve  hundred  it  is  said,  had  been  left  at 
the  other  side  of  the  Minha,  whee  the  V^idgfs  was  blown 
up.  Collecting  in  a  body  by  the  side  of  th«  tittefr,  they 
drew  up  in  Ur^  and  plaKling .  fchefpe^lves,  under  the  com-> 
raand  of  a  ^jeaiit.  salutetl  She^  adVXlide  of  the  French 
-with  a  load  cbeef  juid  lluee  yol^ys*.  when  tbey  .yere  forced 
to  surrender,  . 

Huminating  a^  I  went  along  on  the  distressing  scenes 
ss2 
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to  which  I  have  been  a  witness,  I  fancied  the  feelibgs- 
Vhich  were  likely  to  arise  in  die  breasts,  qf  many  of 
these,  brare  unfoitunate  men^  With  a  pencil  I  caught^ 
the  ideas :, 


TBe  sTiaddws  of  tiight  on  tite  monnUiits  fdT  &«^ 

Jfae  bage  cheiDnti  shook  to  the  hoarae-touDding  blasts 

Mid  rocks  the  swoln  torrents  were  dashing  around, 

While  the  glens  and  dark  carerns  re-ecbo'd  each  soandt- 

Tibe  trooper  blighted,  still  urg'd  on  his  way,. 

And  deplor'd  the  deep  roads  and  the  short  wint'r/  day ; 

Yet  slill  as  the  sleet  fell  bis  dark  locks  among 

Hesooth'd'hispoorctiargeT>aHd  Mgh'd  wluteiic  luiigi. 

*•  Ill-falecl  the  day  when  to  succour  proud  Spain, 
The  traniporta  ofBriiftia  Mt.tail  oiler  the  main ; 
Uore  luckless  the  hour  when  approaching  its  strand^. 
The  cannon's  loud  roar  gave  the  tignarto  land, 
RegardleM  ofd&ngerwe  dadiM  throogb^e  waVe,,. 
And  at  length  touch'd  that  soil  which  we  panted  to  tare.; 
But  more  fleet  than  the  hind  were  iheir  legions  in  flighty 
Aiidexlioct  was. the  flame  which  we «ame  to  excite.. 

Betray'd  by  the  slaves  whom  we  strove  to  set  fitef . 

Indignant  we  trace  back  our  slept  lotbe  aca  ;. 

And  siukidg  beneath  every  horror  oF  war. 

Oft  seek  the  lone  taper  that  glimmers  afar  : 

Pale,  shivering,  and  hnngry,  we  kflocfc  at  ite  iixttf 

And  some  food,  or  a  lodguig,  perhaps  we  implore  ;. 

No !  dead  ere  their  bosoms  to  pity's  soft  tie, 

And  the' poor  houseless  trooper  must  lie  dowB  and  die  t 

Now  harsh  be  your  lot,  ye  fiilse  Patriots  of  Spain, 
Long  and  much  majr  ye  suffer  beneath  the  French  chain  ; 
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May  jonr  children,. as  conscripts  Froin  home  tiH-n  away, 
Starre,  and  perish  like  us,  to  misforlunes  a  prey ; 
Then  some  pangs  of -regret  yoar  stern  bo«mi>  anay  nute, 
And  the  tears  of  remorse  be  your  portion  by  night." 

He  cea!>'(l.T- — Far  more  toad,  anil  more  keen  blew  the  blast, 
Tlie  rain  fell  in  torrfnts,  as  onward  he  past ; 
Despairing  and  reclfl^  !^— oft  througli'the  grim  night 
The  ghosts  of  bis  comrades  appear'd  to  bis  sight. 
He  rode — but,  glasl  ere  the  dawning  of  morn. 
Gold  And  Jifeteastbelioopei  lay  under  a  Ihoml-i 
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LETTER  UI. 


ARur  QUITS  BETXHZOS.— BniD1?E  OTER.TBE  ftl9  MAUBBA  DESTROYED. 
FEELINGS  EXCITED  BY  THE  VIEW  OF  THE  OCEAN. — BRIDGE  OF 
BURGO. — BUBVRBS  OF  CORUNNA.— DESCRIPTION  OF  THAT  PORT.— 
EXPLOSIONS  OF  THE  POWDER  MAGAZINES. — ZEAL  AND  FRIEMD6B1P 
OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  CORUNNA.— LOSS  OF  BAGGAGE  AND  HORSES. 
—STATE  OF  PUBLIC  OFIMIONS. 


Coritmia,  jMuarjf,  1800. 

I  SHALL  now  give  you  my  journal  from  the  morning  of 
Ihe  lltbf  when  the  army  finally  quitted  Betanzos. 

That  town,  distant  three  leagues  from  Corunna,  stands 
on  a  peninsula,  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  streams. 
Over  one  of  these,  the  Rio  Mandea,  we  crossed  by  a  bridge 
of  twelve  or  fourteen  arches.  A  mine  was  in  readiness  to 
be  sprung  whenever  the  troops  should  have  passed,  and  we 
had  got  libout  a  league  on  this  side,  near  a  village  called 
Inas,  when  we  heard  the  explosion. 

The  weather  was  fine,  the  road  good,  and  the  troops  got 
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on  with,  mor^  alaority  ;  yet  several  poor  felluvs  dropped 
by  the  way,  and  it  was  often  necessary  to  impress  tl»ei»- 
yith  tliat  sad  argument  of  necessity  used  by  Agib  t<i  hl$ 
friend  Seqander : 

**  Weak  as  thou  art,  jet^  haplesa !  most  thon  knorr 

The  loils  of  flight,  or  some  severer  woe. 

Still,  as  f  haste,  the  Tartar  sbouls  behincl, 

And  fibridu  and  serrowa  load  tbc  saddening  wind.** 

Coixin. 

The  glow  o£  delight  which  every  indJTidual  sedmed  to 
feel,  as  the  blue  botiom  of  the  distant  oceui  met  the  eye^ 
on  reaching  the  top  of  ft  bill  some  miles  distant  from  Co-« 
runna,  is  not  to  be  expresaed.  Windii^  along  the  bend* 
iug  side  of  a  mountain,  till  We  ptfssed  the  bridge  of  Bui'go; 
upon  which  a  party  was  9k  work  pcieparmg  a  mitie,  th« 
troops  halted,  and  took,  up  «  ^sition  on.  the  heightB.»* 
The  train  was  then  fired,  and  the  centre  of  the  bridge  de- 
stroyed. On  etUering  the  suburbs  of  ConuiBa,  called 
St.  Lucia,  we  met  t^  iahabit^tb  flying  iaaU  directibns^ 
carrying  with  tb«^  the  mos^ivaluabk.  of  their  moveftblcd. 
Admiral  De  Courcy's  ship*  onion^i  ^ftm  tfaBsports>  Irero 
at  anchor  in  the  harbour :  the  grand  fleet  had  previously" 
^one  round  to  Vigo  bay/ bat  had  been,  necalled,  and  were 
expected  back  in  a  Sew  hours.  ' 

Corunna  is  situated  uppn  an  irregular  peninsula,  the 
neck  of  which  isoccu,pied  by  Uie  tawB>  anddefeoded  by  ft 
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-chain  of  bastions.  Upon  an  angle  stands  the  citadel, 
jbrmtng  one  horn  of  a  small  bay ;  on  the  other,  called 
'St.  Diego's  point,  ts.a  fortress,  and  in  the  centre  is  a 
rock,  occupied  by  a  building,  called  the  castle  of  St.  An- 
tonio. 

The  soundings  in  this  inner  harbour  are  from  six  and 
seven  iatboms  to  three  and  a  half;  and  all  the  works  are 
com|rfetely  commanded,  nearly  vithin  musket-shot,  by  the 
^^rroundi^g  heights.  To  the  westward  of  the  town  is  a 
small  inlet,  called  Orson's  bay,  bounded  by  the  two  points 
MiuUosa  and  Orson :  on  the  latter  is  a  lofty  light-house-^ 
the  tower  of  Hercules.  To  the  southward  of  the  town  is 
a  dpuble  range  of  heights,  on  the  lowest  and  least  ex- 
tensive of  which  our  arm^  is  posted. 

13bh.  Thismorning  we  were  sdarmed,  while  at  breakfost, 
by  two  tremendous  explosions,  which  shook  Corunna  to 
its  foundations,  broke  the  panes  of  the  windows,  and  made' 
the  plaster  and  tiles  &U  from  the  roofe  and  ceilings. ' 

The  inhabitants  ran  out  into  the  streets  in  the  utmost 
consternation — the  females  shrieking  and  tearing  their 
hair,  believing  for  several  minutes  that  some  new  and  un- 
beard-of  calamity  had  befoUen  the  place.  On  inquiry, 
this  concussion  was  found  to  have  arisen  from  the  destine- 
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tion  of  two  powder-magazines,  oq  the  heightx  of  St.  Mar- 
garet, in  front  of  the^ight  of  our  posititto,  which  were  blown 
up,  to  prbventtheir'&lling  into  the  bands  of  the  enem^. 

The  people  here  are  more  frieadiy  to  us  than  the  inffaa^ 
bitants  of  the  other  cities  of  Spain  which  I  bare  seen. 
Several  officers,  who  were  at  Cadiz  with  General  Spencer, 
say  they  resemble  the  iahabitaots<af  that  city  in  spirit 
and  enthusiasm.  The  streets- are;  browded  witli  persons  of 
both  sexes,  and  of  every  age  uid  rank,' occupied  in  csontrt- 
buting  to  the  defence  of  tlie  ramparts,  by  rauanting  the 
guin,  and  distributing  the  'shot  and  aiiimiiniti<ui.  }l«d  we 
met  with  half  as  much  jte^  ami  good-will  in  other  parts 
of  Spain,  our  affaij^  would  have  borne  a  veA-y  diferent- 
Hspect.  Mo0t  of  us  have  lost  the  whole  of  our  horses, 
piulcs,  -and  baggie.  Per  my  own  part,  I  iiaTC  nothing 
)efl  but  the  clothes  on  my  back,  and  am  even  obliged  to 
the  kindness  of  an  ac^uaintanoe  for  acbange  o^  Unen. 

Nearly  the  whole-of  t:hexavalry*iiorse8  have  been  shot 
on  the  retreat,  owing,  as  I  mentioned  before,  to  their  hav- 
ing feUtan  ijeod  lame,'from  the  waiit  of  shoes,  and  the  debi- 
lity,induced,  fp:^' a  change  of  food^ 


;  The 'artillery-horses,  having  tlie  severest  ^uty  to  per- 
foi^n,  have  died  in  great  'numbers,  while  dragging  the 
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guas  up  the  stupendous  mountains  on  this  side  of  Astorga, 
1  cajinot  inform  you  of  the  perpendicular  height  of  these 
Cordilleras  ;  but  you  may  judge  of  their  altitude,  by  knolf'« 
ing  that  from  Villa  Franca  del  Bierao,  to  the  top  of  the 
mouDtaio  towards  Lugo,  is  a  continual  ascent  of  fiileen 
miles  ;  the  western  descent  is  at  least  eight. 

.  .A^  we  hare  now  a  little  breathing  time,  while  waiting 
'for  the  arrival  of  the  ships,  1  shall  employ  it  in  acquaint* 
ing  you  with  the  stat£  of' opinions  tkere.    ' 

Haiiy  officers  are  inclined  to  blame  our  Commander-inr 
Chief  for  the  rapidity  with  which  lie  has  conducted  tfas 
retreatirom  Aatorga,  over  a  oountfy  which,  to  the  most 
popractised  military  eye,  appears  so  admirably  calculated 
for  defence,  more  particularly  oh  this  side  of  Villa  Franca. 
This  conduct  is  defended  on  the  plea  of  necessity,  as  it  had 
become  impossible  for  the  Commissariat  to  procure  su|>- 
plies  for  the  army,  more  particularly  of  bread,  the  country 
iKibg  destitute' of  com. 

To  this  reasoning  it  has  been  answered,  that  between 
Astbrga  and  Lugo  the  hills  are  covered  with  sheep :  that 
we  have  killed  between  five  and  six  thousand  horses,  with 
many  draught  bullocks,  inules,  aiidasses-^all  which  m^hl 
have  afforded  subsistence  to  the  army  for  several  weeks, 
had  Sir  John  Moore  complied  with  the  general  sentiment 
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of  the  army,  and  set  himself  to  defend  the  passes  ;  and 
this,  it  is  said,  he  ought  at  least  to  have  done  till  the  sick, 
the  money,  and  the  baggage,  had  been  withdrawn  to  the 
coast.  Those  again  who  defend  Sir  John  reply,  that  it 
was  even  possible  for  the  enemy  to  have  detached  columns 
by  the  roads  on  the  right  and  left,  and  to  have  got  to  Lugo 
or  Vigo  before  us.  Which  of  these  two  modes  of  reason- 
ing is  the  soundest;  can  be  determined  only  by  the  event. 
But  it  is  now  the  decided  opinion  here,  that  Sir  John  will 
be  forced  to  light  a  battle  on  these  heights,  as  it  is  thought 
that  the  French,  with  their  usual  sagacity,  will  permit  him 
to  embark  his  guns,  and  probably  one-half  of  his  troops, 
and  then  attack  him. 

From  their  situation;  indeed,  they  Have  a  complete  view 
pf  the  bay,  consequjently  will  seize  the  first  &voyrable  m^r 
jpent  for  the  purpose. 

I  cannot  venture  to  estimate  our  loss  int:his  retreat.  It 
is  as  yet  a  matter  of  oprniop,  and  |s  variously  calculated 
from  four  to  six  thousand,  men.  .  At  this  you  cannot  be 
surprised)  on  reflecting  that, .  since  ttve  .  24th  ultimo,  we 
have  marcUed  upwards  c^^  three  hundred  and  seventy 
ii^lepj  ahnofit  without  halting,  during  the;  most  seyejve 
and  tempestuous  weathef. 

tt2 
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TER  Lin. 


FtEWVD  rROU>  THE  OUTER  H4RB0UR.«~ 
THE  17th  in  the  inner  BARBOtia. — 
TH    OF    AN  OLD    AC^UAINTANCE.-^ICK 


>  Jl  Sea,  Jantfar^  I9thy  ISQd'. 

Since  I  closed  my  last  letter,  some  of!  the  opinions  ex- 
pressed in  it  have  been  confirmed :  a  severe  engagement 
has  taken  place  on  the  tieights  above  Corunna ;  but  of 
the  particulars  I  am  as  yet  ignorant.  I  shall  communis 
«ate  to  you,  Iiowever,  what  has  come  to  my  knowledge. 

■  A  division  of  tfie  enemy  having-  crossed  the  river.  Mero, 
at  a  biidge  some  miles  above  Burgo,  took  up  a  position 
irpon  the  left  of  our  army.  Things  were  in  this  statb, 
when,  about  noon  on  the  14lh',  our  fleet  of  transports 
was  descried  coming  round  the  western  Extremity  of  the 
bay.  Ihjring  that  evening,  and  the  following-  morning-, 
our  sick,  artillery,  and  dragoons  commenced  embarking.. 
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IThe, enemy,  meantime,  having  repaired  the  bridge  <ff 
JdurgOi  and  brought  over  bis  'artalleiy,'  advanced,  and  took 
Ap.n  very  strong-  poution  on  the  laeights  of  St.  Margaret^ 
idnnediately  in  front  of  obr  line,  with  his  right  stretch* 
ing  across  the  road  to  BetanSiQS.. ;  Oa .  the  .  l>5tb;.  and 
morning  of  the  l€th,  there  was  some  skirmishing,  and  the 
Uae.vas  in  pari  turned  oiifc.  Our  embariLafeiou  still  went 
mi,  andit  was  observed  that  the  ienemyhadbeea  joined  hj 
:6onsidejrable  Ptinfot-cements,  and  wias  placing  bis  gunS'COi 
the  right  andfleft.of  his  line.  I. bad  embarked  on  the.ldcit, 
dsut  went  ashore  for  half  an  hour  on  the  forenoon  of  thb 
-l^:h^  Some  officers:  of  juy  acquaintance  inibamed  m«, 
that  appeamnces  iiidicateda  speedy  attack.;,  and  ajaont 
■two  hours  after,  returning  on  board,  I  observed,  with  a 
.telescope,  tlutt  the  ^nemy  had  posted  a  stfong  cblmaa  oh 
Jiis  right.  About  three  o'clock  he  opened .  a  Terfi  beacvy 
^re  <fa  our  right, '  which  was  iTetumed  ia  a  slack'  mannei^, 
most  o£  our  cwindo'  having- preViaiasly  beea  embfu^ked:  '  A 
cannonade  wab,  afte^isbme  time,  oommenced  on- the  left 
■oAinat  position;  'aild  a  fire  :of  mtusketry  foUowied,  iwhic|i 
continued  with  gceatiacy  till  about  six.  o'clock,  jwheii  it 
entirely  ceased.. 

Youcaohdv^  bttta.fiiint7d)efiiaftl>be;Mu&tg^(rfmy  ist- 
.lgw-passeog(rs  bM  myacU,  jtespeotiq^  the  event  of  the  a»- 
tion.    About  seven  .'Q!c|(wk,.tb«i:jnabti6r.  of  the.  transport 
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'.-went  So  his  ^oit  a^ongsijle  ond  of.t^e  agent's  stnpi,  aiid 
ieti3rhed^ltflonie.ti^tagst«€^d  natatilsiwtaif  a  n^i^, 
.tbajb'lr  Is&all'ilot  bbma^unkate  ithem-  to  yoUf  as.  I  -veM 
Jmoir;  tb^t  befoiie  Ubiiz  c»n  i^ach  l>etDiisliine,  y^u'viU  be 
lacqu^int^d  with  tht  resuHof  iUe  whole  atfair.  i      :: 

:'  In  the  evebii^  I  percei^Aed,  :froih.,tfae;  long  Jine  tjf  our 
Vdldiers  lices^.  upoh .  the  heighta,  tiiat  we  luid  kept  our 
igrouad! ;  bi^ti  itbdiit  eigltt  o:'c]o»k.i»D  the  woilmi^  of  the 
,17th,  we  were  astonished,  by  observing  thftt  the«ienij 
Jiad^t.  possession  of  the  hdights  above  St.  Lucia,  froii 
.vdiich'he  openediabpiiiliedifiDBifrOni;  tlmee  pieces  oftan- 
tBon'v:  lipon ;tKe' ships,  in  tiie  irineft;  UirboBF;,  Nothing  wia 
morffito  tie  seen'  but  the  most  dt^ndfuL  qonfusion.  The 
ikxenepoits  jsHpped  their  cables,  and  put'tosea  imtantly.-; 
vaeDy  rrnining  Ifonl  pf  eadh:bther>'  and  carry irig  away  yarded 
JlK>.wsprital,  attd  riggibg.  iFour.-or  fiveafaips,  in  aUemptii^ 
Xo  rbn  between  th^  iiland  of  St.  Antonio  and. the  citadel^ 
Jran  agrotmd  on  the  rucks,  and  tnlged.  A  serenty*four 
i^il.shitiimniediately' stood  in.towaMa'  the  I^rerach  bat^ 
iteriefi,  a^id  opened  h&c  gdns  .upon  tbem^ 

As  our  ship  quitted  the  outer  harbour,  we  observed 
4poopst ^bludcing'fviim^ t^i^proinont^Mry  behind  the  tdwn. 
Hand  heard  some  firing  from  the  westward.  Having  put  tb 
ma,  wetaw,  aftenit  b€Oafne' dailc,  a  considerable  .body  4f 
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IJght  streaming  atong  the  harizdn,  in  the  direction-  o£'tticr 
harbour  of  Corunna j  whicti  probably  aro^e  from:  the 
baraing  of  the  transports  driven- on  tlie  rocks.       >  s 

-  We  are  now  in  tbecompleteststateof  suspense  you  caa 
donceive^  it  having  btowti. so  hard  during  the  wight  of  the* 
17th,  that  we  wete  driven  much  to  le^ard  of'thei-eAt  oi 
the  ships.  The  veather  has  been  extreAiely  bad  evev 
since.  There  are  at  preseat  twootherships  hi  tympany  ; 
of  these  one  is  a  transpdrt  fromCorunna,  and*  the^' other 
hailed  us  yesterday.  We  found  her  to  be  &  atore-ship 
fpcka^  Gij9n,  which  port  she  had  left  some  days  ^o,  with 
an  intention  of  proceeding  to  Coruntia.  She  *  is  nearly 
empty,  having  only  a  few  casks  of  mm,  whiehr,  I  fancy; 
she  will  now  carry  to  England.  On  board  of  her  is  the 
corpse  of  our  old  acqimintanoe  Assiotti/ who,  as  X  hartf 
just  leamt'fromhis^  servant,  diedat  i&ijbn/froraaiiSHneiA 
brought  on  by  excessive  fatigue.  Poor  uafortuna>te  feUo«  i 
how  extraordinary  it  is  that  I  should  thus  casually  meet 
with  thy  remains,  drifting,  as  it  were,  on  the  bosom  of  the 
ocean  !  This  rencontre  has  given  rise  to  much  reflection,, 
and  increased  the  depth  of  that  gloom,  which  my  present 
situation  has  thrown  me  iqJ:o. 

I  am  myself  a  good  deal  indisposed,  and  not  much  the 
better  for  being  shut  up  in  a  little,  noisome,  damp  cabin. 
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with  six  otlier  officers.  Four  of  them  are 'extremely  iiH, 
add  ^^neraUy  laviiig  all  night  Ung.  Their  complaintfi 
are  the  conseqiieace  •£  over-eiiertiuo.;  «»d  tbetr  distem- 
pered and  horror-struck  imaginations  are  perpetually  pur- 
suing some  dreadful  hallucination  connected  iviUi  tlie  'Ca- 
«qalties  9f  war,  jamine,  atid  shipiKFeoJt-  It  was  only  lost 
iMght  tint:  one'  of  tlteva,  in  a.  temporary  £t  of  insanity^ 
huraied  nie  und  one  or  two  more  upon  deck  in  our  ^hirts^ 
in,  tJ}«  isain,  r  by -screaming  imt-  that  the  ship  had  sprung  a 
li^k,  and.  wa^. going. do^n.  Qn  ascertaining  the  cause  of 
the  alarm,  we  went  below,  and  foudd  the  poorfellowrbioK 
yelf  crawling,  in  the  utipclst  distress  of  ivjiiid,  to  effect  hia 
csc^p^  ^la  the  phantoms  Qf  his  own  bewildered  brain. 
God  Mow'ii  jVbetheu-.  we  paay  not  experience  the  reality 
before  loi)g,  <for -one- half  of.  our  ct^w  are  so  ill,  as  to -be 
tfMablQ  t9  g«t  iMpOndech,  and  it  blows  so  violent  a  gale. 
fttiQfl»p%iH«i.iwitii  tiiicjc  w.«a,thQr,  that  :l  .ctfn  write  n» 
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LETTER  LIV. 


AM  BSCAPE  PBOM  TPB  DAMfiBM  OF  SHieWEBOIL . •— ACTION  OV  THE  IdTO. 

—FURTHER  PARTICULARS. — OPINIONS  OF  -OFriCSItS  AT  GOSTURT  OH 

'   THE  CELERITT  OF  THE  RETREAT.— UTILITY  TO  BE  DERIVED    FBOU 

THE  FREE  DISCUSSION  OF  SUCH  QUESTIONS. — LIES  TEN  A  NT-GENERAL 

hope's  ORDERS. 


Gosportj  January^  1809. 

We  are,  thank  God>  at  length  landed  in  safety  in  Old' 
Engtandt  after  weathering  some  of  the  severest  gales  I- 
have  ever  experienced.  The  very  night  we  reached  the 
anchorage  of  St.  Helen's  it  blew  a  perfect  hurricane. 

The  boatmen  who  brought  us  ashore,  informed  us  of  the 
death  of  Sir  John  Moore,  and  the  result  of  the  action  of 
the  l6th.  In  the  Gazette  I  observe  the  details  of  the  action ; 
and  from  some  of  my  acquaintance  here  I  have  leamt  a 
few  particulars,  not ' g^nerelty  known;  these  I  shall  now 

communicate. 

V  u 
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The  French  attacked  in  their  favourite  mode,  by  dense 
columns.  One  of  these  was  opposed  to  the  Guards,  the 
fiftieth,  and  forty-second  regiments ;  and  the  men  forming 
the  head  of  it  being  turned  by  the  British  bayonets,  rushed 
down  the  hill,  and  were  met  by  those  of  their  own  com- 
rades, on  which  they  fell  in  vast  numbers,  while,  during 
the  confusion,  our  soldiers,  getting  into  the  very  midst  of 
them,  stabbed  them  at  discretion.  The  rear  of  the 
French,  igoorant  of  what  was  passing  in  tbeir  front,  pushed 
on,  and  met  nearly  the  same  &te. 

The  artillery  which  the  French  made  use  of  during  the 
action,  is  said  to  have  belonged  to  the  Patriots,  and  to 
have  been  part  of  that  sent  from  England.  We  passed  it 
on  the  road,  about  two  leagues  on  this  side  of  Villa  Franca, 
and  having  been  seized  by  the  French,  it  was  thus  turned 
against  us.  As  almost  all  our  guns  had  been  embarked, 
our  army  had  not  the  advantage  of  Colonel  Shrapnell's 
shells,  which  is  a  circumstance  much  to  be  regretted,  as 
their  being  used  would  have  been  of  the  greatest  assist- 
ance to  us. 

The  campaign,  having  now  terminated,  many  of  our 
officers  speak  very  freely  of  the  want  of  military  talent 
displayed  in  the  retreat,  as  conducted  by  Sir  John  Moore. 
You  cannot  expect  that  I  should  undertake  to  put  you 
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in  possession  of  all  the  arguments  used  on  both  sides.  I 
foresee,  however,  that  the  rapidity  of  our  marches  will 
hereafter  be  censured,  and  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  Sir 
John's  friends  to  prove  the  absolute  necessity  of  so  much 
baste,  in  order  to  justify  his  memory  from  some-degree  of 
blame  ;  at  least  three-fourths,  if  not  four-fifths  of  the  loss 
I  which  we  have  sustained  is  to  be  attributed  to  that  cause. 
I  have  already  told  you  of  our  situation  with  reganl  to 
pirovisions.  Of  animal  foody  you  wilt  observe,  there 
was  no  want ;  and  many  officers  think,  that  after  having 
retired  to  Villa  Franca  del  Bierzo,  it  was  quite  impossible 
for  the.Frtnch  to  get  in  our  rear,  and  that  a  stand  ought 
to  have  been  made,  at  that  piace.    The.  event  has  proved 

Ithat  Spain  was  not  to  .be  quitted  without  an  enga^^ 

.meat. 

The  army  are  unanimous  in  expressing  their  satis&ctidn 
that  one  took  place,  ia  they  conceive  that  it  was  necessaiT" 
to  redeem  the  honour  of  the  coimtry  ;  but  even  here  there 
is  wmetbing  like  &  doubt  expressed,  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  measures  adopted  by  the  Commander-in-Chief.  Yon 
know  that  there  are  two  hills  near  Corunnia,  differing  both 
ill  height  and  extent.  ,  The  largfer  and  higher  was  mscupied 
by  the-Frem*  on  the  15*h  ;  ofttliat  nearer  to  -Corunna 
was  postoi  our  army.  .Now  it-is  isaid  that  Sin  John  Moqi% 
jnight  have  pflerentad  thefeaem^  from  occupyingtheJMtt, 
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and'  erecting  his  batteries  oa  it,  had  he  brought  up  the 
Spanish  mortus  from  the  defences  of  tlie  town,  and  an- 
noyed bim  by  a  smart  shover  of  shells,  of  which  there 
was  an  abHndsnce  in  Corunoa.  1  knorr  not  bow  this  as- 
sertion can  be  answered,  unless  by  alleging  that  our  army 
was  not  found  sufficiently  numerous  to  occupy  the  great 
hill,  as  had,  indeed,  been  at  first  intended. 

All  theBB  paints  will,  no  doubt,  be  freely  discussed  by 
those  who  are  competent  to  the  task  ;  for  nothing- can  be 
more  absurd  than  the  maxim  de  mortuis  nil  nUi  honum.  The 
discussion,  indeed,  of  the  faults  and  oversights,  as  well  aa 
of  the  great  actions  oS  public  men,  is  of  high  importance  to 
the  welfare  of  society.  The  actors  themselves,  when  placed 
within  the  narrow  limits  of  the  tomb,  are,  of  course,  -indif^ 
ferent  to  the  agitation  of  such  questions ;  but  their  rela- 
tions are  interested  in  the  preservation  of  their  fiune,  and 
will  justify  it  by  every  tBeaas  in  their  power. 

As  to  myself,  I  possess  neither  talents  nor  information 
^r  entering  upon  the  consideration  of  a  question  purely 
inilitary.  I  think  that  Sir  John  Moore  was  not  a  little 
unlucky,  in  having  to  deal  first  with  a  madman  in  Sweden, 
and  then  with  a  set  of  irresolute  politicians  and  fanatics  in 
Spain.  It  was  next  to  impossible  tint  be  could  escape 
from  the  dilemma  in  which  he  waa'phoed,  without  inon- 
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Ting>  fVom  one  party  or  otben,  a-  certain  degree  of  obloqdy. 
He  was  placed  in  a  sitiiation>  the  most  awfully  respoiMMc 
that  any  British  General  has  yet  occupied.  Comraaoding 
adivided  force*  in  the  midst  of  a  country  to  which  himsdf 
and  his  whole  army  were,  I  may -sfty.entire  strangers— in  an 
open  plain,  sutroundedby  an  enemy  amply  provided  with 
cavalry — opposed  to  that  man  too,  who,  from  his  superior 
fortune  and  military  genius,  seems  destined  and  fitted  to 
direct  all  the  nations  of  the  Contioent:,  it  wa*  ue&t  to'4m- 
po8»bletbat  he  could  gratify  the  sanguiae  «xpeQM^tio«s  bf 
his  country. 

He  had,  therefore,  hut  a  choice  of  difficulties.  Having 
made  his  election,  he  had  to  encounter  the  whole  power 
of  the  enemy,  brought  a^QCnnft  him  froni<  various  points. 
He  was  aware  of  the  promise  which  Napoleon  had  made 
to  the  Parisians,  that  **  he  wonW  present  to  them  the  re» 
mains  of  the  gaily  drest  English."  He  waS:therefore  justi- 
fied in  expecting  that  every  possible  exertion  would  be 
used  by  that  wonderftil  man,  to  fulfil  his  promise  ;  in  at- 
tempting which,  however,  he  has  fortunately  failed. 

Th^  question  then  is  narrowed  to  this  point :  Was  it 
necessary  for  our  Commander-in-Chief  to  hurry  bis  army 
by  such  severe  forced  marches,  through  a  countiy,  per- 
haps the  stronger  in  £uHif)e>   If  this  oaoenity  be  pvof«d. 
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the  character  of  Sir  John.  Moore,  diatiaguished  as  ,it  al- 
i-eady  is  for  manly  sense,  patriotism,  and  an  uncommon 
share  of  military  knowledge,  will  be  further  ennobled  by 
'  ttie  recollection,  that  baying  been  destined  to  £11  the  moat 
a^rduous  of  all  stations,  he  fell  in  the  arms  of  victory,  after 
conducting  a  most  difficult  retreat,  .pursued  by  the  con- 
queror of  Europe,  and  the  whole  elit6  of  the  French  army. 

P.  S.  I  have  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  General  Orders 
issued,  by  Lieutenant-General  Hope,,  after  the  action. of 
the  16th : 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Hit  Majestys  Skip  Audacious,  Jattuar^  ISj  18C9. 

"  The  iireparable  loss  that  has  been  sustained  by  the  fall  of  the 
Commander  of  the  forces,  and  the  severe  woand  which  has  re- 
ntftTed  Sir  Darid  Baird  from  his  station,  render  it  the  duty  of  Lieu- 
.te^aDt-General  Hope  to  congratulate  the  army  upon  the  successful 
result  of  tte  action  of  the  16th. 

"  On  no  occasion  has  the  undaunted  valour  of  British  troops  ever 
been  more  raanifest.  At  the  termination  bf  a  severe  and  harassing 
march,  rendered  necessary  by  the  superiority  of  numbers  which  the 
enemy  had  acquired,  and  which  bad  materially  impaired  the  e£S,- 
ciency  of  the  troops,  many  disadvantages  were  to  be  encountered. 

"  These  have  aU  been  surmounted  by  the  troops  themselves,  and 
Ae  enemy  has  been' taught^  that,  whatever  advantages  of  position 
or  of  numbers  he  may  emploj..  <Iiere  is  inherent  jo  the  British 
officer  and  doldicr  a  bravery  that  knows  rot  how  to  yield,  tliat  no 
ciroumstftucescan  appftl,'  and  that  win  insiire  victory  when  it  is  to 
;be  obtained  by  the  exertion  of  any  homoh  taeans..  '  '    ' 


yGoogle 


OAHiPAiGN  JW  spatn/  S55* 

"  Tbe  Lieutenant-General  has  the  greatest  aatisfftctioii  in  distio- 
^uisbing  goch  meritorious  services  as  come  wiUto  his  observation, 
or  bave-  been  brought  to  bis  knowledge. 

"  His  ackaovrledgments  are  in  a,  particular  manner  due  to  Major- 
General  Lord  "William  Bentinck,  and  the  brigade  under  his  eom- 
mand,  consisting  c^  tbe  fourth,  forty-second,  and  fiftieth  regimcais, 
and  which  sustained  the  weight  of  the  attack. 

"  Major-Geoeral  Manuingham,  with  his  brigade,  consisting  of 
the  Rojals,  the  twenty-sixth,  and  eighth-first  regiments,  and  Ma- 
jor-General  Warde,  with  the  brigade  of  Guards,  will  also  be  pleased 
to  accept  bis  best  thanks  for  their  steady  and  gallant  conduct  during 
the  action. 

"  To  Major-General  Paget,  who,  by  a  judicious  moTement  of 
Ae  reserve,  efiiectuallj  contributed  to  check  the  progress  of  the 
enemy  on  the  right,  and  to  the  first  battalion  of  the  fifty-second 
and  nioety-flfth  regiments,  whichwere^bereby  engaged,  tbe  greatest 
praise  is  justly  due. 

"  That  part  of  Major-General  Leith's  brigade  which  were  en- 
gaged, consistii^  of  the  fifiy-iiinth  regiment, -under  tbe  oooduct  of 
the  Major -General,  also  claims  marked  approbation. 

"  The  enemy  not  having  rendered  the  attack  on  tbe  left  a  serious 
one,  did  not  afford  to  the  troops  stationed'  in  that  quarter,  the  op- 
portunity of  displaying  that  gallantrj  which  must  bave  made  him 
repent  tbe  attempt.  The  pickets  and  advanced  posts,  however, 
of  the  brigade,  under  Mi^or-Generals  Hill  and  Leitb,  and  Colooel 
Catlin  Crawford,  conducted  themselves  with  determined  resolution, 
and  were  ably  supported  by  the  0£Bcers  commanding  the  brigades,, 
and  by  the  troops  of  which  they  are  composed. 

"  It  is  peculiarly  incumbent  on  the  Lieutenant-General  to  notice 
tbe  vigorous  attack  made  by  tbe  Kcond  battalion  of  tbe  fourteenth 
regiment,  under  tbe  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nicoll,  which 
drove  tbe  enemy  out  of  tbe  villi^  on  the  leftj  of  which  be  bad 
for  a  moment  possessed  hioiselft 
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"  The  esertioDs  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Murray^  Quarter-Marin- 
Generalj  and  the  other  Officers  of  the  General  Staff,  during  the 
action*  were  unremitted^  and  deserve  every  degree  of  approbation. 

"The  illness  of  Brigadier-Geoeral  Clinton.  AdJutant-GeDeraI> 
unfortunately  deprived  the  army  of  the  benefit  of  his  services. 

"  The  Lieutenant-General  hopes  the  loss,  in  pointof  numbers,  ii 
not  so  considerable  as  might  have  been  expected.  He  laments, 
however,  the  fall  of  the  gallant  soldiers  and  valuable  officers  who 
have  8ufier.ed. 

"  He  Ittiowa  that  it  is  iroposuble^  in  any  language  he  can  use,  to 
enhance  the  esteem,  or  diminieh  the  regret,  that  the  army  feels  in 
common  with  him  for  its  late  commander.  His  career  has  been  un* 
fortunately  too  limited  for  his  .country,  but  has  been  sufficient  for 
his  own  fame.  Beloved  by  the  army,  hoaoured  by  his  Sovereigi^ 
ftnd  respeicted  by  bis  country,  he  ha«  termiaated  a  life  devoted  to  her 
service  by  a  glorious  death,  leaving  his  name  as  a  m^orial,  an  ex- 
ample, and  an  incitement  to  those  who  shall  follow  him  in  the  path 
of  hoDour  ;  and  it  is  from  his  country  alone,  that  his  memnry  can 
receive  the  tribute  whf eh  is  its  doe." 
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LETTER  LV. 

iPOLOCr  FOR  THE  CONDUCT  OF  THE  SOLDIERY  TOWARDS  TH^  SPANl- 
ARDS.'^-UUMAMltV'oF  BRITISH  SOIDIERB  EiEMpliriEO  It"  THE 
BAlfTLEOF'TIMIERA.-^BRITIStl  AND  FRBHCH  ArKHlBSCOKTRAtTBD. 
.-"IMPEKIAL  ^fO«)JUfHBRi.---^ieiU>KffC£;OF  _HIN()TE  CEil^I^4^U^ 
CAL  pETAILS  OFTEN  SEVERELY  FELT  IN  CONDUCTING  THE  OPERA- 
TIONS OF' ARMIES.— THE  FORCE  OF  OPIMot^'.-^CflANGE  NECESSARY 
IN  THE  ARMT  Of  AITOTEIA '.  AND  IM  'telK  <OVDVCT  <tt'  AFTAlM  IM 
SPAIN.  ■  .       ,/,.'■  ..      .    .     ^ 

■::■-...     Gospojiy  Jaimafy,  iHoS.' ' 

.  Fearfvl,  from  somt  exprfed$k>ridin'ycAir'  iettel'  of  this 
day,  that  you  have  received  afalse  impre^ion  of  .theiooiK 
duct  of  the  Britifih  troope  towards  the  Spaniaffda^I^conid 
wish  ta  lay  before  you  the  ceal  state  of:  fiuifes, '  ^eaufimg 
that  every  possible  allowance  ought  to  be  made  for  the 
irritation  of  our  iilett*!»:  miads^  pi^dced  l^y  the  tetfcat. 
Indeed,  duHng  the  whole'campaigA;>fltey^yihc»d  a&  much 
bumanit/and  geo^rodity;  as  ot  hriirery  uvd  heroism. :  vo 

But  reciprocal  igndmnce  of  langoa^^  and  diireriH^ifof 
reHgiovs  customs  and  local  prejudioesy  were  ^ipfttually 
interposing  to-frustrate  the  endeavours  of  the  officers  to 
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preserve  amity  between  the  soldiery  and  the  Spaniards. 
Besides,  as  in  Gallicia,  and  the  north  of  Spain,  there  is 
more  specie  than  real  property,  our  soldiers  were  fre- 
quently incensed  at  finding  that  the  offer  of  a  dollar  would 
not  induce  apeasant'to'pa'rt'VitTl'Viuorsel -of  rusty  bacon, 
a  few  garlic  sausages,  or  a  bit  of  bread,  which  often,  in 
fqf  t,  w^f?  pot  ii)trinsicaljy,  worth.,  ope-third  of  the  sum. 
Onanrivingof  ai  evening  «kt  tbeir  villages,  after  a  most 
ft'tigaing  marchi-i-wrt  to  theskhryyet-  expiring  with  thirst, 
^h^se,  unfeeling  mortals  otien  refuseil,  when'  requesteil  by 
our  men^,  tp  run  to  th^.acyoinipgfovFttain  for  a  pitcher  of 
water,  or  to  procure  a  few  heath-roots  to  make'  a  fire. 
H«^<^  £[;^^<^nt^  bicl^erings  ensued,  and  sometimes  a  few 
blows,  which  the  Spaniards  generally  deserved.  That  the 
BitlaJtof.thii  British;  »WI)isr  i»,iw^»ftbleifff)»anit»^iCfiJ«#ty, 
mAiisiHitmed.iff  I^t>^t,.t9eptilim>.l  <^>>^KOfiYuKe,]/S!f 
U|r!«ovti;^,»«iieodiHe»l)  b«ti>K>«  i»«jf,j(i^.^!lu«f;lHw^.t^ 
t^'tibrjiB^loning:'i      -,  i-  ]..  ■;    .;\t  i,.,i  ■  ,-':  ■■ ., 

.)i;Al)th8itiattle,()f  ;Viw»pr^otirin»ft»,»*«ibelona«d;!li«iti^ 
rtikli£ti«  lMidiwh«t)«d,<»*fm49W»  ♦»usri«l,;)Mre„p^fi»f^ 
over.by^ithe  Fteoeh  i»th*ir  a«ly»Bf*.  b«t.w*fe,  ifbiwaBljr 
stabbed  by  them  in  the  limbs  or  trunk  afterwards.  How 
idi^ith&Bbithh l^e)»v«  ti«W)»rd»'tl»Mn«lid«r  ^b» ;«ui»epir- 
fitsnitapixs f I  .vTJieir  first  act,  on  conmg  lup.  with  a 
'««iHiiled  FilgiicfaiBW^'  »«s  to  undiDg.t^  >caateeB  ism 
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tbt!a:s\iofi\deta,  ^n4  poui;.apoi!ei(>a  o£iii)iaaateliteaatpob^ 
quiiwnagJip^i  Tbiithaippclnea  'iriinluihierable({ittilMii!M. 
I,itill  then  go  adiadd'  laiii  winb  iiithrimeEiiiata^.rilKakiif 
properljr  #an)^Bd>  and' ably, ledjoijfJi»*JBDVji>a>  tiokiiradif^ 
riHfe  ia'tlMMiffan  AialildeDcehdioiiqrof  .tbattiimUitl  MlfcrjR^ 
tBou  «&i>,.'do(dliibtad  'b}t4  Bl^kiFtinceiiltutwo  ismx^iilaig 
«>mteera'r,diiutfl)tfioin  thdifa|iti%<s|>ot^  <rf rUieit'  lexthiitWE 
wmim.i.iim&iiefMiitsiotlthtmApnmiiKm  wliala|Bibo)iliat- 
!H!ging:nabdi>ddpop<ilM>>%  iKwetKO)"  'Om  ijrdioibfCBimk^ 
ibiccult^'fn  Uetib^ng^that  Wrannf  joigfat  aaefi; [««)&■)& 
little  laixiifgeDkMiti-.bei  DMde  «4«al>  to  ttiati  sf  >'««iii»^§l«itliia 
Spawi}  I  lit ; .wJalrealdi>' '«qtaal;i itlndilli<ii«i''  tbdw  «qst«J4<i% 
flreiiy.itktog  but  mUmlxwiu  ClinyerBf)  tliecfaiitityisfcil* 
whicb,  nponalt dcoiHiOD^t 'w«  tantiiUli  th^fo«u^«<«aitait 
absolutely  overpowered  by  floBberf).'"''  I)-"''  "'  ru.'.yrm 

,..  OuEliettiyisrv-officewfaMvt'ptenBtt  tttt  kiwblnigiUen 
esteemed  lil)cb«et  in  S^rbpsii  >i(!mrf*>itii|«iyii8iiat  J(af|Ui 
xQUchi  supenor  tiKtAatt<tf$^nmde'-'/9iJidlinfariM)ds  oi^^odBM 
nitKaricit  iuust  alitiiysi  be't<>  <tilM^f  a.  apiitiiiattll  iini^j  ysf; 
Witha  bttU attentM, M  xAi^ttaettH^ifaii^eititsfttlfi^ 
effective.  As  to  the  French  generals  of  thefH^bentidw^ 
they  are  mostly  ignorant  and  uneducated  men,  and  in  every 
ni(>sttlita<biior.*ictji^  gtniMUtff  tM^BnglijtfliaHfay.X'Sbw 
tibepwiyou  iililhi>l3tUiiiHj(i«k,'i«6^iit'>lUipp«H<l  'VltA  tW^ 
b»y«iawiiubutlidi;g><Mk«i'^ilt'^  ^i^9>'  ttHHtftrtM 
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^tbegcmenil-  tiorruptioo  of  their  opponents,  and  their  \«!eak, 
bigoted  policy;  but  chiefly  from  the  force  of  ojpiaion, 
•which  has  abne  more  for  thein  than  all  other  canset.  The 
-Qptniotf  of  every^natioh,  our  own  alone  excepted,  seems  to 
'be,  that' thar French,  especially  with  Bonaparte  at  their 
:head,.arB  iDTiocihle;  -  .And  J  lAustadd  that,  by  the  most 
minute  attention  to  geographical  and  topographical  de- 
-tails,'  they  have  acquired  a.  method 'Of  combining  a  series 
of  complicated  movements  with  ,a  degree  of  mathematical 
certainty— «  thing  never  before  attempted.  With  each 
corps  d'anoee  are  two  or  three  men,  n^ued  imperial  geo- 
g>aphepa  whOi  with  the  largest  and  best  maps'of  Europe 
*nder  their  ey«Sj  direct  the  marok  of  every  detachment, 
and  compute  tb^  half  hours,  nay  minutes,  which  will  be 
necessary  to  efiect  each  movement. 

Hence  tbeii!  attacks  are  characterized  by  a  simultaneous 
impulse  and  rapidity  wJiich,  at  first  sight,  appears  asto- 
oishhig.  How  much  have  we  not-  lost  from  a  defect  in  this 
qwcies  of  knowledge.  Consider  the  jGuluie  of  our  iiist 
attempt  on  Seringapatam,  ^nd  our  late  march  to  attack 
Buenos  Ayres. ' ' 

.  Nay,  dHriog.  pM  late  retreat  iq  Spain,  ihould  it  not 
hav«  been  known  that  it  was  iwpostibieibr.tbe  enemy  to 
get  between  us  and  the  sea  by  a^y  lateral  lioad  on  our  left, 
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•od  that1)efoi«  he  could  come  round  our  right,  be  must 
:h^Te  heaten  and  dispersed  General*  Crawford  and  Atten's 
,bFi^de,  and  the  Marqnis  de  kt  Romana's  amy  ?  Sir 
jTohn  Moore,  it  is  presumed,  wbnld  iiot  have -retreated  so 

jo^dly  through  the  strongest  country  in  Europe,  had  it 

not  been  from  a  defect  of  knowledge  suchas-thftt  of  which 

I  speak. 

As  to  the  foirce  of  opinion,  already  mentioned,  ever}' 
day  shows  us  more  and  more  its  paralysing  efifects.  Let  . 
the  modern  Alexander  make  but  a  promise,  we  already 
begin  to  believe  it  half  accomplished.  If  he  should  say, 
"  I  will  crown  Berthier  at  Constantinople,  and  place  my 
eagles  on  the  minarets  of  Jerusalem,  before  the  end  of 
August ;"  immediately  half  the  newspapers  of  Europe 
will  say,  "  Alas !  its  all  over  with  Turkey  and  Syria !" 
But  it  is  time  to  awaken  from  this  sort  of  lethargy,  and 
make  use  of  common  sense. 

Let  Austria  say  to  her  soldiera;  "  Nobility  shall  no 
longer  be  neceiisary  to  qualify  my  people  for  becoming 
officera ;  fight  with  courage  and  energy,  for  the  contest  is 
no  longer  for  me  solely,  but  for  your  countiy  and  your- 
selves." 

Let  Spain  dismiss  her  miserable  Juntai,  and  say  to 
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Palafox  or  Cuesta,  ^*  You  are  invesied  witU  plenafy 
powers  :  call  forth  iH  fbe  remurees  of  your  ooiintry,  emd 
drive  our  iuv^ders.  acroaa  the  Fyrennees/*'  'These  things 
done,  victory  would  again  fly  from  the  eagles  of  Na^ 
poleon,  and  the. baffled  armies  of  Oaul  ntnice in  tenor 
their  steps- tx>tfatir  native  land.  :t 
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LETTER  tVI. 


ILLItSm    im     DEATH   OP-  BBIAADIEB-OBMIUUL    AIlMnvniKK.-— «IB 

,    JOHN     MPOPB,;— al8    pqVUC  LlF^:>^llITEK£8TlN«.^liBCl»(>TK:.— 7 

BLEQANT  TRIBUTE  PAID  TO  Bll  HEMORT  BY  TtfE  DUKE  pv  YORK.  . 


Oosport,  Febmtry.  1809, 

1  HAVE  just  been  fevoured,  my  friend,  with  your  kind 
letter, 'and  shall  endeavour  to  supply  you  with  such' jn- 
foramtien  aa  I  at  pieseait  possess,  on  the  pointis  yo«  aU 
la^to.  ■'  ....'■-'■,       .J 

As  to  tUe  illness  knd  death  of  CensralAiattqtlier;  the 
account^'yoti  have  <heu:d  are  fer  imm  nirrect^  I  Siak  saw 
bim  «n  the  evsning  of  the'  lOth.  at  Betnooa.  He  waa  erii- 
dently  Ubourlog' under  iniamaatioq  of  ;the>  lungs ;  but 
was  -relievid  by  losiiig  bl«od. .  Chi  Tititingihini  early  on  tha 
Ibllowing  motuiag,  he  waa  no  better,  .and'  1  Mid  a  good 
deal  aianned  ts  find  that  he  had  hardly  any  recoUectson 
of  what  bad  passed  the. preceding  erening.  He. bad  been 
adrised'iO'tnvei  ina  carriage  to  Comnna.    Thatx»aiey-> 
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ance,  hovever,  could  not  be  procured,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  ride  on  horseback — a  circumstance  which  was  to  be  la^- 
mented,  as  the  morning  was  cold,  and  he  was  inclined  to 
perspire. 

He  informed  the  g^nttemen  about  him,  that  he  had 
been  for  twenty-two  hours  on  horseback*  during  which 
time  he  had  tasted  nothing,  except  a  bit  of  sea  biscuit  and 
a  drop  of  rum  ;  and  that  at  length,  quite  worn  out  with 
-  fotigue,  he  had  thrown  himself  down  in  a  field,  and  slept 
for  about  an  hour  in  the  rain.  To  this  circumstance  he 
attributed  his  illness. 

Od  tibe  11th,  after  his  ride^  to  Corunna,  he  was  much 
worse.  He  was  again  bled,  without  his  symptom^  being 
alleviated.  The  disease  ran  its  course  very  speedily,  uur 
interrupted  by  any  of  the  remedies  employed.  The  deli- 
rium, apparent  almost  £rom  the  first  attack,  sp^ily  in- 
creased, and  on  the  night  of  the  I4tb  he  was  no.  more. 
Daring  the  interval  of  moHt>id  aberration  of  mindi  h^ 
showed  the  ruling  passions  strong  in  death.  He. often 
talked  of  the  military  positions  along  the  coast  of  the  Astu- 
rias  ,MdiSfontana. .  At  intervals,  he  sppke  to  his  frieiids, 
whom  he  knew  and  named.^In  common  with  the  rest  of 
the  army,  I  deplore  his  death. — He  was  by  all  allowed  to 
be  an  excellent  officer,  and  a  worthy  upright  man. 
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Of  the  life  of  our  late  lamented  Conlminder-in-Chief, 
I  can  send  you  but  an  imperfect  account. 

He  was,  aa  you  perhaps  know,  a  son  of  Dr.  Moort, 
tbe  physician  and  admired  author.  He  accompanied  his 
father  during  his  tour  through  Europe  with  the  late  Duke 
of  Hamilton,  Between  that  ndblentan  and  the  Genaral 
there  existed  the  varment  friendship,  which  the  ileath  of 
the  former  alone  dissolved. 

Mr.  Moore  having  chosen  the  profession  of  arms,  ros«? 
rapidly  through  the  subordinate  steps :  and  after  distin- 
guishing himself  particularly  at  the  siege  of  Calvi,  in' 
Corsica,  (June,  1792),  he  accompanied  Sir  Ralph  Aber- 
cromby  to  Barbadoes,  in  1796.  Here  he  obtained  the 
rank  of  Brigadier-General ;  and,  together  with  his  friend 
Brigadier*General  Hope,  reduced  the  island  of  St.  Lucie, 
on  the  25th  May,  in  tlie  same  year. 

On  the  conclusion  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby's  campaign 
in  the  West  Indies,  he  returned  with  that  General  to  Eu- 
rope. Possessing  the  friendship  and  confidence  of  Sir 
Ralph,  he  accompanied  him,  firat  to  the  Helder,  and  af- 
terwards to  Egypt,  in  both-  Which  campaigns  he  was' 
wounded. 

On  returoing  to  England,  his  Majesty  conferred  on  him 
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the  order  of  the  Bath,  as  an  honourable  recompense  for 
his  important  services,  and  he  was  appointed  to  command 
at  Shorncliff,  in  Kent.  He  was  next,  unfortunately,  se- 
lected to  command  the  army  sent  to  assist  Sweden,  the 
pircumstances  attending  which  are  still  veiled  in  mystery. 

A  friend  of  mine,  who  was  near  Sir  John  Moore  when 
he  fell,  tells  me,  that  Major  •  •  •  •  immediately  ran  up  to 
him  with  a  blanket,  which  he  had  procured  from  asoldieo 
of  the  forty-second,  to  carry  him  off  the  field.  On  re- 
questing the  General's  leave  to  unbuckle  his  sword,  test 
its  weight  should  be  painful  to  him,  he  replied,  with  a- 
feint  smHe — "  No,  my  dear  Sir,  I  cannot. consent  to  that> 
there  is  room  enough  in  the  blanket  for  me  and  my  sword  i 
suffer  it  to  remain,  if  you  please  L" 

I  shall  subjoin  to  this  letter,  a  copy  of  General  Order* 
which  have  just  been  issued ;  they  convey  a  very  ele- 
gant tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  late  Commander-in- 
Chief:, 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

~  The  benefits  derived  to  our  arm;  from  the  example  of  a  diS'> 
tinguished  CotamaDder,  d»  not  terminate  at  his-death ;  his  virtues, 
live  in  tbe-  recoUection  of  his  associates,  and  his  fame  remains  the-  ' 
strongest  ineentive  to  great  aod.  glorious  actions. 

"  In  this  view,  the  Commauder-iD-Chief,  amidst  the  deep  and 
universal  regret  which  the  death  of  Lieutcnaut-Geocral  Sir  John. 
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Moore  baa  occasioned,  recalls  to  the  troops  the  military  career  of 
that  illustrious  Officer  for  their  ioBtruction  abd  imitation. 

"  Sir  John  Moore,  from  his  youth,  embraced  the  profession' 
with  the  feelings  and  sentiments  of  a  soldier;  he  felt,  that  a  perfect 
knowledge^  and  an  exact  performance  of  the  humblebut  important 
duties  of  a  Bitbaltern  officer,  are  the  best  foundations  for  subse- 
quent military  fame  ;  and  his  ardent  mind,  while  it  looked  forward 
to  those  brilliant  achievements  for  which  it  was  formed,  applied 
itself,  with  .energy  and  exemplary  assiduity,  to  the  duties  of  thafr 
station. 

"  In  the  school  of  regimental  duty,  he  obtained  that  correct 
knowledge  of  bis  profession  so  essential  to  the  proper  direction  of 
the  gallant  spirit  of  the  soldier;  and  he  was  enabled  to  establish  a 
characteristic  order  and  regularity  of  conduct,  because  the  troops 
found  in  their  leader  a  striking  example  of  the  discipline  which 
he  enforced  on  others. 

"  Havii^  rtseo  to  command,  he  signalized  his  name  in  the  West 
Indies  in  Holland,  and  in  Egypt.  The  unremitting  attention 
with  which  he  devoted  himself  to  the  duties  of  every  branch,  of  bis 
profession,  obtained  him  the  confidence  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby, 
and  he  became  the  companion  in  arms  of  that  illustrious  officer, 
who  fell  at  the  head  of  his  victorious  troops,  in  an  action  which 
maintained  our  national  superiority  over  the  arras  of  France. 

"  Thus  Sir  John  Moore  at  an  early  period  obtained,  with  general 
approbation,  that  conspicuous  station,  in  which  he  gloriously  ter- 
minated his  useful  and  honourable  life. 

"  Id  a  military  character,  obtained  amidst  the  dangers  of  climate, 
the  privations,  incident  to  service,  and  the  sufferings  of  repeated 
wounds,  it  is  difficult  to  select  any  one  point  as  a  preferable  subject 
for  praise;  it  exhibits,  however,  one  feature  so  particularly  cha- 
racteristic of  the  man,  and  so  important  to  the  best  interests  of 
theservite,  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  is  pleased  to  mark  it  with 
his  peculiar  approbation. 

"  Thie  life  of  Sir  John  Moore  was  spent  among  the  troops. 
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"  During  the  season  of  repose,  his  time'  was  devoted  to  the  care 
and  instruetion  of  the  officer  and  soldier ;  in  war,  he  courted  ser- 
vice io  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  Regardless  of  personal  consi- 
derations, be  esteemed  that  to  vrbich  bis  countrj^caUed  him  the 
post  of  honour,  and  by  his  undaunted  spirit,  and  unconquerable 
perseverance,  .be  pointed  the  way  to  victory. 

"  His  country,  the  object  of  his  latest  solicitude,  will  rear  a 
monument  to  his  lamented  memory  ;  and  the  Commaoder-in'Obief 
feels  he  is  paying  the  best  tribute  to  his  fauie,  by  thus  bplding  him 
forth  as  an  example  to  the  army. 

"  By  order  of  his  Royal  Higboess  the  Commander-in-Chief. 
"  Hardy  Caltebt, 

"  Adjulaot'General.     . 
«  IIorst-Guardit  February  Irt,  18C9." 
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No.  1. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon.  Charles  Stewart  to  MajorMmerat 

Spencer. 

[By  Mr.  Adair.] 

Downtii^SfrMf,  26tkjMie,  1608. 

I  HAVE  Lord  Castlereagh's  directioiu  to  enclose,  for  your 
infonniition,  copies  of  commnnications  that  have  been  receiTod  from  the 
RepresentatiFes  of  the  principality  of  Asturias  by  his  Majesty's  Gorem- 
meot,  together  with  the  answer  that  has  been  tzaasmitted  by  his  Majesty's 
command. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       CHARLES  STEWART. 

7b  Major-OtnenU  Sp*neer, 
*«.  *c.  kc. 

(Enclocate.) 

TRANSLATION, 

Maqmaninoui  Mokaech  or  Great  BiiTAiir^ 

THE  principality  of  Aaturias  Hnited  in  the  General  Assembly 

•f  ReprMentatiTee,  in  whom,  from  the  paiticohr  circumstancM  which  will 

W  laid  before  your  Majesty,  the  entire  aorereignty  is  now  placed,  abhocring 

the  thoogliti  of  fidling  into  slavery  ondw  a  conqoeror  who  seeks  to  extend 
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his  dominion  by  perffdy  rather  than  by  vnlour  or  justice,  and  aiiirasted 
with  grief  at  seeii^  their  unfortanate  King,  Ferdinand  the  Seventh,  with  th« 
rest  of  (he  Royat  Family,  in  the  chains  ofa  tyrant,  the  violator  of  all  juBlicc, 
have  (his  day  openfy  taken  arms  in  their  defence  to  recover  (he  monarchy, 
although  they  cannot  recover  the  persons  of  their  sovereigns. 

The  determinatian,  Sire,  is  a  great  one,  bat  theipiritand  justice  vrith 
which  this  nation  has  undertaken  it,  arc  no  less  so,  as  well  as  the  confidence 
which  it  entertains  in  the  fiivor  and  assistance  of  this  generous  nation  and 
its  aagust  Sovereign,  who  will  not  fail  to  perceive  the  dreadful  consequences 
which  must  result  from  the  unbosnded  amhitlon  of  the  French  Government, 
-  whose  power,  excessively  augmented  by  (be  possessioii  of  the  mouarchy 
0f  Spain^  would  aspire  to  universal  monarchy. 

The  Principality,  therefore,  through  it£  Deputies  furnished  with  full 
powers,  presents  itself  to  solicit  from  your  Majesty  the  succours  necessary 
in  their  present  situation,  and  with  their  General  in  Chief  the  Marquis  of 
Santa  Crat  de  Maazonado,  recogniawJ  awd  sworn  into  his  office,  they  bop* 
that  your  Majesty  will  deign  to  attend  to  their  earnest  solicilations. 

May  the  Lord  preserve  the  itapiatatU  life  of  your  Majesty. 

Oeieio,  ZSlftMay,  180S. 

■     (8igned>. 

.  The  RepreaestativMaf  tfifl  PtatnnAUirr  of  Amvubm. 
Ihc  Marquis  Db  SuLNTAt  Cslvx  t>E  lilAesoHXSo. 
The  Count  Mahil  Penalba. 
DimA.PLOBBz  ESiTADA  CABALLEBo,.ProcaradorGeitetHK. 

By  Order  of  the  General  Junta  of  Aktauu,. 
Juan-Amiillbz  Flobal, 

Representative  and  Secretary. 

(Encldnire.) 

Aret^qffoc,  l-2tk  June,  ]803. 
GENTLEMEN,- 

I  HATE  laid  bcfhw  tte  Uing  my  muter  tb«  letter  which 
you  were  commissioned  to«envey  to  his  Majesty  fhrni  dw  Geoeral  •fupto  tt 
the.  KindpaKty  of  Astertas,  and  the  powers  with  wfaiiJi  yon  have  beM    ■ 
fhimhhed  for  soliciting  la  the  OKne  of  t^al  bo^  his  Majcsty*k  h 
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I  am  fiommniKlrf  by  the  King  to  nsar«  you>  (hat  bii  Majaty  E«es  *ith 
the  most  lively  Interest  the  loyal  and  braVe  deteriDibatLon  of  the  Friricipallty 
of  Asturias,  to  maititaiii  against  the  unprincipled  usurpattoo  of  FrmtoCf  a 
struggle  for  lite  rMtoriltloii  and  indepcidenbe  of  thd  Spanish  ilionvchy,  and 
that  his  Majesty  is  di!ipo6«d  to  allbrd  ereiy  aesIstJuioo  and  rtpport  to  ab 
effort  so  magnartinfom  and  pralae-wortby. 

In  pursnaace  of  this  disposition,  his  Hnjesty  has  directed  suok  artielesof 
military  supply  as  hare  been  deacrlbed  to  be  tnott  inmedlately  twOenary,  t* 
be  shipped  itlthout  delay  for  llic  port  of  Gijon*  and  has  ordered  a  British 
linral  AJrcetobetMnched  to  llM  coast  of  Asttitiaa,sliffioient  te  prcrteot  them 
Against  any  attempt  wbich  might  \tt  ttode  by  Franea  to  inlraduoc  ttoopf 
by  sea  into  that  country. 

Every  uKeriM  cflbrt  will  be  obaeaAilly  Mude  by  bis  Majesty  w  support  o£ 
flo  jMt  a  oaasA.  I  am  eomttanded  by  bis  Majwty  to  declare  to  yos  hia 
Majesty's  wlllingnen  to  extend  his  support  to  &n  sticb  oth«r  purls  of  the 
Spanish  oMnarchy^  t*  riiall  shew  Iheimelfw  to  be  actuated  by  the  eAtnA 
tpirit  ffhich  aniraatei  the  inbabitatits  of  Asturias  ;  end  b(«  earnest  de»ire  <a 
tmew  fbflse  ties  of  frieuIsUp  which  so  long  mbdlMed  between  the  two  king* 
dmm,  mid  to  direct  tbm  joint  efibrts  agithut  that  powtt  whkih  bata  pcovoA 
itself  not  lew  the  ennby  *f  Spain  thm  «r  Great  Btham. 

I  bare  ewraettly  to  iflcommtead  that  no  time  niay  be  Idst  in  apprbing-th* 
General  JttHa  of  the  Astsrlas  of  the  roeeptiofi  which  his  Majesty  basgireri 
to  their  propasah  tlmngh  yov,  and  1  bare  to  Uatana  yoa  that  a  vesed  is  i» 
teaclirtesa  a»  PorUMOutli  fcr  the  conveyance  of  «ny  mteaaga  wbon  yott  may 
wish  to  dispatcb  wilb  this  cominunicHtiM. 

I  hare,  See. 
(Signed)       GEORGE  CANNING. 


No.  II. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Viscount  Castlercagh  to  Mqjor-General 
Spencer. 

Hotcning'Street,  2StkJu>ie,  JtOS. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several  letters  fo 
the  29tli  inclusive,  and  I  have  to  signify  to  you  his  Siajesty's  approbation 
of  the  measures  puitaed  by  you  up  fo  that  date. 
a2 
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Mr.  Adair  will  put  you  in  pouenion  of  tlie  information  receir^d  by  his 
Idajest^'s  GoTemmcut  Felati?e  to  tbe  extension  of  the  insurrection  io  Spain, 
since  I  last  wrote. 

I  have  now  to  acquaint  yoa,  that  a  corps  under  tbe  orders  of  Iiieutenant 
General  Sir  Aitbar  Wellesley,  coosisting  of  about  9000  men,  is  ordered  to. 
proceed  from  Cork,  and  to  act  together  with  the  troops  bcretofore  under 
your  separate  eommand,  in  snch  manner  as  circamstaiices  may  point  out) 
in  support  of  the  efforts  of  the  Spanish  nation. 

With  a  view  of  facilitating  a  junctioii  with  the  corps  at  present  under 
your  command,  I  bare  to  conrey  to  you  the  King^s  pleasure,  that  ui  case 
you  should  have  returned  to  Gibraltar,  you  do  proceed  with  your  corps, 
again  off  Cadiz,  there  to  await  such  orders  as  you  may  receive  from  Lieu* 
lenant-General  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  availing  yourself  of  any  opening  that 
ctrcamstances  may  present  in  aid  of  the  commoii  cause,  previous  to  his 
joining  you ;  and  I  have  to  desire  that  you  will  communicate  with  Sit 
Arthur  Wellesley  io  tbe  manner  directed  in  my  dispatch  of  this  dale  to 
Bear- Admiral  Purri^,*  of  which  I  enclose  you  a  copy,  such  information 
as  you  may  receive,  and  such  spinions  as  you  may  be  enabled  to  form  as  to 
the  practicability  ef  his  corps  being  advantageously  employed  in  that  quaiter. 

I  am  not  aware  of  the  probability  «f  any  ot^t  having  presented  itseK 
within  the  Straits,  to  which  your  corps  can  hare  bean  applied.  SbiHild, 
however,  snch  have  been  the  case,  his  Majesty  is  pleased  to  entrust  yott 
with  a  discretion  of  suspending  th«  executiw  of  these  orders,  under  cir- 
cumstances which  may  appear  to  you  sufficiently  important  to  justify  tbft 
same.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CASTLEREAGH. 

To,  Major- General  Spencer, 


No.  III. 

Copj/  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Viscount  Castleratgk  to  M(^or-Generat 

Spencer. 

[Enclosed  to  Sir  Charles  Cotton. — -By  Col.  Tmnt,  gd  July  .J 

Dotcniag-Streel,  30th  June,  1608. 
tlRr 

REFERRING  to  my  dispatch  of  the  SSth.  insUnt,  f  am  to 

convey  to  you  tbe  Kbg*s  pleasure,  that  yon  do  proceed  on  receipt  of  this 

*  Vide  LetUr  to  Admiral  Purvi»,  98th  Juoe,  1609. 
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dff  fiet'agiis,  then  to  join  (be  corps  ander  Sit  Artbot  Weltealej^  and  to 
pUce  yoaraelf  under  his  orders. 

You  wilt  c  insider  yourwir,  howerer*  M  authorized  to  suipend  tb« 
ezecnlion  of  this  order  in  cage  jonr  corps  should  be  engaged  on  any  serrice 
more  to  the  southward,  which  in  your  judgment  it  ia  of  importance  to  his 
Majesty's  interests  should  not  be  abandoned. 

I  have,  Sec. 
(Signed^  CASTLEREAGH. 

*c.  $K.  Itc. 


No.  IV. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Castlereagk  to  Lieutenant-General  Sir 

Arthur  WeUesley,  K.  B. 
[Secret.] 

Dowuing-Sireet,  30th  Juiw,  1809, 

THE  occupatisn  of  Spain  and  Portugal  by  tbe  troops  of 
France,  and  the  entire  iisurpatioa  of  their  respective  Goremtnenta  by  that 
power,  has  determined  his  Majesty  to  direct  a  corps  of.his  troops  as  stated 
in  the  margin*  to  be  prepared  for  service,  to  be  employed  under  your 
orders  in  couotecacting  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  aqd  in  affording  the  Spa- 
nish and  Portuguese  nations  every  possible  aid  in  throwing  off  the  yoke  of 
France, 
You  will  teceire  encloced  the  ccmununicatioost  which  have  been  made  by 

•  5th  Foot  -       •       -       -        -  990 

»th 833 

3»th  ......  957 

40lh  ~ 843 

60th 936 

71rt 903 

gist  ......  j)i7 

gsth,  4  Compaaifs    -        .       .        .  400 

B-.V.B.  «Bb.  -       -       -       -  737 

30th  Light  DragooM        -       •       -  30O 

7819 
t  Vide  Letter  to Afajtft-qenmlSeCBCcr.SttliJyw, 
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the  deputies  of  (ht  pi\ac\'pa\Hy  of  Asturiu  and  tb4  ktngdom  of  Gilliolt  to 
his  Majesty's  Gorerrimeal,  to<rether  with  the  reply  which  bi>  Majesty  luw  di- 
lectud  to  be  inado  lo  theirdcmaru)  of  oniAanee. 

1  Rho  encloEs  a  statement  of  Gto  rapplifs  whieli  have  been  alaeady  di*- 
palch<.>d  to  the  port  of  Gijmi  for  the  asc  of  the  people  of  Astnrias. 

As  (he  deputies  from  llic  above  proTiacea  do  not  desUe  tbeemployntentof 
any  corps  of  Iiis  Majesly's  troops  in  (he  quarter  of  Spain  from  whence  they 
arc  iinnictl lately  ddpcfnted,  hut  have  rather  pressed,  as  calciilnted  to  operate 
a  powerful  diversion  in  their  favour,  the  importance  of  directing  the  eibrfg 
of  the  British  troops  to  tlie  expulsion  of  the  enemy  from  l^)rtogat,  iJiat  the 
insurrection  against  the  French  may  thereby  become  general  throughout  that 
kingdom  as  nell  as  in  Spain,  it  is  tbersfbre  deemed  expedient  that  your  at* 
tenlion  should  be  immediately  directed  to  that  object. 

Tlie  difficnlty  ofreluralDg  to  the  awthward  with  a  fleet  of  transports  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  rendns  it  expedient  that  you  should  in  the  first  in* 
stance  proceed  with  the  armament  under  your  orders  off  Cape  Finuterre. 
You  will  yourself  precede  them  in  a  fast  sailing  frigate  to  Corunna,  where 
you  will  have  the  best  means  of  learning  (he  actual  state  of  things  both  id 
Spain  and  Portugal,  and  of  judging  how  ftrthe  corps  under  your  immediate 
orders,  either  separately  or  reinforced  by  Mnjor-General  Spencer's,  can 
be  considered  as  of  sufficient  atren^tfa  to  ondertakean  opemtion  against  the 
Tagus. 

If  yoa  abooM  be  of  opinion,  fmm  the  informnlion  you  mfty  receive,  that 
the  enteFpriae  ia  question  cannot  be  nnderfnken  without  waiting  for  rein> 
forcements  from  home,  you  will  communicate  confidentially  to  the  Provi- 
nonal  Gonmincvt  of  Gallicia,  that  it  is  maferial  tothe  fnterestof  the  common 
«aaM  llwi^auc  arm  am —I  aLawld  W  ■■■UUd  iv  t«fc*  pn  aiiHmnigC  ta  the 
northnard  of  the  Tagus,  till  it  can  be  supported  by  a  further  force  front 
home ;  and  you  wiU  make  arrangements  with.them  fgr  having  permission 
to  proceed  with  it  to  Vigo,  where  it  {»  conceived  it  can  remain  with  not  less 
security  than  in  the  harbour  of  Perrot,  and  from  which  it  can  proceed  to 
the  southward  with  more  fiicOity  than  from  the  latter  port. 

In  case  jou  should  go  into  Vigo,  you  will  send  orders  to  Major-General 
fjpencer  to  join  you  at  that  place,  shoukl  be  have  arrived  off  the  Tagus  in 
CODScquence  of  the  enclosed  orders  ;*  and  you  wiU  ako  transmit  home  such 
information  as  may  enable  his  Majcsty'».iliiiut«T»  lo  take  measures  for  sup- 
porting your  corps  tram  hence. 


*  VWe  Letter  f«Maj«M3ettcraFSi)«itcer,  MlbJune,  I 


,  Google 


ArrwDix — NO.  IT.  7 

Witfa  ft  tIcw  to  the  ooatingenc/,  of  yoat  farce,  toptter  with  Geqipi 
Speocer'f,  beta;  dMmed  unequal  to  llie  openttion>  «ii  addiUonal  corpt  of 
10,000  mca  hu  been  ordered  to  prepaie  tbr  wrricc,  anil  which  il  is  boptd 
way  be  letdj  te  proceed  in  about  three  weelu  from  the  present  (itiie. 

I  enclose  such  infaraition  at  we  are  in  possei(ion  of  wlih  respect  to  the 
•iMnijr*8  force  in  Portugal,  a  coDciderable  proportion  of  which  is  said  to 
Wre  been  latdy  moved  to  Almeida,  od  the  aorlh-caslcm  frontier.  You 
will  BO  doabt  be  enabled  to  obtain  more  recent  information  at  Corunna,  in 
aid  of  which  Lieutenaat-ColoQcl  Sfowne  has  been  ordered  1»  ppoceed  to- 
Oporto,  and  lo  meet  yaa  with  sneh  intelligence  as  he  can  procure  off  Caps  - 
Finlatenft 

An  Officer  of  engiaaen^  aequaiated  with  the  defences  of  the  TagaSf  baa 
also  been  sent  off  the  Tagus  to  make  observalioas,  and  lo  prepare  iuforma*- 
tien  fW  yodr  coBsidentioR  with  respect  to  the  execution  of  the  proposed - 
attack  on.the  Tagui.  The  tcsuU  of  bis  enquiries  be  wiltbe  directed  to 
taoMBit  alsototbereadezTOBs  offCapeFinisterre,  jetaainiag  hioudf  etftb* 
TaguB  till  your  arrivaU 

Yoa  are  aulhociied  to  give  the  most  distinct  assurances  lo  the  Spanish  and ' 
Porlaguese  people,  tbat  hjs  Majesty  in  sending  a  fcn-ce  lo  their  assistance, . 
baa  no  other  object  in  view  than  to  afibrd  them  the  most  unqualified  and 
disinterested  support,  and  in  any  arrangement^  that  you  may  be  called  on  • 
ta  make  with  either  nation  in  the  prosecution  of.  the  common  caua?,  you. 
will  act  with  the  utmost  liberality  and  confidence,  and  upou  the  principle 
that  bis  Majesty's  endearours  are  to  be  directed  to  aid  the  peopleof  Spain, 
and  Portugal  in  restoring  and  maintaining  against  France  the  independence 
and  integrity  of  their  respective  monarchies. 

In  the  lai^  Moccasion  in  which  events  must  be  expected  te  follow  eadi 
other,  siluated  as  Spain  aid  Portugal  now  are,  much  must  be  left  lo  your 
judgment  and  decision  on  the  spot. 

His  Majesty  is  graciously  pleased  to  otttfide  to  you  the  fullest  discretion 
te  act  according  to  circumstances  for  the  benefit  of  his  service,  and  you  may 
rely  on  your  measures  being  iavourably  interpreted,  and  receiving  tbe  most 
•eoAial  support. . 

Tom  wiU  Aeilitate  at  much  aa  possible  communicaliona  between  the  rc- 
afeedne  pMrnnoes  aif)  oobain  t^Spaia,  and  reconcile  by  your  good  offices. 
nsy  JcMfcscnoet  th^  nay  axiM  bet^fea  then  in  &e  execution  of  Ihetr.  conk-  - 


'  S^mBiAuay^Kxkmdkraiam  oiteaHmtMiawiUMUiLwmg^  totbeaaluw: 
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ef  Ue  Prorisioni^  Goverament,  which  is  to  act  duruig  the  present  imtenbg- 
nnna,  or  ni(h  respect  lo  the  Prince  in  whose  person  the  l^nl  Huthority  ii 
considered  as  vested,  hy  the  captivity  or  abdication  of  oertaia  membent  of 
the  Rojal  Familj,  you  will  avoid  as  fiir  as  possible,  taking  any  part  io  such 
discussions,  without  the  express  authority  of  your  Govemment. 

You  will,  however,  impress^ipon  the  minds-of  persons  inaathoritythtt^ 
consiiitently  with  the  effectual  assertion  of  their  independence,  they  cannot 
possibly  acknowledge  (he  King  or  Prince  of  Astnrias,  as  at  present  po«eu- 
ing  any  authority  whatever,  or  consider  any  act  done  by  them  as  valid  till 
they  return  within  the  country,  and  become  abululcly  free  agents ; — that 
they  never  can  be  considered  free  agents  so  long  as  they  shall  be  pterailed 
on  lo  acquiesce  in  the  continuance  of  French  trsops  either  within  Spain  or 
Portugal. 

The  entire  and  absolute  evacuation  of  the  Peninsula  by  the  troops  of 
France  being,  after  what  has  lately  passed,  the  only  security  foe  Spanish 
independence,  and  the  only  basis  upon  which  the  Spaniih  natioa  should  be 
prevailed  on  to  treat,  or  to  lay  down  their  arms. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sec. 

CASTLEREAGH. 

To  Lieutenitnl'Ceiural  Sir  Jrtkvr  WeUaltg, 
ire.  tK.  Ac. 


No.  V. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Caatkreagh  io  Lievtenant-General  Sir 
Arthur  IVdlesley,  K.  B. 

tSecret.] 

Doumtng-Strttt,  30tkjant,  X90S. 

SIR, 

SINCE  my  instmctioos  io  you  No.  1.  were  dated,  advtcea 
have  been  received  from  Sir  Charles  Cotton  off  the  Tagos,  copies  ^  which 
are  enclosed.  The  intelligence  therein  contained  does  lurt  reqaire  that  I- 
should  vary  any  part  of  those  instructions,  except  to^u  as  to  direct  that 
instead^of  going  yourself  to  Cornnna,  yon  should  send  a  confideottal  officer 
to  that  port  to  execute  that  part  of  your  instractiom,  ud  to  meet' you  off 
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Cajw  Finisterre,  or  to  follow  yon  to  the  Tagus.  You  will  of  course  feel  it 
of  the  most  pressing  importance  that  your  armament  should  proceed  off  the 
Tagiis,  nol  separating  i/ourself  from  it,  with  the  least  possible  delay.  The 
artillery  preparation  which  was  ortlered  to  be  in  readiness  for  the  1st  July, 
wtib  a  view  to  another  service}  hud  been  embarkei]  with  six  additional  ten 
inch  mortars,  and  will  sail  from  the  river  to-morrow.  It  will  be  directed  to 
proceed  immediately  off  the  Ta^us.  Two  additional  baltalionti,  at  present 
cantoned  in  the  vicinity  of  Corli,  viz.  Ihe  36th  and  45(h,  consisting  of  about 
1900  men,  have  been  ordered  to  embark,  and  to  join  your  force,  for  the 
reception  of  which,  add  to  pivvent  the  (roojjs  already  embarked  from  being 
(oo  much  crowded,  £000  tons  of  transports  sailed  this  day  from  the  Downs 
with  a  fair  wind,  as  did  also  the  SOth  light  dragootls  from  Portsmouth.  I 
consider,  therefore,  every  part  of  your  equipment  has  been  forwarded  from 
Iience,  and  I  trust  j'oii  will  find  the  whole  ready  to  proceed  upon  your  ar- 
rival at  Cork.  Bui  if  the  two  last  regimeuts  should  not  have  been  actually 
embarked,  you  will  not  delay  your  departure,  but  will  order  Ihem  to  follov 
-  you  off  the  TagUB.  30,000  stand  of  arms,  and  an  equnl  number  of  pikes, 
have  been  sent,  which  you  will  make  suob  use  of  as  the  public  service  may 
sppear  to  you  to  require.  A  supply  of  money  has  also  been  sent  for  the 
use  of  your  troops.  Any  demands  for  military  stores  which  you  may  fc> 
ieeive  from  the  provinces  which  have  declaied  against  FraAcc,  you  will  sond 
Lome,  and  it  will  be  the  earnest  wish i^  fab  Majesty's  GoTBinment  to  compi/ 
with  them  as  for  as  circumstances  will'  permit.  With  respect  to  money, 
S00,060^  lins  been  ordered  to  be  seni  to  Ferroi  for  tlic  immediati:  use  of  fh« 
Spaniards,  till  Airther  arrangements  can  be  made.  It  would  much  facili- 
tate their  financial  opentionsr  if  they  cXNild  give  ci(ciilati<Mi  within  Spain  to 
R  paper  currency  secured  upon  theit  South  American  treasures;  this^  to- 
gether with  a  modertite<hity)iipM)  imports,  would  furnuth  them  nith  imme- 
diaW  retontoes'}  and' in  'pMpbrtiibn  as*  cujneqcy  eftbe  nature  alluded  to 
could  be  thrown  into  circulation,  it  would  have  the  ,eff«ct  of  attaching  tli^ 
holders  to  tb^^lji^itftf^iMU'.,-    ,    ,;  ] 

I  mention  this  subject  that,  in  any  commnnioation  you  may  hare  vith  Iht 
persons  in  ai^%ity,  you^Sy  pvfes  it  upon  their  attention. 

I  have  thfc  btetar  to  be,  && 

Cisrr££R£AGU. 

roUtKtmmM.Otm^^dnhwWtUale9,  -    4*'- 

^  1L.  ^  --a^ 


kckc.  isc, 
ATPBH. 
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Copi/  qf  a  Letter  from  Sir  Charles  Cotton  to  the  Honourable 
W.  Wellesletf.PoU. 
[EncIosnie.J 

[Most  Secret.] 

JK6emi<,  oftht  Tagta,  Itth  June,  180S. 
SIR, 

I  Feqnest  you  vill  ncqnaint  the  Lords  CommissioaerB  of  the 
Admiraltjr,  that  from  every  account  I  have  been  able  to  procure,  there  is 
not  more  than  4000  French  troops  in  Lisbon,  from  whom  the  Spaniards  are 
now  completely  separated,  and  against  whom  the  populace  are  highly  in< 
censed  ;  so  that  I  feel  it  a  duly  (o  state  to  their  Lordsthips  my  opinion,  that 
five  or  six  (housatid  British  troops  might  effect  a  landing,  gain  possession  of 
Ibe  forts  on  the  banks  of  iheTagas,  and  by  co-operating -with  hit  Majesty's 
fleet,  give  to  our  possession  the  whole  tS  the  iBariliaae  means  now  collected 
in  tbeTagns. 

I  fortber  b^  yon  wiH  please  to  state  to  their  Lordships,  that  having  some 
fcope  a  lehirorcemeiit  may  be  on  its  iny  to  Gibraltar,  as  stated  in  the  dis* 
{Mitch  contained  in  their  Lord^ips'  secret  order  to  me  of  the  S5th  ultimo,  I 
bare  placed  the  Blossom  sloop  off  the  Rock  of  Lisboo,  to  kok  out  for  the 
same ;  and,  in  the  ennt  of  fhUing  in  with  any  expedition  baring  troops, 
directed  Captain  PSgotl  io  reqoest  the  oommaader  thereof  to  repair  of  the 
Tagus  to  confer  with  me ;  a  nieaMre  I  am  indoeed  to  take  iiron  the  critical 
state  of  aflhirs,  and  presoming  (be  intelligence  eorreot  as  stated  in  rey  letter 
to  you  of  yesterday's  date^  nkpeotiBg  tka  fleet  of  Rear-Jrilmmil  Purii 
being  already  In  Oadil. 

]  have  the  bono^  I*  tfe,  a»> 

<8^M|)  C.  COTTON. 

4t.4s.4«. 

""  "-of.  ■.    .  -v..-.     .-  ■■ 

'Srtto. 
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No.  VI. 

Copp  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  ViscouTa  Castlereagh  to  Lieutauml- 
General  Sir  Arthur  Welleslei/. 

[By  Lord  Burgberrt.] 

Dtmnbig-Slreat,  ISth  JhJf/,  IMH. 
SIR, 

SINCE  my  dispatches  to  you  of  tbe  SOlh  ultimo,  marked 

Secret,  Not.  I  and  2,  the  inclosed  intelligence  has  been  received  from  Ma- 
jor-Ciehe«d  SpCDCcr,  with  respect  to  tbe  state  of  the  enemy's  force  u 
Portn^K 

The  nomber  of  French  troops,  immediately  in  the  vicinity  of  Lisbon  (lo 
Jar  as  tbis  infovmatifHi  can  be  relied  on),  appearing  much  more  considerable 
than  it  was  before  reported  to  be  by  Sir  Charles  Cotton,  his  Majesty  haa 
been  pleased  to  direct  a  corps  of  5000  men,  consisting  of  the  raiments 
staled  ia  tk«  miu-gin,*  to  be  embarked,- ami  to  proceed  withoot  loss  of  time 
tojoin  yoa  off  the  Tagus. 

His  Majesty  has  been  further  pleased  to  direct,  that  the  troope  ander 
Lientenai^Geaaal  Sii  John  Moore,  which  are  arrired  from  the  Bailie,  so 
•ooa  as  they  axe  lefreshed,  and  their  transpotls  can  be  rerictualled,  shoukl 
to  abo  ptwieed  without  delay  off  tbe  Tagos. 


StbFoa^SBo.  •  -  •  -  <75 

4M  .....  Wi 

59d  -  -  -  -  -  -  858 

•7th        ?         r         -         -         •         •  7» 

Htxrnek. 

Queerfs    .  -  -  -  i  •  81» 

fiOthFMt  .....  6«8 

95tb,  Sd  Bb.         • 

sA[tiUcT7    -  •  • 


^  „w.-  u  [bar. 
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The  motiTea  which  have  induced  the  sending  so  lar^  a  force  td  Ihat 
quarler  are — 

1st.  To  provide  effectually  for  an  attack  upon  the  Tagus;  and, 

2d.  To  have  such  an  additional  force,  dL-posable,  beyond  what  may  be 
indispensably  requisite  for  Ihat  operation,  as  may  admit  of  a  detachment 
twtn^  made  to  the  southward,  either  nith  a  view  .to  secure  Cadiz,  if  It 
should  Ik  Ihreatened  by  the  French  force  under  General  Dupont,  or  (o  co- 
ofierate  with  the  Spanish  troops  in  reducing^  that  corps,  if  circumstances 
should  favour  such  an  operation,  or  any  other ,thal  may  be  concerted. 

His  Miijesty  is  pleased  lo  direct,  lliut  the  attack  upon  (be  Togus  should 
be'corisidered  as  the  first  objecV  to  be  attended  lo.  As  the  whole  force  (of 
which  a  statement  is  inclust'd),  when  assembled,  will  amount  to  not4ess  tbua 
^0,000  men,  it  is  conmved  tluil  both  services  may  be  amply  provided  for : 
liie  precise  distribuiiuii  as  between  Portugnl  and  Andalusia,  both  as  to  lime 
and  proportion  of  force,  must  depend  on  circumstances,  to  be  judged  ofou 
the  i'pot ;  and  should  it  be  deemed  adviseabic  lo  fulfil  the  assurance,  which 
Liculenant-Gencral  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple  appears  to  have  given  to  the  Su- 
preme Junta  of  Seville,  under  the  authority  of  my  dispacb  of  , 
that  it  was  his  Majesty's  intenion  to  employ  a  COTps  of  bis  troops  to  the 
amount  of  10,0(X)  Dien,  to  co-operale  with  the  Spaniards  in  that  quarter ;  8 
corps  of  this  magnitude  may,  I  should  liope,  be  detached  without  prejudice 
to  the  main  operation  against  the  Tagus;  and  may  be  reinforced  ac*- 
cording  lo  circumstaocee,  after  the  Tagus  has  been  secured.  But  if , pre- 
vious tu  the  arrival  of  the  force,  under  orders  from  England,  Cadb  shouhl 
1)6  seriously  threatened,  it  must  rest  with  the  Senior  Officer  off  the  Tagus,  at 
his  discretion,  to  detach,  upon  receiving  a  requisition  to  that  eSect,  such  aa 
'amount  tvf  force  as  may  phice  thia  imporUnl  place  out,  of  the  reach  of  ioi. 
mediate  danger,  even  though  it  should,  for  the  time,  suspend  operations 
against  the  Tagus. 

As  the  force  which  may  he  called  for -on  the  side  of  Cadiz  can  only  require 
a  field  equipment,  the  oftinancC  preparation,  whieh  has  been  sent  witha 
view  to  the  reduction  of  the  Tagus,  wilf  remain  at  that  station. 

With  the  exception  of  the  orditance  preparation,  sent  for  (he  attack  of 
the  forts  on  that  river,  it -has  n»t  been  deemed  neoes^rj  to  encumber  the 
.limy,  at  present,  with  any  brgcr  detail  of  oftillery  Ihse  what  belongs  to  a 
fu'l.'"-  ...ipment,  wifli  a  proportion  of  horses.  -  ■  ■ 
~  •  Tl*^***  ^'  <>^-c;£i  he  period' for  wEich  ih'e  transport*  are  prorided,  a  due  pip> 
wrtioa'^  wrtJtoil^iB  will  accompaDy  the  armament,  which,  with  tfaesop- 
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plies- which  msy  be  expected  to  be  derived  frwn  the  di<po»itu>n  and  re- 
sources of  the  country,  it  is  conceived,  nill  rrmoVe  »\\  difficulty  on  thii 
bead,  so  long  as  the  arniy  shall  continue  to  act  near  the  coast. 

•  The  great  deluy  and  expence  that  would  attend  emharking,  and  sending 
from  hence  all  (hose  means  which  woold  be  requisite  to  render  the  army 
completely  moveable  imntediafely  on  its  landing,  has  determined  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  trust,  in  a  greatmeasore,  (o  the  resources  of  [be  conn- 
tryfor  thtise  supplies.  i 

•  There  is  every  reason  to  believe,  from  the  ardonrof  the  inhaliitanis,  both  of 
Spain  and  Portugal,  that  go  soon  as  a  British  army  can  establb-b  itself  on  any 
part  of  the  coast,  not  only  nnmbers  will  be  anxious  to  be  armed  and  arrayed 
in  support  of  the  common  cause,  but  that  every  species  of  supply,  wh'ich 
the  country  produces,  for  subsisting  and  equipping  an  army  will  l>e  pro- 
curable. It,  therefore,  becomes  the  first  object  for  consideration  (if  a  di* 
rect  and  immediate  attack  upon  (he  defences  of  the  Taguscannet  in  pru- 
dence be  attempted),  on  what  part  of  (he  coast,  between  Penichi  on  (he 
north,  and  St.  Ubes  on  (he  sonlh  of  that  river,  a-position  can  betaken  up 
by  the  British  army,  in  which  its  intercourse  wUh  the  interior  may  be  9e> 
curely  opened,  and  from  whence  it  mqy  ailerwarda  move  against  the  ena> 
my,  endeavouring,  if  possible,  not  only  to  expel  him  from  Lisbon,  but  to 
cut  off  his  Ktreat  towaidsSpain, 

A:  proportifHi  of  cavalry,  as  iar  as  the  means  of  transport  exist,  will  ac- 
company the  troops,  which  can  be^reafler  iBoreased,accordingas  circum* 
stances  shall  point  out. 

I  have,  Sec. 
(Signed;  CASTLEREAGH. 

To  Limt^GettenU  Sir  Arthur -irettiileg,  K.B.i 
Ifc.  4r.  4c, 

Copy  of  a  Letter  ffom  Mnj&r-Genercd  Spencer  to  Lord  Viscount 

Castlereagh. 
[Enclosure.] 

-    H.  M.S.-BibeiitiM,  of  Liibm,  24th  June,  ims. 
MY  LORD,- 

I  HATE  the  bonour  to  acquaint  your  I '  /dship,  (hat  on  my 
arrival  here  this  nwmiog,  in  the  Scout  brig  of  war,  having  prec^tfgjj  (li 
convoy,  1 1  immediftteiy  conferred  with.  Sir  Charles  Cotton,  on  '"n  ■'LI' 
slate  of  affiiirs  -in  Portugal,  and  on  the  advisability  of  ma*"-' ^Tf^V^ 
oitLiiboii,  conform^lyto-tiie  Vice^dknintl's  so^estiuti  tv  thttltife^if^-r    ' , 
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It  appears  that  Uie  Poriagncw  an  alt  in  a  ripe  state  to  tlirov  off  th« 
French  joke:  but  it  also  clearljr  appears,  from  the  iofbrniation  received 
frnni  Bomc  intelligent  (lanoveriiin  deserters  and  others,  which  is  herewith  in< 
closed,  (hat  the  Freoch  force  concentrated  at  Lisbon  and  the  oeighbourbood, 
is  very  considerable,  and  fully  capable  of  resisting  a  much  larger  force  than 
could  possibly  be  landed  by  Sir  Charles  Cotton  and  myielf. 

Considering,  therefore,  that  no  reaBonable  hopes  of  success  can  be  enter< 
tained,  from  employing  the  corps  under  my  orders  in  this  quarter;  and  that 
liis  Majesty's  Goremment  wilt  look  to  Spain  as  the  primary  and  principal 
scene  of  action  at  the  present  time ;  I  hare  determined,  nith  the  advice 
and  concurrence  of  the  Vice-Admiral,  to  retarn  instaslly  to  my  corps, 
which  I  led  to  follow  me,  under  General  Nightingale,  hut  which,  I  have 
no  doubt,  I  shall  join  to-morrow,  to  (he  southward  of  Cape  St.  Vincent,  )be 
northerly  winds  that  have  prevailed,  having  made  it  impossible  for  the  trans- 
ports  to  weather  that  Cape. 

1  shall  return  immediately,  with  the  troops,  to  Ayamonte,  and  npon  find- 
ing  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  frimtieis  secure  and  quiet,  shall  proceed  tm 
to  Cadis ;  there  to  act  according  to  circumstances,  and  the  instructions  I 
may  receive. 

I  hare,  &c. 
(Signed)  B.  SPENCER, 

Hsjor-Gcoeral.. 
To  the  Right  Bm*.  the  UtanM  CattUreagk, 
lie.  4c.  4c.  Ifc. 
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STATEMENT. 

Force  under  General  Spencer. 


Artillery    - 
Royal  Staff  Corps      - 
6tli  R^ment,  1st  Battaliofi 
S9(h 

39d  •  - 

.'ftOth 


941 
1,019 


KxcP" 


Caniedlbnmnl 


Jf,151 
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Brought  OTer    5,151 
Force  under  Sir  A.  Welleslej/. 


sill  Foot,  1  B«t. 

!»0 

Bib            

SS3 

38tb          

957 

40th          

843 

eoili          . 

936 

71st           

903 

9I.t           ■    . 

- 

917 

dfith          4  Companies 

400 

Rojral  retentn  Batlaliog,  4  But 

737 

S61h  Fool,  1  Bat.       - 

647 

45th 

599 

AIm  a  detacbment  of  tbe  SOlh  Ligbt  Dragooni,  aboat  300. 
Force  about  to  embark  from  Bamtgate, 


9th  Foot,  a  Bat.      • 

. 

.       675 

43d 

. 

■       881 

5»d 

. 

■       859 

97111 

HanOch. 

.       789 

8,168 

Qoeen's     - 

. 

-        813 

SOth 

• 

■       689 

85th,  3  Conpuki    - 

" 

-       180 

1,974 

Pora  vUh  Sir  John  Moore. 

iirauiH. 

4lhTool,IBal.      ■ 

1,006 

aUk 

1,087 

r«th 

888 

9id 

aw 

95tk,  K  Genpuia 

880 

■'X 

*^' 

CIMeilCnnid 

Sijseti'.:' 
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Brought  over    22,<8I 


GERHAHB. 

3d  Light  Dtngoonj 

597 

1  Bat.  Light  Intantrj 

930 

ad 

916 

I  Bat.  Line 

(Mi* 

2d 

710 

51h    '      - 

779 

7th 

-      ,    697 

5M,  I  Bat.  '         .    ■ 

.       1,000 

Jb  join  Force  under  Sir  John  Moore. 
18tb  Light  Dragoons  ... 


6,631 


610 


30,963 
To  join  from  Madeira,  one  Rfgiineot  under  the  command  of  Major-Ge* 
ncral  Beresford.' 

TOTAL. 


Infantrj  ■ 

Cavalry 
SO(h>Light  Dragoons 


29,025 

1,557 

300 


30,868 
317  Arlillwy  included  in  Jnfanlry  Return  of  Major-General  Spencer's 
Corps.  ..     .  •        ■ 

The  other  Artillery  Rdurns  not  received. 

[Enclosure.] 

Frettck  Force  in  Portugal,  as  stated  In/  three  Uanoveriofi  Deserters. 

In  Lisboa  aad  the  aeighbouihood.         .  .  ,  • 

Frenck  Jnfmtry.  ■■        Total. 
Cl^  Regiment,  3  Battalions      ...  -800 

^  ^h*      do        1        do  .  •  -       800 


Cinied  ibnrard 


1,600 
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IT 

Brouglit  over 

1,600 

rOOi  Bcgtmnit  4  BatUlions      . 

.    S,000 

Sid         do        i        do 

■      800 

SStli        do        S        do            .               . 

.    S,000 

6,800 

French  Catahy. 

^"'^"°"  \    CWcr.iCh.v.1       - 

• 

!,ooa 

JPortign  InfvAry. 

If  MioTerUn  Legion,  1  Battalioa 

>      EOO 

Swiu              do          do        . 

-      MO 

'  In  St.  Ubes  and  the  forts  on  the  southern  ude  of  the 
Tagos. 
Slat  Regiment   t  „'  ^i    t*  v        )  1  ^a**       800 

Troops  marched  to  the'eastern  frontiers  of  Portufal. 

86lhj  1  Battalion       .  .  .  -       700 

S6tli,  S       do  -  .  -  -    1,000 

Foreign  Infantry- 

Legion  de  Neiole    -  -  ■  ■       800 

3  Battalions  of  Swin  ...    8,400 


1,600 


1,600 


1>7M 


5,«00 


In  some  part  at  Portngal,  nnkBOira  to  the  deMftcn. 

47th  Rq;iment,  4  Battaliow     -     <  -  .  3,000 

Total  SO,500 

Sd  Regimrat  Spanish  Jniantrj  >  Dinrmed  it  Lisbon,  Bad  in  priaon  m 
1  do  Cavalrj  )     board  the  RnniBtt  ahips. 

150  Russians  are  landed  from  each  ship,  and  doing  datj  in  liisboo.  Ttrj 
little  French  artiUerj  in  Pertf^t 
General  Junot,  ttreagthaw^  Hit  f»lsidel  of  liibM. 
<A  tnw  co^i) 
(Sig«^>  G.  W.  TUCKBB, 
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No.  VII. 

Cojnf  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagk  to  LkuUoyMU' 

Gmeral  SirArtktit  WMt^eg.  «";  A 

[Secret.]  . 

Domiing  AnO,  2ia  Jutf,  IMft. 

SIR,  *  ■ 

'  "   IN  the  event  of  jout  deemii^  it  may  ba  advant^geDiU)  tl^al 

the  troopt  now  proceedtng  from  England,  should  be  disembarked  at  aof 
point  on  the  coast  of  Portugal,  north  of  the  Tagus,  I  am  to  suggest  to  you 
the  propriety  of  jour  requesting  Sir  C.  Cattoa  1o  aMitfn  one  of  his  criitaan 
to  the  northward  of  the  Berliogs,  with  such  information  as  you  may  deem 
mawtiai  to  communicfite  to  the  senior  officer  in  commaad  of  the  ttoops ; 
and  I  shall  intimate  to  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  troops  prooecdfng  fraqi 
hence,  that  thej  should  be  prepared  at  that  point,  to  leceire  an  iirfinwtiMi 
from  you  of  ttie  ftctoal  state  of  things  in  the  Tagus. 

Iiun,&c,        '    • 
(Signed)  C^8T1EREAG1^. 

iMUtenaul-GeitertdSirJtrtkvWitkiUs, 

te.  te.  *. 

No.  VIII.. 

Cojw  <^fl  Letter  from  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Lieutcntmt-Ge- 
■  .^neralSirJptJua:Weae$ky*X.Jt. 

.  .DMcniv  5»Mf^  IjtA /v^  18M. 
«R,:  ■  ■■'•■■- 

I  AM  to  acquaint  yon,  that  his  Majesty  has  been  plea^d  to 
cntmit  the  ooramand  of  Mfl4nAp»;)M)rrlngo)i  the  coasts  brS^ain  and  Por- 
togal,  to  Lieutenaal-General  %r  Kc«  DMrfiAiile,  with  LieotcnantrGeneral 
Sir  Ha^y  B^dkud,  tMoad  \a  command. ' 

Tbil  lortiUiMaMSMiMil  has  beat  furnished  with  co[^et  of  your  instmc- 
ti(Hu  up  to  the  present  date,  indiuive.  Tbeae  inttrnctloas  you  will  be  pleased 


y  Google 


19 

rto  uinty  MiS'Mtteutiln,  milk  v^orjeppiO&m  Qai  cireoMutottMs  wlH  per> 

.mil,wUMfti)l»mkyi9thearfhalt'if  AsLisMlflMilUSeDcnl.  And  aliould 
.you'l«1H-eyfo(Ul(f  .ioUct-by  aenior  olBcer,  yoavitl,  in  thtit  caw,  eemmu< 
.tw^Sfi  'fti.Uafc  J1MK  Mt4oa;.  nd  afliwd  bwi  0f«rf  utisteaoe  id  eurfiof 
tkwi  Mo  oMf  sMh^ 

1  '   i  tUtjtBO. 

(Signed^        CASTLmEAlQtt.  • 
To  iMuUxtuU-GttuniSiT  AikuT  fTelUilejf,  K.  B. 
_  ■      ,         •C.  «B.  *C.        ^■ 

No.  IX. 

C^  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Viscount.  Cattlereagh  to  Lieutenani-Ge- 
neral  SfrHarri/  Burrard. 

.     ■-.    .     .tSMW*.]     .\    ■-.,...' 

SIR, 

■  ■  ,  _  ■  HiS  Mijcit;  having  been  graciously  pleased  to  select 
jou  to  serve  under  Lteatenant-Geneml  Sir  Hew  Daliymple  as  second  i« 
bemviBMoSkni^n»***XBlbfltepa  1h  ^Hngil  and  Spain,  [  am  (o  sig* 
»fy  ta  jrpn  bK  If ajMbf's  -pleemte  tbat'  70a  dn  forthitttb  cnibark  in  one  df 
bis  Majestj'a  ships*  prepared  for  your  reM{lfi»a  ait  Portsmoutfi,  and  prtf> 
iKedi  «f  Ihe  TagoB. 

.  I  MolBse  fix  jma  ii1fWHil)»A  eiid  gnidtinee,  topks  of  tbe  in>Btni(Aion« 
Inhick  lian  been  girMi»'1iiie)Ateniant.'General' Sir  Arthur  Wtilleslej,  th^ 
^aeotttion  of  which*)  toidevtMve'apon  (besenTocofiioer  for  thetimebelbg  of 
the  troops  dssemblcd'otf  the  emst  of  PijrtagaT. 

;  AsitBiot  prabable  tbat  Lkntenant'GcneralSlr  Hew  Dalrymple  can 
iHViive  fet  aomg-tiH^  fiatn  €r{bniltar  to  take  npoo'  himself  the  command  in 
|kailroo|]B  in  pt^n,  yon  wtN  use  yonr  endeavoiira  to  carry  'bit  Maj^j\ 
twioHraBds  wkfatrat  teat  of  time  iltlo  effect. 

Yon  will  observe  that  the  opeiatilons  of  the  army  ape  intended  (o  beof- 
refll«liB-t)K  i(dt'lnitiuK»''to4wredac^en  oflbeTagns;  and  secondl/,  to 
the  security  of  Cadiz,  and  the  deartrnctlon  of  tbe'enemy's  force  in  AMi- 
lusia.  These  iatpoMani  objects  being  accomplished,  it  is  his  Majesty's  plea* 
atufe  QAlttlle  oeiior  itfScer  ^t?dnMiand  of  his  troops  do  act  according  to  cir* 

•  The  Audacious.  ,  .   ■ 
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cumilanMatMthesoodofhhMitietty'iwmcewd'dieKdtiBtowMntoftht 
comiDon  canse  may  appear  to  him  to  icqairef  titt  tueh  tian  as  be  reonYflt 
further  instructioiu  frois.  Him  for  the  dileaiioa  of  ba  coBdaot ;  which  in- 
ctfuclions  frhaU  be  traiiunHted  withiwt  loa  oTtiae,  w  wan  m  Ui  Majeriy'i 
government,  from  the  moreroents  of  the  French  armies^  arfe  {npand  to  i** 
chle  in  what  manner  the  servioet  of  the  British  troops  can  be  best  directed 
£of  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy. 

lanijfti). 
(Signed)  CASTLEREAGH. 

7b  Lkuknant'General  Sir  Hwrrjf  Bttrrardt  i 

4c.  «c.  V. 


No.  X. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Viscount  Cattlereagh  to  LUutenm^ 
General  Sir  John  Moore,  K.  B. 

Dtrnning  Slrttt.  21jt  Jiib,  laOB. 
SIR, 

SO  soon  u  the  tioopa  uwlev  yoar  orden  are  rtctaaUed^  and 
in  a  St  slate  to  proceed  (o  Kaj  it  i«  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  they;  <!»  pro- 
ceed vithoat  delay  off  the  Tagus. 

liieutenant'General  Sir  Artfanr  Welksley,  «ho  is  now  off  that  port,  if 
not  in  pOBsenionof  it^  has  been  directed  t«tnasftrU  any  senior oflloer  who 
may  Briire,  the  iutmcf ioni  which  he  has  flec«T«d,  b  the  execnlton  of 
wliicb  it  is  his  Majnty'i  coauBaod  that  sach  sesior  ottcer  s'bonM  proceed, 
as  fitras  circumstaocei  will  paroitj  without  loss  of  time. 

Li«)H<»«BtrGcneraI.  Sir  Harry  Burrard  is  ordered  to  embark  forthwith 
^1  the  9VK  thslination ;  upon  joining  him  yoa  will  place  jworself  wider 
Ui  order>,.in  the  abeenoe  of  Ucutenant'-Genenl  Sir  Hew  Oahjohplr,  whom 
hwn;y«ly  has  beea  gncioasly  pleased  to  nomiBat»t«  the  chief  coiraBand 
j^Ui  trolls  Miring  in  PattngaV  andSpun. 
X  l.wrHe  this  to  y«u  in  case  Sic  Harry  Bonanl  sbotM  aoi  ttrire  in  tiaie  to 
p^efoil  by  th«  Andacieqs. 

<Sigacd>       CiUTLEUEAffll.  ■ 

7^UmitiMfU'GeiuniSirJ9h»ibtti,K.a. 
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No.  XI. 

C&re''  if*  Letter firom  Lord  Viscount  Casttereagh  to  Ideuterumt- 
General  Sir  Harry  Burrard. 

I'  ENCLOSE  Sat.  jaac  inrornnliaaiy'  iRteUigence- reoeiTed 
fnum  Lieatenant-Oolooel  Biovoe  and  Captain  Trant,  of  the  atal«  of  afeira 
ia  ^e  North  of  Portafal, 

I  have  directed  Bricadier^General  Stewart,  with  the  Iftth  light  draj^oonst 
to-caU  off  Oporto  for  (vden^  as  it  is  not  imposaible,  if  Lieutenaot-Geoeral 
Sir  Arthur  Wdlealey  should  have  landad  and  taken  a  poaitioaia  the  iota- 
tiw,  that  yoa  may  wish  to  sopport  him  with  cavalrj. 

I  hare,  &c. 
(Signed)  CASTLEREAGH. 

To  Lteabamtt'Gamal  Sir  Harry  Bumrd, 
4c  *c.  *c.. 

[AKiiMwrvJ 

Oporto,  1,74  Jah,  1606; 

HEREWITH  I  flRcbw  fi>r  the  btemtion  of  Lovd  CtaO^ 
icagb,  copia  of  the  reports  which  I  have  prapand  agaiut  the  arrinri  of  Sir 
Arthur  Wellesk^,  to  which  I  have  bow  onlj  (o  add  that  I  am  established 
here,  and  iitWy  in  the  confidence  of  the  Bisbep  and  his  IfUitary  Coancil. 
Colond  Traat  ia  abo  well  (daced  at  Coinbra,  and  by  dailj  oonunuaicatiou 
with  him,  I  hopetobeableto  lay  bdbieSir  Artbar  mucli-QieMiafennation 
•a  hia  arriral. 

ByrariooB  interacted  lettersw*  Iww  UiatI>Bisoo-ws  ordered,' -if  1m 
found  OportO'loo'stroi^  for  the  (oice  at  Aliwada,  to  Ktii*  upon  Lisbon; 
which  olden  hi:  proceeded  to  ezecote ;  npon  his  arriwl  at  Santarem,  fa« 
leoeiTod  directions  to  tend  Us  nth  and  woandedoMa  to  Xiibaa  by  waler,  . 
and<wilh  hiseftotiTeftscete  join  Laboidb  at  Leyria;  since  which  jmetion, 
howevwi  the  ftbach  Itwe  aada  n  i^ngiade  norement  towaidt  XMMi, 

*  |A  )i^  in  iadgtoMS-Dittii^  OM  «Hi 
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and  Ihc  Palrioti  have  adfanced  from  Coimbr*  and  take  up  a  position,  their 
right  at  Sourc,  centre  at  Cartano,  and  left  at  Miranda  de  Corro :  this  fat- 
nnrd  movement  bos  pvea  somt  ine^lncsB  to  the  GrOTcrnment;  for,  by 
Culoncl  Traul's  report,  the  r(^ulnr  nnd  militia  force  at  Coimbra  does  not 
-QzeeedSOOV,  twMlimlcof  ifticb  wtly  brk  ariftedt  vad -mi mflae^  licaaMitTy 
of  nbout  19,000 ;  whereas  Ibc  uoited  force  under  L«t>on)e  and  Lmson  CBn> 
not  be  less  ihnn  8000.  By  desire  of  (he  Bishop,  I  have  this  day  dispatched 
a  CASrier  I9  C<40nd  Tf Atrt,  otj^ng  bim  (o  restrain  the  dangeroas  impru- 
dence of  the  Patriots,  which  may  risk  the  safety  of  Oporto. 

It  has  been  my  -trtmost  endeavour  to  forward  every  measttre  which  oonld 
tend  to  preserve  a  ftrnttng  hi  Ihe-ctmntry  fortbe  BrHfifh  force,  and  1  1»t« 
urged  vkith  success  the  necessity  of  providing  dcp^  '>f  |yr»rts)ons  'for  ti 
tin'ge  army  to  bfc  iti  rCTtHrress  *>  be  conreycd  iftwn  hmce  hj  water  to  "the 
^wtnt  wliich  mfty  be  ■fiitcd  en  ty  Sir  Arthur  WeHestey. 
'  •  And  1  tpe^  thftt  y«u  ii-tll  a»8iirc  his  Lordship,  '(faat  the  force  oh  its  atrivifl 
will  be  received  with  gtatitttdeby  th«  GovflanneAt  Aid  ihe  people,  who  will 
be  ready  to  co-opwate  in  any  measures  which  Sir  Arthur  may  recommend. 

6iT  Omrieb  'G<Htotl  havinj;  rtiAioAed  vessels  to  iooS  out  for  Sir  Arthur 
Wetleslcy,  and  direct  him  this  way,  I  bope  thaft  he  wiH  call  here  bcfotr  he 
proceetls  to  Lisbon. 

I  have  to  apok^M  for  the  length  of  the  reports  which  1  have  sent  to  yMi« 
requesting  you  to  glew  from  them  such  information  as  may  be  interesting  to 
X«ord  Castlcreagh,  and  I  beg  you  will  assure  his  Lordship,  that  |tdhaU  bs 
my  atk^y  ik  dastn>e  Ibe  oaafidbnce  he  Uaa  Te^xiaed  is  me,  by  devoting  my* 
««lf  vMly  to  ibe  *)bgfiett,a£  m\j  ajMih. 

ia>i,tSir»«;«.  Ac. 

S.MlOWTf, 

LieitfeflUtiColMMl.  . 
.    9nfMtbr.«ArraI4A«2fosCAaVlaA«Nat4 

1st.  Ik.  Ifc.  .     .        , 

(fincksnie.)  ^     ^  , 

•MEMDftANbA. 

,    FMifok  Mwkeit  htUvifftrtdf^  1  ,lM,9e6; 

,    Owtrld^ftr  ftMlHg  ptafeflb,  KSUv^Ai. 

.  «lnr£ler,  firpfer,  «d  tfcnad  to  •euMphtc  m  onMbMof  MivMHrk^j 

(iacluding  -the  -TswHih  eartridgm  and  4hose  fcc  fowling  pieces))  and  a  pt». 

portioBoflead.      /  .         «       '  '     ^  ' 


y  Google 


OiM  niUtoo  «f  flbrit  Ar  nHi^ti. 

Light  S-poanden  on  moantaia  carriage8>  IS. 

GwhMD  Iwwitsera,  ditto,  IS. 

Willi  4C0  fMwU  for  g«iis,  aad  £00  r«DiKb  fyt  bowifie» 

Ten  bnsB  S-pounden,  light*,  witheat  cw^nga ;  bit  Ihs  tama  ipnalit/  of- 
ftmmunitlon  u  above  wdcr^l  for  5-pounders. 

Tw^n  UioitHuul  Dcw  palleiQ.  sffords  with  belti,  aa  fiir  as  ihey  caa  b« 
furnished, 

[Endoaaie.] 

Figuera,  Aio  de  Mondtgo,  \7lhJiJ^,  I8(»> 

I  THINK  it  inj  dntj  to  acquaint  you,  for  Lord  Co^tAgWt 
informatiim,  thai  having  vHb  Captain  Fr^val  associated  in  Ybe  miwion  en* 
triuted  to  us  on  Ibe  Sd  of  this  month,  communicated  with  Admiral  Sir 
Chafles  Cotton,  off  (he  Tagus,  on  the  14tb,  and  the  Admiral  baring,  undef 
(be  present  stale  of  ofkAn  In  this  couutiy,  recommended  me  to  join  the  Pa- 
triot fmce  collected  la  the  northern  proTincea,  I  arrived  here  in  that  inten* 
iXon  this  day.     I  was  ftirtfaer  Induced  to  adopt  this  mcicfcure  from  a  persua- 
siofl  that  it  is  the  Admiral's  opinion  that  a  disembarkatiou  will  take  place 
preferably  northward  of  the  Rock  of  Lisbon ;  and,  in  such  case,  I  am  aware 
that  my  services  will  be  more  ^ectually  employed  With  the  Patriots,  in  en* 
deavouring  to  infineuee  an  active  and  concerted  co-operation  with  the  Lieu* 
tcnant-Geoeral's  movements. 
'  Captain  Pr^vftl  remains  with  tbi 
aation  with  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley 
tions,  shonld  he  reach  the  Tagna, 
be  the  case,  at  least  if  fiillen  in  w 
been  detached  by  the  Admiral,.  t« 
fiostilities  in  this  qiiarter. 

I  annex  a  memorandum  of  the  force  now  assembled  at  Coimbra,  ^d 
wliich  may  be  expected  to  march  from  this  neighbourhood  to  meet  the  at* 
tack  of  the  enemy,  should  they  advance  from  Leyria  and  llioniar,  wlier^ 
4000  men  are  now  stationed,  under  General  Margaret.  A  partial  aSair  took 
pIacelheje«omedaysback,.in  which,  08  might  be  expected,  the  Patriots 
were  compelled  to  fall  badt ;  but  yon  are  to  (dMe»9,.that  i>ot  ITOO.aie  ab- 
lolntely  armed.  The  ^ntbuiiasm  of  this  Country  is  at  Hs  height,  and,  up 
doubt,  win  extend  to  Estremadura,  when  Sir.  A.  Wdlesley  makes  his  ap- 
pearance ;  indeed  it  b  a  fenend-opinisn,  that  Aootd  the  reslitaace  of  tbt 
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Frencli  be  protnctcd  tSiei  that  period,  k  goatmX  tautugtway  hnik»  oan- 
sequence. 

I  set  off  for  Coiiobra  to-morrow,  and  ilitll  nmaio  IheM  uktil  tiathtt 
orders  from  Sir  ^.  Wtllnlc;;  and,  if  I  rcceive.noae,  sIwU  attocb  m^Mtf  to 
the  ezerticw  of  ibe  force  ntm  m^mmag  (bere. 

I  bare,  &c. 
(Signed)  N.  TRANT. 

To  Hu  fibR.  BrigadieT'OeneTal  Stewart. 

[Eodosuie.] 

Oporto,  Qtk  Jvlv,  IBDS. 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  the  hoDOor  to  lay  before  7011  tbe  report  of  mj  pK>> 
cecding*  in  the  execution  of  his  Majesty's  cwDBiands,  communicated  to  me 
iu  i«rd  Casllereagh's  tetter  (Ist  July)  a  copy  of  which  i)  enclosed.  No.  1. 

I  arriTed  ai  Oporto  in  the  Peacock  biig,  on  the  7th  iastapt,  and  found, 
ftoiu  (he  inforroalioo  giveo  to  me  by  Captain  Galway,  of  bis  Majesty's  ship 
Antelope,  at  anchor  off  the  Bar,  that  Ibe  French  bad  lieen  expelled  from 
the  town ;  that  the  place  was  in  ciHnplele  possessioa  of  the  Portu^ocse,  go-, 
verncd  and  commanded  by  tbe  Bishop ;  and  that  his  Majesty's  brig  Eclipse 
was  mooted  in  tbe  river  to  protect  and  cover  a  bridge  of  boats,  which  is  tbe 
only  comntuaication  from  this  town  to  the  southern  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
I  loiit'no  time  in  waiting  upon  bis  Excellency,  accompanied  by  Captain 
Galway,  in  which  inleryiew  I  received  from  the  Bishop  tbe  most  satisfac- 
tory assurances  that  the  people  bad  taken  up  arma  in  defence  of  their  coun- 
try  and  religion,  and  were  determined  to  expel  tbe  common  enemy  from  the 
country.  I  made  known  to  the  Bishop  that  tbe  object  of  my  mission  could 
not  fail  io  forward  the  undertaking  of  the  people,  and  tliat  I  was  desirous  of 
obtaining  the  best  information  of  tlie  enemy's  force  in  Portugal,  and  the 
poeiiioni  which  it  at  present  occupies. 

A^f  /nun  the  nature  of  tbe  service  upon  which  I  am  employed,  the  infor* 
mation  communicated  to  me  may  daily  take  a  new  characler,  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  lay  before  you  a  jo)imal  of  my  proceedings,  from  which  you 
will  be  able  the  more  accurately  to  measure  tbe  value  of  each  point  of  in- 
telligence. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9(h  instant  Marshal  de  Campo  Bernadin  Freiic, 
Governor  of  Oporto,  and  Brigadier-General  Don  Miguel  Forgias,  waite 
upou  me,  by  commaod  of  big  Excellencyj  to  lay  befoK  me  tJbe  whole  qt 
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^M'isiJDmiBtMHi  in  t]i^it  pOBseai«D»  and  from  notes  taken  at  the  time,  and 
carefully  explained  by  those  ofEoen,  tbeintbraulidB  rnns'tlHU': — 

*'  That  from  the  latest  and  bfis^  totelligence,  the  tAoIa  of  tin  «impy*s 
^rce  in  portugal.may  baeetimatcd  at  14  or  15,000  iMit,  «]tol«sh«:of  the 
auxiliary  Uo^fSf  said  to 'liarr  twM  dt^ttaiidcA  by.JaaM;  fiMO  hint  been 
8laiioaed.at  Almeula,  and  tho  reisiiiBderval^XiBtiw^  wid'ia  th»>fi>fb  com- 
n^Bdjng,the  eatnuice  of  the  Tagm,  md  DAEthiTard  to  C^aiobi.  On  tlie 
T^iriuUoa  taking,  phce  at  Oporto,  tlie  force  at  Almeida  malle  dnuMHtn- 
tion  to  occupy  this  place ;  but,  baring  been  checked  by  the  Patriots  at  La- 
migp,  tfcey  retiied  to  Alfveida.  On  the  2d  July,  4000  men,  commanded  by 
Ceneral  La.Bordn,.  maccl^d  from  Lisbon  to  Leyiia^'and  SOOtmd  ftotn-Pe- 
oiche  to  the  same  place,  said  t»  be  ODOHncmded  ,by  Cehmel'  Thocnaa.  €hi 
the  Sth  «f  July,  the:  fonce  at  Alneida,  eoiBata«Ae4^  bj  GflMTal  ii«is»M,  we 
said  to  have  marched  from  that  place,  leaving  behind  theirbBv7'%ag^a9t, 
artillery,  and  90O  men,  and  ta  faaveiaken  tbe  road  to.GUfda  sad  Fuodao. 

At  Ijsiyria,;,  the  tMopt  fivm  Ltsboa  are  said  to  hare  beem  checked'  b^  Ibe 
Patiials,  cemposed  priBoipally  oftliet*t«idHta«fCqliBbia,  and  to  tore  aa^ 
^red  C9wi4^ri»te  low.  Mettfaer  tiiie  Bitlw^  or  tlie  GeoMds  appewed  t» 
tWPQ-  any  fkppTvhitHkitm  \iat,  Ibe  Ft^aeh  iMsoMtDW:  tm  foot  is  destiaad  agaimt 
OpQ«to,«r  tkatany  altuaptaf  thstnatHTawoakl  be  atteaded  with  sbccsm. 

The  G«BHal9  laid,  before  me  Mtum  «f  tbd  force  OTganised  by  the  Et. 
.■hop's  a«&>rity.,  for  (he  secmity'  of  tl»e  obuatryj  fiwn  wbieb  it  a^eals, 
nthnt  in  the-pmvnce  of  Minbo^  mUfA  of  Oporto,,  tben  is  ui  this  ^me— 
■■    AtVi»i        -        ■   •  -     l^BWy    ■ 

Vafenoy   -  -  -        703V  regular  iaftMtf^ 

ArtiUefy   -  .  ■         150) 

— -  -  ,  -    «,453 

And  eight  ngiiMpte  of  dtttitia,  geB«rally  witboatareM  -    5/^UA 

In  Oporlo,*c;— 
-    TworegimebtsofiBfaatiy      -     S^^ 

Ariinery        -  -  -        SW 

A  SpamshK^Emeat-of  in&Dlry       Si5 

-  /.  ■    8,784  , 

AregtmflKt  ofaiKf»,rionflaras        -  -  -  •    S^fr  : 

StAioacd  between  Vesen,  FnUieasa,  nd  OiUida,  and  t«  the 
MFlfa  of  thflae  platM— 

"CmiedibrwaEl:  ,    .  .13,098   J 
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Brought  fennnl  13,090 

Two  ref incnta  t^imkatry       -    8,0)9 

Fire  (Htto  militia         -           •    3,790 
Not  well  atmed  ■■  ...    5,709 

Ib  the  BCTeral  dWricts  there  are  abvat  l,fOO  carriry,  about 
150  of  which  arc  ■vnntad  and  eqaipped,  and  erery  exertion 
is  making  to  place  th«  whole  epoB  a  respectable  Atotiog      -     1,900' 

Force  at  Coinbu        ...  .  .  .  .    efiOO 

Totat  force        .  95,990 
f  hare  endeavonred  f»  pnicare,  for  your  information,  the  vartntt  procitt- 
mationawhichhaTebeen  iinied  by  the  Patriot!  (No.  2),  and  I  alsoencltaa 
copies  of  two  Mteia  from  tlu  Dec  D'Abrantes,  which  have  been  intercepted 
by  tbe  ^itriota. 

10th  July,  eariy  in  (he  morning,  I  accompanied  the  Bisbop  to  all  tVe- 
n^itaiy  staff,  to  reconnoitre  the  positions  taken  on  the  left  bank  of:tbe  rirer, 
-  (d^tover  'the  approach  irom  Lisbon.  The  nUoost  zeal*  was  appaicnt'  ih 
every  person ;  the  peasants  were  working;  cheerftlly  npon  the  defences ;  the 
troops  are  eneanped  at*  all  the  omnmanding  pomts,  which  are  strengthened 
by  ditebes,  paHsxdoes,  and  aUutb,  and  nrMHery  appears  to  be  jadicioiuF)r 
phtced.  As  yet  no  news  wbaleVer  faas  been  received  fhun  CoiiBbn  or  Ley- 
fia  since  the  attack  of  the  students^  and  the  Bishop  and  bis  aditaiy'  staff, 
allheagh  they  are  slow  to  believe  that  the  enemy  wUl  attempt  any  thii^ 
upon  Oporlo,  are  yet  somewhat  abrmed  at  the  idea  thafr  so  many  men  of 
the  enemy  are  oa  foot,  while  they  remain-in  totai- ignorance  of  their  intea- 
tioBS.  I  have  enforced,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  the  great  necessity  of  prepara- 
tions being  made  for  resistance  in  case  of  an  attack,  "and  the  advice  which  1 
offered  wiUi  humility,  was  very  graciously  received  by  the  Bisbop  amf  his 
Generals,  and  in  many  instances  it  was  immediately  acted  npon. 

It  appeared  to  me  to  be  (heir  intention  to  extend  their  position  to  an  extent 
(bat  would  require  at  least  10,000 good  troops  (odefeod  it,  and,  consequently,, 
ikom  the  narrow  means  within  our  power,  only  parts  of  the  line  of  definco 
woald  be  occupied,  an<t  numerous  practicable  intervals  be  left  wholly  un> 
guarded.  Into  this  errw  they  had  beei>  led  by  the  character  of  the  coBit> 
try,  aad  the  nnmerbns  positions  which  foUow. each  otfaar,  and  render  it  dif> 
ficah  to  know  where  (o  stop,  i  pointed  out  these  errnn  to  the  (jlenerslsy 
and  received  their  thanks.  A  Ini^  proportion  of  the  town  lies  on  the  left 
feaalt  of  the  river,  and  tiit  straets  ttaroagh  which  ane  the  only  approaches  ta 
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Uk  river,  in  Ihat  ptrt  are  narrow,  vith  hi^h  stone  bonset  en  eiilur  side.  I 
su^esled  that  baniere  should  be  prepared  of  the  common  carrh^^  of  the 
dtj,  and  fcepi  in  revlinen  with  bags  of  sand  to  form  banioadon,  and  close 
the  passage  Ihieugh  the  t«wn,  and  persona  will  be  immediately  appointed 
to  carry  this  meaaare  into  execvtion,  and  fix  upon  the  oitlaens  who  are  to 
occnpy  the  boutes  adjaeent  t«  eacb  'banier,  (o  be  armed  with  sach  fire-arms 
M  it  may  be  in  their  power  to  proride. 

A  leUor  was  intercepted  at  Coimbra,  dated  17th  Jane^  wherein  Junol  di- 
rects General  Loisson  to  evacuate  Almeida,  and  retire  iipoD  Lisbon  as 
speedily  as  pOMibJe. 

The  Bishop  is,  notwiUistandin^,  in  coaslderaUe  alarm,  and  has  reqaested 
me  to  iflifiresi  vpon  the  mind  d*  8ir  diarim  Cotton  the  advantage  to  be 
expected  from  any  threai  he  way  be  efiaMed  to  mafce  nptn  Lisbon, 
which  may  divert  the  enemy  fr»m  -Oporle,  nnlil  ihe  force  is  better  or-  . 
gaaized ;  and  his  XxceUoncy  having  exprased  the  strongest  wi^  ithat  f 
shoold  commanftiate  the  sittiatisn  of  tbe  eonntry  io  Sir  C.  Cetton  witbont 
ddsy,  I  propaae  sailing  this  evening;  -far  tbe  Tagas,  KMh  Jvlfy.  .  i^ttie 
meaa  time,  I  have  been  assared  that  tlK  moat  vigoMus  exertions  shall  be 
made  d«ring  my  afaamoe  to  nsnowihe  sitaatien  and  resources  of  the  eiiemy , 
by  endeavoars  to  force  a  oonimwiieatioa  idoi^  A*  coast  towards  Llsbony  tt 
he  lept  opisi  wHh  our  fleets. 

The  Hisisap  has  also  a  geatleman  of  lii^h  consideration,  wliom  be  is  de- 
siraos  of  aeodiagas  AmbasMdor  to  fiaglaad,  and  his  Ehicerilaicy  enmeafly 
aoiicitsthat  Sir  Charles  OsttonwHI  be  pleased  fopForide art  immediate  coq> 
Tsyanoe  for  him  to  England,  suited  to  tte  importance  of  tbe  mission. 

The  BIsbop  has  earnestly  entreated  my  return  to  Oporto,  as  the  presence 
•f  Engltsb  Ofioers  bak'  giveai  much  animalion  to  the  spirits  of  the  people, 
and  is  very  dnicoas  4o  have  s«me. -Brittsb  Artillery  and  Engineer  Officers 
who  speak  the  language  of  the  country,  and  will  belhanUM  for  any  Offi- 
«en.  Vbe  fingtishcolsurs  are 'foisted  with  the  Purtngnese,  and  the  appear- 
ance of  tlie  uniform  is  a  general  passport. 

All  these  oommnnieatwBs  have  teken  place  with  the  able  assistance  of 
Captain  Gah*^,  wba  baa  B«t  failed  to  keep  dive  Ibe  interests  ef  Eai^laoA 
•a  all  occasions. 

lOlh-Jaly. — At  the  mamant  that  {  was  goii^  on  board  IbePiacock,  I  re- 
ceived the  encUwed  iafi)rniatioa<No.  fi),  tram  flteor  Picalngo,  Secretary  to 
tbe  Bishop,  reUtiog  to  certain  Fiendi  vessels  which  are  said  to  be  destined 
tn.wnuvft  tbe  ehwh  j^ate  trom.Lisboa  ^  Fianoe.    The  Btsbop  infoimed 
»2 
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a»  Ibat  it  kad  kag  been  kaama  to  him  that  it  *m  the  intiMlion  sf  Janot  to 
Mttit  JiiaHt^af -any  op^oManMy  to  and  kis  plunder  to  Franc*,  aad  Captoia 
CahrMy  «lw  laforoMtl  ne  tbal  hia  ioUatlonB  mm  kmamtk.  to  Sir  CfaaiUa 
CUtM,  whobaat^en  imuumi  to  iataro^  thatansura.  Under  tbeae dr- 
•anataaeflB^itifliciarflelf  potaiUefaraitj-vnael  toedfeetJMv«Rape  fnm  tli« 
TagBi.  iMggestj.for  yourooiiaidenlioh,  IkepoMbitity  that  the  dtOTaaiaat 
made  by  tbe  Freocli  troops  towards  Leyria  and  Goi^bra,  maj  be  witk  • 
riew  loabtaio  a  point  «a  the  caatt  north  <i/tb«Tag«^>,  to  which  tbetFaastira 
vight  be  reiDOTod  nnd  shipped  for  France. 

It  may  be  proper  to  menlion  ihat  the  Bishop  had  receiTCd' intdfigfooa 
that  the  iahabitants  bad  been  diaaraKd>  and  no  weapon)  heh  tbem  bat' 
Laivesand  forks;  (hat  Juaot  was  taking  grml  preoautiona  to  pmest  tbo- 
patriotic  .flame,  which  haa  bwhcn  out  ait  Oporto,  from  aprcadti^  to  (he  - 
southward';  and  that,  en  Us^  EKoellancy's  part,  enry  measura  waa  in  fbroa 
to  piop^ate  the  iijeling  UiroHfcboat-  the  ooanitry ;  and  that  he  had' Ae  beal' 
ground  to  know  that  the  people  of  Lisbon  woe  only.  Iniinklatad  tr^.Fnnch^ 
ooercion  iima  folktwiog  tha  esampfe  of  Opeito. 

On  the  &h  ioal.  tbo  Biahop  dupUdied  a  scheoner-to  England,  sritoMng- 
tbe  aid  of  a  Bcitiah  foroe,  anva,  and  aaoney,  and  by  that  opportunafy  I  m* 
ported  my  arrival  et  Oporto  to  liord  Gaatkaeagh.. 

In  my  communication  with  the  BUhop,  1  had  vaatoBed'toaMnrebimtlmt 
Ijw  BritiahXiovcrnmeBt  had  anticipatod  bis  r^aiaition  tor  aasistance,  which 
I  expected  tvonld  bf  aooo  at  haitd  on  the  oaaat  of  Rortag^t  bat  I  bara- 
oonfined  myself  to  that  general  corarauKication,  and  carefiilly  wrndad  ewtry 
allusion  lo  the  destination  of  the  forue  under  your  command.  The  hopaof 
fK^peratton  from  a  Btkisfa  army  haa  oertaialy  iaeraaaed  the  vigiwr  of  tbeir 
measures,  and  I  may  confideolly.  aasote  yoo,  tlutt  any-  line  of  operatiom 
which  you  mny  be  pleased  to  point  oat^  will  be-d»erMly:eAeeated  aader- 
the  orders  of  the  Bishop. 

L  ban  eodtaFOured,  thronf^ioat  this  report,  to'Oenfiaa  myaelf  to  fiuta- 
which  have  come  wilhin  my  own  knowledge,  and  in.thestatanient  of  th« 
leapective  forces,  have  lajtoa  tbe  jaufiiber  frdra  the  dtMamcatoupon  whichv 
the  orders  of  (he  Bikbop  have  been  given,  an^  whii^  were  moat' liberally 
submitted  to  my  perusal.  1  feel  it  prop»-  also  to  report,  that  my  inquirimi- 
liar«  becn^readily  and  saiwtactorily  an(w«ved  1^  th*  Generals,  .IMa^out 
]Kbidi  I  hare  receiv«l  the  nv>»t  aaaloas  awiataaofi  from.  Ensign  Wyndhamf 
•f  tbaf  iut  Cumd',  who  wa*  jawnutted  by  Ibci Gammaader-iatt^hiaf  to  ao. 
(Qjo^paoy  toe i- and  J  cawHi(.4Qae,my  rtpninvfiufAt  Ajpfdvyiiii^  toa.tha 
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ItBgtt  «f  11,  wd  myiammwaet,  whicli  obj  btre  uisw  aader  tke  «trs«ni* 
ttutm  inwludi  I  hav*  eoUected  and  reported -my  infbrnution,  utdattlM 
MHB*  Umi  wpmRiDg  mj  uixioma  wlicitude  to  merit  ycKU  apfaohtJiow, 
I  luiTe  the  hoRwir  (o  be,  Aco. 

(Signed)  S.  BROWN, 

Lieulenant-OoloneL - 
fb  ItMroMnfoOeiMral  rStr  Arthur  treltaUy,  K.  K. 
4pc.  ftc.  «e. 


(Endo&nre.) 

J^Mcocit,  t^tbelhgiu,  I4(h/u&;,  1808. 
MR, 

I  HAVE  tht»  m«pmit  geautqawmtod  with  Sir  G.  CoUwi,. 
wtddo^ot-fiBd  thai  Ike  can  add  VBch  ialheiafonuiMBvUvh  IJifiv««l<* 
^mdy  qhtained,  aadwhioli  I  berewHb  eacbwe. 

I  barBdaumuned,  and  witbSir  Cbarlea'i mUie  app(«ba(i«B,  torMmof 
toOporto,  and,  to  the  utmoct  of  mj'pvwerf-fladMToartoorgiaDiBeiheP;^ 
triotacBtf  ;M>d  biqwibjc-the  period  »f  yenrairifBlj  titrt  aforoe  will  b»oi) 
jbotab)ateafiMrdMwiea«itut!catodieBri^wiByr  ]  lake  tbu  opportu* 
Dity.toiMBtioii  ^at^tbaBidbapofOportoBKyi—idfrwiifa -that  the  laadinf. 
^any  Briliah  troopa  ou^t  be  mula  to  tbe  northward  of  LUbon,  and,  rrom 
what  Ilearn  iifre,  1  conclude  you  will  be  dispowd  to  meet  his  wishee  in 
that  respect..  I  bare  naw  only.ip  maatiM  ibat  tbe  Pfeacoefc  bat  taken  on 
boaid  160  awnnee,  wbidt  it  i«  propowfl  to  bad  at  Pigiieira,  to  rapport' 
that' post,  wbeia  aliead;  300  marines  are  stationed.  I  shall  afterwards  pro- 
ceed for  thfr  Opprto  annj,  and  wait  yoar  farther  comaiands  iritb  macb- 
anjae^v 

l,'«m|  Jbo.  Src. 

Xiemcawit^Cbltnsl. 


[Enclosure.;!  A.«wrtir O^**"* »  J*itoaa«,  ie'7-Jmm,  kM*.- 

^'IGNORE  si  la  le(tteiqn;?jyi  enl'lifipneoE  d'«diiqsef(.jU 
ioli«>  A^tene  Inp^""!^  P"  Almeida,  jloi- est  pacwntiC.  <  Je  iui.midaJa 
WDtptBidu  i0ule«qiK«t  (le  flu^oc-  .  Je,.yefiK  ^'<J1« MU»^p|i»-det  Jv6r 
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■urea  contrc  ces  rerdt^s;  j'aj  enyoy^  bu  General  Keftennann,  A  Sitas,  '\A.^ 
brigade  qui  devoit  se  potter  lar  Cadiz.  Si  voire  Altesw  a  envojr^  quekpzw 
trouftes  8ur  Badajoz,  et  qu'elles  combinent  lent  mouvement  avfc  le  General  . 
Kellermann,  les  revolts  seront  bientM  k  la  raison;.matB  je  ne  pens  porter 
qu'un  foible  seconrs  ;  let  Espagnols  qui  me  reaten',  m'obligfanl  de  t«i  gar* 
dcr,  lo'flfiaiblissent  considnubleraent.  au  lien  de  me  forlifier;  et  depuia 
quetques  joors  I'escadre  Angloisefait  toutct  lee  oaiU  qselques  tentalives,  qui, 
liien  qu'elles  ne  m'inquiettent  pas  beancoap,  m'obligept  oeaDmoiiu  jk  ua 
service  fetignant  et  actif  poor  )e  peu  de  troupes  que  faL 

lies  troupes  de  Gallice  sont  parties  tTOporlOy  eltcj  out  coranienc6es  lenr 
mouTemeiit  le  4nie.  Lee  deux  escadrwis  de  Dragons  de  la  Rente  et  de  Mon<' 
tera  sent  de  m^me  partu  pour  la  Gallice,  comme  rotre  Allesse  t'a  d«cl*£. 

Le  Geiteral  Caraffa  a  re^ u  Tordre  de  reprendre  le  conimandement  de  la 
Frorinoe  de  F Ettramadure,  et  A'y  rentrer  avec  le  rest«  de  la  cavaterie  de  en- 
division ;  mais  ccla  est-il  possible  daus  ce  moment  ?     Je  ne  le  crois  pas;  H 
ez^coters  cea  ordres  d^  qu'il  le  pourra  fhirc.     Vous  scutez,  Mouseignenr, 
combien  ma  poditiou  ra  deventr  dificile;  je  prie  votre  Allesse  de  voalolr 
bieu'y  prendre  iirfefM,  et  si'les  circ«netances  derenoient  plus  critiqaes  pour 
moi,  je  compte  ft  I'avance  de'Ia  eoutinualiou  de  (a  bienrtellance  de  vo<re 
.Altesse  Imperiale,  et  sur  bs  seoourt  qu'il  djpendniit  d'ell«  de  me  donner. 
'  De  TOtre  Altesse  Imperiale  et  Royale, 
Moflseigneor, 
'Le  trds  hamble  et  tr^  ob^issant  Scrvifcur, 
i8ign6)  LE  DUG  IVABRANTES. 

TTSmilosure."] 

Au  Quattier  OinirMl  i  iMbttme,  le  f  Juxn,  1908. 

MONSIEUR  LE  GENERAL  LOI8SON, 

JE  n'ai  paint  encore  re^u  de  roe  lettres.  Vous  devez  ce- 
pendnld^jft  sarmr  oe  qui  se  passe  du  c6t£  de  Ciudad  iiorfrtgo.— Ecrivea- 
noi  M*  toQvenI,  mftme  pour  me  dire  qu'il  n'ya  rein  de  noavcau. — Si  vbus 
poovei  cntrer  a  Ciudad  Rodrigo  sans  coup  ferir,  Aites-le. — L'iuBurrecticKi 
de  Badajoz  doit  m£riter  teute  Totre  attention^  et  voas  deres  Taire  tout  votre 
poaiUrfe  pour  rempftdwr  de  se  propage^  de-  Totre  c(U6, — Traitez  bien  lei 
Portugais,  et  tachfa  de  &ire  rentrei  les  deserteurs. — Prot^gez  nos  coDr> 
iJen  aatent  que  possible,  ct  ue  les  hazardez  pas.^-Si  tdus  pouvez  cor- 
Tespondre  avec  le  Grand  Due  de  Berg,  envojez'  lui  la  lettre  ci-jointe.^ 
Vrm  tttnz  b  confinnce  que  j*ai  cd  toqb,  agtsses  en  consequence,  selon.que' 
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TODS  fc  (roimret  prat  «tile  an  aerrice  de  m  iSMJmtS;  nuui  mainteMi  use 
te-riin  discipline;— ne  soiifiRi  aacaoe  exaction,  et  dc  pemettez  pas  qn'aH- 
cnn  officier,  sous  qadqoe  prttexte  qne  ae  •oil  se  fane  donner  one  crazade  ta 
Vbrtagh} ;  je  bcibis  iDflexible  contre  quicmque  se  le  serait  pennis,  et  je  rea* 
drats  conipte  immediatemnit  k  L'Empereur ;  mala  je  compte  snr  les  Officien- 
de  moa  srni^e,  et  j'eipere  qu'  aocun  d'eax  ne  trompera  ma  confiaiux. 
Votre  tuM  est-elle  r^lablie? 

J'ai  I'hoiineur  de  toiu  galoer  avec  one  haate  consideratton. 

(S\ga6)  LE  DUG  D'ABRANTES. 

A  Montr.  Le  General  I^ttion,  Commands 
la  2de.  Die.  <f«  rormA. 

[Enelofore.} 

Opw»,  2Ut  J^,  160K 

SIR, 

I  NOW  vesume  my  report  of  the  I4th  instant,  to  inform  yoo^ 
that  after  leaviag  (he  Ti^ns,  I  had  opportunities  to  obeerre  the  coast  to  tbe 
Borfliward,  and  iixMH  tbe  heary  surf  which  AUs  constastly  apon  it,  ereo  in 
lil^bt  winds,  there  is  scarcely  a  point  between  the  Tagss  and  Mondegs, 
which  c«Q  be  depended  upcm  for  tbe  disembarkation  of  troops^  except  Pe- 
nichi,  which  is  occupied  by  the  enemy. 

On  the  aflemoon  of  tbe  18lh  instant,  I  arrived  at  Ktond^o,  and  immedi- 
atdy  wailed  apoa  Captain  Bligh,  of  his  Uf^ly's  ship  Antelope,  who  com* 
mands  on  shore,  and  leporled  (he  reinforcemeat,  which  I  had  brought  with 
me  on  board  the  Peacock.  I  fonnd  the  300  marines,  which  had  baen  landed^ 
posted  at  the  entrance  of  the  small  town  of  Fignein,  sitnated  on  the  north 
tide  of  the  rirer,  which  it  a  bar  harbour,  bntsafe  anchoragr  within,  of  rery 
easy  access  for  transports,  and  well  suited  f<Mr  the  disembarkation  of  troops. 

The  river  being  fordable  atwutsiz  miles  above  the  town,  ah  armed  launch  ■ 
from  tbeAlfred  is  stationed  (o  cover  the  pass.  Treceived from  Ciipt.  Bligh,  a 
general  information  of  tiie  intelligence  respecting  the  force  of  the  enemy, 
which  I  had  at  0|Kirto ;  but  the  troops  t  satisfac- 

torily accounted' for.    The  enemy  liad  W  rations 

at  P<mibale  ;  bad  burned  tbe  village  o  great  ex> 

cesses  at  Leyria  ;,  and  his  advanced  p<  ut  fifteen 

miles  of  Figueira,  in  which,  besides  tbe  marines,  there  is  only  a  regiment  of 
Portuguese  militia,  and  the  armed  population.  I  am  decidedly  of  opiaion, 
that  if  the  enemy  nwch.  against  Figueini,.with-  a  superior  force,  the  pKiot 
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caimst-bs  BatniMnat;  audOi^ilAiit  Bltgh,  «Kp«titing  tlie:ftHMkof-lh»«4c- 

-  mjtvtry  baxTf  had  yena«red  tber«infor«atneat  framtlie  Beeoeckto  lb«  AJ* 
■■fndf  and  made  mery  prepartiion  fw  bringia^off  tbti  traopa  at  Kifi;tKtm  in 
'  tSEB  oS  an  attack ;  wlioh  it  ii  kit  iMentioD  to  hlom  vp  a  amall  fort>  wfardb 

commaade  themtraoce  of  the.tMirb<Hir,  bat  it  itMlfooAmanded  ta  fth&lMht. 
Lioutfnant*C(Ji>«el  Trant  had  left  Figuurn,  a  'few  boon  beron  my  avriTi^, 
for  Coimbra,  (o  ascertain  the  real  state  of  tlie  country-}  tbe  Portu^iMsa  fatt- 
ing determined  to  maJce  Bstuulat  that  jdac«  ;  but  altbQHgb  iborq  U'tsry 
.guod  wHl  in  (he  peopWi  their  exertion)  are  so  short-lired,  and  with  so  little 
combination,  that  I  do  not  see  any  hope  of  their  being  able  to  resist  the  ad*  ' 
~Tance  of  the  enemy,  even  to  Oporto,  if  (hat  place  is  leaKy  the  object  of 
■General  La  Borde. 

Captain  Bligh  acquainted  me,  that  in  case  he  found  it  necessary  to  en' 
ctute  Fignoini,  be  ahoald  retire  by  sea,  with  the  whole  of  the  marines,  t« 
Oporlo.  It  u  to  be  obsCTved,  that  the  force  under  La  Borde  marched  from 
iit^n  c^  tbe^  iiutajat,  and  tbej  were  aliltat  Leyria  on  (he  IBlh  ;  and  it 
'Ibenfore  beconiet  a  qnestiiMit  wh«tbar  the  otiject  of  La  Borde  is  I9  Obtain'  ft 
■supply  .of  praviaioRa  for  Junot,  to  paoetrntQ  to  Opart9«  or  (o  interrupt  tfap 
^commubfcMionbetwecRLisbeaaDdtheDorlbKnpiOTifiowiKiw  iawmi* 

No.  XIL 

Copif  of  «  Letter  from  Ixird  Viseouttt  QuHereaf^  t»  BHgtO/er-Gt^ 
neral  the  Honourahle  Charles  Stew(trt: 

■DmmiieStmt^4thJiiKtai,t90». 

SIR, 

LiEVTEKANT-GENCitAX  SirHnrry  Burrard  having  been  di- 
xected  to  leave  orders  at  Oporto,  with  respect  to  the  point  at  which  he  may 
deem  it  expedient  (hat  the  18lh  Light  Dragoons  sliouUl  be  disembarked,  I 
am  to  convey  to  you  the  King's  commands,  that  you  do  call  olF  that  port 
for  such  instructions  as  the  Lieutenant-General  may  have  left  for  yoe ;  and 
in  case  yon  should  6Dd  that  none  have  been  leH,  you  will  regulate  your 
movemcnls  by  such  information  aa  you  may  there  receive,  with  respect  to 
the  positions  of  the  British  army. 

I  have,  &c. 
<Signed)  CASTLEREAGH. 

To  Brigafyr-Generat  Ihe  Bon  QtarUt  &emagt,, 
lit.  ke.  tic 
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No.  XIII. 

Hiad  Qtutrlers  at  FilU  Ferde.  Atig.  ly,  iS09t 
MY  LORD, 

THE  French  General  La  Borde  haying  continped  in  his  posit 
tion  at  Roleia  since  my  arrival  at  Caldras  on  tlic  l3th  instant,  I  dctarmined 
ttt  attack  him  In  it  tbh  moming.  Roleia  ig  siluated  on  an  eminence,  hnring 
•  plain  in  its  front,  at  the  end  of  a  TBlley,  •wbidh  commences  at  Caldas,  an^ 
U  dosed  to  the  soutlmard  by  mountains,  which  join  (he  hills  forming  lh« 
ralley  on  lh«  left  looking  from  Caltlas.  la  the  centra  of  the  valley,  and 
iiibout  eight  milec  fVom  Roleia,  is  (he  tonn  and  old  Moorish  fort  of  Obldos^ 
from  whence  (be  enemy's  piqncts  had  been  driven  on  (be  15lh,  and  from  (hot 
1iin«  l>e  had  posts  in  the  hills  on  Ix>th  sides  of  the  valley,  as  well  as  in  tbo 
plain  In  front  of  his  army,  which  was  pnstcd  on  the  heights  in  front  of  Itop 
Ma,  Its  right  terfing  upon  the  hiUs,  its  Icfl  upon  an  eminence  on  which  was 
a  windmill,  and  (he  whole  covering  four  ot  five  passes  inio  (he  mountains 
on  his  lear.  J  have  mMon  lo  hcUeve  tbat  his  force  consisted  of  at  least  6000 
snen,  of  which  aboat  5O0  were  cavalry,  with  five  pieces'  of  cannon  ;  and 
'ticrvwaaaiMBereMOB  tu'toUeve  that  Qenerallioiaion,  who  was  at  Rio  Ma- 
jor yesterday,  woold  jiMB  General  La  Borde  by  his  right  in  the  course  of  the 
night.  The  plan  of  attack  was  formed  accordingly,  and  the  array  having 
btakoa  np  from  Caldaa  this  morning,  was  formed  into  three  oolumiw.  Th? 
right,  consisting  of  1800  Portuguese  iofantry,  and  50  Portuguese  cavalry, 
destfned  to  turn  the  eDaoy's  left,  and  penetrate  into  the  mountains  in  his 
rear.  The  t<;ft,  consisting  of  Major-Gfeneral  Ferguson's,  and  Brigadier* 
General  Bovea**  brigade  of  infantry,  three  companies  of  riflemen,  a  bri- 
gade of  light  artillery,  and  2p  British  and  20  Portuguese  cavalry,  wa» 
destined,  undnr  the  command  of  Major-Cieneral  Feiguson,  to  ascend  th« 
bills  at  Obidoe,  to  turn  all  the  egomy's  posts  on  the  left  of  the  valley,  as 
■wall  ai  the  right  of  bis  post  at  Raleia,  This  corps  was  also  destined,  to 
-walcb  tba  motigna  of  Gtooral  Lotsapn  on  the  enemy's  right,  who  I  had 
heard  bad  moved  from  Rio  Ibjor  towards  Aliventie  last  night.  The  centre 
colaqin,  coDsisting  of  Major^Gencral  Hill's,  Brigadier-General  Nightin? 
gale's,  ftrlgadiST'OoiMral  CranfuKl's,  wulBDgadiei'GcncrQt- Fine's  brt- 
AFPEN.  B 
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gtides,  (nitb  lb«  exceptfbn  of  the  riflemen  detached  with  Uajor>Genenl 
Ferguson)  and  400  Portuguese  light  infantry,  the  British  and  Portuguese 
caralry,  a  brigade  of  9-pounders,  and  a  brigade  of  (>*pounders,  wne  <le»* 
tined  to  attack  General  La  Horde's  position  in  the  front. 

The  columns  being  formed,  itie  troops  moved  from  Obidns  about  seven 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  Brigadtcr-Gencral  Fane'i  riflemen  yiexe  immedi- 
ately'detacbetl  into  the  hills  art  (be  hH  ef  the  valley,  to  keep  up  the  com- 
munication between  the  centre  and  left  columns,  and  to  prMeof  tbC' march 
of fbe  former  af*n^  the  valley,  twid  the  oMny'a  potti  wore  successively 
drfren  in.  M^-OcttAal  Ilitt* ■  brigade,  bnoed  in  tkroo  dtlMtat  •(  bat- 
MKonH,  Moved  on  fbe  rigM  oftbc  valtey,  so^aiitad  if  tba  cBVlIiy,  in  or- 
der to  aftscfc  (lie  enemy's  kfl;  and  Brfgndter-G^ntralt  MgbiiBfalA  mi4 
Crawfurd  itaored  with  the  sHitlery  along  tbe  high  M«d,  until  at  l«ngU  tbe 
tmaa  formed  In  &«  plain  imnwdiatoly  in  tbe  citMt^y's  front,  supported  bf 
(he  Hght  infikntry  eompantes,  and  tbe  46t&  ngidcntsf  B>rigadi<r-G«Deitd 
Crawftird*^  brigade,  IritOe  the  two  otbw-  n^meata  of  this  brigade  (Ae  MA 
atidg'ls()atldIudrof  lhe9*paandflft  brigade  Mete  kept  ai  a  rtaefveinlke 
Dear. 

ItfffjoT-Gencral  Hiir,  mA  BrigodtefGeiMrrid  N^fMii^Ib  advanced  npM 
tlte  enenty*3  position,  sad  at  fDe  satd*  moment  Afigadier-'OeiMnl  Faac^ 
rideniM  were  far  tire  billB  ati  his  rfg'ki,  the  Foriii^MM  MrfiEbfry  is  ar  vUUge 
Qp6n  his  Tefl,  and  M^or-0c(ier«l  FergtM()n*s  c«laiM  me  d«Dctidi^  fiaia 
the  heights  bito  the  pMfi.  From  fbls  sHuafkta  tb«  tiMoy  rotind^y  lie 
paaita  Into  the  tnountairu,  trillk  ffae  utmoAt  n^triarity  fttiA  A«  gtWtM  c^ 
rity  ;  aihl  oofwhttgtandtng  tbe  rapid  advance  of  fbe  Britta^  infantry,  Ifae 
vTant  of  a  sufltcient  body  of  cavalry  wa«  (b«  camt  of  hb  MOnimg  hmt  Bttic 
loss  oA  the  pMo. 

It  was  then  necessary  to  male  sdispoGifiaA  t«  ttflKek  thefbrmUabls  pe^ 
tion  trkkb  he  hod  taken  np. 

Biigadl^i'-Oaieral  Fane's  riAnum  mtK  t/lteidy  'm  ihe  matmtaiM  at  hk 
t^t.  And  fto  time  Was  Idst  in  attacking  tbe  dMereiM  pwste,  as  wdl  t» 
support  tbe  riflemen,  as  td  d«feit  tbe  ettenty  conpb-My. 

liie  PorfUgQ^se  fnf^Qtry  were  ordeted  to  move  up  a  ptea  OR  tire  right  «f 
l&ewliote.  The  H^t  eoffipanies  of  Mtrjor  Hill's  brigade,  aod  the  Mi  r» 
giment  roofed  up  ft  pass  tiext  Or  tb«  rigfct;  m6  iht  9Mr  tq|;iaM*t,  Mfh 
ported  by  the  dtb  regiment,  utidct  Brigadier<j«ner*l  Nigbtingaby  a  tiiM 
|KUs;  and  the  4Stb  and  ftjd  te^^ents  passes  on  the  Mt.  These  pwan 
ttate  aS  difficult  of  accns,  lUtd  some  of  diem  mt*  «eU  defimiUd  by  tft« 
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*«rflut  tmntf  ■wdesperOe,  mcI  itwas  ja  jUus«JiMick  prificipfiU^  Uidt  V« 
«nat&ia«fl  ibe  Icn  irhich  we  f lave  to  laaoaot,  nKtrticHlai'ly  of  'Hbai  gvVaiit  qf* 
ficer,  (lie  Hon.  JUeitenMi^-CdUw«t  i<^k««  inbo  .diltJiviiwlwd  JHOwelf  pmn 
this  occatioii.  Tbe  .wwfli;  was,  howeTer,  driven  from  all  the  positions  he 
ifti  tlltenfn  the  itftn  flff  tKc  mountains,  Ufd  Mir  iroops  were  advanced  in 
(h«  plains  on  their  lOpa.  For  a  considerable 'JeqgUi  «f  iti^CiUw^hinnd 
0tli  Tegiiuenta  alone  wereadv^*^  to  tli^is  point,  -with  Brigadier-General 
Fane's  rtflemoi  at  a  distaocaon  tlie  left,  and  the^  were  afterwards  supi 
po(M%MM  Ml  Rigiawit,  mddl^  41m  light  companies  of  Major  Hiire 
l>ri^de,  which  had  come  npon  their  right,  and  by  the  o&cr  troops  ordered 
to  aseend  ttie  monntahiSj  Vho  «Bme  ap  by  deg^rees. 

Tile  enem^  here  made  three  most  gaRant  attada  npon  the  SStb  and  Oth 
Teglmwits,  snpported  bb  I  have  abeve  stated,  with  a  view  to  cover  (he  retreat 
frfhwdefrated  arm7,ln  rfl  of  which  he-was,  towever,  repvdseil,  bnt  "he  bu«- 
ceeded  biellixtlng  hiaTctreal  in  good  order,  owing  principally  to  mj  want 
of  cavalry;  and  secoadlj  to  the  difficOHy  of  bringing  np  4he  passes  of  Ihe 
raonotaiDB-with  cdcrfty,  a  snfRcient  number  of  troopsand  of  cannon  to  Bup« 
port  those  which  4iad  first  ascended;  The  loss  oftheenenfy  has,  however, 
beeii  very  great,  and  he  left  three  pieces  of  cannon  in  our  hands. 

I  cannot  lufficieKtly  spphiud  ihe  conduct  of  the  freopa  throughout -this 
actifHi.  The  enemy's  poskioas  were  formidable,  and  he  took  them  up  with 
li'is  usual  a7)itlty  and  celerity,  and  defended  them  most  gallantiy.  'But  I 
must  observe,  tliat  although  we'had  such  a  superiority  of  numbers  employed 
in  the  operations  of  thia  day,  lire  troops  actually  en^ged  Inlibe'heat  <rf  the 
action,  werC)  from  unavoidable  circumstances,  only  ihe'dth,  9A, '99th,  the 
tiflewcn  ^f Jlhe  GAth  and  60th,  and  the  flank  companies  of  Major-General 
Hill's  brigade ;  being  a  number  by  ho  means  equal  to  tlint  of  the  enemy< 
Thar  conduct,  therefore,  deserves  tlie  bluest  commendations. 

I  cannot  avoid  to  lake  this  ogpgrtujt^  of  expressing  ray  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  aid  and  support  I  received  from  all  the  general  and  other 
officbn  of  Ihis 
Ji»r*f|i^W(»e 
,PQioq,tor,t)ie 
Tal  Hill,  and  ] 
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1  derived  most  maferhtl  assistance  also  from  Lientenant-Colonel  Tucker 
'  nnd  Liculenant-Colonel  Bathurst  in  the  ofSces  of  Deputy  Adjutant,  and 
Deputy  QuaTter-Master'Genernl,  and  from  the  oticers  of  the  Staff  employed 
under  them,  I  must  also  menlton  tbtit  I  hftd  every  reason  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  artillery  under  Lieutenant-Coloiiel  Robe,  f  have  thd  honoiir  to 
eodoae  herewith  a  Return  of  Killed,  Wounded,  and  Missing. 
I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ARTHUR  WELLESLEV. 

To  yitcoKHl  CatOtreagh,  ftc.  *c.  I[c.  ' 

No.  XIV. 

Hmd-QwirUrt  at  lourif%fM,  ISU  Jtmut,  1608. 
MV  LORD, 

SINCE  I  wrote  to  you  last  night  I  liavelieard  from  Brigadier- 
General  Anstrutbcr,  that  be  is  on  the  coast  of  Penichfi  with  the  fleet  of 
victuallers  and  store-sbips,  in  charge  of  Captain  Bligh  of  the  Alfred,  with  a 
part  of  ibe  force  detached  from  Engbnd  under  Brigadier-General  Adand, 
in  consequence  of  the  receipt  ofordere  which  I  had  left  at  Mondego  Bay  for 
General  Acland,  which  be  bad  opened. 

I  have  ordered  Brigadier^eneral  Anstrulher  lo  land  immediately,  and  I 
have  moved  to  tbit  place  in  order  to  protect  his  landing-  and  facilitate  hii 
junction. 

General  Loisson  joined  General  La  Borde  in  the  course  of  last  night  at 
Torres  Vedras,  and  I  understand  that  both  b^in  their  march  towards  Lisbon 
tbii  morning:  1  also  bear  that  GeneralJunot  has  arrived  this  day  at  Torres 
Vedras,  with  a  small  corps  from  Lisbon,  and  I  conclude  that  the  whole  of 
Ihe  French  army  will  be  assembled  between  Torres  Vedras  and  the  capital, 
ia  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

.  I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  ARTHUR  WELLESLEY. 

To  fucotmt  Cailtereagh,  lie.  lie  ke. 

No.  XV. 

H^ad-Qwtrtert  at  Loutinha,  lethJugutt,  JSOS. 
MY  LORD. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  return  of  the  Ktted  and 
wonnded,  in  tfae  affair  between  the  outposts  of  the  I5th  instant,  reported  in 
my  letter  to  your  Lordship  of  the  JSth. 

<Signed}  ARTHUR  WELL^LEY. 

3b  rucotuu  CattUmgh,  ^.  ^e.  4^ 
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[Eaoloran.] 

Return  of  the  Killed,  Wounded,  and  Misiing,  of  the  Am^  under 
the  Command  of  the  Bight  Honourable  Lteutenant-General  Str 
Arthur  Waiesley,  K.  B.  on  the  Ihth  August. 

Btad  Qiurten,  Caldat,  l6th  Jugvtl,  1809. 


5th  BalUlion,  60Ui  Foot— I  rook  and  file. 
9ddo.  951b.  Too*— I  lieuteaaBl. 


Mb  BaUstioR,  60Ui  Foot— 5  raak  and  file. 
9d  do.  05th  Foot— 1  oaptain. 


filh  BaltalioD,  60th  Foot— 17  rank  aod  file. 
8d  do.  95tfa  Foot— 4  rank  and  file. 


1  LieutcBant,   I   rank  and  file,  killed^I  captau,  5  rank  and  filcf, 
wounded — SI  rank  and  file,  mbsing — 9S. 

VAUn  or  OmCBB*  VIU-BO  AKD.TOCHDUIt. 

95th  R^iment-^Lieutenant  BnmbnT/,  klDed;. 
Captain,  the  Hon.  H.  K.  Pakenham,  ilightly  vonnded; 
(Signed)  G.  B.  TUCKER, 

Depot/  Adjntant-Gtnenilj. 
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Retwn  of  the  Killed,  Woitnded,  and  Missint^  qf  the  .^4rmrf  milar 
the  Ciumnand  of  the  Right  Honourable  Lieutenant-Gencral  Sir 
•     Jr/hur  WellesJfi/,  ST.  B.  on  rftclTrfi  qf  Angtst,  W08. 

General  S(i>ff—i  captain. 

Ruynl  Arlillpry — 1  cnpfain. 

Ut  Briicade,  Major-Gcncral  Hill. — 5ih  Raiment  of  Foot— 3  rank  and 
lite;  Olh  do i  rank  and  file. 

3d  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  NightlnjTrtc. -^SOft  lleshnent  df  I'oot— 
1  lieulenaiit-colond,  3  scrjeanls,  and  3J  nink  and  file;  82d  do. — 6  rank  and 
file. 

filh  Brignde,  Brigadirr-Gen«riA  Oatrfard.— <19A  flegioient -ef  fWit — 1 
ensign  ;  5l)lL  do, — 2  rank  and  file. 

4lli  Biigade,  Brigadier-General  Bowea— 93d  Regiment  of  Foot — 1  rank 
and  file. 

gd  Brigade,  Major-GenertilFCTgnBon.—40Ch  Regiment  of 'F6ot—i  ■rank 
and  file  ;  7 1st  do.— 1  rank  and  file. 

6lh,  or  Li^lit,  Brigadier-General  Fane. — 9d  Battalion,  95th  Regiment— 
>1  Gcrjeant  and  6  rank  and  &lei  5Cb  do.,  COth  do.— 8  nnk  and  file. 


Royal  Artillerj — 1  rank  and  file. 

Royal  EngtAeers — 1  cafiMin. 

1st  Brigade.— 5th  Regine*t— 2  nujor*  1  licatleaanr,  S  Berjeanl«,  «nd  39 
rank  and  file;  Otbidn.-'i  JientfloaJit-coloBet,  I  mi^r,  1  cafitain,  1  cmign, 
3  serjeanfg,  and  AdxtnJkand  fil£ ;  S8(h  do,^4  rank  and  file. 

-Sd  Brigade! — ^S9lh  R^jment — 1  major,  3  captaini,  3  licutenaDtG,  6  ser* 
jeants,  and  103  rank  and  file ;  S3d  do. — 1  lieutenant,  I  serjeant,  and  17 
rank  and  file. 

5ib  Brigade.^45th  Regiment — I  Uenteoant  and  9  rank  and  file;  SOth 
do. — 1  rank  and  file, 

4th  Brigade. — 6th  Regiment — 1  captain  and  2  rank  and  file ;  9Sd  do.^ 
S  rank  and  file. 
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SdBrigaile — 40tIiRa«f»neia— Srankaitd  Me;  7lstd«,— Itank  ■«()  file. 

filb,  «  Li^it.— £J  BuUaliuii,  Sfilii  Regiineat^d  sarjcaats, and  33  tank 
and  file ;  5tti  do^  COlh  d».^3  Iwiiteiunlc^  1  ataff^  5  geijcMU,  "Ad  94  Kuik 
kBilfik. 

Cavalry. — 20lU  Light  Dragoons — 3  rnnk  and  file. 


iBt  Brigade.— 0lli  Regtmont— 13  rank  anil  file. 

Jd  Br^ode.— &9tb  Bcginent — I  captain,  3  lientenanlt,  1  serjeant,  1 
drummer,  and  Si  rank  and  file. 

41h  Brigade. — 6th  Regiment— 1  nnk  and  file. 

6lh,  or  Light.— 8i]  BaUalion,  95th  Regiment— 7  rank  and  file  t  5(h  tlo., 
fiOth  do.— M  nnk  and  fit*. 


£Oth  Light  Dragoons — I  killed  and  2  wounded. 


1  Lieuienant'ooloncl,  S  captains,  1  ensign,  3  serjeanls,  and  63  rank  anij 
file,  killed — I  KeuleBiutl-colond,  3  majors,  6  captains,  8  licutenaaia,  1  en- 
■ig»,  1  atafi^  ^0  scrjeauls,  and  SQArank  and  file,  wounded — I  caplaii),  3 
litutedoaU,  1  serjauiti  1  dnuomeri  awl  68  rank  and  file^  missing — 179. 

■AICESOF  OtfFICCBS  KLLLED,  WOUNDED,  >ND   MISSING,  ON  tILE    ITtH 
AUOOBT,  180S. 

Genernl  Staff— Captain  K.  I.  Bradford,  3d  regiment  foot|^«Md»,  Deputy 
Assiatant>Ai9rulitM-GeneraJ,  killed. 

Hoytl  ArtiHery—Optwn  H.  Geary,  kiHed. 

Rnyal  Engineers — Captain  Howard  filphinstone,  wonnded,  badly.' 

6th  Foot— Mqn  Erks,  sitgbtlyt  Lieutenant  Doyle,  wounded. 

9>tfa  Foot-^ieutenant-Colonel  Stuart,  severely,  Major  Mollc,  CaptaiH 
Sankey,  Ensign  Nichols,  wounded. 

S9th  Foot — Lieutenant-Colonel  the  Hon.  G.  A.  F.  Lake,  killed ;  Major 
G.  Way,  Thomas  Egerton,  Captain  P.  Hodge,  A.  Patison,  Lieutenant  R. 
Birmingham,  St.  John,  W.  Lucas,  Robert  Stannus,  wounded ;  Captain 
Qmmgb  Ted,  WiUam  BisniijiiMi,  AsdvoK  Nc«baM|  Tbomaa  Langtou, 
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6th  Foot— Captain  John  Camy,  woandeH,  slightlj. 
45lh  Foot— Ensign  Damon,  killed';  Li#ut.  Burke,  wonod«d,  alighttj'. 
69i)  Foot— Zjteutmant  R.  Rddj  iroundetl,  dangeronslj'. 
60tb  Foot — Lieut.  Kiety,  Ensign  Danns,  Adjutant  De  Gilso,  woonded, 
Mphtiy, 

9oih  Foot — Cuplain  Creagli,  Lieutenant  Hilt,  Lieut.  Cortman,  wonndedy 
dighll^. 

(Signed)  G.  B.  TUCKER, 

Deput/  Adjulant-GeoemL 

No.  XVI. 

Head  iimTlert,  Maeeira,  3m  ^ttigiiH,  1809. 
MY  LORD, 

THE  report,  whioh  I  h«Te  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your 
Iiord^faip,  made  at  my  request,  by  Lieuleiiant>Genera)  Sir  Arthur  Wet]es> 
ley,  conveys  information  which  cannot  but  prove  highly  gratifying  to  hii 
Majesty. 

On  my  landing  this  morning,  I  found  thai  the  enemy's  attack  had  al> 
ready  commenced  ;  and  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  reach  the  field  of.action 
in  lime  lo  witness  end  approve  of  every  disposition  that  had  been  made, 
and  was  kfferwards  made,  by  Air  Arthur  Wellesleyi  his  comprehenslvfl 
mind  l\irniBhing  a  ready  resource  in  every  emergency,  and  rendering  It  quite 
unnecessary  to  direct  any  alteration. 

I  am  happy,  on  this  occasfbn,  to  bear  testimony  to  the  great  spirit  and 
good  conduct  displayed  by  ajl  the  troops  composing  this  gallant  army  in  this 
velUconteeted  action.. 

I  sei|d  this  di&patch  by  Captain  Cam(^ll,  ,Aid-de>caqip  to  Sir  Arthi|T 
Wellesley,  no  person  being  betUr  qualified  to  give  your  Lordship  infor- 
matioib  I  have,  &c. 

HARRY  BURRARD,  . 

Lieulenant^Genenil. 

rucount  QutUretigh,  Ar,  lie.  lie, 

[Eaclosure.] 

Vimkra,  Augutl  2Ut,  ia08. 
SIR,  -..,.*, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  tlut  the  eoeny  attacked 
Wi  in  our  positioa  at  Viraieia,  tbii  morDing, 
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The  village  of  Timiew  sfcnd»  hi  n  vrtlsy,  thfoogfc  wfaiH>  rnns  the  rm» . 
Maciera ;  at  the  back,  and  to  the  westnarJ  and  nsribwaril  06  ihitriia^, 
a  a  roouDtatit,  the  western  pefaiG  «f  which  touclm  the  sea,  and  the  eastern 
is  separated'  by  a  deep  raTlne  from  the  beighfsj  vnr  which  pa*sa  tbe^  mttA- 
which  I^ads  from  EoHriiihe,  and  Hie  noTtfawai^  1»  Vimient.  The  gmter 
part  of  the  'mSsBAry,  tJie  1st,  Sif,  M,  441^,  5tb,  and  8lh  brigades  weM  posted 
on  this  movntain,  with  dgbt  pieces  of  artillery,  Mnjor-Geneml  HiH'e  bn> 
gade  being  oq  the  right,  and  Major>Geneml  Pergnsen's  on  the  lefV,  having 
one  battalion  on  the  heights  separated  from  the  ntoontain.  On  the  eaattrn 
and  southern  side'  of  the  town  is  a  miH,  which  is  entirely  conmanded,  par-' 
ticatarly  on  its  rig%t,  by  the  euuntBin  to  fhe  twatwatd  of  the  town,  and^ 
commandtng  all  the  ground  in  the  neighbourhood  to  the  saathnvid  and 
eastward,  on  which  Brigadier-General  Fane  was  posted  with  his  riflemen,, 
and  the  50th  regiment,  and  Brigadier-Greneral  Anatrutlier  with  bis  brigade,, 
with  half  ft  brigade  of  six-ponndbrs,  and'  half  a  brigade  of  nine-poaaden^ 
which  had  been  ordered  toi  the  porition  in  the  course  of  last  n^ht.  The 
ground  orer  which  passes  the'irred  from  Iiourinha,  oommanded  tlia  left  of, 
this  height,  and  it  had  not  been  occupied,  excepting  by  a  ptcfeet,  aa  ths. 
<»mp  had  been  taken  up  dnly  (at  one  night,  and  thepe  was  noi 'water  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  this  height!. 

The  cavalty  and  (he  reserve  of  artiMery  were  in-  the  vallby,  betneen-  tfaa 
failt^,  on  which  Hie  inifantry  Btaod<,  both  flhnfcing  and  snppoitiag  Brigadier* 
General  Fane's  advanced  guard. 

The  enemy  first  appeared'  about  efgBt  o*c1bck  in  the  morniBgj,  in'  lai^e 
badies  oFeavaIVy,  on  our  left,  upon  the  heights  on  the  road  to' Laarfaihv;. 
and  it  was  soon  obvious  that  the  attack  would  be  made  upan  oar  ads«need' 
guard,  and  the  feft  of  our  position-;  IVbja>r<^SeneraI- Ferguson's  bri^dewap 
ionnefliafcly  moved  across  the  ravitie  to  the  Heighfson  theroad  tO'Loaiinba,- 
with-  three  pieces-  of  cannon ;  b«  was  followed'  successively  by  Brigadiers- 
General  Nightfngate,  with  his  brigade  and  IfaTee  pieces  of  cannon  ;  BKga- 
dier-General  Ackland,  and  bis  brigade ;  and  BHgadier-Genenil  Bbwes,  with 
Iris  brigade.  These  troops  wereformed  (S^or-General  Feiia;««onVbrigad* 
in  the  first'line-,  Brigadier-€renera4  Nightingale's  in  the  second,  and  BHga>- 
dier^General'  Bbwvs's  find  Ach^aud's,  in  eohimns,  in  in  the  rear)  oh  tfioae 
heights,  with  their  rear  upon  the  valley  which  leada  intO' Vimiera ;  and 
their  left'  upon  the  other  ravine,  which  separatea  these  heights  front 
the  range  which  temtinates  at  tlte  landing-place-  at  Maeeira.  (Da  the  iiat- 
lAOtttloned  heigbtv,  the  IPbituguese  troeps  which  had  beea  in- tile-  bottom' 
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near  Vimicra  were  posted  in  (he  first  instance,  and  tJiey  'wen  supported  by 
Brt^dier-General  Craiifurd's  brigade. 

The  troops  of  the  advanced  guard,  on  the  heights  to  the  southward  and 
eastward  of  the  town,  were  deemed  sufficient  for  iis  defence,  and  Major- 
General  Hill  was  moved  to  the  centre  of  the  mountain,  on  which  (he  great 
body  of  infiinlry  had  been  posted,  as  a  support  to  these  (ruops,  and  as  a  ro- 
serre  to  ihe  wliole  army ;  in  addition  to  this  support,  these  troops  had  that 
of  the  cavalry  in  the  rear  of  the  right. 

The  enemy's  attack  began,  in  several  columns,  upon  the  whole  of  the 
troops  on  this  height ;  on  (he  left  they  advanced,  notwithstanding  ibe  tire 
of  tlie  riflemen,  close  to  the  50(h  raiment,  and  checked  and  driven  back 
only  by  the  bayonets  of  that  corps.  The  Sd  battalion,  43d  reginteni,  was 
likewise  closely  engaged  with  them  in  the  road  which  leads  into  Vimiera  ;,a 
part  of  that  corps  having  been  ordered  into  the  church-yard,  to  prevent 
them  from  penetrating  into  the  town.  On  the  riglit  of  the  position  tbey 
were  repulsed  by  the  bayonets  of  the  9Sd  regimeut,  which  corps  was  suc- 
cessfully supported  by  the  Sd  battalion,  5Sd,  which,  by  an  advanced  co- 
lumn, took  the  enemy  in  flank. 

Besides  thi«  opposition,  given  to  the  attack  of  the  memy  on  their  ad- 
vanced guard  by  their  own  exertions,  (hey  were  attacked  in  flank  by  Bri- 
gadier-General Ackland's  brigade,  in  its  advance  to  the  position  oa  the 
heights  on  the  left,  and  a  cannonade  was  kept  up  on  the  flank  of  the  ene- 
my's columns,  by  the  artillery  on  those  heights. 

At  length,  atter  a  most  desperate  contest,  the  enemy  was  driven  back  in 
confusion  from  this  attack,  with  the  loss  of  seven  pieces  of  cannon,  many 
prisoners,  and  a  great  number  of  oificers  and  soldiers  killed  and  wounded. 
He  was  pursued  by  a  detachment  of  the  SOth  light  dragoons,  but  the  ene- 
iny'scavalry  was  so  much  superior  in  numbers,  that  this  detachment  has 
suflfered  much,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Taylor  was  unfortunately  killed. 

Nearly  at  the  same  time,  the  enemy's  attack  commenced  upon  the  heights 
on  the  road  to  Lourinha;  this  attack  was  supported  by  a  large  body  of  ca- 
valry, and  was  made  with  the  usual  impetuosity  of  the  French  troops.  It 
was  received  with  steadiness  by  Major-General  Ferguson's  brigade,  consist- 
ing of  the  SGth,  40lb,  and  71st  regiments,  and  these  corps  chafed  as  soon 
as  the  enemy  approached  them,  who  gave  way,  and  tbey  continued  to  ad- 
vance upon  him,  supported  by  the  Sid,  one  of  the  corps  of  Brigadier-Ge* 
neral  Nightingale's  brigade,  which,  as  the  ground  extended,  afterwards 
formed  a  part  of  the  first  line  by  the  %9tli  raiment,  and  by  Brigadier-Ge- 
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nerel  Bowes's  and  Ackland*s  brigades :  whilst  Biigadier^General  Cranfurd's 
brigade  and  (he  Portnguete  troops,  in  two  lines,  adranced  along  Ihe  height 
on  (he  lefl.  In  the  advance  of  Major-Geneiat  Ferguson's  brigade  six  piece* 
of  cannon  ncre  taken  Avm  the  enemy,  with  many  prisoners  and  vast  num- 
bers killed  aifd  wounded. 

The  enemy  afterwards  made  an  attempt  to  recover  part  of  his  artillery, 
by  attacking  the  71st  and  g2d  regiments,  which  were  baited  in  a  valley  in 
which  it  had  been  taken.  These  regiments  retired  irtKn  the  low  grounds  in 
tiw  valley,  to  the  heights,  where  they  hailed,  faced  abont,  and  fired  and 
advanced  upon  (be  enemy,  who  hnd  by  that  time  arrived  in  the  low  groand, 
and  (hey  thus  obliged  him  agam  to  retire,  with  great  loss. 

In  this  action,  in  which  tiie  whole  of  the  French  force  in  Portugal  was  em* 
ployed,  under  the  c<Hnaiand  of  the  Duke  of  Abrantes  in  person,  in  which 
Uie  enemy  was  certainly  superior  in  cavalry  and  artillery ;  and  in  which 
not  more  than  half  of  the  British  army  was  actually  engaged,  he  has  sua- 
stained  a  signal  defeat,  and  has  lost  13  pieces  of  cannon,  S3  ammuDitioo- 
waggcns,  with  powder,  shells,  stores  of  all  descriptions,  and  20,000  rounds 
of  musket  ammunition.  One  general  officer  (Berniere)  has  been  wounded 
and  taken  prisoner,  and  a  great  many  officers  and  soldiers  have  been  killed, 
wounded,  and  taken. 

The  valour  and  discipline  of  his  Majesty's  troops  have  been  ctHupicaont 
upon  this  occasion,  as  yoa,  who  witnessed  the  greatest  part  of  the  action, 
must  have  observed ;  but  it  is  a  justice  to  the  folbwuig  corps,  to  draw  your 
notice  to  them  in  a  particular  manner,  viz.  the  royal  artillery,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant^CoIooel  Robe ;  the  SOth  light  dragoons,  which  has  been 
commanded  by  Lieuteaant-Colonel  Taylor;  the  SOth  regiment,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Walker ;  the  3d  battalion,  95th  foot,  commanded  by  Major 
Travers ;  the  5th  battalion,  60(h  regiment,  commanded  by  Major  Davy ; 
the  Sd  battalion,  43d,  commanded  by  Major  Hull;  the  Sd  battaltoo,  5Sd, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ross ;  the  79tli  regiment,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Odonel  Lyon ;  the  36th  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Bnrae;  the  40(h,  commanded  by  Lieutcnant-Colonel  Kemmis;  the  Tlst,  . 
commanded  by  Lieutenant*Colonel  Pack ;  and  the  83d  regiment,  com« 
manded  by  Major  Eyre. 

In  mentioning  Colonel  Bume  and  the  36th  regiment  upon  this  occasion, 
I  cannot  avoid  to  add,  that  the  regular  and  orderly  conduct  of  this  corpsj 
throughout  this  service,  and  their  gallantry  and  discipline  in  action,  have 
been  compicuous. 

f2 
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I  mml  take  ttm  opportmit/  of  •ckaMrledgta^  mj  •Utffttioni  to  ib«  Gor 
Mxalaad  Staff  Oft<xM«ftke«riBf.  I  ww  ame^  wdehted  «»  Hajor^Geiw 
nlSpeNcerV  judgment  wtd  tzpenoM  ia  (hedednaa  which  1  formed  in  r** 
ipM»  to  t&«  wutnber  ftf  tnMipt  allotted  to  caoli  potat  of  d«6jtee,  aad  for  hb 
advice  and  assistance  throughout  Ibe  action.  In  llw  poMtica  taken  ap  bf 
Jfajor-GeneralFcffiiMH'BbTigadriandin  ilB  MlranaMapMi  the  eaeniy, that 
•fien  «faewed  eqaal  fawveryond  judfraent ;  and  ei«ch  ptnive  k  due  t* 
Br^md«er-<j««enil  Fam  and  Biigadier-fieBend  Anttrutficr,  for  4l>eir  gal* 
hilt  Menu  af  thair  paaitaoD  in  fmat  «f  Viiaien  t  and  ta  Bri^di«r<Geaa> 
Tal  Migfatiiigafe,  for  the  nanneria  irbkh  be  atappeftod  44e  attack  <^ao  Iha 
enemy,  made  hy  Major-Ocneial  Fci^gaton. 

hJBOkmmi'Cidanei  ii,  Tacfer,  mmi  Ueatomit-ColoMl  BaUHuet,  and 
IheOffioeniBlhe^paitBeatsof  fte  Ai^tanta^  QoartCT^MaafceiwGeaa. 
Hi,  Bad  Ueiitenaii4.C:i]lo>d  Tonen  and  tin  Offioen  af  my  pandMl  Stal^ 
laadtjwJ  aw  Ibcgaeaicit  Mlitincw  tfepangbaat  Aeaction. 

In  fan  the  boiwar  to  etidaae  kcrewtk  *  UtAuo  of  tke  kUed,  woaadad. 
HidaiiwMg. 

I  faave  the  haneur  to  be.  Sec. 
iSigaed)  ARTHUR  WELLESLEY, 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  hare  been  informed  that  a  French  Ge^ 
Mml  Offifler,  amipaoc^r  t«  be  Gewnl  Thcbawlt^  1^  Chief  of  the  Staff,  has 
Uea  fauna  «kad  «p«a  tbe  field  of  batik.  A.  W. 

ifa-  titny  Shtr»m4,  limlnml-Gmttal. 

(AickMra.) 

Settm^OrJmmccaud  Ammunition,  taken  in  the  Action ^the2\st 
Inetmt. 

One  S-pounderj  four  l-poaaders,  three  S-pounden,  six  5i-inch  Iiow« 
itzerE,  e  annamutioQ-waggoas,  81  Pectugu««e  ammunition-can,  40  horses,  4 
rautas. 

The  aboTC  it  only  the  number  already  arrived  in  the  Park ;  but,  from 
several  accounts,  there  are  eight  more  taken  from  the  enemy.    The  ammu- 
nitioQ  vraggans  and  cars  contain  a  portion  of  powder,  sfaelli  and  stores  of  all 
deacriptioDS,  and  about  80^000  rounds  of  musket  ammunition. 
WM.  ROBE,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Commanding  Royal  ArtQfery. 

UmtmuMt^kmtl  Tutker,  dc.  ^.  && 
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Generat  Rrfum. 
4  Killed*  37  wounded,  aad  3  missing— 43* 

NON-COHHIB8IONED  OFFICEB9  AND  DBtTHMERS. 

3  Killed,  31  woiftded,  Md  J  miwng— 37 

BANK  AND  FILE. 

NB  Kilkd,  4C6  «oimM»  and  46  misuDg— 640. 


SO  Killed,  IS  womided,  uid  1  missing — 43. 


4  0{flc«n,  »  RMfCDmintntowiri  0febei«,  nS  rank  and  ilt,  killed— S7  of^ 
Keen,  31  n*B>«QMniisrioDed  ofBmrs,  and  466  rank  nnd  file,  lto«bded-^i2  e/^ 
fioers,  3  non-crnnmiwfoned  officen,  and  46  tank  aad  file,  mnstng-^-TSO.-^ 
Henn  kfiled,  woanded  aad  abasing,  43. 

mMtt*  •#  Ta*  o»mekb  kixijCD,  wmfhbb*,  arji  ataitilay  mi  fria  dlBt 
»v  Auao*Tt  1668. 

General  Statf"— Captain  Hardinge,  S7th  rt^iment,  DepQty  Assistant  Qua- 
ter-Master'General,  wbuaded. 

Royal  Engineers — First  Lieutenant  Wells,  missing. 

9(}th  Light  Dragoons — Lieat.-Colonel  Taylor,  lulled  ;  Captain  Eustace,, 
missing. 

SOth  Foot — Lieut.  Brook,  killed  ;  Lient.  Hogg^  irounded^ 

99th  Foot — Brevet  Major  O'Cruagh,  wounded. 

36th  Foot— Capt.  Herbert,  slightly  ;  Lieut.  Hnrt,  ditto ;  Lieot.  Lo^gh, 
ditto;  Lieut.  Edwards,  ditto;  Ensign  Bone,  ditto;  Lieut,  and  Adjutant 
Porah,  severely  wounded. 

40lh  Foot — Capt.  Smith,  Lient.  Frankly,  slightly  wounded. 

43d  Foot — Major  Heam,  Capt.  Ferguson,  Capt.  Brock,  C^pt.  ttavo-^ 
fidd,  Lieut.  Maddvn,  Ensign  Wilson,  wounded. 
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50th  Foot— Capt.  O.  G.  Cooke,  killed ;  Major  Chariea  Hill,  Lient.  John 
Kent,  John  Wilson,  Robert  Ha^,  wounded. 
fiSd  Foot— Capt.  Ewart,  Lieut.  Bell,  wonnded. 
60th  Foot — Lieut.  Charles  Kirk,  Lewb  Rithe,  wounded. 
7Ist  Foot — Capt.  Jones,  &\igbtiy;_M.  M'Kenzie,  ditto;  Lieut.  J.  D. 
Pratt,  severely;  Wm.  Hartley,  ditto;  R.  Dudgeon,  ditio;  A .  S.  M*Intyre, 
slightly;  Ensign  W.  Campell,  ditto;  Acting  Adjutant  R.  M'Alpin,  se- 
Terely  wounded* 
83d  Foot— Lieut.  R.  Donkin,  killed. 
95tb-  Foot— Lieut.  Piatt,  Ensign  Wm.  Cox,  wounded. 
97th  Foot— Major  J.  Wilson,  Lieut.  £.  Kettlewell,  wounded. 
(Signed)  G.  B.  TUCKER, 

Deputy  Adjatant-General. 

No.  XVII. 

Head  Quarten,  Citrfra,  3d  Sept.  1808. 
MY  LORD, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  infonn  yonr  Lordship,  that  I  landed 
in  Portugal,  and  took  the  command  of  Ifae  army  on  Monday,  the  S9d  of 
August,  the  day  after  the  battle  of  Yimiera,  when  the  enemy  sustained  a 
signal  defeat ;  and  when  the  valour  and  discipline  of  British  troops,  and  the 
talents  of  British  oflScers,  were  eminently  displayed.  A  few  hours  after  mj 
arrival,  General  KelUrmann  came  in  with  a  flag  of  trace  from  the  French 
General -in- Chief,  in  order  to  propose  an  agreement  for  a  cessation  of  hosti- 
lities, for  the  purpose  of  concluding  a  convention  for  the  evacuation  of  Pot- 
tugal  by  the  French  troops ;  though  several  articles,  at  first  agreed  upou} 
were  signed  by  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  and  General  Kellermann,  but  as  this 
was  done  with  a  reference  to  the  British  Admiral,  who,  when  the  agree« 
ment  nas  communicated  to  him,  objected  to  the  7lh  article,  which  had  foi 
its  object,  the  disposal  of  the  Russian  fleet  in  the  Tagus,  it  was  finally  con- 
cluded, lhat,Lieut..Colone1  Murray,  Qnarler-Master-Gencral  to  the  British 
army,  and  General  Kellermann,  should  proceed  to  the  discussion  of  the  re- 
maining articles,  and  finally  to  conclude  a  convention  for  the  evacuation 
df  Portugal,  subject  to  the  ratification  of  the  French  General-in-Cbtef,  and 
tite  British  Commanders  by  sea  and  land. 

After  considerable  discussion  and  repealed  reference  to  me,  which  ren- 
dered It  necesttry  for  me  to  avail  myself  of  the  Timited  period  latterly  pre? 
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scribed  for  the  Buspetuion  of  hosltlides,  in  order  to  move  tlie'Brtny  for- 
wards, and  to  place  the  several  columns  upon  the  routes  by  which  they- 
were  1o  advance,  the  Convention  was  signed,  and  the  rstificRtioiis  eschaiiged 
on  the  30lh  of  last  month. 

That  no  time  might  be  lost  in  obtaining  anchorage  for  the  transports  and 
other  shi|>ping,  which  had  for  some  days  been  exposed  to  great  peril  on 
this  dangemus  const,  and  to  insure  the  commnnicalion  between  the  army 
and  the  victu»l)ers,  which  was  cut  off  by  the  badness  of  the  weather  and 
the  surf  on  the  shore,  I  sent  orders  to  (he  Buffs  and  4Sd  regiment,  which 
were  on  board  the  Irnnsporfs  with  Sir  Charles  Cotlon's  flee',  to  land  and 
take  possession  of  the  forts  on  the  Tngus,  whenever  the  Admiral  thought 
proper  to  do  so.  'J'his  nas  accordingly  carried  into  execution  yesterday 
morning,  when  the  forte  of  Cascaes,  St.  Julien's,  and  the  Bugio,  were  eva- 
cuated by  the  French  troops,  and  taken  possession  of  by  ours. 

As  1  landed  in  Portugal  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  aclual  state  of 
the  French  army,  and  many  circumstances  of  a  local  and  incidental  nature, 
which,  doubtless,  h^d  a  great  weight  in  deciding  the  question,  my  own  opi- 
nion in  fovour  of  the  expediency  of  expelling  the  French  army  from  Por- 
tugal, by  means  of  the  Convention,  the  late  defeat  bad  induced  the  French 
Gieaeral-ia-Chief  tpsolicii,  instead  ofdoingso  by  a  continuation  of  hostilities, 
was  principally  founded  on  the  great  importance  of  time,  which  the  season 
of  the  year  rendered  peculiariy  valuable,  and  which  the  enemy  could  easily 
have  consumed,  in  the  protraclM)  ilefenoe  of  the  strong  places  they  occupied, 
had  terms  of  coaveotion  been  refused  them. 

When  the  suapensioa  of  arms  was  agreed  upon,  the  army  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  John  Moore  had  not  arrived,  and  doubts  were  even  entertained 
whether  so  large  a  body  of  men  could  be  landed  on  an  open  and  dangerous 
beach ;  and  that  being  efiected,  whether  the  supply  of  so  large  an  array 
with  provisions  from  ihe  ships  could  be  provided  for,  under  all  the  disad- 
vantages to  which  the  shipping  were  exposed  ;  during  the  n^otiation  the 
former  difficulty  was  overcome  by  the  activity,  zeal,  and  intelligence  of 
Captain  Malcolm,  of  the  Donegal,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  or- 
ders ;  but  the  possibiliiy  of  the  latter  seems  to  have  been  at  an  end  nearly  at 
the  moment  it  was  no  longer  necessary. 

Captain  Dalrymple,  18th  dragoons,  ray  military  secretary,  will  have 
the  honour  of  delivering  to  your  Lordship  this  dispatch ;  he  is  fully  in- 
formed of  whatever  has  been  done  under  my  orders,  rebttive  to  the  servic« 
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on  whicb  I  bav«  twrn  htofyenpfoyed,  mwI  eao  giT*  a^MbnuBMHv'OePib 
upon  that  caa  bo  Hquired. 

r  hav«  tile  boDOHf  to  be,  vidi  •entimentB  of  tbe  bjgteit  napcct, 
M;  Lord, 
Your  IiOidbhi|t*B  moti  obedient  humble  snrMt, 

H.  DALR¥HPi.E,  1.  G. 
A  tA»Xi^JibM.  I.onl  fitcamt  Cattlatttgh, 
4o.  4n  4c 

I^EllcliMaie.j, 

Defintiive  Convention  for  the  Evacantion  of  Portugal  by  the  Fitnch 
Jrlny. 

TH'E  Genenih  commanding  in  cliief  of  the  BrHisb  and 
Prench  ansiM  in  Portugal,  baTing  determined'  to  negotiate  and  conclude  a 
treaty  for  the  eracuation  of  Portugal  by  ibe  French  troops<,  on  the  basis  of 
llw  agreement  entered  into  on  the3Sd  instant,  for  a  suspension  of  hostilities, 
have  appointed' the  undermentioned  officers  to  negotiate  the  same  in  their 
names:  viz.  on  the  part  of  the  General-in-Chief  of  the  British  army,  Juiea- 
lenant-Colonel  Murray,  Qoartw-Mttster-General ;  and',  on  the  part  of  tfco- 
French  army,  Monsieur  Keliermann,  GenernVof  Divisioi^,  to  irhom  Ibey 
have  giren  authority  to  negotiate  nnd'  concltidb  a  ConTention  to  that  e^Kt, 
subjest  to  their  ratification  respectfrelj,  mmJ'  to.  that  of  the- A^JtiHral' eont- 
manding  the  British  fleet  at  the  entrance  of  the  Tagus.  These  twOofitetB^ 
after  exchanging  their  fuH  powers,  hare  agreed  npon  thr  Artlch^  which 
follow  :— 

Article  l:  All  the  plnces  and  ((nts  in  the  kingdten  of  Porti^^,  occQ> 
pled  by  the  French  troops,  shaB  be  deiiTered  up  to  the  British  army,  in 
tbe  state  in  which  they  are  at  the  period' of  the  tbe  signature  of  dre  pteseot 
Convention. 

Art.  2.  The  French  troops  shall  evacuate  Portugal,  with  their  anna- 
and  bflggage :  they  shall  not  be  considered  as  prisoners  of  war  ;  and^  on' 
their  arrival  in  France,  they  shall  be  at  liberty  to  serve. 

Art.  9.  The  English  Government  shall  furnish  the  meem  o(  conrey* 
ance  for  the  French  army,  which  shall'  be  dfsembaifced;  in  any  of  the  portS' 
ol  France}  between  Rochefbrt  aad  I'Orient  indtotvdy. 
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nlibre,  witit  the  h^nen  belonging  Ut  i|,  naA  thg  (uptferila  wppU«d  wi(fc 
•izly  rounds  per  gun.  All  other  artillery,  aria>,  iqd  nniQinitioai  m  lUq 
the  niHilary  and  oanl  arsenal,  ahall  be  given  Mp  to  tbe  Briti^il)  anqj  and 
aary,  is  ibe  atate  ia  wliiob  Ihty  may  be  at  t^q  pfiiaA  qf  the  nttification  qf^ 
tile  Conventien. 

AftT.  3.  The  Flench  «mi7.*b&Il  oMxy  trilh  jtaUitq«9fti[)mMriatiin4  aU 
that  ia  comprehended  u>ider  th«  bo^b  of  pf^i^rty  of  th^  arjny  ;  that  u  t* 
mtf*  i(a.  laililAfy  chosl,  aivl  tlt«  carriages  attaohed  to  (he  Field-CpipwiKa- 
lUt  iund  Ftcld-UoBpiidl ;  ot  BhaU  he  allowed  to  <IiipQ«e  of  mch  part  itf  tb* 
auftC  OQ  its  aocoHnt,  as  Ihe  Camiqandcr- in-Chief  may  ^dge  ijt  ii)ui4Q«wiV 
to  embark.  In  like  manna,  all  inilividuali  of  the  arany  shall  be  tA  liberty: 
t«  dis|)«w  «f  all  ibeir  prirat*  pn^ierty,  qf  « yeiy  ^^nptipPi  with  A4i  ^ 
cnrity  heraiAM  6h  tbe  puwhwers. 

A»T,  i5.  Tlw  mvaliy  ajo  to  etobark  their  bpr*«9i  W  siw  tbp  (jiwci^b 
and  oth«r  OAwr»  «f  all  mnka :  it.  c,  hpverer,  fuUy  oq^ffTitofKl,  4M  tits 
VMiii  of  OQQVj^fAflpe  for  boTiea,  «|t  the  duy^ofiaf  of  tkp  Bciiuh  Qfwnoijipflmii 
tDrChief,  w  very  Mnitefi,  Sqi^^  adtfitioiud  cQ^vfyan^^  owy  b?  pieeured 
in  the  port  of  Lisbon. 

.  TIh  omabei  of  booas  4d  be  einhaiked  by  the  troop  sttatl  npt  4«Qe«i}  six 
IntD^Ffd,  »Bd  (be  nuoitKr  finl»rked  by  the  ainff  shall  pot  eivecd  two  bvq* 
dMd>  At  all  nmrts,  pTcry  $uilily  wilt  b?fiy4Ttat|e]Frqncbari]iy  lodiih 
i!9se,  of  the  horses  belonging  to  it  which  cannot  be  embaikoj. 

Art.  7.  In  order  to  facilitate  the  embarb4tt(V>»  it  sMl  take  place  ia 
(frree  diTinms,  the  last  of  which  will  be  principally  composed  »f  the  f/^ 
risoDS  of  the  places,  of  tbe  cavalry,  (be  artillery,  the  tick,  and  the  equifi* 
taent  of  the  army.  The  first  division  shall  embark  within  aevea  days  fr^sa 
tbe  date  of  the  ratification,  or  sooner,  if  po$siblo. 

Ar-t.  8.  The  gaiiiBOD  qf  Glras  and  its  fntu,  and  of  Ppnicbi  aqd  Pal- 
f^,  will  be  cnbaiked  aX  Lisbon;  that  of  Almeida,  at  Oporto,  o[  tb* 
utvctBt  harbour.  They  wiU  be  aoconpanied  on  theit  iqiurch  by  tbo  Wr 
^  CommisaarifS}  changed  with  providing  f(K  th^r  »ubHa(enoe  and  ^comdo 
W>dation. 

Am.  9.  All  tbe  %i4k  and  wounded,  wb«  oaaaot  be  emhaihcd.wilh  ike 
ifooph  are  cBlruated  (o  the  fitili^  army ;  tb«y  are  to  be  taken  eare  c^ 
whilst  they  remain  in  this  country,  at  the  expeflLCe  of  the  British  fiorenM 
stent,  noAex  the  condition  of  the  eai^e  beii^  reimbnned  by  Jraoce,  wkai 
the  final  evacuation  is  effected.    The  English  GtOvemnKot  will  provide  for 

AFPEH.  « 
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tbeir  TCtiini  to  Franoe,  which  sball  fake  place  by  detachnittts  of  abont  1^ 
er  906  men  at  a  time.  A  sufficient  number  of  Frendi' medical  officers  shall 
be  left' behind  to  atteii^  them. 

'  Art.  10.  As  soon  as  the  tcsgcIs  employed  to  caxty  Ute  army  to  France 
'shall  hare  disembarked  it  in  the  haibours  specified,  or  in  any  other  of  the 
potts  of  France,  to  which  stress  of  weather  may  force  ihem,  every  facility 
shail  be  given  Ihem  to  return  to  England,  without  delay;  and  secetily 
against  capture,  until  tbeir  axt'm\  in  a  friendly  port. 

Am.  II.  The  French  army  shall  be  concentrated  in  Lisbon, and  witliiw 
*  distance  of  about  two  leagues  from  it.  The  English  army  wiU  approachf 
within  three  leagues  of  the  capital,  and  will  be  so  placed  as  to  leave  about 
one  league  between  the  two  armies. 

'  Art.  is-.  The-forts  ofSt.  Julian',  the  Bogio,  and  Cascaes,  aball  be  oe- 
copied  by  the  British  troops,  on  the  ratification  of  the  Conveation.  \ 

Lidxm  aod  its  citadel,  together  with  the  forts  and  batteries,  as  fiir  as  the 
Lonretto,  or  Trafaria,  on  one  side)  and  fort  St.  Joseph  on  the  other,  inclu- 
sively, shall  be  given  up  on  the  embai^tion  of  the  second  division,  as  shall' 
also  the  harbour,  add  oil  the  armed  vessels  in  it  of  every  description,  wHli 
their  rigging,  sails,  stores,  and  ammunition. 

The  fortresses  ofElvas,  Almeida,  Ffcnicb^,  and  Pomeb,  shall  be  giv^n  tip, 
as  soon  as  the  British  troops  can  arrive  to  occupy  them ;  in  the  mean  time 
the  General  in  Chief  of  the  Britbh  army  will  give  notice  of  the  present  Con- 
vention to  the  garrisons  of  those  places,  as  also  to  tba  troops  before  them,  fa 
drdel-  (o  put  a  stop  to  'aH  fiirtbcr  hostilities. 

AiiT.  13.  Commissaries  shall.be  namcdon  both  sidfts  to-regufete  anA 
accelerate  the  execution  of'the  arrangements  agreed  upon. 

Art.  14.  Should  there  nrtse  any  doubt- as  (e  the  meaniog  of  Any  article^ 
it  shall  be  explained  favorably  to  the  French  army.  .  •     '' 

-  A-RT.  Ift.  From  the  date  of  the  rati(icati<m  of  the  present  Convention,  all 
arrears  of  contributions,  requisilionsj-or  clahns  whatever,  of  the  French 
Government,  againstlhe  subjects  of  Portagsl,  or  any  other-individuals  re- 
aiding  in  this  country,  founded  on  the  occupation  of  Portugal  by  the 
French  troops,  in  the  month  of  December,  IS07,  which  may  not  have  been 
paid  up,  are  eanaelled ;  and  ail  sequestrations  lat^upon  their  ■  pn^rly, 
■oveable  or  immoveabtc,  are  romoved,  and  the  free  disposal  of  the  same  is 
Mttoted  to  the  proper -owners. 

Art^Q.    AU  subjects  of  Franoe,  or  of  poweta  in  friendship  or  allianfce 
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iAih  Trahw,  domfciliatctl  id  Purtu^ljor  do6illciiteU>r'ln  tHb  ooutr/, shsill 

Their  property  of  every  kind,  moveable  and  immoveable,  shall  bttegpect- 

adiiaikd.^thby  shaltbc  at  libefity  eil&ar  to  .dccoitipbny  Jbe  FVcncfa  army, or 

toJQiaaiii  \n  PorluguJi  in  eithelr  case,  their  property  k  gHaraatced  to  ibaia, 

with  the  liberty  of  retaining,  or  of  disposing  of  it,  and  paswig  thd  Wis 

thereof  into  France,  or  any  other  coantry,  where  (hey  may  fix  their  nn- 

dciie^i  thei{Aco.of  one  year  beiiig  alldwdStbem'fidr  thaCpnrpeie. 

It  is  fully  understood,  Jhat«hi'ppidg  is  excepted  liom  thia.  arrangeraent; 

S  the  port ;  and  tliat  aonc  of  tke 

\e  the  pretest  of  any  commetotal 

II  be  rendered  accountable  for  his 
politick  conducl-iEuring  the  period  of  the  oecn^lioo  ofthis  oountiy  by  ihe 
French  army ;  and  all  those  who  have  oostioned  in  the  exercise  of  their 
empIoymentB,'  or  who  have  accepted  siUiRtiiMs  oiidA  die  FnnKb'G«v«n- 
nent,  are  placed  under  th«  prot«otioo  of  the  Britlah  CemnDlMd^n  ;  Hay 
khalt  sustain  no  injury  in'their  peisonB  or  property,  it  not  htfrtBg' been aA 
^«ir'optioii  to  be  obedient  oi-  itot  t6  the  FtaAcb  Gvvfcmuht.        . . 

They  awaUo  at  liberty  toaMil  themtelvei  of  the  8tipiritftioiI»oCtfeevJ6th, 
article. 

Art.  18.  The  Spanish  troops  detained  on  boatd  of  ship,  in  the  poitof 
Lisbon,  shall  be  given  up  to  the  General  in  Chief  Of  the  Aritkb  -army,  wh» 
eagnges  to  irf)tain  of  the  ^Kiniardsj  to  restore  such  Ftench  sflbjeots,  flithec 
Military  or  civil,  88  may  have  been  detuned -in  Spaio,  wilbontiKt^'takfft 
kr  battle,  or  in  consequence  of  military  operations,  but  on  occasion  of  Ufa 
occurrences  of  the  39(h  of  last  May,  and  the  days  immediately  foltowing. 

Art.  19.  There  shall  be  an  immediate  esofaange  estaUUbed -fOr  all  rank* 
of  prisonflrs  made  in  Portugal  lince  the  commoicenient  of  the  present  btX'. 
tilities. 

-  Aht.  so.  Hostages  of  the  rank  of  fi^  officers  shall  be  'mutosHy  fiir- 
iriihed  on  the  part  of  the  British  army  and  »iry,and  or  that  of  tbe  French, 
army,  for  the  reciprocal  guarantee  of  the  present  Conventioo.  The  officex 
of  the  British  army  shall  be  restored  on  the  completion  of  thesC  articles 
which  concern  the'army ;  and  the  officer  of  the  navy  on  the  diseriibarkation 
of  the -French  troopa  in  their  .own- country.  The  like  is  to.take  place  on  the 
part  of  the  French  army. 

jLbt.  21.    It  shall  be  allowed  to  tbi;  General  ia  Chief  of  the  Frrach  army 
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Tessel  win  befuniished^7  the  British  Admiral,  fo  canj  him  tofi 
« Iloch«4^Tt. 

'  Aftf;  S^.  Th«  BtitiA  Admiral  wtti  ba  inritod  to  acaommodate  kb  Bt» 
cidleBcy  the  OMUfiMtndier  in  Chief  and  the  otfaer  priacipal  (Actn,  oa  boird 
bfritipd  of  war. 

Done  and  conotadcd  at  Daboii^  tins  Tfairtietk  daj  tiAngtstf  Om 
ThoDtaNd  £igktMatidradaad  Ei^t. 

/Sirnedl        JGEORGE  MURRAY,  Q.  M.  G. 
*  *  <Le  Gen-  Dir.  KELLERMAN. 

AddlUtmd  Jlrtiaes  to  ffte  G)nvenU(m  ctfihi'  30th  AugWt,  1808. 

Aftt.'l.  THE  ihdividoaii in  tbe  civil  oaplojrnentB  ofUuaraj,  made 
]iriBdneraf  cMier  by'tbe  British  tr*o|n  or  bj  the  I^>rtagaese»  in  anj  put  «£ 
TMiigAl,  «in4ie  MMlcd,  M  b  etiMoibarf ,  wiUtodt  cK^nuj^. 

Abt.  9.  Th«  Fieth  >nby  akall  be  snbsliled  &am  ite  owa  ia^;awiei  ii|i 
tolberiay  ofembaidtaUoD,  tlie  ironiMB*  up  totfceday  of  ti>e«Taaa&tian<^ 
the  fortresses. 

The  KUafaidarof  the  OMgasbes  shall  be  dslirered  «rer  ia  the  aftial  (Oeat 
to  the  BiiMab  GoTenwftent,  which  cha^;es  itself  with  the  rabstsleiitoe  of  iha 
aenondborMtof  the  arfflyt  ftoia  the  Bbare-nniitioned  peiiodta,  an  lil  their 
itrivlil  ih  liVmotr  aniler  the  condkions  of  Ihair  beia^  teinbidwd  by  Ika- 
PWntA  GovenHncnt  for  the  cKcm  vf  the  expeare,  beyond  the  esthnatlwi  tor 
be  madie  by  both  parties  ef  tbe  value  «f  the  ml^lincb  delirtred.  The  pr«> 
f  iiAotia  Oft  board  the  sbipa  of  war,  in  posaessioa  of  the  Fremh  army,  will  be 
tAtn  on  a«eoa«t  by  the  B»itbh  Goveenmani,  in  Hfcs  tialufer  with  the  n«- 
gactnes  of  the  fortresses. 

*  AaTk  9.  The  Gtaeiar  commahdiag  tb^  Brttish  troops,  wfll  take  the  ne- 
desMTy  measures  Art  re*««lBblislnng  the  AeetiroolattonofAe  means  of  sub*: 
ristenoe  between  the  oonntry  and  the  capkaL 

Done  and  oonoUctH  As.  *c.  &«»  and  figaed  as  before. 

/ATRDECopr.)  fiDWARD  FANBHAWfi, 

Captain,  and  A.  D.  C.  in  (be 

the  Military  Secretary. 
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All  QuartieT'Gfpfral  de  tArmie  JnglaUe^ 
WndeAntt,  tB08. 

Suspetwton  fArmes  arritSe  mire  Motui49r  U  Chtw^^r  Arthmr 
WeOaies,  iMatenant-Ghteta,  tt  ChemlUr  de  I'Oi'drt^u  Batn, 
£wne  part,  et  Monsieur  le  Gineral  de  Division,  KeUemtan,  Grand' 
Officier  de  ta  Legion  d'Hann&ur,  Commandeur  de  I'Oi'dre  de  la 
Couronne  de  Fh;  Grand  Croix  de  VOrdre  du  Lion  de  Baxiere,  de 
Vaiitrepart,  tous  deux  charges  des  pouvoirg  det  Generaux  respec- 
t\fs  des  Armees  Franftti»es  et  Anglaises. 

Art.  1.  II 7  Bnra  &  dater  de  ce  joar  one  smpensum  d'armcs  entre  ia 
armlet  de  ea  Majesty  Britanniqne  et  de  sa  MajesU  Imperiale  et  Rotate  Na- 
poleon I.,  k  YiSet  de  fraUet  d'one  Conventron  da  Portugal  par  Tann^ 
Fianftise. 

Abt.  9.  Les  G£n€nuix  en  Chefdfcs  deax'  aMrftoj  et  Moimieur  te  Com- 
numdimt  en  Chef  de  la  Hotte  Britaniiique  &  Vka^te  da  Tage,  prendront 
joar  pour  m  Fiuair  daoi  let  potnt  de  la  cOM  qii'ib  jflgOfOMt  eanvenaU*- 
pour  (raitet  et  coadure  hk  dtte  ConTention. 

Akt.  S.  La  riridre  de  Sirandre  fbrmera  la  lij^  de  dinarcatiao  ^tablie  entre 
lesdCDxarm^,  Torres  Yedrai  nesera  oecup^  at  parl'doe  ni  par  I'autre. 

Art.  4.  Monsieur  le  GAndml  ea  Ch^  de  I'arm^  Ai^lalie  s'cdiligera  i-. 
comprendre  les  PortngaiBea  arm6es  daas  cette  suspension  d'armes,  et  pour 
«uz  la  Vtgoe  de  deniarcatioD  wTA  i^fablie  d«  Lena  A  Thomar. 

Art.  5.  II  estcpn?enu  {woviscmnellement  qnel'arm.6eFran;^isenepoarra 
daiaaucan  oas'flre  considit^  comme  prisonni^re  de  gAerfet'qtic 'fotts  leS 
indiTidiu  qui  la  ooapbsentsenmt  transport^  en  Prance  avec  armes  et  bag- 
gages,  levK  propri^t^  porticuUdres  qaelcooques,  donl  it  ne  poarra  lear  fitre 
rien  distrait.  ■* 

Aat,  6.  Toat  partinUarv  aak  PvHafais,  sm*  d'BB«.iutio«  alli^e  &  la 
Fff^Bce,  sok  Fra«;ais,  oe  pUirra  ft'mathetafa^  p«lir  ib  oMdaHa  poUlkiite, 
il  sen  prot^^  sep  pinpitft^  reepeol^e,  et-Hama  kiUberi^  de  se  retnrcrd* 
PDitagaldaiu~ttat«nne#x6  awe  feqa'H  ki  rtppartiaw*. 

A«T.  7.    La-awtraliti  du  pwt  de  I«Mb«anfe  sfera  Mtbnrine  pear  h  flblie 

Kusic^c'M  A  diM,  qnelonquc  l*arm^  oula  flette  Attf^eAmmnaH^n  pmics-- 

>Bion4*ti|viUcc|,di»fart^U  dtte  ftott£  RBi*t«e  pOHn*  «A«  aiJn^^Mai 
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peDdaat  son  a^joar,  ni  aiffil^  qnand  elle  voudra  sortirf  ni  ponrstiirie 
loreqD'elle  sora  sortie,  qu'apr^  les  flelaU  fixes  par  Ics  lois  marilinwi.     i    ;f~ 
Aht.  8.     Touto  I'artillerie  riu  cali^ne  Fran^ais,  ainsi  que  les  cheranx  de 
b  cavalerie,  seront  Iransport^^  en  France. 

Art.  9.    Cette  Busiiensloo  d'arnies  De  poana  Ctre  lompae  qu'oii  ne  se 
nit  prerenu  qnarant-biuitheuresd'avancc. 
.  Fait  et  and(£  enlieles  Gia^mux  dmnguta  ci<delnu  ik  moi&ct  an  aaa^ 

(Signed)  S'^^THUR  WELLESLEY. 

<Le  Gen.  de  Diy.  KELLERMAN. 


Artkie  Additiormet. 

I<es  garnisona  des  places  occupies  par  Tarings  FiaD9aise  senmt  compruea 
dans  la  presente  Convention,  si  elles  n'ont  point  capilul^  avant  le  35  du 
courant. 

<Sined)  $  ARTHUR  WELLESLEY. 

^^^*^*^  ?LeGen.  deDiF.  KELLERMAN.    . 

(A  TKDB  oovr)  (Signed)       A.  I.  DALRVMPLE,  Gapt. 

Military  Secretar  J 


No.   XVIII, 
fWith  one  EoolMQieO 

C«f!fqfa  tetter  from  Lord  Viscount  Catllereagh  to  Mqjor-Oe- 
neral  Lord  William  Bentinck. 

London,  30th  iSmlember,  1808. 
HY  LORD, 

AS  the  dispBtchei  receired  from  Sir  TTew  Dalrjrrople  leave  no 
room  to  doobt  that  (his  letter  wilt  find  you  at  Madrid,  I  deem  it  advisable 
that  you  should  be  apprined  of  the  arranf^ements  tbatare  in  progress  fbr  af- 
fording military  suocoars  to  the  Spanish  nation.  Mr.  Frere,  vbo  proceeds 
as  Minister  to  the  CJeotral  Gorernment  in  a  few  days,  will  be  directed  to 
make  a  formal  commonicalion  on  this  subject ;  but  you  will  in  the  mean 
time  make  such  use  of  the  information  I  send  yoa  as  yoa  may  think  fit,  to 
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'  nake  (he  Spa^ar^  hd  how  esgerly  lu>  Hsjoty  desirea  to  omtritittl*  to  • 
'  their  delirenoce. 

'Rw  amount  of  the  force  -which  it  is  proposed  to  employ  in  Spain  will  fA ' 
Tery  little  short  of  40,0  '0  men ;  it  is  to  consist  of  90,090  infintry,  rank  and 
file,  5000  caTalrf,  and  (he  necessary  proporlion  of  fbot  and  horse-arfil1ei7, . 
waggon  train,  &c.  the  whole  to  be  assembled  under  the  orders  of  Sir  John 
Moore,  oa  the  borders  of  Gallicta  and  Leon,  from  whence  (he;  may  operate 
io  the  open  country  as.  soon  as  the  necessary  proportion  of -horses  and  mules 
can  beprocDred'to  render  them  moTcable;  leaving  it  to  the  Spanish  armies, 
not  having  a  due  proportion  of'  cavalry,  to  act  on  their  flanks  in  the  moun> 
tains.    Sir  David  Baird,  with  12,000  men,  is  ord^ed  unmedJately  to  sail  ■ 
for  Corunna.    Sir  John  Moore  is  to  move  the  remainder  of  the  force  re- 
quired to  complete  the  30,000  infantry  from  Pdrta^al,  either  by  land  or  sea, . 
as  Ire  may  find  nrost  coiivement,  sending  the  two  regiments  of  cavalry  under 
Brigadier-Genernt  Stewart  through  (he  interior;   the  rest  of  the  cavalry 
will  be  sent  from  hence  as  speedily  as  circamstances  will  permit.    It  would  . 
bore  been  more  salisfafory,  had  our  army  been  equipped  for  service,  to  - 
have  disembarked  it  at  St.  Andcro,  or  some  other  point  nearer  the  enemy ; . 
but  as  it  is  of  equal  importance  to  the  Spaniards,  as  it  is  to  us,  that  the 
army  should  not  be  partially  committed  or  brought  into  contact  with  the 
enemy,  till  the  mears  of  moving  and  following  up  on  advantage  are  se^ 
cored ;  and  as  the  navigation  on  the  coast  of  the  Asturios  becomes  ex- 
tremely precarious  towards  llie  cl69e  of  the  year,  it  was  the  decided  opinion 
of  all  military  men,  and  of  none  more  than  the  Marquis  de  la  Romana, 
whose  sentiments  on  this  sui>ject  arc  staled  in  the  accompanying  memoran- 
dum, and  will  becxprcs)>ed  onl^fis  arrival  In  Spain-,  as  fully  approving  of  the 
decision  that  has  been  taken,,  to  make  Corunna  our  principal  depAt,  and  (o 
operate  from  Ihenco.    To  render  the  northern  provinces  the  more  secure 
whjlstour  army  is' assembling,  and  to  co-operafenith  the  other  Spanish 
armies  in  circumsciibing  the  enemy V- positions  on  the  Ebro,  tbeMarquis 
has  determined  to  proceed  with  hts  own  corpi,  amounting  nearly  to  10,000  ■ 
men,  to  St.  Aadero ;  and  be  propa& 
ration  of  (he  armed  peasantry  of  tl 
ment  their  numbcrti  to  at  least  '.^0,OC 
and  Blake's,,wiU  carry  the  force  in 
elusive  of  the  armies  operating  toi 
line.    1  am  not  enabled  lo  send  you  ; 
horses  and  aules  we  shall  want-;  tht 
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be  piovided  fropn  Imucb  ;  the  »l9re«  and  baggage  of  tb«  «nnj|  the  connoikia* 
rtat,  &c.  must  be  equipped  in  Spain.  I  have  sent  a  coaufiissar;  into  the 
nor(1f«rn  proTincMi  to  coHect  what  can  b«  had.  Sii  David.  Gaitd  ia  <It* 
Kcted,  on  lii«  arriral.at  Conunu,  to  equip  bis  corpv*  if  possible,  froqi  titc 
Msourccs  of  Gallicia  and  the  norlh  of  Portugwl.  6ir  Jolin  Mooie,  when  be 
lias  arranged  the  niOTement  of  bia  armj  from  Por(ugal,  will  probablj'  supef. 
inteod  Ihe  equlimiclit  on  the  spot.  1  have  onl^,  in  the  loean  time,  to  re- 
quest you  will  oommuoicate  with  those  io  authority  oa  the  best  meam  of 
rendering  this  important  force  aervioeable  as  early  as  possible,  and  that  yofi 
■ff  ill  cause  orders  to  be  sent  into  the  provinces  of  Gallicia,  Slc.  to  fiicilitafe 
ihe  equipment  of  the  army,  and  insure  tbem  a  good  reception.  The  Marr 
quia  of  Romnna  has  written  to  make  his  GoTcrnment  pertcclly  underelond 
tlio  principks  upon  which  oar  decisiflu  bns  been  taken,  and  to  cxi>laiii  to 
Ibcm  wby  they  must  not  expect  the  British  troops  to  take  the  field  w  de- 
tached corps. 

I  have,  &c> 
(Signed)  CASTLEREAGH. 

P.  S.  Your  Lordship  will  probably  see  Mr.  Staari  at  Madrid,  who  wai 
cent  from  the  foreign  department  as  a  diplomatic  agent  to  Coiunna.  Un- 
der the  information  received  by  him  that  a  Central  Government  was  form- 
iig  at  Madrid,  be  thought  it  cxpedieRt  to  proceed  thither,  although  not 
furnished  with  regular  instructiooi  to  that  purpose.  He  may  have  fonne^ 
such  arrangements  with  the  Central  Government  as  it  may  be  material  you 
^KMikl  be  appriacd  of;  and  it  will  be  equally  necessary  that  he  should  be 
possessed  of  the  objects  of  your  mission,  and  of  my  instructions  to  you,  so 
that  he  may  be  the  belta  enabled  to  further  your  views,  and  that  counteir 
action  may  be  avoided. 

I  have  the  bonont  to  be,  Sec.  Ac  &c. 

<Signed)  CASTLEREAGH. 

r«  Mt^-Gateral  Xjord  Ifilltam  Bentinck. 

EmdoBurelH  Letter  to  Lord  WtUiam  Btniinck  qf  the  30th  Stptem' 
ber,  160S. 

La  Gatioe  et  lea  Agturies,  provinces  au  nord  de  I'Espagne. 
BCHt  s£par£es  des  aotres  qui  leur  sont  contigues  par  des  ohatnes  de  moiitagnc 
d'4uw  teUe  natuic,  ^u'cUea  let  Mndent  presqu*  inaberdables.    L'entrie  ds 
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la  premiAre  est  d^fendue  par  deux  rangi  de  cordiUieres  iloign^es  Tune  de 
Tautre  d'enriron  7  lieues,  par  un  petit  pays,  nomni^  El  Bicrzo,  sifu^  sur  lea 
corifini  de  la  Vieille  Castille.  La  premiAre  de  ces  cordiUieres  s'appelle  le 
Fonf^evadon,  et  termine  4  peu  de  distance  d'Astorga,  premlArc  vilie  de 
Castitle.  La  seconde  aboutit  k  Villa  Franca  del  Bicrzo,  et  entre  ces 
deux  cordiUieres  le  pas  est  assez  plat ;  mais  ces  plaines  sotit  tcllement  resser- 
r&s  qu*unc  arm^e  se  trouvcrait  Traiement  enfermie,  ii'ayaDt  issue  que  la 
grancic  route  qui  mine  de  CastiUe  en  Galice,et  qui  est  tellement  retr^cie  par 
lea  montagnos  de  droife  et  de  gnache  qu^un  corps  de  tnille  hommes 
poarrait  arHltcr  nne  arm^e  de  viugt  miUe.  D'apr^  ce  donues,  Tavance  que 
rariD^e  auxillaire  Anglaiee  devail  op^rer  dans  Ics  plaines  de  Castille,  est 
maitre  de  scs  raouTeraens  sans  risque  d'Slre  couple,  a^ant  la  retraile  as- 
sure sur  la  grande  route  qui  traTerse  de  CastiUe  en  Galice  au  port  de  la 
Coninna.  Cetle  circonstance,  la  facility  d'entrer  dans  ce  port  avec  toules 
sortes  de  voits,  et  dans  toules  lea  saisons,  sa  proximity  aux  cdtes  de  TAngle- 
terre,  engagent  irap^rieasement  4  donser  la  pr^f^rence  k  cc  point  sur  tout 
autre  pour  en  faire  TentrepOt  general  de  I'arni^e  Anglaise  anxiliaire.  Quant 
aux  Aatniies  les  Gunensis  ne  peurent  pas  s'eugager  dans  les  defiles  de  cette 
province  sans  s'cxposer  i.  £lre  d^lruits,  ne  fusse  que  par  les  paysans  armies. 
Dans  tout  cas,  Tarm^  Anglaise  flanqude  par  deux  armies  Espagnolea,  dont 
I'nne  agira  dahs  la  BisCaye  et  dans  le  nord  de  la  VieiUe  CasLille,  et  L'autre 
aura  sa  position  dans  la  Rioja,  Tarni^e  Anglaise  dis-je,  pourra  se  d^ployer 
et  faire  ses  monremens  gui  son  front  sans  le  moindie  risque  d'£tre  enre- 
lopp^e. 

11  y  a.  eocore  une  teliaile  pour  Tarm^e  Anglaise  sur  Santandre  depuia 
Borgoa,  doat  il  n'est  iUngaie  que  de  SO  lieues,  aupposaot  que  le  QuaTtio'i 
G^niral  tut  6tabli  dans  cette  derni&ie  rille,  la  route  qui  m£ae  de  Burgos  & 
Santandre  ofirant  dei  positioiu  difeosires. 

D'aprds  cette  exposition  on  pent  £tablir  une  cbaloe  de  magasins  le  long 
de  la  grande  route  de  Burgot  i  Coranna,  fixant  les  principaux  d^pdts  et  les 
hftpitaux  k  Leon  et  Aatorga.  De  Burgos  k  Leon  11  y  a  50  lieues  ;  7  de 
heaa  k  Astorga,  et  M  de  cette  deraidre  place  k  Comnoa. 
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No.  XIX. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  IVUIiam  Bentinck  to  Lord  Viscount 
Casttereagb,  dated  Madrid,  '26(ft  Septeiriber,  1808. 

Madrid,  26lh  Septea^ier,  1808. 

rV  obedience  to  the  ortlws  of  Sir  Hew  Datrymple,  which 
diiist  have  been  already  known  to  you,  I  tUTived  bete  the  day  before  yes* 
terday.  Finding  that  the  Central  Assembly  ina  formed  at  Aranja^,  I  irlio 
mediately  proceeded  to  Ibat  place,  and  teturned  Inst  night.  I  Io6t  no  tirtie 
hi  waiting  upon  the  President,  Count  Florida  Ulancri,  to  whom  1  litated  the 
objects  of  tny  mission.  To  the  first  question  which  I  hbd  to  iak,  yit. 
Whether  the  Spanish  Government  did  or  dfd  not  wish  to  have  the  fltelstance 
6f  a  Brllbh  force,  the  Count  at  once,  itnd  in  the  strongest  terihS,  expressed 
the  gt^at  BstisAtctioh  With  which  suck  tl^stante  wo&ld  be  received.  Q&- 
mnl  Castaiios,  to  whom  I  bad  b<*n  iHlrti^iately  addrcssid  by  81r  Hew 
DUryitiple^  Mated  etdctly  tbe  fiame  opinltih  ;  and  adtled,  that  besides  the 
ihlfifery  itdtAnlrtgeis,  the  pre^ncc  df  a  lut-g^  BtkrAi  &vci  wotild  itii^m 
tlHfdh  iU  their  own  counciliB  atid  bpefatfUnrit  They  seeffl^  bntb  suFpriseA 
at  the  existence  of  a  doubt  in  regard  1o  the  willingness  of  the  SpaMfurd* 
d}tbh  this  pmnt.  A^  fat  as  the  short  Unie  1  M^  htbn  ift  SpSln  bfis  ftlbwcd 
floe  t6  jodge,  I  sftOtald  sfty,  that  the  ma^^h  ttf  i  ^itbh  f^iAy  Ut&S^ia 
#ofita  ^Ive  general^hitiflcAtioh. 

In  respect  to  the  plan  of  co-opcrti(14tt  lb  b6  ptbpdBaS  by  ibe  SpAtltU^f 
M!<db  fdWn^  (he  tei^Oild  qi^stion,  (^liitt  Florida  Bl^rtCa  said,  (htlt  he 
fiWotlM  f/tdpiy^  it  a  itiefcftA^  ilf  like  Cdiriteit,  t»  tthfeb  he  Wtts  then  ^^g, 
^tiairum  CistAbdk  «h(iUM  he  difectted  to  oMiratMicAle '«Hk  tii«  apMf 
and  to  concert  such  Mtkn^^koaAs  a»  n^ht  to  tivMAAlfy  iMRHftftfyv  G» 
neral  Castanos  will  be  in  Madrid  this  evening.  I  was  extremely  pleased  to 
find  that  the  opinion  of  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  that  the  whole  Britisb  force 
should  be  concentrated,  bad  been  also  that  of  General  Castanos,  whose  ap* 
pointment  to  the  chief  command,  as  I  am  informed,  is  certain.  I  look  the 
liberty  of  expressing  to  Count  Florida  Blanca  my  opinioi)  of  the  urgent  ne- 
«eHity  of  the  uominatioD  «f  a  head  to  the  army,  as  well  as  to  the  stated 
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The  Connt  awarad  me  that  huappantawnl  wpuM  iinmediatelytete^pl^ct;. 
I  hope,  la  tbe  coune  of  three  of  foui  d^i/f ,  to  .be  ewal^lod  Iq  jeport  fiiU;  aq^ 
Mtis&ctorily  npoD  the  difieiBot  •ubjeoto  .coatain^  jia  mr  iiuilructiotis. 

(Signed)  W.  BBMTIMGK. 

The  Fttcount  CattteTfagh,  *c.  frc.  *c. 

No,  XX. 

Ctopy  0/  a  Letter  from  Lord  William  Bentinck  to  Lord  Viscount 
Casttereagh. 

[Six  Enclosures.] 

Madrid,  October  2,  1608. 
MY-  LORD, 

I  HAV£  the  honour  to  send  herein  enclosed  copies  of  mj 
diqmtcbet  to  Sit  Hew  IkilryBiple. 

I  have  the  hcBonr  to  be» 

MyLoid, 

Yoot  LordiUp's  moat  obedient  SenuK, 

W.  BENTINCK, 

M^'Getuni. 
Jite  FUamnt  Coitlertagk. 

Madrid,  Octohtr  2f{,  iqog. 
THE  SpMudi  Gorcntinant  huve  opqw  4o  the  jtcuige  xw4ti- 
tkn  of  naking  the  .oownands  tepante  and  ia4npnaik9i  of  each  o^ber ;  yon 
■m\\\  obacFve,  by  a  ccntpa^iBon  t^the  stieagth  of  those  duruaoos  with  that  of 
the  Fiench  ermy,  that  mtAk  v  jery  inferi^  in  e&ctive  force  to  jthe  Fnendi 
anoy  concentrated  before  them,  and  that  in  consequence  the  power  of  im> 
me^tcl^  jinUiflg  wtd  oppbiniBg  lb«pe  dj0caeat  .boditt,  aooacdiDf  to  the 
moTemenla  of  the  French*  to  be  lodgiA  ia  some  eoe  person,  bflootaos  india- 
pdflMlble:fftr>thfl  ^lnti#ii«f  the  i»hote.  I  feU  the  daagar  of  the  aiTange> 
ment  so  fbreiUy,  of  ifbiah  Gencnl  Goslanos  Iiiansclf  vas  eqnaUy  eon- 
niiwadj.fbat  I  oQBiidMiedjtito  be  adaty  impOMd  upoB Aeil^yooriutmo^ 
tioas,  to  Mficesmt  4be  dmiger,  And  ^Urend  to  iConntflerida  Blaoca.ft 
paper,  of«bioIi/tJK.eitdqBedisa.GCvy-  I^^<tlutihe.4aDtLm»tfrthaMew 
exprtncdiwOl  BiMt  yow.  a^iprotiHtipn.  ^e  ovM^poiatiamiMi  tGmaad 
Oastaoflf  Ct«iaiMtfeiiiuGbkf'i4tbQifaweHnt>MHHliBaiCr»  "^  bappMsJ* 
h2 
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lie  vitbont  a  compelitor,  and  enjoys,  in  a  very  marked  degree,  the  respect 
botk  of  the  Supieine  Coimcil,  and  of  the  poblic ;  it  is  also  much  to  be  de- 
sired, inasmuch  as  his  varictas  good  and  great  qualities  would  insure  to  the 
combined  operatioas  the  utmost^  hannony .  He  will  go  to  the  army  ia 
about  a  week;  I  propose  to  attend  him,  in  order  that  I  may  be  ready  to 
execute  such  other  instructions  respecting  the  co-operation  of  the  troops  as 
you  may  be  pleased  to  send  me. 

(Signed)  W.  BENTINCK, 

Majoi-General. 

Mr.  Stuart  will  inform  you  of  such  political  information  as  may  be  tote-  - 
resting.    Colonel  Whitdngham  thinks  it  unnecessary  to  trouble  you  with 
a  repetition  of  what  will  be  herein  contained. 

Aranjuet,  SepUmbtr  SOtk,  1808. 
IN  the  conrersa(ion  which  I  haye  hod  with  General  Castanoi 
this  morning,  for  the  arrangement  of  a  plan  of  co-operation  between  the 
Spanish  and  English  armies,  I  was  led  by  the  anxiety  which  Sir  Hew  Dal- 
rymple  expressed  to  me  upon  the  particular  subject,  to  ask  General  Cas- 
tanoB  the  determination  of  the  Junta  respecting  the  chief  command  of  their 
armies.  He  informed  me,  that  the  army  was  not  placed  under  one  bead, 
but  divided  into  separate  and  independent  commands. 

The  danger  <tf  this  arrangement,  in  a  military  point  of  riew,  ii  so  strik- 
ingly  obvious,  that  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  my  instructions,  im* 
pressing  the  necessity  of  the  most  cordial  union  and  co-operation,  if  I  were 
to  suppreas  the  seittiraents  of  regret  which  I  know  this  intelligenoe  will  give 
rise  to  in  tiie  mind  of  the  British  t^ommander  in  Chief;  I  am  much  mis- 
taken, also,  if  the  same  sentiments  will  not  pervade  both  the  Spanish  and 
£nglub  nations. 

Of  the  fitness  oflhe  different  individuals  for  the  commands  assigned  them, 
their  own  conduct  has  given  the  best  confirmation. 

Of  their  disposition  to  unite  cordially  in  a  general  plan,  it  would  not  be 
consistent  with  the  enthnsiastic  patriotism  displayed  by  every  one,  to  enter* 
fain  a  doubt ;  the  mrk  opinion  might  be  given  of  the  diflerent  Provincial 
Juntas,  Bnt  where  is  the  man  of  common  sense  who  hesitates  ^x>ut  the 
neoessity  of  a  Supreme  Junta,  which  shall  direct  all  the  various  and  dn- 
pened  resources  and  energies  of  the  state  into  one  centre  of  union  and 
noTement?    AU  the  Juntas  are  willingly  sacrificing  their  own  personal 
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cotuequeace  for  this  important  national  object ;  if  Ihis  is  indispensable  in 
the  civil  governmeitt,  are  not  the  reasons  for  a  supreme  authority  in  the 
army  infinitely  more  striking  i — If  the  numbers,  discipline,  and  experience 
of  all  those  difiereot  corps  were,  each  of  then,  snperior  to  the  French  army 
now  opposed  to  them,  not  much  dnnger  would  arise  from  this  dei)arture  from 
the  practice  of  all  other  nations  in  Enrope ;  but  so  far  from  this  being  tha 
case,  I  wish  most  seriously  to  impress  this  truth  upon  the  minds  of  the  Cea- 
tral  Junta,  that  the  most  able  distribution  and  (be  most  hearty  cooperation 
of  the  whole  force  will  not  be  more  than  sufficient  for  the  expulsion  of  the 
French,  if  it  should  suit  Iheir  policy  to  hazard  a  battle.  Let  the  Spanish 
troops  consider  themselves  invincible,  but  let  not  the  Spanish  Government 
be  deluded  by  the  same  opinion :  much  has  been  done ;  let,  however,  the 
causes  of  past  events  be  card'ally  analysed ;  let  it  be  well  considered  if 
the  circuraBlances  are  expteasly  similar ;  let  the  advantages  and  dii- 
advantages  of  both  arinies  be  justly  appreciated,  and  all  things  dulj 
weighed;  let  wisdom  determine  if  one  army  of  45,000  men,  well  disct- 
plined  and  commanded,  united  in  one  central  posilioo,  can  be  easily  ooo^ 
qnered  by  anotlier  very  much  dispersed,  not  acting  under  one  leader,  and 
■uperjor  only  in  numbere  and  rathusiasm. 

The  public  opiniim  expects  such  an  appointment ;  the  same  good  scms 
that  has  univeisally  required  a  head  to  the  Government,  wdl  also  require  a 
head  to  the  army;  it  may  be  light  for  the  Supreme  Council  to  nominate  (h* 
commanders  of  the  different  corps,  but  one  person  npon  the  spot  can  alont 
be  entrusted  with  the  disposition  of  the  diffiirent  parts  of  the  array,  accord- 
ing to  existing  circumstances :  the  French  will  not  refer  their  operations  to 
a  Spanish  council  of  war,  where  all  the  different  commanders  may  quickly 
agree  up(m  what  is  best  lo  be  done;  in  war  much  is  nnceitain,  and  tlit 
movements  of  the  French  will  be  quick ;  they  can  only  be  met  vrith  the 
same  quickness,  combination,  and  anion;  the  propriety  of  a  movement 
must  not  be  exposed  tothe  delay  arising  even  from  an  honest  di&venoe  of 
opinion ;  it  is  frequently  necessary  to  hatard  a  part  to  save  the  whole ;  tht 
Commander  in  Chief  can  alone  make  the  decisioD,  which  should  be  at  (me* 
obeyed. 

(Signed}  W.  BBNTINCK, 

MajoK-GcnenL 
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Madrid,  October  id,  1808. 
STR, 

NOTWITHSTANDING  *e  promise  of  Coont  Florid* 
BlancS)  that  General  Castanos  should  be  immediately  aothoriEed  to  com* 
nunicate  with  me  upon  the  subject  of  my  inisaion,  it  was  not  tiH  fhe  day 
before  yesterday,  and  after  the  ddiTcry  of  a  note  by  Mr.  Stuart,  irt  my  re- 
quest, representing  the  ill  consequence  of  such  delay,  ^rat  aatfaority  was 
formally  granted  to  General  Castanos.  The  delay  had  proceeded  from  the 
clrcutnstance  of  the  Assembly  being  scarcely  yet  formed,  and  from  their  not 
having  then  obtained  the  recognition  of  the  Provincial  Assemblies ;  this 
has  since  been  done,  and  they  bavc  etrtered  npon  aTl  the  functions  of  go- 
vernment. 

'The  opinions  of  General  Ca^nos  and  of  the  Spanish  Government  ac- 
Mrding  entirely  with  your  own,  upon  the^xpediency  of  concentrating  the 
British  force,  it  'became  only  necessary  to  arrange  the  mardi  of  Hie  army, 
wtnch  General  Castanos  requested  might  be  settled  as  should  seem  best 
eofted  iforthe  convenience  of  the  troops.  General  Castanos,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, expressed  the  wish  of  the  Spanish  Government,  that  (he  corps  of 
WW  mennrii^  be  sent  immediately  to  Catalonia;  but  upon  my  informing 
litm'fkrt  AHtbe  transports  were  engagal  in  the  conveyance  of  the  Trench  to 
France,  Aisrplan  of  reinforcement  was^ven  np,  and  a  corps  of  FOjUOOmen 
ImslMen-sait  from  Arragon ;  you  will  'however  perceive,  that  in  <he  event 
dfftny-pnt-of  file  army  in  the  Mediterranean  being  sent  into 'Spain,  it  is  tb« 
Wilfa  of 'tbe'Chivemment  that  they  sliould  be  landed  in  Catidonia.  ff  the 
main-army  of  the  French  should  "be  compelled  to  retire  tofiayonne,  there 
■H'ni'ritn  beteft-B  considerable  party  of  French  in  Catalonia.  It  is  in  this 
province  also  that  the  passes  "between  Prance  and  Spain  are  the  most  nu- 
«tKhni8,'aiid  the  aceese  the  roost  ^asy. 

FtWHrepurpose  df  prevertliflg  ilti  nlistates,  and  of  ascertaining  exactly 
the  wiAes  of  the'  Spaitiih  Government,  4  presented  to  General  t^astanos  a 
pKper'oFqTieSlSons,io  wbich  he 'has  given  written  answers,  fntbose  will  be 
found  the  jilan  of  co-operation  proposed  for  (he  Briti^b  force.  I  must  con- 
fess to  yon,  thatlfbas  appeared  to  me  that  the  Spaniards  have  never  sof- 
ficien'tly  calcnldted  upon  the  possibility  of  failure.  The  enclosed  paper 
will  put  you  in  possession  of  ihe  force  and  position  of  the  two  armies ;  this 
^ling  has  induced  me,  in  the  accompanying  paper,  to  suggest  a  line  of 
march,  which,  in  the  event  of  misfortune,  shall  allow  the  British  army 
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«B8il/(o  unite  to  receive  ibeir  reinforcements  from  Eb^mI,  wid}  joined 
«kh  tbeGalliciaa  and  A»tarian  forces,  eucccstfuU;  to  resitltb«  FreMll,m 
cMe  they  sbdiikl  nMir<^  apon  tbe  Britibb  force,  or  to  attack  the  fiMk  and 
leat  of  tho  FVouch,  ia  caie  tliej'  should  follow  the  Spuiiardt  totirardi>  MS' 
drid  ;  these  considerations  have  led  me  to  urge  that  no  part  of"  the  Bitaj^- 
should  march  hy  Madrid,  or  by  aay  other  roule  which  might  render  the- 
union  of  tbe  whole  diftoiiU.  1  cannot  too  strongly  impress  upon  you  Ih* 
anxiety  of  IbeSpAniards  to  receive,  as  early  as  possible,  tbe  assistance  of- 
fered (o  tbon.  Neither  must  1  snpprcss  my  decided  conviction,  from  all  I 
bare  beard,  that  that  assistance  is  very  much  wanted  by  them.  Fram  irlMt  t 
can  learn  of  the  acctHumodation  in  tbe  north  of  Spain,  (here  seems  to  be  no- 
difficulty  in  marching  both  the  troops  that  are  in  Portugal,  and  those  which 
may  land  at  Cornnnn,  by  small  divbions  to  Burgos.  It  is  said,  that  there 
is  at  easy  and  regular  marchcB,  abondanl  cover  for  troops ;  might  it  not  ba 
right,  thus  early,  to  take  some  mtasures  for  the  praparatioo  and  fora^  for 
the  cavalry,  in  case  they  should  be  sent  ther«  upon  this  intimation  of  ths- 
wishes  of  the  Spanish  GoTernpioitt  and  of  the  urgency  of  4beir  beings  aeot 
witbout  further  notice? 

The  Spanish  troops  are  described  as  full  of  enthusiasm  and  contempt  of 
the  Frendi,  but  ill  cloathed,  and  likely  to  suffer  very  much  from  theiodo- 
mency  of  tbe  season  ;  the  French  are  represented,  on  tbe  other  hand,  to  be 
very  much  afraid  of  tbe  Spaniards  ;  that  they  have  individually  very  much- 
suffered  is  certain;  they  most  also  have  been  very  much  atiuckirithtte 
spirit,  courage,  and  unanimil^  which  they  have  witoessad  from  the  fttioi 
of  their  leaving  Madrid  ;  there  has  been  a  want  of  energy  and  enterjizize 
very  uncommon  in  ihe  French  armies.  But,  notwithstanding  these  appear- 
ances, it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  an  arm^  of  45^000  mea..atijl  in- 
touched,  and  ably  commanded,  will  retire  betbce  an  army  ao  disparsed«>  ii 
the  Spanish  army,  composed  of  so  few  rt^ulat  Iroaps^iundersqiaratt  leadwyi. 
It  is  possible  that  the  want  of  sobaistence  may  oblige  tiien  te.i^fiMat,  -qc 
that  they  maybe  induced  to  do  so  by  theoocupatiooof  th«  Kfstof  Huii 
army  elsewhere,  from  which  cause  theymay  be  preveoted'fran-iMfiarii^ 
sncb  reinforcements  as  might  enable  them  to  maintain  their  y TJrtim  Trrhjad 
the  Ebro, -without  riskiog  their  whole  an^y,  oc,  if  suoceasfdl, 'to  .foHowitup 
Uieit  victoi;y.  .  Mr.  Stuart  being  the  Civil  Ag6Dit  bn*^  on  the  pnit  «f  tte 
King's  Giovemment,  I  have  confided  my  communication  with  the  Spaoish 
Government  to  the  points  exclusively  military,  and  have  referred  alt  those 
oS  a  political  batute  contained  io  your  instractioiu,  and  ui,.JLoEd,CHtJ|^ 
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mill's  letter  4o  bim.  Such  subjects  are  more  immediatel;  his  province, 
and  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Canning's,  shewn  to  me  by  Mr.  Stuart,  it  seemed  to 
be  the  wish  of  Goremment  that  all  cornmunications  with  the  Junta  should 
go  through  bim  alooe ;  I  shall  send  a  copy  of  this  kttet  to  Lord  Castle* 
reegb. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 
<Signed)  W.  BENTINCK, 

Major-General. 
K)  iMutmmU-Gamal  Sir  Hao  DaUympl^ 


Questions  proposed  hy  Lord  Wtn. 
Battinck. 

].  Is  it  the  determination  to  attack 
tbe  French  before  the  arrival  of  the 
Engliflb  troops  ?  If  so,  about  what 
time  maj  this  event  be  likely  to  take 
fUce? 


9.  The  fntnre  operations  of  the 
Englidi  mut  be  determined  bj  this 

9.  Upon  general  principles,  does 
Geacnl  Costanos  think  it  desirable 
Ast  the  British  force  should  remain 
concentrated,  or  that  it  can  be  more 
sdraatageonsly  employed  in  being 
detached  into  the  Astarias,  or  Cata- 
lonia, or  elMwhoe  ? 

4*  If  the  Britub  force  cannot  ar- 
rive BO  as  to  be  in  time  fw  the  attack 


Answtn  qf  GenertU  Castaaos. 

I.  The  operations  of  the  enemy, 
and  circumstances,  must  decide 
vrhether  the  attack  upon  the  French 
will  take  place  before  the  junction  of 
ihe  Eoglisfa  army  or  not ;  and,  con- 
sequently, it  is  not  easy  to  determine 
when  offensive  operations  against  the 
common  enemy  will  lake  place. 

9.  The  future  operations  of  the 
aozitiary  English  army  most  be  de- 
termined by  the  then  existing  cir- 
cumstances. 

3.  General  Castanos,  speaking  on 
general  principles,  is  of  opinion  that 
the  British  force  should  remain  con- 
centrated, but  without  losing  eight 
of  assisting  Catalonia.* 


4.  It  is  always  right  in  military 
afiairs,  to  consider  the  reverses  of 


*  General  Caitaoot  recommended,  that  whatever  force  could  be  spared  from  Sicily 
Aotiidte  lent  to  (Jatalonia. 
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abont  to  take  place,  would  it  Dot  be 
well  that  itg  march  should  be  ar- 
ranged  with  a  view  to  the  possibility 
of  mUfortune  ? 


5.  There  are  two  principal  ronfes 
into  Spain,  one  alon^  the  Ta^us  di- 
rect to  Madrid ;  the  other  from  Al- 
meida towards  the  north  of  Spain.  I 
understand  that  the  first  divisions  of 
the  English  army  were  to  march,  and 
^bably  hare:  niaiohed  towards  the 
frontier  of  Spain,  that  is,  to  Almeida. 
I  am  not  certain  but  that  a  part  of 
the  army  may  have  morcd  towards 
that  part  of  the  frontier,  iu  the  di- 
rection of  the  Tagus. 

6.  In  the  ercnt  of  the  expulsion  of 
the  French,  and  of  their  not  being 
able  to  return,  it  might  perhaps  be 
most  conrenteut,  for  the  sake  of  sub- 
■utence^  that  the  army  should  match 
in  separate  divisions,  by  separate 
Tonles,  to  any  point  in  the  north  of 
Spain  that  might  hereftfter  be  det^- 
jBiDcd.  But  would  it  not  be  wife 
Jo  calculate  upon  the  worst?  First, 
lo  xipposc  the  possibility  of  the  mail 
«rmy  being  Iwalcn ;  and  secondly, 
or,  if  not  beaten,  and  tlic  Frooch 
-pDwexpellt^i'lhat  hamfter,  that  is, 
in  the  course  eTei)  of  a  short  time, 
the  Frencli  may  return  with  aug- 
mented force,  and  oblige  the  Spa- 
niards to  retire.  It  wnuld  be  r^ht 
lo  (;6nsider  how  far  this  latter  suppo^ 
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fitftone  as  possible..  CoMeqarally, 
it  is  highly  proper  that  the  English 
army  should  so  regulate  its  marches, 
us  to  become  a  point  of  re-nnion  for 
the  troops,  if,  as  General  Castanoa 
certainly  does  not  expect,  the  Spa- 
nish army  should  be  defeated. 

5.  GeneralCastanos  is  of  opinion, 
that  the  English  army  should  direct 
its  march  through  Ciudad,  RMrigo, 
&c.  to  Butgos;  and  this  line  of 
march  will  ^eep  the  army  in  (he  si- 
tuation indicateil  ih  (he  preceding 
article. 


6.  It  is  erideot,  that  if  (he  natiou 
wero  entirety  free  from  abrm  oi  the 
part  of  tlie  French,  it  would  be  ron- 
Tcnient  for  the  auxiliary  army,  as 
well  as  Spain,  that  the  march  should  be 
made  in  small  divisions,  and  by  dif- 
ferent routes ;  but,  as  unfortunately 
this  is  not  the  case,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  the  English  army,  at 
least  from  a  certain  point  (that  is, 
when  it  approaches  the  onemy) 
should  march  in  large  divisions,  and 
follow  the  same  route  in  order  to  in* 
sure  an  easy  arid  ready  re-union, .  in 
case  the  fortune  of  war  should  rcdlize 
the  snppDsUion  indicated  in  General 
Lord  William  Bentinck's  note. 
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Bit  ion  iBif  or  wMf  aot  be  piMtio»> 

ble? 

[JVbte.-^In  the  course  of  our  cm- 
Tormfm,  General  CasUiRtw,  in  ■» 
fioence  to  the  posiible  Ktiun  of  the 
f  reneb,  said,  tlmt  be  did  oat  ceqw* 
der  it  practicable,  a&  in  a  verjr  shoet 
l«w  tbe  MOW  would  render,  the 
^estert  pui  to  BAjonm  ttearly  ini* 
psaMblc.  He  nentiowd  that  tbe 
pesMs  in  Catalonia  ir«e  Bunenms, 
ftnd  easy  at  all  seoaons.] 

In  either  of  these  supposed  caae^  [JV«te.-^Th^  potntbeftre  marind 

the  union  of  all  the  British  force,  at  asI.] 
a  point  from  whence  tbey  may  either 
fall  upon  the  flank  of  the  enemy, 

if  he  attempts  to  penetrate  into  - 
Spain,  or,  from  whence  it  will  be- 
come impossible  for  the  (Vencb  to 
enter  Spain  without  finl  dkpening 
Ihe  English  army,  seems  a  mast  in* 
porlant  object. 

7.  It  must  he  also  obeemed,  that  7.  Otneral  CastenoB  agren  wttH 
the  most  inpoTtaot  part  of  the  Engf  hard  William.  Beotioch,  tiiat  the 
liah  fon!c(the  cavalry)  b  not  arrived ;  most  proper  point  of  dcbarbatimi  te 
it  is  of  great  consequence  that  this  tiw  cavalry  and  infantry  expected 
force  should  immediately  come,  and  ^om  England  is  Corunna,  ham 
be  huided  at  that  spot  neavest  t«  whence,  throtigli  good  and  well<fr»- 
England,  and  to  the  theatre  of  ope^  ^ptented  roads,  tbe  junction  with  the 
ratfons.  This  point  seema  to  be  Co<  main  body  of  the  uny  may  foe  easily 
runaa.  e&ctcd. 

8.  It  is  nrcfssary  that  this  point  »f  8.  Then  can  be  no  doabt  about  the 
dehnikation  sliMiId  be  covered,  and  necessity  of  coveri^  the  point  of  de> 
that  tbe  jnnclion  of  Ike  cftvalty  and  bavkatian.  Tbe  piewnt  positinns  of 
infantry  with  the  Biilish  army  now  the  Spanish  armies,  uid  the  proposed 
here,  sbould  be  easy  and  secure.  inareb  of  tl»t  of  his  ftitannic  Majcs- 

It  seems  that  this  object  would  be    ty,  will  omnpletely  eAui  this  objesl 
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eflfected  by  the  march  of  the  anny  in 
the  direction  of  Burgog.  According 
to  the  position  of  the  French,  thej 
might  be  more  or  less  advanced ; 
their  left  would  be  covered  by  Blake's 
corps,  and  viiited,  they  wauld  be 
tnaUed,  it  ia  inugined,  to  aialM  head 
againit  the  eoBiny. 

U>der  tliM  plan  of  ofwnttiow,  it 
W0«ld  Bttm  Hot  4c8irabh!  that  *ay 
portion  of  the  amy  shoiild  mareh  -by 
Madrid,  «uch  las  (hat  &ny  part  of 
it  should  he  d£<aebed  to  Catiilo«ia.  , 

d.  If  ihu  iftan  should  he»ppn>red, 
it  wiU  be  AAomsary  that  saetie  officer 
sboidd  be  sept  into  the  country  be- 
twecfi  the  frontiers  of  Pprlug*!  aad 
Burgw,  or  a«y  otber  poinfa  that  wwj 
bedetannmtd  a  poo  fw'the  pMttittn 
ef  Ike  EngliA  army,  in  order  to  as- 
oeitain  the  leeomx^es  of  the  onwiry, 
aod  ita  capacity  loaabauttlwanny. 

This  officershonld  be  detnciMd  in- 
mccltatdy,  nd  might  be  tlirected  to 
proceed  ftsna  tbeMce  to  the  iiead- 
^uiten  of  Sir  Hew  Dairymple,  for 
Ihe  parpose  of  giviug  the  Lafonna- 
ti*n  whiobmay  1m  aequiAd. 

(iyTote.— Ab  £ir  Uetv  Dalryiople 
v^tt  wiah  to  bare,  without  hns  of 
time,  in6ilnraLti«n  upon  nnny  poiDis 
which  can  Only  be  given  by  nSpaiiith 
efficei,  1  Kare  proposed  to  General 
Costahos  fhat  an  intBil^rat  officer 
dboiild  be  innediRtely  tent  to  ihe 
Brilidi  bead^iyaarterB,  and  that  «ther 
ofiicera  shaiM  be  srst  ander  liis  di- 
ftotioos-tocxamiac  the  i^sad,  and  at* 


aeAiags  oowBtawl;  but,  in  coueC 
ft  lereiEe  of  fortune  hemAer,  this 
urierceting  ehjoKl  nuiat  never  Uc  loat 
ngbt  of,  and  the  diicclion  of  the 
ntarch  must  bo  ajtcsed  occordiiij^y. 


9.  The  first  thing  (o  be  done,  nc- 
c$tdmg  i»  the  4^i<iwn  i^  Gcjictol 
CastiWoa,  H  toieadoffiQersAud  cow 
uuMaries  to  reconsaitie  the  route  of . 
nurdh  wbidb  the  Eo^A  amy  will 
foUow  &ota  the  frontier  of  Porlugal 
up  to  Bofgns,  «id  4o  ezanioe  int* 
the  UMBM  ^  subsistence  which  the 
eoaotry  affurdS'  The  Sapreaie  Go- 
vernnsnt  bos  just  inelituteda  Board 
of  Military  Subsistence ;  from  this 
B<mrd  will  be  issued  every  necessary 
order  le  inaMc  to  his  firitannio  Ma* 
jesty*s  forces  every  thing  of  nliicb 
they  can  stand  in  need  on  thcirmnrch. 
One  of  the  most  intelligent  ami>ngst 
(be  officers  employed  to  examine  (lie 
route  to  be  followed  by  the  British 
army,  will  be  ordered  to  proceed  to 
the  head-quarlcrs  of  Sir  llcw  Dnl- 
rymple,  to  communicate  to  his  Ex* 
cdlency  every  information  he  may 
require. 


i3 


yGooglc 


APP£NDn-»RO^  XX, 


certain  (be  meaiu  of  sabsisteDce. 
Their  reports  will  be  Knt  to  Almeida, 
from  whence  they  can  be  forwarded 
by  General  Anslrulher,  whom  I  will 
advise  of  this  arrangement-j 

10.  Some  particular  subjects  upon 
which  Sir  Hew  Dalrymple  has  re- 
quited informalion,  maj  be  referred 
tuCapUin  WhiUingham,  who,  wilh 
General  Castanot.'  permission,  maj 
consult  the  Quarter-Master-General, 
and  make  ou.1  the  reporia  wanted. 


11.  It  will  be  also  of  great  adran- 
tagc  to  receive  the  sentiments  of  Ge- 
neral Castanos  upon  the  points  best 
suited  for  the  formation  of  raagatines, 
and  upoa  the  best  mode  of  forming 
tfaem^  whether  by  the  orders  of  the 
Spanish  Gorernment  addressed  to 
the  diSercot  Municipalities,  or  bj- 
tlic  direct  and  sole  agency  of  the 
English  Commissary-General. 

Tbisquestion  can  be  best  asswered 
by  the  practice  of  th«  country. 


10.  Colonel  Whitlinghsm  will  treat 
with  tbe  Qtiartcr-Master-Greneral  o( 
the  army  of  Andaloaia,  upon  any 
points  which  Sir  Hew  Dalryrople 
may  point  out.  Tbe  general  inform- 
tion  and  qualities  of  Colonel  Whtt- 
tingham  will  facilitate  and  assist 
every  commnnication  with  any  indi- 
vidual  of  the  army  of  Andalusia. 

11.  As  General  Castanos  is  at  pre> 
sent  without  good  maps,  and  the  ne< 
coisary  information  in  detail,  he 
wishes  to  defer,  till  the  moment  of 
his  return  to  head-quartcr8,the  choice 
of  the  most  proper  points  for  the  es- 
tablishments of  magazines  for  the  use- 
of  the  BrKish  \irmy.  The  Board  of 
Sabeislcnce  will  fumiah  directions  as 
to  tbe  best  mode  of  providing  them  ; 
but  General  Castanos  is  of  opinion, 
that  the  most  advantageous  way  would 
be  by  the  sole  and  direct  agency  of 
tbe  English  Commissary-General ; 
the  Spanish  Government  appointing 
the  proper  people  to  act  under  him, 
and  Ut  furnish  him  wilh  the  neoe^- 
sary  and  indispensaUe  information. 

[_Noie — This  question  and  answer 
seem  to  require  explanatiCKi.  As  the 
diiBcnIty  of  supplyii^the  army  had 
been  apprehended,  it  occurred  to  me 
that  it  might  be  better  to  provide  tbe 
magaunea  by  tlie  order  and  leqAi* 
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sitioD  of  <be  Government,  In  which 
manner  the  French  armies  had  alwnyi 
been  well  supplied  as  long  as  tbcGo* 
vcrnmcnt  chose  to  supply  them,  than 
by  contracts  made  with  individuals 
by  the  Commissary-General. — Com- 
merce has  not  the  same  activity  in 
Spain  as  elsewhere,  and  the  Spaniards 
are  accnstemed  to  such  requisitions, 
amd  to  yield  iiamediale  obedience  to 
ihtm- — The  farmaiion  of  a  Board  of 
Supply  for  the  Spanish '  amifes  bs^ 
the  Central  Government  seems  to  af- 
ford (he  most  certain  and  the  cheap- 
est mode  of  providing  the  English 
armies  in  a  country  to  which  we  are 
ebvngers,  and  in  which  the  people 
seem  to  hare  peculiar  habits  and  feel- 
ings. The  separate  agency  of  the 
English  Commissary-General  would 
necessarily  create  a  competition  in 
the  market,  that  must  enhance  the 
valae  of  all  artides.  This  agency 
might  also  very  much  interfere  with 
the  arrangements  of  the  Spanish 
Board  of  Supply,  The  answer  of 
General  Castanos  is  dictated  by  great 
cantion  and  delicacy.  He  wishes 
that  the  English  Commissary-Gene- 
ral should  be  the  acUve  agent,  not 
from  thinking  it  the  best  mode  of 
supplying  the  army,  because  he 
thinks'  it  impossiUe'  foi  him  to  pro- 
ceed without  tbcaidaiid  information 
of  the  Board  of  Supply,  bat  from  be- 
ing anxious  that  in  the  event  of  any 
failure  ih  the  supplies,  the  bbime 
should  npt  be  attributed  to  the  Spa- 
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nUb  Gorentment.     General  Casta* 
DOS,  however,  advises  that  a  Com- 
missary should  be  sent  vithont  delay 
for  the  purpose  of  communicating 
wi^  the  Board  of  Supply.     I  will 
procure  further  informatioo  on  this 
subject,  and  forward  it  in  the  course 
of  three  or  four  days  to  Sir  Hew  Dal* 
rymple.] 
12.  Beudei  nfif;Mi»eii,  the  memm        12.  The  officers  employed  to  re* 
oPtniuport  mti  be  idso  «antad>  wid    coonoitre    the    proposed    route  of 
iCknlhcy  beobtaiaed  t  march,  will  be  able  to  furnish  a  cor* 

rect  report  upon  the  means  of  trans* 
port  for  the  magazines  of  the  aozili- 
aiy  army,  and  upon  their  report  will 
be  determined  that  which  may  be 
most  conTcnienl  for  the  good  service 
of  the  army  with  the  least  injury  to 
the  country. 

[M>(e — General  C^astanos,  in  con* 
Tersation,  stated  that  be  had  no  ap*  ., 
prehension  of  the  want  of  provisions, 
but  feared  there  might  be  some  diffi- 
culty in  the  means  of  transport.  He 
recommended  that  whatever  Portu* 
gal  could  supply  of  (his  sort  should 
be  brought  with  the  army.  This 
will  be  malfer  of  arrangement  with 
the  Commisaary  (liat  may  be  sent  and 
the  Board  of  Supply.] 

Position  atid  Farce  of  ike  French  Army. 
The  ri^ht  at  Miranda,  lh6  left  at  Milagro : 

They  tiave  at  least        -        -         -        -      *40.00f>  Infantry. 
And  5,000  Cavalry. 


45,()00 


•  Some  say  44,000. 
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Ik  Cfttalonw. 
At  Ikrceloiu,  aboot  -        -        -        -        -        7^0 

At  Peipignan,  from  4  to      -        •        -        •        •        8,0Q0 

PosUion  and  Force  efthe  SpanUh  Army. 

Army  upon  the  left,  now  commanded  hy  General  Blake,  but  to  be  com- 
manded by  the  Marqais  de  la  Romana  upon  his  arrival,  occupies  BUboaj 
Frios,  Tretpaderae,  Orduna,  and  consists  of  about 

Men.  Guns. 

30,000    •    Notknoirn. 
Dirision  of  the  M.  de  la  Romans,  when  it  arrives,  10,000 


•  Of  this,  as  is  supposed,  about  30,000  Regulars. 

Aim;  <4  tbe  Geatir,  oomnuiiid«cl  by  Genernt  Castanos. 

Men.       Gob*. 

Anny  of  Andalusia,  in  tba  alMnMeofGeBeml  Castanos,  com- 
manded by  Lieut.-Oenera)  Pemi,  two  df  visions  at  Sorii, 
19,009;  two  divisiona  a<  Ifiadrfd  and  Oeana,  one  sta^ 
fromMadfM,  19,000 29,00»    -    4S 

Anny  of  Estremadnn,  on  Its  march  flmnBladajoslo Castile, 
comiMuded  by  General  GhilhiBO        .        -        .        .       17,000    -    I? 

Army  of  Casl&,  commanded  bj  CieneMd  Cucsta,  at  Bai^ 
delOsma 13,000    •    10 

Tb«army  of  Yalencia,  commanded  bj  General  Damag,  oc- 
cupies Bargn,  Tuneona,  and  Agoda  ^        .        .       16,000    •    94 


*«5,000   ■    m 


*  About  40,000  Regulars,  of  which  5,000  are  Cavalry. 

The  army  of  Arragon,  commanded  by  General  Ptilafoz,  oc- 
cupies Sarnfossa,  and  extends  as  far  as  San^uessa      -       16,000  Men. 

Tbe  army  of  Catalonia,  commanded  by  General  Bines, 
Uochades  Barcelona,  and  has  a  corps  advanced  towards 
Siwca 20,000   — 
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A  reinforcement  of  10,000  men  has  already  marched  from  Arragon,  aod 
an  order  hu  beea  «cnl  to  GeaeraL  RedtDg,  to  march  wilh  19,000  men  from 
Granada. 

No  XXI. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mf^jor -General  Lord  William  Bentinck 
to  Lord  Viscount  Castlireagh,  dated  Madrid,  October  JSrft, 
1808. 

I  HAVE  the  boDoar  to  acknowledge  Ihe  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  letter, 
dated  30(h  September,  bmugbt  to  roe  by  the  measenger,  Fisber,  on  the  16lh 
October.  I  have  gre^t  pleasure  in  perceiving  that  the  arrangements  for  (ho 
co-openlion  of  the  British,  troops,  concerted  in  London  with  the  Uarquts 
de  la  Romana,  entirely  agree  with  those  proposed  in  Madrid. 

Mr.  Stuart  baring  carried  on  the  comnmnic^oB  with  the  Central  Go- 
vernment respecting  the  refusal  of  the  Junta  of  Corrunna  to  allow  the  dis- 
'embarketion  of  the  British  troops,  without  orders  from  Madrid,  it  belongs. 
to  him  to  state  to  you  what  has  passed.  It  seems,  however,  incumbent  upon 
me  to  explain,  that  it  is  not  owing  to  any  neglect  of  mine,  that  the  ocoes- 
eary  orden  were  not  long  since  dispatched.  Upon  the  appoinlnient  of  Co- 
lonel Lopez  to  superintend  all  atrangements  connected  with  the  march  of 
the  British  troops  from  Portngal  into  Spain,  we  went  down  together  to  Aieo- 
huez  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  Count  Florida  Btanca,  and  of  procuring 
without  delay  the  dispatch  of  Colonel  Lopez,  and  the  transmission  of  the 
necessary  orders  and  authority  to  ali  Intendants  and  Officers  concerned  with 
the  subsistence  of  the  army.  And  amongst  the  rest  it  was  proposed  to  the 
Count,  that  as  a  body  of  troops  might  disembark  both  at  Corunna  and  St. 
Andero  without  previous  notice,  it  would  be  necessary  to  issue  orders  to  the 
Juntas  there,  to  provide  for  the  accommod^ition  iind  maintenance  of  the 
troops.  The  Count  jiromised  us  that  this  should  be  done.  On  the  I4th,  I 
received  a  lelter  from  bit  John  Moore,  acquainting  me,  for  thy  firU  lime,  of, 
the  inleniion  of  sending  Sir  David  Baird*s  furce  to  Corunna.  1  sent  off  int- 
medialely  lo  Mr.  8tuarl,  who  delivered  an  official  communication  of  the 
circumstance  to  the  Cetilral  Governiacnf,  Colonel  Lopez,  who  was  in  Ma- 
drid, wrote  also  to  the  same  eficct.    Upoq  the  receipt  of  your  LopdiJiip's 
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letter,  I  vent  down  with  Mr.  Stuatt  to  Arenhuex,  to  aBcertain  wbetfier  or> 
den  had  boeiT  dispatched  to  Corunna,  Derer  doirt>tuig  bat  that  tbt^  bad 
been  already  sent.  W^  could  not  leant  positivelj  that  they  bad,  bid  a  pro- 
Diise  was  giren  that  they  should.  I  rathei  believe  that  no  commnoica^tmi 
whatever  was  made,  until  the  receipt  of  the  laat  intelligence  from  Goruhnt. 
Mr.  Sfuart  can  better  explain  to  yon  than  I  am  able  fo  do  the  came  ofsudi 
tixtraordiiiaTy  Delect  upon  a  pohit  of  )0  much  btipoitaiMe.  ' 
"  1  expecterety  moment  fhe-artiral  of  Mr.  Ibn»Kdy,'tlWo<rfnaiiMl«ry  fbe 
theaAai^gemeatof  mRgaEioes,  &c.  fivibeaimy.  '    .    -   - 

'  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  instmcfing  Oaptstn  Roc^,  who  k  mil  ac- 
qnrintedwitb  tfaelangnnge  and  the  north  of  Spain,  to  aoeompMiytte  Spa- 
nish officers  and  commissarin  placed  nndBrIhe  orders  of  Cofonvl  I^j>es, 
gcring  16  AlmHda.  His  knowlfldge  of  the  dflteib  and  Mbts  of  tt»  SMikli 
army,  ao  difitsent  from  those  of  the  Bpaniards,  wHt  ehtble  hivtb  givo'  rvrf 
osefullnfbrinati(Hi.  I  hareBDggeatedtoSir  John  Moore,  that  CaptatnRocho^ 
afltr  the  exechtion  of  this  seitioe,  may  be  pennUtod  i(o  fetain  to  the- Spa- 
nish army.  His  prudent  and  conciliating  condact  has  made  him  Moepddife 
to  ill  the  Spankh  Anlliorttiea  wttt  wk<Hn  be  baa  hid  to4o. 


No.  XXII.   "  .     ■  '     ■ 

Cepff  qf^  Letter  fwm  Lord  Wmiam  Mentinck  to  Lord  VitamU 
CtaOtreagK  Hated  Madrid,  VlthOtktbtr,  1806. 

(Three  Enclosura.) 

JfiutrU,  Ottabtrti7tk.  1808. 
MY  DEAR  LORD, 

I  HATE  the  pleasure  oftnuumitting^yonr  iitfotma- 
tion,  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  this  day  sent  to  Sir  John  Moore,  to  vfaiob 
I  have  at  present  nothing  further  to  add. 

I  remaio,  my  dear  Lord, 

V«gr  &ithfsUy  yooi'a, 

W.  BfiNTINCK.  . 
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JBxtract  of  a  tetter  from  M(yor-General  tord  William  Sentinck 
to  Xdeutenant-GeTieral  Sir  John  Moore,  K.  B.  dated  Madrid, 
^th  October,  1808. 

Jrankvex,  iadOetobtr,  1806. 
THE  &gliib  ■a»7,  Rt  prwcnt  adrasciog  from  LUboa  marcbef 
timHigli  Factag«l:b7.  time  difi^vat  roatea}  'wlieQ  ,Uiey  «t)fat-  Spain  tht 
whde  nmt aareb  Iqr  one  i:aatD4hi9c^  Ci«4a<l  Kodrigoto  fidwMucfu 
-  It  is  «iiilentood  that'  tiM'  mimj  wiU  marofa  m,  rawU-deta^htnuila,  6x  the 
{pMiWiDtiiveiueBOftof  the  nbtiiteBee  and  ac»jiwa«J«U(»i  af tke  tivap*. 
. .  AAkTtlMir  arnral  s^  BaknaWHS  K  is  probable  tbat  tbe  Cotanaader  i^ 
CUttfui))  vitb  tftfimUauiay  inlobrgcrdiTisttnpofin^roki  aiheap* 
pwahda-tte  ytHaibld  tiwfcke  of^peiatiwii^  tbe  mioBaad  ooacentiatiaa  of 
Uii-£Mce«m  bwMw.tlw  nwaaflcwMaiy, 

1%»  Muae-ipvacaBtitta  must  be  of  oeane  adopted  «riUi  ngati  t»UMes 
«auag  AofltCotoaaa.  > 

From  tbe  niomaiit  that  tbe  aanfbet  gf  ead|  dirincm  or 'colinBii  <tf  nuKb  it 
aagmeated,  the  difficuHy  of  procBiinf  tobuateace  and  ooror  will  be  abo 
iiMareaaed. 

When  the  vbde  army  ii  biongbt  togethac  into  a  et^  of  ae  doee  nnioa 
u  tbc  cover  of  the  tioopi  will  admit,  it  leems  impomble  to  peoeaedjrithoBt 
magaunes. 

The  EngKBlrCVninnander  in  Chief,  reepomSiIofortlieMftt^of  the  Amy, 
caa  alone- detefmioe  v/hen  that  uBion  ■InHtaiu  plaoe,  rwiiitcmHy  with 
■ecarity  ;  be  ia  most  anzioDs  to  adopt  aaj  amngemeat  which  shall  eoablo 
his  army  to  adrsnce  with  Ae  greatest  possiirie  expeditioa. 

The  nagaziaeS  aboVe  adverted  to,  for  tlie  snbusteoce  of  the  troops  on  their 
marab,  need Jiot be  large.  Bat  foraBarmyofnev^My  thMModiAM,  and 
Aaratwi  ta^fieot-^thottaaBd  hones  or  mnleB^  the  amageraoits  made  for 
the  subustcaoe  ef  the  army  on  its  march  ii^  smsU  detaahnCAfs,  throqgh  tht 
agency  of  the  Inteodanta  of  Pforincei,  do  not  leem.  siiffii;ieDt;  it  appears 
Tiecessary  that  oonmissaries  .should  be  sent  on  in  advance  to  proride  sap- 
pltes  of  bread,  meat,  Btraw,  barley,  &c.  reqoisife  for  bo  largea  feroe.     . 

The  manner  in  which  the  artaiyj  when  it  joins  the  Spanish  armies,  shall  be 
■applied  vltb'provttions  is  snother  oouideratiaa.  Before  any  plaa  can  be 
■abmitted,  either  to  the  Spanish  Goremmeat,  or  ttpBriCbk  C 
CMaf,  further  infotmaticn  is  reqi^icd. 
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Bjr  Uu  •mogeaaM  ooododed  wiUi  G<taAi1tl  CasUnoi,  ii  wu  pn^MMody 
thtt  Bu^os  aboulil  be  the  point  wpom  wblclLthrBcilMk  uof  sIihiU  — Bhrj, 
General  CasUnoa  not  luviogwUh  him  hin  ninpn.  mil  ml  ii  fimiliMiw  nf 
wij  m/  exact  knefrledge' of  theT(xidi,<def«(Kd,  tilibu  tiriTalwitbAa 
army,  a  recommendatioo  of  the  routes  which  IheBrifbh  tnio^  should  take* 
Loid  WiUiadaBoMtinekdoef  Dotknon'thatGeaenkl  CaatanwmwyaathaTe 
written  to  the  Central  GoTenuneat  npoB  Ac  mbject.  Slaot  that  tkne,  how 
eMr,  a  Bcitiab  corps  bo*  arriredat  Coniua,  for  the  mardi  «f  vfafoh  a 
route  BMMt  b1u»  be  prapiaed^  ferbaps  Camri:  Reing  laay  ba  Xihhd  to 
pntAoat'theoweteUgibleliaeafflurc^CMthaEaglUiamgrv  ■  '. 

In.ca— arti^g  plawof  opawtiwH  of  4hi§  mliiii .  il  iiiiiit  mil  hii  fn|iiBiii 
that'thooMdageofliflvof  war  may  readat  meatmry  other  maagmenli,  ae 
well  waeerhiag^lh'e  saate  of  the  avmj,  ae  itrangaanet.  Smsh  oaBthiHami 
4^  Eoay  bt,  ailber  the.  xetnat  «f  the  FrannbacroH  te  I^Fwnees) 'or  Dm 
eatrance  of  a  large  French  aiaij  by  Bajoniie  or  Cataloaia','  ar  tta^atMnipa' 
tion,  by  the  FtMchf  of  the  ooaalrin  oo  the  left  baidi  «f  the  Sfaro.  It  woold 
be  blind  and  unpardonable  confidence  to  lay,  that  noo«  at  Ihew  ercnti  can 
oocwr.  It  »  not  ace— irj  that  the  ai^teheBaioD  of  lach  avewte  should  tn^ 
teifae  with  te  maatsactiTe  entdoymeDts  and  co^peratioD  of  the  Britiah 
force ;  bat  it  Is  iodhipensable  that  the  powibUity  of  this  occurrence  riiOBld 
be  fonseeli,  nad  that  lh«  amogeaMaAs  whleh  wiE  ia  «onaeqaeace  becooM 
laqntstte,  AoaU  aow  he  datehButad  apoot  Fm- esampla ;  aQppwaing'aay  of 
Mie  abore  cases  to  happen,  saaae  chaogain  the  march  of  the  tmops  will  be 
made.  Ib  oo^jWKtuNH  with  whal  a^koiity  most  the  Brifiah  Coamaader 
in  Chief  detaBBBBB^pwr  that  Aaagt,  and  npan  farther  opeMtiona?— Ew 
aboaM  no  ebaage  m  *e  pnaent  akaaaaatanoas  of  the  Spaaiah  and  FMach 
arraieataifrpUee,i(itt,lipenth*aippiMidioftfaerBMKh  totke  Spaniah  a>> 
miea,  its  poattittB,  Irith- its  fiitata  opeaatiaaa,  mast  be  cowetted  with  saM* 
peraon  or  other  mtmSly  Bpon  theapat.  BfltdioaU  mjafortnae  h^paa 
(and  U  may  la^paa  laidqr  ot  lodaotiaw)  a  ra^laiilj  aew  arnaignaieat 
aad  diapoaUaa,  aaeoMUng  to  the  ezisttag  ofaEBmataaoe 
ly  BMtde  and  aotad  iipon.  Under  this  n^porfttaa,- win  isto  e 
vlUi  the  Brkiah  Ceauaandnt  in  Chttf  flw  baai  aaoda  «f  fonung  a  jaaction 
between  tlw  ^laaiah  aadBa^iakanBiflaf  or^iBtbearenCof  thia  notbei^ 
pvacUoable,  witiiwboiB  is  theBritlahCoaiiBaadw  in  CMaf  todetomiaetfce 
iBMtadraaUeliw!afntteatwHhi«9aiAtoflriBnop««tkwB,aad  theanc- 
cewofihaicaniMnii  dnaanif' 

Fradeace  dBaKqaiHi}tliatevHiBa«r.wigM4wachMitdbeAiBBd  inilM 
&8 
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that  npaa  ttnse  nadi  by  nrliMt  the  BritiiA'  anwf  wmM  Rtmt.  -  Sncli 
migamea  will  be  ^vajs  nselitl.  It  cannot  be  expected  ttiat  tbe  coaotrJcs 
at  present  oec«pi«d,  bowerer  abnodant,  can  ctmtinae  to  support  an  array  of 
Mfiai  800,000  men  vitboat  tbe  foriaation  ordepdta  in  tbe  rear,  from  wbeacr 
■uppHes  may  be  brongbt  ap. 

■  Thia  infonni^on,  so  necessary  for  tbe  Brituh  Commander  in  Chief,  it  ia 
my  duty  to  ulC,  through  Greoeral  Reding,  from  tbe  Central  GoTemnent.  I 
bcfbre  bad-,  tbe  bonoar  of  staluig  to  Count  Florida  Bbtnca  the  anxiety  felt 
by  Sic  Hew  fialrypaple  respecting  the  appointment  of  a  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Spanish  amiies,  with  whooa  alooe  it  would  sesra  that  all  tbe 
4alftila  of  miUtaiy  ansogenMals,  which  must  be  settled  upon  the  spot,  and 
do  not  admit  ofa  ceftresoe,  can  be  concerted.  I  haw  now  alao  to  expreu 
t)wt  Sir  John  Moore>  tbe  aucceaBor  of  Sir  Hew  Dalryapk  and  Cotomander 
iaCbiefeftbeannyabouttoactin^nin,  cfiteitains  tbe saioe  aoziety  upon 
Ibis  iapcwtant  subject. 
I  (Signed)  W.  B£NTINGK,  Major  GeaoraL 

(Translated  Copy.) 

Aranltmet,  OOtkOet,  1808. 
I  HAVING  laid  before  die  Sapreme  Jnata  of  this  bngdom  yon 

ttote  dated  tbe  9Sd  of  tbismostb,  ia-wbich  yon  ezpren  your  with  tbatllie 
•fden,  of  tliiaGoTeniment  should  be  giveallut  provitians  may  sot.be  waD(< 
iflg  for  tbe  English  troops  Uut  may  nnite  in  Sdamaiuia ;  that;  magai ines 
ihiMikl  be  established  near  the  plaoeof  operatieos,  and  on  the  rear  of  said 
army,  flv  the  purpose  of  securing  siibiistenoe  to  the  Britith  tniops ;  that  tbe 
diffewat  routfisbfthe  army  should  be  ilelcrmtnedf  that  commissaries  should 
be  salt  ia  adrana  ;'  and,  finally,  that  the  Spanish  General  who  may  be  em- 
paweiiti.to.ovnibiBe  tbe  nubtary  opemtioin  with  Sir  John  MooiV,  Com- 
mwfler  in  Chief  of  tberBrilisb  force,  aboBMibeapp^ated.  \      >  ■■ 

TJwSopiBiKGaTeniipcBti  iBforniad  of  all  these  potnls^onttrs  roelostafe 
to  yitav  Eiedkncy,  that  the  Geoeral  in  Chief  of  the'Britisb  tioopa  mtty 
CBTrtspondiwitb  C^eaeral  Castaiioa,'comhiahdiag  the-^anibh  army  of  (lie 
fle6tre>|who,  osoibiBsng  hisown  nK)Tament*witfa.dKMeof  tlie  armies  o6  the 
ri^  and  left, .  will  )be  aUe,  .with  the  greater.  crniTenience,  to  eoncert  the 
•^naUenstiftbeii^iei.. '.' 

.  t'A^bot  oiden  ba4e  been  f^vm  to  tfae  Minists  of  Fiaaica  conconing  pro- 
Tisions,  and  proper  places  for  themagezmes;  and4bat  C^oael  Lopeiywhh 
dJtfuteat  Aftdori,  beia^  afvoutad  t*gkre  assista^te  to  tbB-£ngliib<ro4ps 
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oxmn^  irDia-Piiriagil,  and  tbe  Captain  GotMkI  of  GtUicMi  btjng.-flquU^. 
snlsicdio  pcovide  ^niery -thw);  fbr  Ibose  that  bave' ^ttembaritad  On.tftftfc 
coast,  iaatbing  'Appears  to  ramaio-  wEHloae  of  tbe  poul*  iBeiritoiie(l.iii.3l9M 

ExoeUentyB letter.       i    .  ■  '  .  .   ^    ...r 

(Signed)    .-      ,ESCAJ>fOv  .n 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Magor  General  Lord  WiUiartp  .JBentinok  to, 
.  H,\E.IdeMt.  Veatiml  Sir  JohnMoore,,  K.JS,      .  j  .. 

■■•''■■'  MaArid,7ftbak'i9Wi '"' 

TTf:4;B  the  pleasure  6rM»iring  yesterday  foar  letter  of  fheSSd;^' 
■om  Lisbon.  PrcTions  toMi".  Scniredy's  arriyal,  I  had  reqnestid  M*.  SttiHit* 
to  solicit -from  the  Central  Goverbment  the  nomination  of  some  offiocr  ot  anJ 
thorily  w'ifh  vrlittm  I  mi^bt  torAAtunicate  upon  the  potnts  referred  toGenetO 
CestnnoAiinnid  event  of  bis  tinswer  not  being  Baiisfac(ot7,a3  wellas  T«f;Mdtn||^ 
the  magazines  and  siibsiBteiiCe  of  the  army.  The  latter  (rform«lWi  Wito' 
particularly  rc^iHred' for  irfr.  Kennedy.  After  many  days  delay,  General: 
Reding  was  the  officer  appointee!.  Tbe  first  interview  with  Gennal  Reding 
was-  by  no'  raeanH  satisfactory.  '  He  was  not  dispbeed  to  admit'  ibt'^tW 
ptusiMllly  of  any  dlffioally  being  Jband  fbr  the  subsislAnM  ofltiie  Wmy  )!«■ 
its  [ttarcb,or  of  the  nectsGity  of  the  formation  of  ma^sihes.  During  thbit 
march  in  small  detachments,  be  said  tbe  troops  would  tie  sub^ted  tv^'tlMr 
provinees  through  wKieb  they  passed,'  and,  BAer-tbotrjanotion  'With' Uhf 
Spanish  armies,  both  armies  would  beserTed  in-the'se'ree  tfrnHneVi''  vPbeW* 
opinions  not  exactly  coincfding  withrliy -oWn^  I  thetagbt  ■it4>eWc'r,'  ite'^Htfat' 
people  were  prflMnl,  to  retttrn  the  nextinomJRg  ivilh  a^staietMat  hl'wl4tiMgi 
of  Ibe'force  and  proposed  routes  of  the  British  army^  with  ntoh  other  shA*^ 
jccts  as  required  an  explicit^amwerRnd  decision.  I  aocotdingly  did  so,  an^ 
read  (o  him  my'  paper ;  bnl  he,  in  the  niMn  thne,  havif^  received  an  ordeC' 
toWve  AreRh«ez;'k'w«s  Kttl«d'thattbe']>i^ier,'when  trtnilatedf  sboridtbe 
submitted  Io'Mms:  Bwfth»,'4tie:Miiiii«er:o(^  Marise,  wbovHtittll&MiATsl 
«f>Lie«(.G0rie»at  Cotiieh,  dtopttlobes  the  bminM'of  ihwwar'd0paftneiu.> 
This  paperis  marked  No.  I.  Tfa«-be^itirn1n^iDf 'iiwas:  Vi^Meh  liitll  <li«' 
vk«-«^G«^Vfn«ingGeiV(*at'RedIngUhatdt  migfa«be'.MoeflSiny  t» 
army  sooner  than  he  appeared  tadhiitkljtk^eesArjr^  «nid  'tliAi,%fa'eWufl}tMiv 
tbmr''8d65isy(^n<»'couldinot'M'tMst«d4o'ch8nbttj''bbtdMnau<Aid'fMU«ll^^ 
arrangetnent.  In  tfiis  opinlon^'«iriidh  he  Mm!tti«ipBp«-,'MoNiifi8ianlB«lbw 
agreed:  rs^etnoat  i«p»rtftiftt<piirt-pf  ftepapertvgards tbeiMlmrU9»i>t«ttfai 
whom  yon  wewrtff'OOBowlt-tfw'  ldBrfehiMld^»p|WltittM'«f'|*— ■ilpj«tarmt' 

./.  )v^ri/  .ft  .-.7  {\y:yn. 
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«Tent  of  a  ctiai^  of  oircimudaBceg,  nod  apon  yoar  iMrer  approtcli  totlw 
Spanish  n-imiee.  Uvda  Ae  oirciinKbinoeof  tliete  being  no  -ComnMnder  i» 
Gfakf,  tbe  ammgem^nit  noV'  nude  atoms  the  mott  reasonable, and  I  trust, 
will  remore  all  the  difficulty  and  ereu  daa^r  that  must  have  ottMod  from 
any  oAei  than  tbe  most  direct  and  expeditioua  correspondence  and  concert 
between  yourself  and  the  military  officers  actually  in  comnund  of  the  {«n- 
cipal  Spanish  anny. 

A  copy  of  tbe  aoiwer,  with  ibe  ABrrtMian,  is  iacbnedy  No.  9.  Indepen' 
dent  i>£  l^.'^VMstinn  ofconccrt,  you  will  obarrre  that  orders  have  been  giren 
tfl  l^e .  Cfiptain  General  in  Gallicia,  (o  give  every  twistanoe'iD  the  troops 
Qqpii^  froiq  porunna.  It  wouhl  seem'  ag  if  Moi;*.  Escano  had  notexactly 
uodOvteod  the, first  part  of  my  paper,  which  waa  introduced  hy  way  of 
^ffi^atLlioa,  to  General  Reding.  As  you  appear  to  oonslder,  as  do  also  tbv 
Goyti^naMnty  and  1  know  not  of  any  good  reason  to  suppose  otfa«rwlte,  that 
tbf:  amuigenieam  made  for  the  subsistence  of  the  troopt  upon  Uiek  march  are 
quficient,  it  is  unnecessary  to  dvany  thing  farther.  I  have  oommuniaaled 
to  MolPi  &cano  the  march  of  tbe  column  diroof^  Spain;  and  I  have  abo, 
£»  fy^T  oi  aqy  miflake,  apprized  hint  of  the  large  dfsembatkation  of  cavalry 
tfast  tb^m^y  soon  expect  at  Coniaiui..  This  iolbrmation  will,  bowerer, 
bwe  bWI  ^Ire^dy  gireo  by  Sir  David  Baild  to  tbe  Spanish  Autborily  ia 
Gtllicia,  byirbom  alooe  forage,  ftc.  can  be  provided.  With  reapectto 
tilt;  fortnation  of  n^^gazuies,  afler  the  army  shall  have  united,  or  have  con- 
4«dqd  thair  murch,  thei«  drruigeeae^ts  wUb  the  Spanish  Goyemment  solely 
lyiOng  to  iUt.  Kennedy,  and  be  wit)  probably  mal^e  a  Teport  upon  this  »!>• 
jgati  tQ  tbfi  CtHsmissary  Getttfal,  P^  3,  is  a  letter  iron  Captain  Wbitting. 
bwa,  in  aaswerto  onf)  from  pe,  acDonpanyiog  nay  teqoest  to  General  Cas- 
^nos^  (hat  be  would  supply  the  infornrntiofi  prevtsed,  upon  hia  arrival  at  his 
^|idtquai1«r^.   ,  Z  have  not  yet  received  Genenil  Castanoa's  rrply. 

1  shall  s^  by  a  courier,  to-^nomrw,  a  copy  of  tbe  aqswer  of  Honiieur 
£s«am,  naspeeting  Ibe  «p«cert  tt  eptfatiow,  batb  (o  Genefol  CastBooa  and 
Cglwd  Graham,  and  I  shall  beg  both  tbe  one  and  tJhe  otha  to  act  at  once 
%K)OTd^.to  the  full  spirit  of  tbe  Mw^ntioa. 

^  I  aQlMny  (o.ipform  you,  tbat  it  was  believied  at  Aimibeai  that  tbe  Fieaeh 
iJMttQPived  aKinforcMoeRt of  10^600 ttten^ 

J  l.ahvll.  fttead  to  tbe  dire^ona  oontaiBed  in  your  letter.  We  have  m> 
wired. ftceHiQta of Hr.  Fi«nV arrival atCorwina.  I  write  to  GenemlHope 
io.lnfonii  hiiR  of  my  moaining  here,  by  yow  ordws,  aad  of  ray  being  ready 
ift  fi«l>^qnMMB4iaEiemti)iay  cotainwtKlBbeaajritoTe  for  me. 

(Signed)  W.  BENTINCK. 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  William  Behmtic  to  Lord  'VttxfoUrk 
CastUreagh ;  dated  Madrid^   lith  Novemhcr,  ISCte.^C  CJne  Fni 
.    closure.) 

AS  the  i«porU,lie[e«ith  traoBiaitted 
of  their  conteqU  sot  applipt^le  tp  the.piesent  state 
jHIEiKVvHl'^'ctorr  to^QucLardsh^i  th«tthe  who! 
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Major-GMieral  St.  Jaan  has  been  afSpoliiM  focoHeet  the  peraains  o^the 

Grtnin\adt)Tan  division ',  to  Ihcsc  are  to  -be  addrtl  -fiOOO  or  6000  men  that 

niaicbed  from  Madrid  yesterday,  and  aboat  8000  men  coming  from  the 

Soath  ;  in  the  coarse  of  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  he  will  have  nnder  hts 

command  about  S0,000mp.  .  I  have  been  much  struck  with  thAgood  seMse, 

intelligence, ^d  leasouablencss  of  thisoflfcerjand  his reputalion  stands  veij 

sigh;.  I  ha^  much  conyersalion  with  hiiti'  aron  fhs  preietit  sitoatien  of 

things."  H«   proposes  io  adopt  tVi  foUtiil'lh^' plan  of  operatlcms  fm^bls 

~        '  ,  he  presamen,  as*is  ihont  probable; 

lb  Ebro,  and-  thetlan^r  being  thua 

d  'for  the  cencehtraiioD  and-  bettet' 

ill  advance  to  ftargos ;  but  should 

that  tbe'enemy  mil  tbenaclTBticai 

ng  is  'pomibW  at  Aranda,  wMMot 

Aire,  he  win  take  the  ruWiofVaUft^ 

n  seems  to  mem  all  rennets judi> 

receive  6d  'iMncea  ftttta  Sir  J«bQ 

«  glad'tbreoeive'lhe-hUegtiatdli'' 

army;  thefirstdivisiohof OenerEil 

arding  to  the  present  arran|^meot^ 

rember,:  the  nine  other  diriBiont  in 

he  nine  successive  days ;  the  roatt 

sent'to'mcet  a  Brifbh  «fiocr  of  (ht 

rites  me  word  in  a  letfer  dated  (h* 
lOtb'j  that  in  six  or  seven  days  he  should  have  assembled  at  Sadamanca 
ISjOOO  infantry,  and  one  brigade  of  artillery ;  he  propoeesnot  to  move  be^ 
jond  Salamanca,  until  the  army  are  united  j  hoiVfar  the  union  of  the  army, 
and  its  future  operations  are  likely  to  be  effected  by' the  moTements  of  th* 
French],!  shall  q&a  an  opinion  presently. 

'''  rmust  not  disgiiisfi  from  your  Lordship  that  I  think  very  uofiiTourably 
of  the  aiEiini  of  Spain.  I  presume  nobody  doubts  that  Buonaparte  will  make 
ftgr^t'pusi),  that  he' will  act  with  his  accustomed  vtgoar,  in  the  hope  of 
1>^ing  a^le^  by  a.  series  of  victories,  to  subdue  the  Spanteh  spirtti  It  cannot 
%c  doiibted  but  that  Be  lias  come  witli  a  very  large  army.  I  should  think  it 
Wonld  tw'a  lojTcalcii'lattoh  tA'  estimate  his  forte  at  100,000,  <>f  ^hich  at  least 
lS,6ro  ire  taVa^ry.  .  SUke*s 'army  is  for  the  present  hors  du  combat.  The 
mAj  hnniediitle  meajis'  of  fcbist^n^  (QOHftS  ^  the  army  of  Castuws  and 
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'Palafax.  Againit  tbete,  J  thiok  Bbnapaile  can  btimg  anperior  iiiimbHr^ 
autl.a  ver/  superior  caralry.  Thwarniy  isalaoin  want  of  clothings  of  mor 
ney,  and  of  prorisioDs.  \Ss  spirit^  however^  .iq  reprcseoted  to  be  excellent, 
and  Colonel  Graham,  in  whose  opinion  I  have  great  reliance,  speaks  yery 
confidently  of  the  event  of  a  battle.  If,  However,  it  shonld  happen  (hat 
the  French  are  victorious,  it  must  be  expected  that  the  arm;  will  advance, 
and  occupying  Bkcentiaand  Vallatlolid,  may  endeavour  to  prevent  the 
juBotion  of  our  troops  from  Corunna,  or  of  (he  anny  of  General  Blnke  with 
_ouT  main  corps.  I  know  not  ihe  proposed  plan  for  the  co-0[)eration  of  the 
army  of  thclrO,  but  it  is  supposed  that  the  Marquis  de  la  Romana  will 
direct  General  Ulitke  to  leave  (he  mountains,  and  to  join  the  nrarest  j(oops 
(o  ihc  right.  If  the  French  allow  this  operation  to  be  made,  and  that  (ho 
British  aimy  uniteil  shall  i>e  enabled  to  fitrm  a  junclioji  with  Gcjicrals  Bbke 
and  St,  Jnnn,  there  will  be  collected  together  a  very  formidable  force,  and 
cBpable  of  making  head  against  Ihe  enemy.  Uul  should  tlic  Bri.iiih  army 
cither  not  be  able  to  unite,  nr  the  junction  of  Gi'ncral  BlaKc  not  (nkc  place, 
il  seems  hardly  possible  for  Sir  John  Moore  to  resist  the  concentrated  attack 
that  wilt  be  made  upon  him.  This  case  is  the  most  probable  one,  in  my 
judgment,  nnd  it  seems  important  that  every  remedy  against  disasters,  and 
every  means  of  strengthening  Ibe  British  furce,  should  be  immediatetj 
ailoptcd.  With  this  view  it  is  my  intention  (o  write  to  Sir  Harry  Burrard, 
stating  the  critical  situation  of  affairs,  and  my  opinion  of  the  urgency  of 
Jwwardingto-the  frontier  all  the  British  and  Portuguese  force  that  can  be 
collec(ct).  Notwithstanding  I  think  ill  of  the  present  moment,  and  (hnt  (he 
Spaniards  have  not  the  meaqs  at  present  iorejiel  Uie  danger  that  threatens, 
ilill  I  have  coolidence  in  the  unconquerable  spirit  of  Ihe  nation,  Thej 
■want  time,  which  unfortunately  the  activity  of  Bonaparte's  movements  will 
not  allow  them.  Bttt  great  as  tlie  success  of  the  French  may  be,  the  Spa- 
niards will  be  able  again  to  assemble  at  the  south  of  Madrid  in  every  pro- 
vince, and  in  their  mountains  they  will  be  able  to  carry  the  same  dettruc* 
tive  wariare  which  has  once  cleared  Spain,  much  more  unprovided  with  Ibe 
means  of  annoyance  than  she  is  at  present.  Bat  the  early  or  distant  period 
of  anccess  must  always  depend  upon  the  extent  of  assistance  in  well  disci- 
plined infantry,  and  in  cavalry  in  parliculai,  which  caa  be  given  by  Great 
Britain.  ,. 

I  haveloacknowTe'Jgethereceipt  of  your  Lordship's  letters  of  the  Island 
St7th  of  October.    That  of  the  1st  October  only  reached  me  on  the  4lh  No- 
vember.   I  have  submitted  the  question  respecting  the  supply  of  oats  and 
AFPEN.  I< 
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iMf  tevi  fiagluA  tm  Kr  2oha  U/^w'b  ogiDba.    I  bun  dueled  LIeat»' 
nuit-ColoiHl  Dayle  to  go  into  CtUbaia. 

I  liaVe  the  honour  to  be,&c. 

W.  BENTINCK. 


Cutenw'  'fni^,  gtklfmtmber,  1808. 
MY  DEAR  LORD, 

Captain  Wbittikgham  meant  lo  have  wrilten  to  Lord 
Castlereagh  hj  the  General's  courier  to-day  j  but  he  bas  just  seat  me  word 
that  he  ie  unable  to  move  from  a  yioleiit  rheumatism,  owing  to  hb  having 
-got  very  wet  the  other  day  while  oppressed  wilh  a  bad  cold.  He  desires 
me  to  inform  you  of  this,  and  to  let  you  know  that  the  movement  across  the 
Ebro,  which  was  determined  on  la  tbe  Council  of  War  on  the  fill  instant, 
will  Dot  take  place. 

From  all  the  information  received,  it  appears  to  be  the  design  of  the  ene- 
my to  come  down  in  force  on  this  side  from  Logrono,  &c.  and  the  General 
has  determined  to  support  tbe  troops  left  at  Carahorra,  and  to  take  op  a 
.pusilion  from  thence  vrith  his  left  extending  across  tbe  plain  towards  the 
.mountains  at  Amido^  wilh  the  lemainder  of  the  troops  in  a  second  line  of 
cantonments,  the  right  at  Alfaro,  and  the  left  up  towards  Fctero.  This  se- 
cond line,  however,  will  be  very  incomplete,  unless  the  Aragonese  troops 
come  over  to  fill  it  up* 

Tbe  member  of  the  Junta,  Pala^ox,  set  out  early  yesterday  morning  to 
Ezca,  in  consequence  of  tbe  expectation  of  the  movement  across  t&e  Ebro 
taking  place.  On  receiving  this  intelligence  concerning  Ibe  plans  of  tbe 
enemy,  (rendered  still  more  probable  by  the  acconnt  the  General  recdved 
from  Blake,  of  his  being  forced  to  retire,)  an  ex  press  was  sent  after  Palafoz, 
who  is  expected  back  here  this  morning. 

It  is  hoped  that  his  order  to  General  0*NeiI  will  induce  hiiri  to  march 
from  Sanguessa  without  a  moment's  delay,  and  without  waiting  for  any  or- 
ders from  the  Captain  General  of  Aragon. 

If  this  corps  arrives  in  time,  the  army  will  be  altogether  about  50,000 
men,  and  in  a  good  position,  with  the  mountains  on  Ibeir  left,  and  rear,  to 
retire  into  by  Agreda  and  Seira,  in  case  of  defeat 

tbe  troops  are  now  moring  forrard  fcom  this,  ttod  bead  quarters  wilt 
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news  MDn.. 

Ever  most  tn\j  yoai'i^ 
(SisKd)  THOMAS  ORAIUU. 

No.  XXIV. 

Extract  of  <t  letter  from  Major-General  Lord  Wmtam  BaHbteH^ 
to  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Viscount  Castterragh  ;  dated  Ma- 
drid, 21  St  November,  1808. 

I  HAVE  to  ackaowtedge  the  receipt  of  jrour  three  lelten^  dafed 
tbe  Qd  of  Norember. 

I  bare  little  news  to  caminaDicate.  The  C8plaia*Geiiefal  of  Caatile  Ja- 
formed  me  tOMlay,  that  a  part/  of  1000  iuJMtrjr  and  1 ,500  hone  bad 
approached  the  Somo  Sierra,  where  General  St.  Juan,  with  8^000  men*  ar« 
posted.  General  St,  Juan  stated,  that  faa  could  not  aoawer  for  their  «it 
beiag  tb«  advanoed  guard  of  a  larger  foree. — The  head  of  General  Hope's 
column  arrired  at  the  Escurial  to-day.  He  aasemblea  there  all  bis  iofantr/, 
to  allow  the  cavalry  iu  the  rear  divisions  to  precede  the  c<dumn ;  General 
Sleitart,  with  the  18th,  trill  eoler  Madrid  on  the  34th.— The  march  of  lhi« 
coluEDo  becomes  rather  critical,  as  there  is  nothing  wfaaterer  between  it  and 
the  enemy. — I  cannot  however  think  that  tbe  French  will  push  on,  as  long 
as  the  army  of  the  centre  and  of  Aragon  have  not  been  beaten.  We  are  in 
hourly  expectation  of  bearing  of  tlie  result  of  the  attack  that  was  to  hare 
been  made  upon  ttie  French  in  Navame  by  Generals  Castanos  and  Falafoz. 

In  case  of  the  British  anny  being  oblig^  to  retreat,  I  hare  communicated 
to  Sir  John  Moore  the  wish  ef  the  Spanish  Govemmnit,  that  he  should  fall 
back  upon  the  centre  of  Spain,  in  preference  to  a  movement  <ut]ier  towards 
Gallicia  or  Portugal. 

I  shall  set  out  oo  the  S4tb  to  join  the  army  at  Salamanca. 

No.  XXV. 

Copy  af  a  Letter  from  JUevletumt-General  Sir  John  Mowe  to 

Xonf  Vlictmt  Cutteremfh. 

LutoKy  9th  Oetoher,  1S(M. 
MY  LORD, 

.   lHADthehoi)oirtenceiTe9atkef«iui;offlifr6tliiBBt.]R>« 
lordiUp*t  IflMsE  of  Ukc  SUh  Septenbcr,  Moaonaaag  to  me  that  fau  Hftjesty 
l8 
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had  been  graciou^y  pleased  toinlrusllotne  the  command  in  chief  of  a  corps 
of  troops,  not  less  Jhan  30,000  infiitifry  aiwl  5,000  cdvalry,  which  bis  Ma- 
jesty had  dctermindlo  employ  in  the  North  of  Spain. 

I  beg  yonr  Lordship  will  convey  to  his  Majesty  the  hijjh  sense  I  have  of 
the  honour  be  has  thus  conferred  upon  me,  and  that  you  niH  assure  his 
Majesty  that  I  have  nothing  more  at  heart  thpn  Ihe  good  of  his  service ; 
that  my  best  ncertions  shall  not  be  -wanting  to  promote  its  success,  and  I 
can  only  be  happy  tn  proportion  as  I  shall  be  able  to  fulfil  his  wishes,  and  to 
justify  in  any  degree  the  trust  which  he  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  repose 
in  me. 

I  shall  take  au  early  opportunity  to  communicate  with  your  Lordship 
on  the  various  matters  contained  in  your  lale  dispatclies,  dated  the  S5th 
and  26!h  September.  At  present  I  can  do  litlle  more  than  to  acknowledge 
their  receipt,  and  (o  state  that  it  is  my  intention,  as  it  was  (hut  of  Sir  Harry 
Butrard,  to  move  with  the  troops  from  this,  on  Almeida  and  Ciudnd  llodri- 
go  ;  this  movement,  your  Lordship  will  observe  by  Lord  Bentinck's  letter* 
of  the  Sd  instant,  is  recommended  by  the  Spanish  Generals,  and  I  think  it 
preferable,  for  many  reasons,  toa  movement  by  sea  to  Corunnn,  which,  at 
this  seiison  would  be  tedious  and  uncertain,  and  where  the  country,  already 
exhausted  hy  General  Rlake's  army,  will  perhaps  scarcely  be  able  to  sup- 
ply the  efpiipment  required  to  enable  the  corps  under  Sir  David  Baird,  when 
landed,  to  move  forward. 

The  march  from  this  will  be  by  three  routes,  Coinibra,  Guarda,  and  Alcan* 
tara  ;  one  regiment  will  begin  its  march  the  day  after  to-morrow  on  Coim- 
brn,aiKl  all  may  be  forwarded  (o  a  short  distance  on  their  clifTcrent  routes, 
in  the  course  of  eight  or  ten  days  ;  but  when  Ihey  will  be  able  to  proceed 
farther,  or  to  pa^s  the  frontier  of  Portugal,  it  is  impossible  for  me  at  this 
instant  to  say  ;  it  depends  upon  a  knowleilgc  of  the  coniitry,  which  I  am 
still  wilhuu',andon  cummissariat arrangements  yet  unmOde,  but  every  effort 
ghall  be  made  by  me,  and  by  those  under  me,  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an 
object  before  the  rains  set  in. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  mentioning'  the  very  great  asistance  I  receive 
from  Sir  Harry  Burrard,  who  acts  with  a  degree  of  candour  of  which  few 
people  would  be  capable  under  such  circumstances ;  he  seems  on  this  occa- 
sion to  put  himself  aside,  and  to  give  everything  to  me,  and  toa  service  he 
thinks  tlic  iQost  important,  with  as  much  liberality  as  if  he  uere  himself  per- 
•onally  concerned  in  the  conduct  of  it.  I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c, 
(Signed)  JOHN  MOORE,  LieatenaDt-GeDcial, 

To  yiicount  Ccutkreagh,  lie,  lie.  tic. 
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Extract  qf  a  Letter  from  Licutenatit-General  Sir  John  Moore  to 
Lord  ytgcount  Castlereagh. 

Liiioa,  \8th  October,  180S. 
SINCE  I  bad: the  hohour  (o  write  to  yoa  upon  the  9th 
iaatant,  I  bare  receircd  ^'our  Lordtibip's  liiKer  of  the  30th  September,  en- 
closing copies  of  your  instruction  to  Sir  David  Baird,  and  of  your  letter  to 
Lord  Wiltiam  |leatinck,  a  statement  of  the  transports,  &c.  and  a  paper  of 
the  Marquis  of  Romana,  on  the  line  of.marcb  from  Cornnna  to  Ciistille.  I 
immediately  wrote  to  inform  Sir  David  Baird  of  my  intention  to  march  the 
whole  oftlie  troops  by  land,  and  to  preT(?nt  his  sending  round  the  transports 
toSt.  Andero  orCorunna  ;  but  bad  I  wished  to  send  any  part  of  the  army  by 
sea,  I  cotild  have  doqe  it  without  the  aid  of  these  transports,  ns  there  still 
remain  here,  after  Iheembarlcationofihe  French,  tonnnge for  12,000  men. 

I  bare  received  letters  within  these  two  days  from  Lord  Wiltiam  Bcn- 
tinck,  from  Madrid  of  the  8th  instant,  in  which  he  mentions  that  the  Spa- 
nish Government  had  been  thrown  into  a  eonsidcrable  degree  of  alarm,  in 
consequence  of  a  letter  intercepted  from  the  Governor  of  Br yonne  toMorsbul 
Jourdan,  informing  him  that,  between  the  I6th  October  and  llic  I6th  No. 
vember,  66,000  infantry,  and  from  5  to  7,000  cavalry,  would  enter  Spain. 
■  Lord  William  seems  to  consider  this  alarm,  upon  the  whole,  as  sahitary, 
although  he  gives  credit  to  the  contents  of  (he  letter,  as  the  former  supine* ' 
ness,  confidence,  and  indifference  to  the  existing  danger,  had  been  sue' 
oeeded  by  a  state  of  great  activity;  the  troops  from  Madrid  had  been  order. 
cd  to  advance  by  double  marches.     tJUencrnl  Castanos  was  sent  to  tlienrmy, 
andadeterminationwa8cometoappoinlMr.Morla,ofCadiz,  Minister  forthe 
War  Deportment,  a  man  of  whose  ability  and  energy  of  character  mucli  bene- 
fit was  to  be  expected  ;  a  letter  was  also  written  to  Mr.  Stuart,  by  Count 
Florida  Blanca,  to  press  the  immediate  junction  of  the 
letters  to  which  I  barf  written  both  to  Mr.  Stuart  and  1 
10th  instant  would  infoAn  them   of  thesuocours  coming 
the  measures  I  was  taKing'to  accelerate  the  march  of  t\ 
possible  to  be  more  anxious  than  I  am  to  get  forward 
tttke  forward  troop«  without  the  means  to  enable  tliem 
Hght  llie  equipment  Ihave  fired,  ycfthe  diflrculty  of  procuring  it  is  very 
eornideiaUe}  acUlta  l^acomminnriM  extremely 'zcslou^y'bot  quite n'^V/' 
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and  inexperknced  in  llie  importaiit  dulic*  whlcb  it  now  falla  to  Iheh;  1st  to 
rxeoute.  I  am  however  sulBcitnll/  oftare  oTlhe  importance  of  eves  Iho 
name  of  a  BrilUli  army  (n  Spain,  and  1  am  hnn^ing  ai  much  aa  potriUe  i 
the  grmteet  partofthe  troopeare  in  motion.  In  the  course  «^  (bh  week,  att 
will,  I  hope,  be  clear  of  Listen ;  u  Mom  as  they  are  Traced  on  tbeir  di^rent 
roBtn,  aad  I  bave  coaeluded  the  arrangement  here,  I  shall  leave  the  conduct 
of  the  marohea  to  theGenemU  oonduolifijf'tbedifieKnt  columns,  and  shall 
proceed  myiplf  direct  to  Almeida,  1o  detef  nine  tbeir  fhrtber  noTemenl, 

I  have  iceeivod  no  report  yet  of  the  arrival  of  Sir  DaTid  BaM ;  I  expect- 
it  daily,  and  I  have  already  uwt  two  staff  efRcera  fo  join  htm. 

(Signed)  JOHN  MOORE?,  LleotemratHGenerkl. 

To  tacounl  Quibrettgit,  Jtc.  4».  Ac 

No.  XXVII. 

Copy  of  a  Letierfrom  Lieutmanl-General   Sir  John  Jtlaore  to. 
JLord  ViacQunl  Castlereagh- 

MY  LORD, 

EVERY  tblngu  now  dear  of  liubon,  ex«eyt  ^wa  in^gwefttai 
wbich  niarch  to*oiomw  tnd  the  day  toUowug,  aa4  I  sb«tt  njwdf.  Jmv*  it. 
in  a  covple  of  honrs. 

I  am.  under  tlio  neoe^sM^  of  Msding  LwHtcMntHGfMnl  H*|ie  with  tb« 
ncHUery,  cavalry,  and  a,cQreaof  infiMitryi  in-  all  a^uiQOQO  menyliiy  thft 
grca^  ro^  heading  from  Badajo*  toMndrid>«*«vQvy  in(brai«tioafiffeed  thati 
no  other  was  fit  foe  the  arlUlery,  or  could  l>e  recomDMndfd  for  tlw  CBFalry., 
This  is  a  ^eat  roand,  and  vilt  sep*rate  th»  «»rp»  for  a  tii^e  fnNa  ibe  lest 
of  the  army,  but  there  IS  no  bolp  for  it.  Tbo  road  fvas  to  tb#  lt^fl;  a  etiorl 
distance  from  Madrid,,  and  l^ads.  upon  E(pii)a,.fH)aiwlwnic«UoaBbe  ditected 

uponYalladqUd  and  BuTgos^orwhalcrer  other  9l9C«m4ykb»,^'*^[g^'>^l^'><'^ 
be»t  for  ifae  assembly  of  the  army. 

Sir  David  Baird  arrived  at  Coninua  on  the  l^th  init.  iNlil  m  U  httd  Mt  betn, 
previously  neiified  (o  the  Ontral  Juati^  be  wv  WA  yxrwtted  to  land  bin 
troops  until  an  answer  wa«  leoeivM  fi»m  Mttdrid.  I  b«ve  npt  beaid  ham. 
Sir  David  Baird  since  tfant  anpwer  was  tttarsedibutt  eoickde  that  ho  landed 
onlbeSlet,  I  hAve  written  to  him  to  m3Kcb«(NM)  i«tQTga«afl  span  a*  bis  corps* 
is  equipped,  with  the  infaatry  wi)lckmvclit4  horn  thit 4H«lt<upoa  Almeid«. 
^nUQiudftdftgdri^.    Isb«UiM^ai?«|ic()^«s4SiybiMm».ii«tttlAiict]r|^ 
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vulcr  Buird  and  Ho^  apptoftdi  Asto^p^aiidEapuiBybuttlullooUeottfaeia 
in  Alnoidft,  Ciudad  ilodrigo,  and  SafauDtnca.  Thu  at  least  is  my  inten- 
ti»n  at  pment,  and  I  tball  conuder  mywtf  fwrtuaate  if  tbej  reach  tbaae 
I^ca  bo(on  tb«  Ant  rains,  -which  in  general  laat  uk  or  eight  days,  and  fall 
10  heavy  that^  during  their  continuance,  the  troopa  tmut  halt. 

I  have  dlKcted  Sit  Duvfd  Baird  to  (bnn  a  small  depJU  of  provisioiu  and 
ammnmlion  at  Astorga.  I  am  endeavouring  to  form  ode  at  Almeida,  bat 
the  difBeuIty  of  carriage  through  Portugal  Is  such,  that  it  is  eztremel/ 
doubtful  wlwtber  it  trill  be  found  la  time  to  be  of  much  use ;  as  we  advance, 
Corulioa  must  be  the  place  ^om  whence  our  supplies  frotti  England  arc 
drawn,  Lisbon  and  Portuj^l  b«eoide  then  of  no  use  to  us ;  I  have,  however, 
under  present  circumstances,  and  until  the  army  is  united,  thought  it  right 
to  request  Sit  Charles  Cotton  not  to  send  home  thtt  transporla,  and  to  this 
lie  has  consetited,  anieat  he  should  be  otherwke  directed  froiA  England. 
Some  ordnance  and  otbCT  ships  ahonld  at  any  rate  be  Itfft  at  Lisbon  for  tbfe 
conveyance  of  such  stores  and  provisions  as  may  be  wanted  to  Cornnna. 

Colonel  Lopet,  lh6  oftter  sent  to  me  from  Madrid,  was  with  me  two 
days,  he  is  now  gone  to  aid  General  Hope's  march.  He  is  very  confidAit 
fliat  we  shall  not  want  supplies,  and  it  is  up6n  this  general  assurance  oftht 
Spanish  GoVettlUMkl,  that  I  am  leading  the  army  into  Spain  Vilhout  any 
ftfitabtikbetf  magnines.  In  this  situatiob  nothing  is  mote  essentially  reqi^BilA 
than  money,  and  onfortunalely  we  have  been  ableio  procure  here  very  little. 
Sir  Datid  BalM  tin  come  without  any,  and  hb  troops  paid  only  to  the  S4th 
fet^tecober,  and  from  this  tre  could  oftly  send  him  8,000/.  Mr.  Enkine 
has,  T  bdiere,  wHIten  npOh  thb  subject,  and  I  should  hope  that  a  supply 
was  nott  on  its  piuiage. 

It  Is  my  intention,  aa  soon  as  I  have  Made  the  necessary  arrangfeitaent  fbt 
tbe  trOctps  at  Almeida,  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  Sec.  to  go  for  a  few  days  tit  Madrid  t 
no  Ommander  in  Chief  is  yet  named ;  and  f  fear  ibe  consequences,  should 
the  French,  reinforced,  be  able  to  act  offensively,  and  the  different  Spanish 
trDties  continue  to  be  directed  by  a  Council  arriving  at  Madrid. 

I  have  tba  bobdui  to  btf,  &c. 

(SigDtd)  JOHN  HOOHE. 

Sight  Him,  VucouM  CattUreagh, 
lie.  tic.  Jra. 
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No.  XXVIII. 

Extract  of  a  tetter  from  Lieutenaht-GemralSir  John  Moore  to  Lord 

Viscount  CasHereagh. 


come  ill.  by  corpp  in  suffOfision.  ^ 

,  The  llijree  divisioss  »)'  iofuntry  wliicJi  marr lied  under  Licutcnant-Gcneral 
Fraser,  Major  Generals  I'agct  and  Bere»rord,  ari-  now  all  here,  lo<r(!tbiir  ivilb 
wliicli^  with  irifitiilc  difljciili^,  follmvcil  iUe  road  by, 
^So  Bliincp, _  .One  {jrijiitdt-oririfaJilry,  wliich  left  Itisbou 
-^!!g^"^KSi«^^St  is  cmplojrtl  in  ilie,  escort  of'  llio  ordnunc^^and  otliei; 
"^^*^^^™5^i^gH!irdi'tg  for  the  service  of  the  imny.  ,  .  , 

performed  llus  m^irdi  well,  i^i  siiitu  of  very  bad  wcaiher^ 
r  saw ;  their  ain)i'ari(nce  wjw  is  as  good,  aud  Iheit 
^idi  better,,!  ha  it  wliui.  they.  left  J^isibon... 
HTeTr  conductupoii  ilu;  mnrch,  and'nince  ibeir  airrtvid  here,  has  been  ex- 
pnjplary  ;.  all  this  does  tlicmlionour,  andmarjis  strongly  I  lie  csre  niid  aljeii^ 
tion  of  the  GcncraU  and  oflicers  uho  conduuled  the  marehes,  and  who  are 
in  the  iinmediale  command  of  the  (roops. 

Licixlenant.Gencriil  Hope,  with  the  corps  which,  raarchcfl. from  Bad^Joi, 
ill  the  direction  of  Madrid,  will  arrive,  with  llic  head  of  thai  iJivi:>io[i,  at 
Arivolaon  the  25lh,  where  I  have  ordered  it  (o  halt  and  close  up.  The  lirst 
of  the  troops  under  Sir  Uavid  Baird,  from  Oorunna,  reached  Astor^  oit  l!ie 
13th,aDd  the  whole,  including  the  7lh,  ] 0th,  and  I5tb  dragoons,  will  bo 
assembled  there  about  the  5lh  of  December,  before  which  lime  Gen.  Ilopc'a 
corps  will  also  be  collected  at  Arivula. 

If  we  are  not  interrupted,  the  junction  of  the  army  will  be  effi^ed  early 
in  the  next  moolh.    But  the  French,  after  beating  the  army  of  £strcnia> 
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dara,  are  adranced  at  Ba^os.  General  Stake's  army  in  BUcajr  hag  bees 
delcated,disper*ed,  and  i(B  officers  and  aoldiers  are  flying  ii  every  diiectim  ;■ 
and  the  armies  of  Castano*  aad  PaJafox,  on  the  Ebio  and  Alagon,  are  at 
too  great  a  distance  to  render  me  the  smalkst  Bssistaoce.  Uod^  such  cip> 
cumstaocea  the  junctioo  of  this  army  becomes  exceedia^j  precariuns,  and. 
requires  to  be  conducted  with  much  circumspection.  I^ould  the  French 
'  advance  upon  us  before  it  is  effected.  Sir  David  Baird  must  redire  upon  C6- 
ninna,  and  I  shall  be  forced  to  fall  back  upon  Portugal,  or  to  join  General 
Hope,  and  retire  upon  Madrid. 

The  iaformatioo  which  yonr  Lordahip  tnust  already  be  in  possenion  of«- 
renders  it,  perhaps,  less  necessary  for  me  to  dvdt  upon  (he  state  of  aSiiirs  in 
Spain,  so  di&rent  from  that  which  was  to  be  expected .  Had  the  real  strength 
and  composition  of  the  Spani^  armies  been  known,  and  the  defenceleaa 
atate  of  the  country,  I  conceive  that  Cadis,  and  not  Comnna,  wonld  have 
bettn  chosen  for  the  disembarkatioa  of  the  troops  from  England;  and  SevUIe 
or  Cordova,  not  Salamanca,  -would  have  been  Mdccted  as  tba  prejin'  place 
for  the  assembling  of  this  army. 

The  Spanish  Government  do  not  seem  ever  to  have  cmtemplated  the  poi- 
sibiUty  of  a  second  attack,  and  are  certainly  quite  unprepared  to  meet  that 
which  is  now  made  upon  them — their  armies  all  inferior  even  in.nombek 
to  the  French  ;  that  which  Ulakn  commanded,  including  Komana's  corps, 
did  not  exceed  37,000  men,  a  great  preportiori  of  diem  mere  peasantry. 
The  armies  ofCasfanoe  and  Palafox  united  do  not  now  exceed  40,000,  and 
are  not,  I  suspect,  of  a  better  description,  and  nntil  lately  they  were  much 
-weaker.  In  the  provinces  no  armed  force  whoever  exists,  either  for  itniiie- 
diate  pToteetioD,  or  to  reiaforoe  the  armm.  1^  Preach  cavaliy  from 
Burgos,  in  small  detachments,  are  ovev-mnniiig  the  proTtnce  of  Leon',; 
laisiDg  contributions,  to  which  the  inhabitanta  submit  without  the  least  r^ 
sistance.  The  enthusiasm  of  which  we  have  heard' so  much  no  where  ap> 
fwais,  whatever  good'will  there  is  (and  I  believe  amongst  the  lower  orden 
ther^  is  a  great  deal),  is  taken  no  advaataga  of. 
.  I  ant  at  this  momwt  in  bo  comimunication  with  any  of  the  Geaerals  com- 
naadiBg  the  Spanish  armies.  I  am  ignorant  of  their  plans,  or  of  those  of 
the  Goversment.  General  Castanaa,  with  whom,  after  repeated  api^ica- 
lioK,  I  was  denied  lo  oommanicate,  for  the  purpose  of  cbmbinii^  the  opera- 
tions of  the  British  aimy,  was  derived  of  his  command  at  the  moment  I 
had  bepua  my  corrapeadence  with  him.  The  Bfarquis  of  Romana,  who. 
kaiyoinlBd  his  auccuHHT,  is  stUl  at  St.  Auder.    It  it  diOcrit  fof  me  l» 
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farm  u^  plas  £>r  nyself  tjej'iwd  lb«  awfmbly  (^  the  armj.  I  sbkll  Attt 
be  ia  a  state  to  undeitake  somethitig-;  aad  if  Ibe  Spaniards,  rottacd  by  ibciT' 
mislbftttaea,  assemble  round  us,  ttn(l  becume  once  more  eiif biuiaetic  aad  de< 
terraniad,  theic  may  alill  be  b^pes  of  expelUi^  tlie  French,  it  u  ny  vkb 
tb  ley  before  yoai  Lwdebip,  for  the  ialornialiaB  4)f  Goreramsnt,  tbiiif» 
exactly  as  they  are.  It  enswcrf  no  good  purposa  los^reteat  them  othfS-- 
iriee,  lurit  is  thus  that  «s  nrntt  meet  them. 

-  [feel  niKcfcs[toiid0ncy  niyfifl)f,^oi'dol  wuhrtowoite  Boy  in  otheis,  but 
oar  situation  is  likely  soon  to  become  an  ardaouB  one.  Herenes  mifst  ba 
eatpectsd,  on^tboirieh]  ain  c*nflde«tiUiBariny  wiH  alMnyadvita  duty,  yet 
tfttimat^«itDcMB'wU(dep<lKlbwiC(Up«alht'@fiHiiardstIie(B^tc>,  and  thatr 
efltfausiuJic  devotion  to  tbetr  conse,  tbsw  oh  ihe  efibrM  of  the  British,,  wbq,' 
vithoot  sobh'  aidj  axe.  not  sfef&cidill^'.iitMBeMut'  t»  tCBiBt  the  armtw  wbi^: 
will  be  imme^Mitety  oppwedto  then.  > 


£xiraSt'6J'a  f^r^ft'''froin_Lieutendnt-G^er/d,fiir  John  Moore  to 
Mfrd'Visrmint  ^astlefeagh. 

'■  >•  .   •■  r   '  ,       iloZaiaaiiea,  AbMnAtr  29,  tsos. ' 

,, . :      ,  I  RECEIVED  ycBtenday  JavoODga  tetter  from  Uri  atnarf, 

ittcloNP^tHVirfwi  LimeMHt>ColoDel.]%le.  fi«n  Saragassa,  MDoimek^' 
t)ia>tPt«l.tl(!/imt  fiftJu  Bn*)i  of  Cflftams  and  PaV^x.  My  jmetion  wKhSw' 
Qttffid  Burd,  nbi^  rtfasalwaiys  extremely  doobt^l,  tbou;^  I  was  dttet^ 
mined'Mtry-ittJs'beeoineticQBCfiive,  quite  impraoticBble;  but  if  this  anny- 
OQfild  he  united,  after  tbe  apeumeoa  we  bave  had  of  the  very  little  i«ria(-' 
anoe  oftiadby  Ibe  Spaniardf,  icbal  chaaoe  has  this  army  altme  of  resistiag' 
tbe  formidable  numbers  which  will  be  imtn«diat«ly  brought  against  it.  ■■  t- 
OQnceiYbtheBrttitb:.tra>ops^t«ttreieat».Jtid  of  tbe  Spanish  armiek,  b»t 'not 
singly.to  .reibtFidnc^ii  the  Spania^a  miide-noeffitiis.  ^y  pet^vorin^: 
leogec  ]  (hall  'certainly  sacniio»  tba  arnay,  Without  benefit  ing  Spajn^  I<  bare  - 
tfanrefoR>:determiiKdt»  retire.  IhaTe  ordersd  Sir  David  Baiid' to  Adlb«A 
oh  Contnns,  and  GenMU  Hi>ne,'to^  eMtiwroar  by  farced  asarcben,  to  joia 
ne at  tiHsptace.  Vhpm i4 a  oonsidnftble  cbanoe  tha* be«n^  ifa ialcnept- 
•ds  oPtWt  IM  iM>'b«  oblifcid  uJfylX  bMik'tiHDBgb4bv^aadanuu-oa  Aia-r- 
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drid.  I  sbdli;taaia  hweteloi^  w  IfcaOE  or  I  nM7Ji)akea;«MHremsiii  If 
my  rigbt,  to  protect  General  Hope,  but  1  bU»^I  imjpediateljr  take  a^^aaurqi 
to-relrea*  b70iiiaiidR*drigp,andeiitertt*fnwit»«of?ortugal.  . 
'  I  shall  be  in  want  at  provJuoDs  .thqre  for  «o  large  s  qorps,  but  my  ob^ 
wilt  be  to  remain  on  the  frontier  9$  loag  aa  poisible  to.coTU  LisboQt  tbc 
em&arfcUioB  of  thd-stores)  te. 

Bat  theSpaniudt  may  still  give  tlie;  Fr^>cb  more  .occMj)a(ioil«  .and  ihf 
difficnkies  of  the  oountf  y,  the  swelling  of  (he  riversj  &c.  may  prcveot  Uit 
Ffeadh  from  pAiIuDg  as  much,  9nd  eoable  me  to  Etand  for  9  time.  This 
time  cam  anly  be  waU  employed  in  withd^fiwiag.  tb«  firny,  which  can  do  a* 
good  here,  bst  irhkh,-  if  the  Spani«rd«i  rqiiMd,  and  got  tax  able  man  at  ibcic 
liead,  are  able  to  collect,  aad  to  roalie  battle  from  the^outb.  If  lao^ed  at 
CaAz  we  may  still  be  aaefal.  iha^e  ,deilir«d  Sir.Daridf  -tberefifrei-lp  ip* 
pair*  vbm  embarked,  to  the  Taga»,,aiid  I  should  hope  that  your  Lf^dship 
will  imnedtafdly  order  a  BB$ate«t  Biim^r  i^traaBports  from  Eagland  tore* 
ceire  the  armyt,  When  I  left  Liilwp,  tbive  was  lonnitge  (hers  ftv  l^iOOQ 
meiii  ]  shall  probably  have  «a  opy«:buii(y  of  writing  to  you  agaJB  v^J 
soon,  but  I  was  anxious  npt  to  detaa  Mr.  Vatighan,  whs  Catriw  thifi  fiA 
vhe  brevflbt  me  Ur.  Stuart's  lettfc  irom  Madrid.  I  shall  anwoosly  irait 
for  yenr  Lordship's  answer,  aodhope  to  find  that  the  depipu»  I  Juive  m^e 


I 
Op( 

.    Right  Hon.  Lard  VUoount  Qutkreaghy  Sic,  tg:.  Jsc,  ^ 

■    ■    ■    No'.'KXX.-    . 

Extract  qf  a  L^ter  frQin  ZUtttauuU-GeneraJ  ,S^  JoAff  Moofe  f^ 
yim»w^  Guttkeeugh.  ...  , 

.  Sultfh^itttt,  Vh  DtemliMr,  ^808., , 
I  HAD  tbe  boBaor  t»4ddq»8  ywr  I<wdihi{tOB'tbe  SOtb  J^o* 
vetdber,  and  to  inform  yvu  with  the  d«t«rrainattoB  I  bf)4  come  toip.  a^^rO', 
qveaoe  ef  the  defeat  of  the  arm^ef  Geoeml  Uu!tiM)oi4  Lieuteiwnt-G«ncml 
Umftj-wiA  the  di?  iaioa  hfttiwowtadst,  swiubiid  by  AvUft  to  airoid  tft^  sugen 
•bt  mmitj  bSMtt  vamyM  JM  pltiiii:aD4>MK^jAM)ii  d*.fisntx!ib  jiis)^ 
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\tagatm  firom  thn,  jesterdaj.  Hit  jdtictioo  is  thw  teonnd,  md  I  an  now 
preparing  to  fall  bacic  on  Ctudad  Rwiri^. 

The  enemy  has  directed  his  whole  force  lowmnla  Madrid,  which  will  pro- 
bably give  me  time  to  reach  Portagal  nnmolealed.  Bonaparte  is  al  Araads 
de  Douro :  rrinforcemisntsjoio  him  dail^. 

The  French  atlacked  and  carried  the  pass  of  SoiBO  Sierra  on  the  S9ih, 
which  opens  to  them  Ibat  of  the  Gnadarama,  and  thejr  are  in  postesnon  of 
Segovia.  The  few  Spanish  corps  opposed  to  them,  are  composed  of  fngi* 
tives  collected  from  the  beaten  armies,  and  the;'  offer  no  resistance.  1  have 
bad  no  oommnnication  with  Madrid  aiiice  the  90th  November  ;  the  inbabi* 
tanis  had  taken  up  arma  ;  were  barricadiog  the  streets,  and  expressed  a  de* 
termination  to  die  rather  than  to  submit.  How  long  the  populace  ef  a  large 
town  are  Hkelj  to  persevere  in  snch  reaelations,  or  how  long  thef  will  be 
able  to  wilbttan'd  the  formidable  attack  made  agaitiit  them,  1  cannot  say. 

Yonr  Lordship  may  beKeve  that  it  was  not  witiiout  much  reflection,  and 
exttremereliKlance,  that  I  determined  (o  withdraw  the  army  firotB Spain,  and 
to  abandon  a  cause,  for  (be  socoess  of  which  the  Government  are  so  much 
intoroted  and  the  public  miad  so  highlj  exalted. 

As  long  as  there  remained  an  army,  and  any  hope  of  resistance  on  the  part 
of  the  Spaniards,  I  was  determined  to  persevere,  at  all  risks,  in  the  junction 
of  the  army  ;  and  then,  if  General  Castanos  had  received  a  check,  or  been 
forced  to  retreat,  it  was  my  intention,  if  hnlhing  better  oflet«d,  io  march 
upon  Madrid,  from  whence,  getting  behind  the  Tagus,  we  should  havegivea 
the  Spaniards  an  opportunity  of  rallying  around  as,  and  have  shared 
their  furluoea.  This  intention  I  mentioned  to  janr  Lordship  in  my  letter  of 
the  S4th,  and  I  imparled  it  as  a  qnestton  to  Mr.  Frere  for  bis  opinion.  But 
the  sudden  defeat  of  Gener^  Castanos'  army  left  nothing  either  to  aid  me 
01  to  prevent  the  fiirther  pn^ress  of  (be  enemy. 

The  British  army  was  at  that  moment  on  its  march  io  collect  at  this  place 
and  Astoiga.  Geira-al  Hope,  with  the  head  <if  his  division,  was  at  Villa 
Gastrin,  and  from  the  ctrilected  manner  in  which  it  was  necessary  for  him  to 
maKkheconkl  not  hare  joined  me  sooner  than  he  has  done.  Sir  David  Baird's 
corps  ooald  not  be  collected  at  Astorga  before  the  4th  of  this  month  ;  it  was 
thus  impossible  for  thb  army  to  have  been  united  before  the  13ih  or  I4tb,aiid 
itilF  htec  before  it  eouM  be  ready  to  undertake  an  offensive  movement.  This 
lime  was  more  than  su  Aciebt  to  eoaUo  the  enemy  to  finish  the  destrsctioa  of 
what  little  Spanisb  force  r«mained,attd  to  torn  the  gicetest  pnrtofhkarmy 
igaimt  tkc  &a»kk^  whkb,  whea '  volted,'  does  aot  exceed  uefiOQ  awn,  inM 
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which  probably  he  woulJ  be  able  toattaok  whikt  detached  and  lepRrated.  I 
comider  the  British  army  as  standing  Bloae ;  that  its  union  could  nnt  be 
altempted  without  great  h»zanl ;  or  ife^cted,  tbatit  could  not  wilbaland 
the  great  fMc«  that  wonld  be  brought  against  it.  It  was  vain,  I  lhonght,to 
expect  that  under  such  circumstances  it  could  relrieve  the  Spanifih  causp ; 
and  tfaongh  I  knew  the  army  would  cheCTfulIy  attempt  whatever  I  ordttred, 
I  thought  my  duty  calhxl  upon  me  not  to  expose  ittoa  contest  in  which  ita 
best  eSbrta  could  not  promise  to  be  successful.  It  may  fairly  be  siid  that 
the  British  army  never  reached  S|>ain ;  it  cannot,  in  the  true  sense,  becalled 
an  army  until  it  is  united  and  prepared  to  act ;  the  Spanish  forces  were  de- 
feated, and  their  cause  hist,  before  the  British  ao  constituted  could  come  to 
their  assistance. 

I  feel  the  weight  of  the  responiibilify  which  has  falleB  cm  me.  I  had 
nothing  but  dificnltics  to  choose  ;  whether  I  have  chosen  the  least,  and  Uiat 
which  will  be  the  least  disapproTed  by  his  Majesty  and  my  coun'ry,  I  can- 
not determine ;  my  wish  has  been  to  decide  right.  I  reflected  well  npon  tb« 
diffident  dutiBS  Ihad  todi»charge;'andif  I  hare  decided  wrong,  it  can  onlj 
he  because  I  am  not  gifted  wiUi  that  judgment  which  was  imputed  to  me  whca 
I  was  intrust  with  this  impOTtont  command. 

(Signed}  JOHN  MOORE. 

Right  Ma*.  Lard  nsCMiiri  CaitUreagk,  lie.  tie.lie. 

No.  XXXI. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  LietUenant-Gtneral  Sir  John  Moore  to  Lord 

Viscount  Castlereagh. 

SalamaiKa,  IMk  Deotmt^,  1806. 
SINCE  I  had  the  h(Humr  to  addien  my  dia|ialch  ti>  yon  (hii 
morning  considenible  hopes  are  entertaiBed,  fmm  the  ealhnsiabtic  manner 
in  which  the  people  of  Madrid  resist  the  French.  I  own  I  caooot  derive 
mnoh  hope  fron  the  lesistaBoe  of  one  town  against  ferces  so  f'trmkhble^  an* 
less  the  spark  catches,  nod  the  flame  becomes  prclly  general,  and  here  th« 
people  remain  as  tranquil  as  if  Ihey  were  in  profoaad  peace,  I  have,  bow* 
ever,  in  conMqeeace  of  the  general  opinion,  which  is  afao  Mr.  Fia*%  order* 
ad  Sir  David  Baird  to  suspend  hb  miarcb,  and  I  shall  OBrtinoe  at  fbJi  phic* 
noiil  I  see  further,  and  shall  be  guided  by  circumatanees.  Unless  Ihrspirtt 
becomet  geoeml,  Madrid  mnataoon  &11 ;  at  all  events  if  I  marched  into  Pbr» 
tigal  U  woald  be  with  a  view  to  letuio  the  moment  n  ikroanbia  oppoitwtj- 
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■off«»«d ;  trail  AbU  not  go  tomtrdi  Hadrid  until  I  know  irkh  mM«  oectsia- 
ty  tbe  force  of  the  mmny,  aod  aee  KMBcthing  to  connnee  me  (hat  note,  omh 
ildence  may  be  placed  in  tbe  ateadioeat  of  the  SpBoiards.  I  had  Ibe  hoaom 
to  receive  7<sterday  yoar  Lord^p't  dispatches  of  the  15th  November,  by 
Ur.  Wyndhatti  of  the  first  Odardfi. 

I  bare  ^e  bndoar  to  namnt  Ate.  Ac. 

(aigned)  JOHN  MOORE. 

Kgkt  BoH.  Lord  FUmmt  QuiUntigk,  4c.  4e.  Ife. 

No.  XXXII. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant-General  Sir  John  Moore  (• 
Zord  Cattkreagh. 

Aifattumca,  MA  Dteenher,  ISoS. 
IN  s  shwt  letter  vbleb  aooonpaniDil  my  ditpatch  of  tbe  5th 
(Afftant,  I  nalioned  that  tbe  KsMuce  eflbe  peopleof  Madrid  bad  artested 
the  epeTatiooi  of  the  Frendi,  and  gave  a  hope  that  the  aflnn  of  this  oonntry 
inigfil  still  be  fecomed.  If  Ae  eXtodple  e>f  the  capital  h  fallowed,  and  en* 
thusiasin  becomes  geneml,  France  will  be  forced  to  divide  lier  Mmies,  and 
vrill  be  no  longer  so  formidable.  Tbe  difficnlly  of  obtaining  information  is 
Tery  great.  I  bare  none  certain  IriA  respect  to  Madrid,  oriy  I  believe  it 
~  atill  holds  out.  I  have  ord«ed  Sit  David  Baird,  who  was  retreating,  to 
march  back.  I  shall  continue  the  arraogeraenis  I  bad  ordered  in  Portugal, 
in  case  I  should  be  obliged  to  fall  back  ;  but  I  am  preparing  to  march  to 
£amoraBndToro,toj(nnSir  David  Baird,  whom  I  have  ordered  to  adrancA 
to  Boiermte.  When  we  are  joined,  and  if  the  Marquis  of  La  Romana,  with 
the  troops  be  is  OoUcCting  at  L«oB,  is  ready,  I  shall  move  on  towards  Bnrgos ; 
■nd  on  thecommiiMOatloas  af  the  Fnsdi,  yonr  LovAhipmsy  depend  upon 
tt  that  I  shall  Mrrer  lAnndon  the  cMse  as  kmg  as  it  holds  Aat  a  cbanoe  of 
■Dooceding.  But  you  mutt  be  sensible  that  tbe  ground  nay  be  in  an  instant 
ent  away  from  under  me.  Madrid  may  tiM,  Md  I  be  left  ts  conte^  wkh 
nry  swpertor  numbars  indeed. 

1  hofe  a  better  sfrtritexfslaia  the  MBtbera  prariaots.  Here  no  one  stJn, 
aad  yettbffjr  ore  weH  hioiiasd.  An  ekpRSsioM  in  an  intereefNed  lettw  from 
ftp Mocfa  oOcer  oawnMMling  at  Vlttoria  (o  tbe  cbirf  of  tbe  staff  -with  Ibe 
ttnsy,-paiata  the  paapie  ia  thai  pml  cuolly,  **Umpiit  fmldiqtieMt  Umjourt 
nnBvius,f  'ajo«nderiMndtdBl6*arMB  avMtagft.  QaanifthifaMtainM 
da  fa^  e^sit  pnfttlo. 
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As  I  am  Ben^lnj?  n  ooorier  to  Sir  Dnvi<)  Bnird,  I  hare  written  this  on  tW 
chance  of  an  oppotuni(y  oflisring  to  forwHixUi,  andin  thU  manoer  Iifaail 
endea^'oor  (o  keep  you  in  the  cnrrent  of  affaire  here. 

I  have  sent  Colonel  Graham  to  Madrid  to  send  rae  information  of  whalw 
passing  there.  L^rd  Paget  with  the  cavalry  arrives  at  Zamwa  to-mwrow, 
and  the  oext  day  I  purpose  moving  a  corps  with  myself  to  Toro. 

(Signed)  JOHN  MOORE, 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Fuamitl  Caitlereagk,  Sic.  tic.  ^c. 

No.  xxxni. 

Eictract  of  a  Letter  J¥om  Lieaienant-General  Sir  Jahn  Mo«r«  to 
Lord  Vtscount  CaslieVeagh. 

S<Uama»ca,  10th  December,  I908. 
COLONEL  GRAHAM,  whom  I  had  sent  to  Madrid,  n^ 
turned  to  me  last  night ;  he  could  only  get  as  far  as  Talavcra  de  la 
Reina,  wbeie  ha  found,  the  members  of  the  Supreme  Junta,  who  informed 
him  tbat  Madrid  had  capilahiM  on  the  3d.  The  Duk*  of  Caslel  Franco 
and  M.de  MprlB>  who  were  at  the  head  of  the  Junta  established  «t,Ma- 
'drid,  are  accused  by  the  people  of  having  betrayed  them.  Castellar, 
the  Captain-Qeaetal,  and  all  -the  military  officers  of  rank,;  -cefused  io 
ratify  the  treaty,  and  lt;A  the  town  with  16  pieces  of  caanctn  )  the  peaplfr 
refused  to  give  up  their  arms,  but  the  French  have  the  gBit^  the  Retink|  > 
and  Pmdoi-SaragQSsa  still  holds  o()t,  and  it  is  said  that  on  the  Ist  they 
repulsed  the  French  wbo  had  made  a  general  attack.  It  is  said  that  at- 
tempts are  making  to  assemble  a  great  force  in  the  South'.  I  dare  say 
tlie  force  will  be  assembled ;  but  the  eCbrls  it  will  make  when  aawm- 
bled,  I  must  think,  are  very  doubttol.-  Tbcra  is  however  a  chance,  and 
whilst  theie  is  that,  I  .think  myself  bon^nd  to  run  all  risks  to  sopport 
the  Spaniards.  '  I  am  now  differently  situated  froiA  what  I  -ffas  Wben^ 
Castanos  ifas  defeated.  '  I  have  been  joined  by  Genetal  Hope,  the  artillery 
and  all  the'cttTalry.  '  (Lord  Pt^«t  witb  three  rc^imenta  is  at  Toro) ;  and 
my'jiincHonwith  Sir  David  BeM  is  Kcnre,  ttoagh  I  have  Ji4t  heard  from 
him  siiice  I  ordered  Mm  to  return  to  Aitto^ai  Hairid^  thaufh^itiha*) 
capitulated,'  innst  Mill  ^gage  a  oonsidendble  part  af  ikm.  oaeaiyTs  forei^ 
SaragAfaa.b  aha  a  oertsMerable  cKnMiaH,  aiiAthecoHBrtioaB  ftnaiair  ja 
thcSou^cannotbenesleeted.    All hb foroa  caiaat ^Wj Wdiiartafi  tgrnmi ■ 
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me.  Tbe  corps  coUeeting  under  ffae  Marqaii  of  La  Ronuma  at  ILeon,  is,  I 
am  (old  by  Sir  David  Baird,  very  bad.  1  shall  bowerer  connect  myielf  with. 
it ;  and  I  mean  to  move  to  Valladolid,  where  I  shall  order  Baird  to  join  fie, 
and  to  which  neigbbotirbqod  I  hope  also  that  LaRomana  willadvaDce. 
Tbig  movement  1  Bhall  begin  to-morrow  by  sending  two  corps  to  join  Lord 
'  Paget  at  Toro.  Generals  Hope  and  Fraser  firom  Alba  de  Formes  and  this 
place,  shall  more  on  Tordisillas,  and  I  sboald  hope  on  the  14th  to  be  at 
Valladolid.  My  communicatioo,  when  there,  will  become  uncsrtein  with 
Almeida  and  Portngal,  from  wbenoe  all  my  stores  are  not  yet  forwarded,  but 
I  must  take  my  chance ;  I  shall  be  in  fortune's  way  ;  if  she  smiles  we  may 
do  some  good  ;  if  not,  we  shall  still,  1  hope,  have  the  merit  of  having  done 
all  we  could.  The  army'for  its  numbers  is  excellent,  and  b  I  am  confident 
quite  determined  to  do  its  dnty.  I  have  had  a  letter  firom  Sir  John  Ciadock 
from  Coruona;  be  was  proceeding  to  Lisbon;  he  has  landed  part  of  the 
money  from  the  Lavinia  there,  and  will  land  the  rest  at  Oporto  or  Lisbon, 
r  have  begged  of  him  to  bring  the  two  regiments  from  Gibraltar  to  the  Ta- 
gus. 

'  The  horses  and  harness  of  the  w^gon  train  will  be  usefiil,  bnt  their  wag- 
gons are  heavy  and  bad,  those  we  got  in  the  country  are  more  convenient. 
I  bhould  therefore  propose  to  leave  the  waggons  at  home,  and  send  the  rest  of 
that  establishment  only. 

'  Until  alTairG  in  Spain  beara  more  prombing  aspect,  Ishould  think  your 
Lordiihip  will  approve  of  keeping  at  Cornnaa  or  Lbbon  a  sufficient  qaanUtj 
CFf  transports  for  there-embarkation  of  the  army. 

(Signed)  JOHN  MOORE. 

Right  Hon.  Ltri  Vuc9v.nl  Caitteriagh,  t^.  tic.  tfc. 

No.  XXXIV. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant- General  Sir  John  Moore  to 
Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

Salammea,  l»k  Dtetmber,  1808. 
I  I  LEAVE  thia  place  tomorrow,  and  1  shall  be  at  Valladolid 

en  11k  16Ui  with  tiK  troops  I  brongbt  with  me  ^om  Lubon,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  three  regiasents  of  (savaky  from  England,  amounting  to  1,500.  I 
have  not  heaid  from  the  Maiqab  of  La  Romana,  and  most  give  up  the  co- 
c^anlion  of  bia  corps  foc the  present.  ffiiD«.TidBuid*s  will  wrt  beat  Asfoiga 
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4br)eiM'A^ey^t,liei(iill»dv(ii|cfl-toBeiierfiite)Hteiif49i%v'*">'<^i'bfl'iHH 
be  in 'iDjr  irwr  bfiotk  mcMie  tp,  gr  i  UD  faH  Imok  ufioo  ium,  btit  i  4«i'hot  f  Uak 
iladrioable  toBgOr  to  delay  moving  forwavH.  I  aJ^all  tUlsatea  Ihfl  iFteadk 
^tartitniuiications,  and  cieatea  diTersfeb,  tf  the  SpsmiftrdB  ban  arnil  Uiotip 
•elvea  of  it,  bat  the  Frescli  luwe  in  tlie  Ntnth  gf  Spais  feoniSO  to  10,000 
HMD,  and  non  aie  expected.  Yaw  LordthEp  nay  tbercfeK  tud|>P  w^lX 
will-'beouc  sUnatliMiif  the 'Spaniwds  do  not  display  a  detocluiBiltna  *sti^ 
^&reat£n>ni  amy  tbey  haveabennbilheito. '  |  ' 

ibacvemrittca  toSirJiofaaOnuknk'tolucp  Wbhterer-teanpmita  aiBtaatic^ 
quired  iot  the  embarkatios  oFthe  troope  Jn  Pbrti^lj  teadf  Ut  Matd'toVi^^ 
if  roquiaed.  If  I  am.foiMled  lo  retreat,  it  wtfl  -ptobMy  tieloa  AcGaittimi 
Tbeioad  u  good, And.  tfae.ootntiy  capable lof  beiag >defeitiedl;<in tbtaicaifc 
we  shall  want;  ftmu,  <&s  ihe  cohnlry .  prodwtea lO^^  cUllfe  4n  Jibaddaaoov 
Whatever  &bipi  are  sent  fnna  liji^Mnd  fdf  tb«<)nip(iU]«f«itfadiBwhigib« 
army,  diontd-atU  at  CoruoBa  for  vcden,  aid  tfapn  nuMkatoaB  at  Vigo.  & 
utO'Ci)ruiuiaalsDthfitflaoaey:aiid«*ery  Bopplf  dbbiiM  be^oniaaded.  Tbp 
oonmniicatiana  from  luHbon  and  Qpevto,  tliEaigli  BarteigAly  vi  «o  vtKf  bo^ 
OiM ttadiwg oan'be ^orwatdtidiaitime^ 4rid«a liCObMkr tDjtelOiiMr  Qnikd 
Ifith  Baud's ooTfw, XdiaU  certohriy-of  IhelroylrbetbaEfoiiKUeateToaift* 
•luaiCalSon,  ptefer  GalioialDPorUigBl.    '      .       : 

The  Frencli  force  in  Spain  may  fairly  be  set  down  at  89,000  men,  beaide* 
wbatia  in  OalalonM.  The  BtiiubM.i7 or ^&JOm,iadaims  tmo  ttigmuiiM 
«ofning  from  ParlogaL  The  -FM«ah  eoip^ctitowidaiAfe.MiRGnceHMata. 
Xha  arnlkiwhHA  the  Spanmrds  had  ifari|nd,  lafreliaahlwataBiabd  dii^n* 
ad,  and.  an  a^in  cvUM^ag.  XWs^niy  L«rd,:isl  believte  K^ettw  itiatex 
iiMBt,aad.IkaMito7«)ir  liOnkhipitotlrrDv  iUo.'tliewiiswAatpartiods  of 
aUtuiiiaaa,.aa«alMton,i>r.dbiKty,yoB'tlnkareifaiTe  Alright to«xpeot  fmi* 
Ike  speauncH  alfcady  gifteik:   )  - .  .-.'■-.:.'     .    -■>'.'■ 

■ '. No. xxxi\^.,.'r..! '-' ■  \':\ 

\..   -  ■         [IVilfciwiiilfniilM^  3 ...oLi..  L;.v.'m..\Y 

■  ■■■■■■     ■  '   ■    '  '  Lifrd'Vhciaiti^auii-hHis^'-" "'     "'  '     '  '  ''•■"■ 
.;,!     .:.■■  .:■,      ■■  ,mhi  ,;■■-,.;;.->.).,■       •  .■•&W;te*Si>ft*m«»,  >«».■■• 

'     f  SA1)  the1tohbi^'tdW<^ve  !^t-lovMiitiV<Mt»i"ot>fl]«rsrf> 
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Imcb^d.  me  pa  Ae  nigbt  of  tilt  L3ih  at  Alucjos,  die  bewI-^Darten  of  the 
i^iB';,-Bfki  its  first. march. fWro  SalnmadcBj  .1  ms  to  bare  procQedcdoo 
the  I^h  to  VaUadolid*,  which  plaoe  Lihould  have  roacfaaj  the  next  day, 
ivhen  I  received  the  letter  ofwhich  I  send  your  Lordship  a  copy.  It  it 
>ftom  Berlhier,  Prince  of  Neufchntel,  lo  Marshal  Soalt,  Duke  of.Daloutiat 

by  tome  p«aiaiitt  Jiear 
lOHght  the'letter.iooiK 
i.  I  wafi'dctormioedbj 
onof  the  anny  to  everjt 
ValUdoltd,- 1  mavched 
rd  to  pueli  Qo^biscorpi 
ytfiefd^j^  »iwl .  tbebrl* 
h  fii>ia  tbtit^-ttMnoinnr 
neveqta.  lehaH  then 
ijuac(ioa,aJul  mika.  it 
rps  an  up.'  if,  then, 
e  nuich«bligad  ta  bim, 
yerj  BgreeMe  to  gin  a, 
BUiK!}>^oeiaUy,  it  wtU 
probably  have  no  efiect,  Spain  being  in  the  stale  described  by  Betthiec'i 

WtCT.  ■     ■.■■'." 

r  Tbe  Ficncb  seem  tobfive  been  ill  informed  af  our  movemeDts;  tbciyara 

»»,  as  our  advanced  posts  have  mpt^and 

t,  with  a  detaebnient  of  tbe  IBtb  dragoom 

a  delachnent  of  thcil  cavalry  and  inbnlry 

d  took  pfitwieiB  the  greatest  pari  of  tbenw 

The  afia^  was  trifiiog,  but  was  managed  .by  Ihe  Brigadier-^TniRal  with* 

much  address,  aird  was  executed  with  spirit  br^  tlie  o.fllcen  and  nen.     It 

iraa  a  detaihraent  irom  Valbdotidi  -where  General  Franceschi  commanded 

with  3  or  400  cavalry.     He  had  no  knowledge  of  4tar  being  so  near,  and 

would  not  believe  one  of  the  men  who  escaped  from  the  village  in  tbe  daijc, 

and  carriad  to  him  tbe  report  of  the  aatpriie  and  defeat  of  the  detacbaeot. 

Whether,  when  Buonaparte. bears  that  we  bave  tift  retired  lo  Lisbon,  he  will 

fbe  to  tbe  troops  oo  tbcir  martbto  JEtad^dsa<di&renl  diiectioa,  I  ^Baaoi 

say  ;  bat  whilst  I  march  towards  Soult  1  must  take  care  not  loo  mnch  to 

nnoover  Astorga  and  the  passes  into  Galicia,  from  whence  in  future  I  roast 

draw  all  my  stores,  and  tbroagb  which  ullinjpt^ly,  if'piesod,  I  can  alone 

Mlnaf^    Sbaiad,tiwK^Qiie^0Dffyiapi(iaKVaiSfu4ti«tif«tot^ 
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join  Junof,  who  is  on  Ilia  march  1o  fliat  placewith  tbeStfa  eorps,  fsliatli^ 
coane  be  forced  to  desist,  and  to  return  (o  this  nelghbonirhood.  IPI  ^t 
Bonit,  unless  the  victoiy  hat  the  cBect  io  tiuMB  the  Spaniards,  it  vUl  be  at> 
tended  with  no  other  advantage  than  the  character  it  will  attach  to  the 
Bntini  anniri. 

I  have  apprized  Sir  Joh  n  Gradocit  of  Buonaparte's  march  to  Badajos',  which 
hat  Kmce  been'  CDiiShned  Io  me  by  a  man  who  left  Tatavera  after  his  ad' 
■tltneet)  guard  -had  entered  it-  I  have'  tbid'faim,  that  in  6a^  (tfiretn»(,  ttinV> 
Mitlbe  throng  CFalieln,  and  Ihave  -begged  of  bin,  after  MAtfeting  (hft 
^atirttt^  6f  (ohtmgc  Aeccksar^'  for  ftie  ernbatkath>a  of  the  trcMpi  in  l*ortughf, 
to  «*<*  ibe  r«t  ifa  Vigo,  tokwait  mj  orders.  The  LleutAiant-Gehoffli'wtM 
«tn4nunJDMe  ttt  yonfLordsbtp' (he  quantity  of  t<mnage  he  sen Js' ttf  Vig<f, 
iHton  yon-wttl  be  xMe  ttf  judge  the  qMAti^  Mceatiuy  to  be  •enrtfaera  fftHS 
£tqilMd^8bMJId.ihei«''embaAatUa'6f^ia'aViny'bec(me'neoeMaty.'  'Vbiir 
Lordship  mutt  ses^kB  t^Kibhbifit^  of  mth'anev«Bt,ftnd«itl,  I  fancy,  thlnl 
at'ligbciokani  tRe  meatiSupoR  ttw^t.  ^hohld  (hi«  arihy'  retire  into 
Callela,  end  mftotn  in  It  any-tlni«t't  vntfKntandfrofti  Sir  David  Bahd,  thtt 
weshaH  waat'tiour,' which'I:UldAId''tiope  you'wlll  send  fitoni'  iMgUindl 
WhMre9titct16fte  piH>^c«y  (^ieiiASa^-nih^fhxtia^^  I' ifalM  kiiTtf  yiitt^ 
Acn^dAip to^ferrahi«.  tf&t  'this vmMtflt ilfMl'7  <M>9M0>oi^1ry  ictuM 
certainly  do  much'.  If  we  retfic  ihffe^be  Gidibis»,'^y  WOuld-bsanli^ 
^tifalmiTtce,'  and  to  cnaMe  as  to  ketlp  dnr  gtottkd  la  fipaiH;  the  tfeinforce- 
ihehta'of  bdth  fiaraliy,  iitduitry,  and  ■arttH«rji'i  'utut  be  cdni1ll'end)le  irtt 
dMd.'  fBtniU«ndeBVoHr't6  gin  ybai"lfoMdih^,^ttl  lime  tottme,«refy 
ift^AKtiMt,  Atdtniiiit  then  liar«  fbo\o  fi^A  fmt'mrn  it^miaAioti: 
i*i|f  ft  MbjtM  if]poa  MtMi  ytfti<»ti'fl^miii«  ^Mtf^)8a^riira 
UtM-ynaa.- ■'-'       ■'  '    ■'    '  v^.  .n-.-  •>  *.       :  .■   ■■ 

'.;"      '    .,.',.  "'''''''(Sig'i^)^;,/,.  ;.  JOHNMOOEE../. 

,"liitc«WedafcMbrcBthe  latkAorathiilJIufais^'MnBia^id  wUcb-lnr 
laytlbe^lrin'seBdaB  dScerto  mty  mhet'AUnVl'iinof'U'ieiMtiapipBXg 
by  anintt»|er,  MHnib>sct  Wht»  te  iettnhmiudBilai  innaRaOber  St'  aol 
yttcmaH-r  thr.lfan|iri«  iifliH  At  I.Mtt^'bB'^iB,  wl(b-'SOf«#iiUea^dp(»«f« 
whooi'-haH'MBnri^t.'i' '     "  '      ..:"i.':,Ir         .- ■  '■■-■   '''.^>.''-t 

.    •■■*'     -■■•(■■-   ,'   ■•■    ---r-:-    -.■•':;   r-n-y--:      ^tM*  ;;!•■■[ 
)■..■.-,■■..■'     ■  '.  'M     .:    '■]■■•-•  ;■  j   , K   •'■•   .-.     ,;■'•■    '> 
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.,,.    IIUV£r«A(I,ia.lIi8Eaprr9r  jrMrkftfFofUi«4ib.«f 

^i/ipftaef4»f  ilmg  yam  luvgUMict.  Tbe  8Uk.  regiaKnft  of  dngpoM, 'tlw 
93il  of  ckafiBM»(.  the  rifsvBisat.  of  Catoncj  Tmober,  mhI  tboJUnaivriitikr** 

.V«)Ic  Mi<L FniuMfcbi  1  ibosfllwo  biifftd^^pdcsvuirj- an.  mtdct  yom  o>dw% 
■sdTQUiArQ  at  KlM^.  to  [M4iwivw,tluait  M  .yoa-  may  jwMja. ewperiiwifc 
-Tiie.£tixptroc  i».of  ofA^JMi  tttfvt.wjilti  tAQttodivisionftof  Jftifteiab^UoMoiV 
nod  thefpar  r^irafi»t*o.Scawi(ry,'p«thiflg  ma.MuirtyiiBhi  ,  . 
,  ^Vhat  h»ve  >ou  tQ  ()o  ;  To  imiv  yoyrwlf  master  <of  lc<m»  ladnn  tbo 
mcmy iBlo .G«^4ii|»  a«dtitfoetie:HpaaBpnet«»lean<)2Rtiiet«.  Voaougfat 
)Mf.to  bUTQ  wqr  E«^i*h  tii»ot».ia)>pi|rfKmt,:v  <(me.ngl|iH!i»u,aM  eon* 

4qUm)  £at;«iMl4n^.iS«l«q«A<Mtii»>d  evfJ^jMltof  iW|lton.as'tatbinlt.th«k 

a«yw»  D*  tte  food  V  JMfQ**^  and  4  viU:  (P^n  ba  in  ilha t  Gil;^ 
.-  You  areatiaffl  iMittiif  mMwqtBl.  wit  SfTiot  Hm  EngUib  Ut  &U  h«A 
npoif  JUul^  (if  it )iqs-iHft  almdy  done  ao).    A^ «^aa«>ow  sbaU  tjeon- 
twoti^at  l^we-aw  q^  i^yUfih i^jroitr  fi^oi  '(aathfie  w  every  Has4n  (a «*. 
pwt^  Ifm  viU  Hw^Ued  to,  p»o«^.wilh9)|t|  ivtafrocMfWS  -aa  ,fi»  thciS^ 

You  will  cause  shoes  and  great  coats  to  be  made  at  Leou,  St.  Ander^  md 
Rilf  rtcia.  fin.  Jl^jesty  approves  all  the  requiaitions  yoa  may  make,  having 
in  Vicfv  the  impruVement  of  ydW        '  .    You  may  likewise  make^ 

A  requisition  of  mules  to  remount  your  artillery,  and  of  horses  to  remount 
fivA^timhf.  iafattttHlwit^BnU;ti*iir>y(si«iUobiem!^eiacdMnyfwht» 
Im^yfirmiitt  4*e*Kiy'ttilifnshUli!4ai  praaote  i^odd  mnagemmt.  Iltta 
ftKikirri  tiaAaaisbbnacGlwanrf  lfiUe[^ft^lii*ntel4r»sMnatImtt«rri>e  i« 
S^n^.t^&iit|M»tJr.idH  wodr  ■btA;yp»^  kufc  )l  vW  riM  avriw  ia  Spna  Ar 
at  least  fifteen  days.  At  the  distance  you  are  from  us^  yoa  aoat  eaeuiw 
your  mrir  discretion  ia  all  your  proceedings,  and  you  will  consider  what  I 
wrtle  to  you  only  aa  a  general  inatroctioi.  His  Uajcsly  Ihii^  yoa  will 
Mr  CTCry  aeoaoxe  ta  redooe  tbe  oounlry  hetwom  the  DaetO}  aail  Gilkia 
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and  Aje-Aiteriu,  at  aU  timrs  sedaloititly  gtiardfnj^  St.  AfKlcr.  The  fifth 
d»iM,  eonuaanded  by  the  T>nke  of  Trevido,  fan  been  ortlered  to  proofed  to 
flvB^go^:  Tke«igbtU  •tmfa^  mtier  lfte-c«mnMnd  of  tb«  Duke  «f  Abran'es, 
the  fint  dcTwim  wf  wktch  will  arnTe  at  Vittom  aboat  tfte  13(b,  iriB  probR^ 
lHj  raceite  «Her»(o-  unite-al  Stogoe. 

Armed  vesMk  of  crsrjr  descriplion  have  bern  directed  to  iipprit  to  Bt. 
Aitd'er  j  7«n  %!lf  etttmt  tbmi  to.be  Udcm  with  English  merchniHlizr  which 
iMe  bees  veiKi,  with  cotton,  weaK  ailflfer^,  Sec.  and  ydn  wHI  have  then 
•ent  to  Ftirico.  LiaiSfr  yoa  wiH  keep  Yaltadolid  and'Zamotn  insobjeo 
tion.  YdflulbHd  is  a  fine  city,  and  has  enhdnclnl  'itself  well.  H  is  said, 
^at  it  wornld  be  inipeTtant  to  occnpj  Zamora.  Ftnany,  Sir,  the  Smperar 
thinks  that' ytm  may  do  every  tUingfrotn  the  moment  the  English  retife 
Vpon  liisbort.  PtV«  divtslons  betonging  to  Castanos,  composed  of  the  be«t 
tMops,  hare  been  RntAl  btilt  more  easily  than  yo«  ranted  the  army  of 
AadalMia at  Bai^M.  Tte  Tonaim  oflheannyof  CasttmasarepnrsBed  by 
Marsltal  Be«ar^,  wlio  has  cot  them  o^rom  the  E'stremaduraroad,  and  if 
pujnurig'lbeni  sefecal  days  march  btyomd  the  Tagas.  The  Emperor^ 
Mead-qoartcn  are  at  Chamartin,  a  littfa  ,  a  leagne  and  a  half 

from  Mailrid.  Hfs  Majesty  enjoys  the  mo«t  perfect  beahh.  The  city  o^ 
Madrid  1i  Tery  tnaiqail:  the  shops  are  open,  the  theatrical  amoKmeirts 
have  been  rosunnd,  and  yoq  wonld  not  suppose  that  tbe  fivst  conftrences 
iMd'been  accompanied  by  4009  disoharges  of  cannon. 

signed)  Theftince  of  NEUFCHATEL, 

Major4?enera1. 

I  will  send  yoa  tt-moiratr  the  piodaioattoii  and  deeraes  IssMd  by  tlul 
Ita-fttar.    Yomiritt1i«eracagniavkini  tatfoiiotdl  §m  ob4tcw»I  commaw*. 


No.xxxvr. 

CopSf  of  a  i^ett^Tjrqm  Lieutenant-Gewrgt  Sir  John  Moore  to  Lord 

Aiwtfalit  36tk  Ot^mber,  liQ9>  , 
SINCE  Llnd  tbe  boapat  ta«ddwa  yoKBfOkUitt  J»hftw». 
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)0t  AfrBHIDir-''-lt«.>XKXTt(  - 

oeliUhatrlHiKbeeB  rery  Intettte',  Ihs  Mftther  •vi'ahia  these  few  dajr^  ti'as  t&rn'ed 
tp  rue,  wliicli  »  ibuoh  outre  ilnoomfortable  tiiaa  the  cold,  am)  baa'Tendered 
t^ff  fondgabani  MapdsBable.'On  the<94itiheamyreactedSabagan  ;  tttrai 
WCOMtry  to  baU  th«to,  is  order  to  ?eAesh  tiie  men,  anrf  on  accoonl  of  pro^' 
lisions.  The  iBformation  I  reeeived  was  that  Manlial  SouH  wiu  At  Saldnna' 
vi'b  afafMA  Hi,O0O  tnea,  with  pdsts  alon^the  river  fromOuarida  to  Carrion. 
ThBonnywasonleivd  toinarcb  in  two  columns  at  eight  o'clock  on  the  night 
of  tiK  J^d,  to  fi>roe  tbe  bridge  at  Carrim,  and  from  thence  to  proceed  to' 
Saldaoa^  Alaix  o'clook'fhateTeniiigl  received  information  that  consider- 
able reinforcements  bad  arrived  at  Carrion  from  Palencia,  and  a  letter  froni' 
iht  Mavqab  la  Romana 'inforiBed  me  that  the  French  were  adrabcing 
fnmi' Madrid,  either  to  Valladoltd  or  Salamanca.  It  was  evident  that  it' 
was  tap  late  to  prosecute  (he  attempt  upon  Sonlt ;'  that  I  must  be  satiRfletl' 
with  thedtvonioa  I  bad  occuioned,  andthatl  had  tio  time  to  lose  to  secare 
1117  retMat.  The  next  morning  Genetal  Ffepe^  with  his  own  division,'  and- 
tbdt.ofLieatenanl'Cretiavl  Fiaser,  marebed  to  Hayorga.  Itent  Sir  Davicl- 
Baird  with  his  division  to  pass  tber»verat  Valencia,  and  I  followed  General 
Hofto  on  tlie  25tb,  with  the  reserve  and  the  light  brigades,  b^  Mayorga  and 
TaldsTGs  to  Bencveote.  Thecavalry  nnder  Lord  Paget  followed  the  reserve: 
ontl«e36(hi  both  the  latter  corps  entered  this  plaee  Totterday.  We  con-' 
lime  oar  nutroh  on  Astorga.  G^rah  Hope  and  Fraser  are  alread7gone' 
om  Sit  David  Baird  proceeds  to-nrurrow  from  Valencia,  I  shall  leave  this' 
with'the  reserve  at  the  same  time.  Lord  Paget  wiH  remain  with  the  cavalry, 
to  give' us  Mrfioe  of  (be  approach  of  the  enemy.  Hitherto  their  infantry  ' 
hi*vc  act  come  upt  but  they  are  near, '  and  tlie  cavalry  is  round  os  iii  great  ' 
niMiben.  They  are  ehecbd  by  oar  cavalry,  which  have  obtained,  by  their 
spirit  and  enterprise,  an  ascendancy  over  that  of  the  French,  which  nothing 
btrt  great  snperiority  of  nnmbers  ori  their  part  will  get  the  belter  of.  The 
diversicmmade  by  our  march  on  5abagnn,'though  at  great  risk  to  oureetves, 
hoe  been  complete;  it  remains  to  be  seen  what  advantage  the  Spaniards 
i^ -the  south 'will  be  sblcto  ta^of  it.  But  the  march  i^lhe  French  on  Ba<  * 
dajos  was  stopped  when  Its  advanced  guard  had  reached  Talavcra  de  la 
Reimi,  and  every  thing  ditposable  is  now  tamed  in  this  direction.  The 
stores  I  had  collected  here  are  moving  back  toAstorga,  and  those  at  Astorga 
to  ytllB  FVarWk. '  '•  The  rotids  are  very  bad,  and  the  means  of  carriage  scanty. 
If  I  am  pressed,  I  must  lose  some  of  them,  and  I  may  be  forced  to  ^'ht  a 
batrte  ^  fhij  ^wever'I'«han  endeavour  to  avoid,  for  certainly,  in  the  present 
stftttf  of  thing*:,  UisaieicftrtniiphrtcrygatuitoiibiDe.    Itls  saidthathe 
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ODina  bieaKlf ^la  lO^QQOof  bkgBwda.  •  l%e  fotceaionii^iagkbut  ai 
cannot  be  lew  tlvin  6(MK0  moo;  wtf  «baU,'Wfam  at  Mimrgmf'betbont 
87,000.  The  Marqub  la  RoRW&B-eftme  foraard  In  MawHIa.:  wiMi-MOO^ 
to  co^pexate  witlt  iM  en  Ihe  atUick  on  SoaH;  ilhaTefatecttmdmiifttmthtr 
cannot  baye  above  809O'£t  for  actio*.  TbeooantryHboot  Astoi^oSa«ni> 
advanlogt;  to  «q  iaArioi  army.  ifthall'tiMKfeFsnet  atop  iMger  llH«»th!ui' 
lO'Securelhe  itoies,  aiKl  thall  ratrcat  ta  Villa  Fwnoa,  *bMet  I  nndontaiM)^ 
Ibere  isaposition..  ButirtbeFrencb  pimue,.  I  must  bwtoxto.thecMBt^ 
for  Ibere u a  loai]  to Oienza,  which  leads mocediieci'.td  YigOr Ud  whatft'of 
counereodeis  the  poutioo.fitTiUaPtaQCBoroo  Mail.  .-<  -r  'm      <i 

Some  time  ago,  when  I  wai  adTaiicing  to  SabagMii,  tbe  M»h>4b  la 
Romana  intim^ed  biiintentionof  retiring  into  tbe  Galiciasby  AttorgA  and 
X>Ua  FrtnQB.  I.endeaTojuedlodiHuadehiHi  from  it,  pMotiHgont  t*<ii«a' 
that  it  was  the  only  ocNtamunication  ire  had  forour  retreat  or  supiAies,  and 
begged  that  it  inigbt  be  kifit  open  to  us.  He  stopped  his  retreat  for  ib* 
iQonK»t,  but  I  niuch  fear  be-  will  now  prosecute  it,  in  wbioh  ease  I;  kHO*r 
not  how  it  will  be  possible  for  as  to  pass. 

1  bad  the  bonoor  t*  receive  yoar  Lord^ip's  dispatches  <»f  the  ISth'by 
Captain  Hardinge,  yesterday  moniiiig.  I  shall  be  guided  by  ctroimstaneca, 
Mid  shall  not,  yon  may  rest  assusad,  retreat  an  inch  beyoiid  what  I  am  eom* 
pelledtodo;  bat  I  fear  if  once  I  am  forced  into  tbe  monnlains,  that  tbe 
wanLof  tbe  meaos  of  subsistence  will  make  it  necessary  to  proceed  daiim  to 
tbe  coast,  to  be  prorisioned  froin  tba  ships.  I  need  hardly  add  tbe  nc 
ceesLty  of  sending  immediately  the  means  of  tcansporl  to  re-eralwrk  the  ataiy 
at  Vigo  or  Comnna.  The  only  part  of  tbe  army  which  has  hiUhecte  been 
engaged  with  the  enemy  has  been  tbe  cavalry,  and  It  is  impesoUe  fer  ms 
to  say  too  much  in  their  praise.  I  mentioBed  to  yoor  Lordship  in  my  let- 
ter'ofthe  16th,  the  sncceas  Brigadier-Gleneral  Stewart  had  met  with' in  de- 
feating a  detachment  of  cavahy  at  Reuda.  Since  that,  few  days  have 
passed  without  bis  taking  or  killing  difiereat  parties  of  tbeFieneb,  geri^ 
rally  superior  in  force  to  those  which  attacked  them.  Ontlie  march' ta  Sa^ 
hagun  Lord  Paget  had  information  of  6  or  700  caralry  being  in  that  town. 
He  marched  on  the  night  of  the  SOth  from  some  Tillages  where  he  was  posted 
in  front  of  the  ardiy  at  Mayorgaj  with  tbe  lOtb  and  16th  hosaars;' the  104 
marched  straight  to  the  town,  whilst  Lord  PAget.  with  the  16th  cadeaTouiei 
to  turn  it;  unfortuaately  he  fell  in  with  a  patrole,  one  of  whom  escaped  aji4  ' 
gave  the  alarm,  by  this  means  tbe  French  htid  time  la  fpnn  oo  the  witside 
of  the  toira  befwe  hati  Fiiget  fot  mnadt    Uc  imamtiately  «biHv*d^tbH»f 
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^st  tbon,  Mtd  itek  fma  ltd  ts  UO  pitaoiwn,  amvi^  it^Mi-ire»e  itpo 
iLieuteaanli-GoloMls,  amd  «lettio  ofioeis,  with  liie  iost  wi  our^rt-of  bhc 
M  eight  men,  and  perhaps  twenty  woHB^ed.  There  hffr«  bern  taken  ty 
■ike  cavtlry  from  4  to  500  Frenck,  beside*  a  oonvdcmUe  number  ktltcd;; 
-this  siDcc  we  began  our  nwsok  from  Salaraanca.  Oa  'hb  marcb  iiom  Sah^ 
l^n  OR  Ibe  eath,  Lofd  Paget,  wifh  two  iquitdfoeaof  tin  lOth,  tttlaoltsd* 
4etscbnMnt  of  caraWy  at  ICt^arga,  kHled  twenty,  knd  lodt above  eneLim- 
lArod  pri>oiie«B.  Oar  cavalry  « tery  auperio'  in  quelil/  to  an;  tihoFfenct 
.hsve,  and  Hu  ligbt  spirit  haa  been  iafued  into  tbcm,  by  the  exam^  and 
instruction  of  their  ■  tw«  leaden,  Lord  Taget  abd  Brigadier-Giinenl 
atewari. 

I  hne  tte  hoMoar.to  ramain,  inc. 

(Signed)  jbHN  «f<»Olllt. 

Itight  Hon,  Lard  VUcount  Qtslleteagh,  tic.  4c.  V- 


No.  XXXVII. 

'Extract  of  a  Lttter  from  JJeutenant-Gfnerta  Sir  John  Mome  fo 
Lord  Viscount  Casttereagh. 

Alorga,  3  ]rt  December,  l&OB. 
I  ARRIVED  here  yeeterday,  where  1  found  the  Marquis  Ia 
.Rotaaoa  witb  a  great  pari  otbi*  troofis.  With  respect  to  me,  mj  Lori^, 
And  tbe  Briticb  tropps,  it  has  corae  to  (hat  point  which  I  hare  l>pg  f»reseca. 
J'roB)  a  dMice  (o  do  wlwt  I  oould,  I  macle  the  movemeot  agaisai  Scult ;  as 
■a  diversion  it  has  aasweied  coa^detely,  but  as  thene  i«  iMtbiug  to  take  a^- 
.Tantageofit,!  haw  riehed  tbe  loas  eftheaimjr  for  iie,p(npMe.  I  have  op 
jOptioD  new*  bitf -to. fall 4own  to  tfaec«B8t;a*  fast  as  1  acb  able.  1  found  nip 
proTiNioiifl  bent,  ibe  little  whicrh  bad  been  ooUecfcd  bad  bee*  ooDsioied  ]ff 
£ir  David  B«inl'j<  oorps  ia  tbeir  passage,  vnd  ithera  b  not  two  4a;s  bread  -to 
4WVJ  the.  aroy  to  Villa  Franc*,  i  hw  boca  {oiaed  to  ^^^b  mn  tbe  iMqps 
iby  -diviaibw,  *iri^««t  (itpippiiif .  'Ge^e^  Ff  bkc*  wA  his  divwioa,  will  J^c 
pi  Villa  Fnnea  litiB .  day ,  -and  wiU  ||iD«aee4  *b  fo  Lugo.  iGcnetvl  tiopQ, 
«Wtk  buiJivJiiiM)  Ei(«|:^  ye^cjtday  tkw  ^a^gim  Stma-^kt  ^ad  ^rocowls 
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by  tlie  road  of  Ponfemda  -,*  f  shall  follatr  with  the  reserre  aad  cavalty  (• 
VilU  Franca,  etthor  this  nigbt  or  tcnoH-DW  mernLng,  according  ax  I  hear 
(he  approach  of  the  French.  There  is  no  mewis  «f  carria^  ;  the  people 
lun  away ;  the  Tilhiges  are  deserted  ;  and  I  hare  been  obHged  to  dcsfrojr 
great  pact  of  Ihe  amnmnition  and  military  ftorei ;  for  the  same  reason  I 
hare  been  obli^fred  to  leare  the  sick;  in  short,  my  sole  object  is  to  save  llis 
-amy.;  Weinustall  make  forced  SMUchesto  the  cuaal,  from  the  scarcity  of 
provisions,,  and  to  be  before  tbo  cseniy,  who,  by  mads  apan  eur^tutki^ 
may  othernise  ioterrapt  us;  but  after,  a  time  the  sanie  di£«attiea  wluok 
afi«ct  us,  must  aflect  him ;  tbercfore  the  rear  oace  pas&ed  Villa  Franca  I  do 
1K^  expect  U>  be  molested.  1  lio))e  to  find  on  the  coast,  transports  for  the 
embarkntipn  of  Ihe  troops,  ifnoff  f  hope  to  be  able  to  take  up toine  posi- 
tion wbicli  I  can  m»iutai|i  ut^til  (b^y  arrire.  It  is  not  jvababU  that  we  caa 
be  followed  by  the  numfaan  which  are  now  toarchiag  against  ua ;  and  oaae 
collected  upon  the  coast,  we  shall  certainly  not  allow  oursclrsa  to  be  mo> 
Jested  by  pny  thing  like  qqual  numbers ;  it  is  mly  whibt  retteati^g  that  wf 
are  vulnerable. 

I  have  betird  of  some  dupatchas  of  your  Lordship  to  me,  intmsted  to 
Iieu4eiiMit-0)loacl  Chabot,  bat  he  has  been  sent  iiito.P^ilugal,  wd  I  haw 
«et  received  them. 

The  moraing  I  marched  from  Benereate,  some  sguvdroas  of  Bonaparte's 
guards  paued  the  river  at  a  ford ;  above  the  bridge  tbay  wen  attacked  by 
Brigadier-General  Stewart,  at  the  head  of  pickets  of  Ihe  ]6th  «nd  3d.  Gec< 
mau  light  dragoons,  and  driven  across  the  ford.  Their  Coload,  aGenoral 
ef  Division,  Le  Febrre,  was  taken,  together  withabont  70  officersaod  maa* 
The  aKiir  was  well  contested  ;  the  numbers  with  which  General  Stewart  «fc* 
lacked  were  inferior  to  the  French.  It  is  the  corps  oC greatest  character 
in  tlteto  army,  but  ths  superiority  of  thq  British  was,  I  .am  told,  co» 
'BpicaouB. 

I  send  the  French  General  Le  Pebvro  tq  Corunoa  to  be  forwarded  to  Eag» 
land.  He  is  a  young  man,  and  I  should  suppose,  from-lheslatioa  beheld,* 
personal  faTOttriteofBoaaparte. 

.     JOHN  MOORE. 


*  Prsbablyinleoded&rMoltlclnr^oatbeORaMeKMl 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutcnant-Genercd  Sir  JqIiji  JHoore  fo^ 
Lord.  Viscount  Cmtlereagh. 

CoTunna,  l3tH  January,  ISOg. 
SITIFATED'  as  this  army  is  at  prewnt,  it  is  iniposs&ible  for 
■mcto  detail  to  jour  Lordship  the  erents  which  havclalcen  placesince  I  had 
llie  honour  )o  address  you  from  AstorgaoittheSlst  December :  I  havelhere- 
ftire  determined  to-scnd  to  England'  Brigadier-General  Cbarles  Siewart,  as 
the  officer  best  qualified  togire  you  every  inft>rinBtibn  you  can  want,  both . 
iritfa  respect  toour  actual- situalion,  and  the  events  wBich  have  Ted  loit. 
'  Your  Lordship  knows  that  had  I  followed  my  own  opininn  as  a  military 
nan,  I  sheald  have  retired  with  the  army  from  Salamanca.  The  Spanish 
armies  were  then  beaten ;  there  was  no  Spanish  force  to  which  ne  could 
unite,  and  I  was  satisfied  that  no  efforts  would  be  made  to  aid  as>  or  to 
&vour  the  cause  in  which  they  were  engaged. 

I  was  sensible,  however,  tUntlhe  apathy  and  indifferenceof  the  S^niardg 
voald  ncrer  harebeen  heliered-;  that  had  )he  British  been  withdrawn,  tbh 
loss  of  the  cause  would  have  been  imputed  to  their  retreat,  and  it  was  neees> 

-  aary  to  risk- this  army  to  convince  the  people  of  England,  as  well  as  the  rest 
•f  Europe,  that  theSpaniards  had  neither  the  power  nor  the  inctin^ion  to 
make  any  efiorts  fur  themselves.  It  was  for  this  reason  that  I'madff  the 
marcbtoSahagun:  '  As  a  diversion  if  sncceeded  ;  1  brotight  the  whole  dis- 
posable force  of  the  French  against  this  army,  and  it  has  been  allowed  to 
fallow  mc,  withont  a  single  movement  being  made  to  favour  my  reireaf. 
The  people  of  the  Gnlicias,  though  armed,  made -no  attempt  to  stop  th« 
passage  of  the -French  throngb  their  mountains^  They  abandoned  their 
dwellings  at  our  approach,  drove  away  their  carts,  oxen,  and  every  thing 
that  vovld  be  of  the  smallest  aid  to  the  army.  The  consequence  has  been, 
fhAt our  sicfc  have  been  left  behind  ;  and'when-our  horses  or  mules  failed, 
-which  on  such  marches,  and  through  such  a-country  was  the  case  to  a  great 
extent^  baj^ge,  ammunition,  stores,  &c.  and  even  money,  were  nece3£;irily 
destroyed  or  abandoned. 

I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  the  army,  whose  conduct  I  had  such  reason  to 
extol  on  its  march  through  Portugal,  and  on  its  arrival  in  Spain,  has  totally 

'  changed  its  cbaracter  iince  U  b^An  ta  ICtieat.    I.cati.«ayj  nothing  in  it» 
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fkrotir/but  that  when  there  was  a  prospect  of  figbling  tbe  enemy,  flie  men 
vere  then  onlerly,  and  seemed  pleased  and  determined  to  do  tlietr  duty.  In 
firoBt  of  Villa  Franca,  the  Freoch  came -up  with  the  reserve,  TrJih  which!' 
was  covering  the  retreat  of  the  army-;  they  attacked  Hat  Calcabclos.  I  re-' 
(ireil,  covered  hy  the  95ih  raiment, and  marched  that  night  to  Herresias, 
and  from  ihenoe  to  Nogales  and  Logo,  where  I  had  ordered  the  different 
divisiens  wliii^  proceeded  to  halt  and  collect.  At  Lugo,  tlic  French  again 
came  iip  with  ns.  They  attacked  our  ad-ranced  poets  on  the  6th  and  Tth,' 
and  were  Kpulsed  in  both  attempfe,  with  little  -loos  <m  oar  iide.  I  beard 
fjram  the  prisoners  taken,'that  three  divisions  of  the  French  ariby  were  come 
up,  commanded  by  Afarehal  Sonlt ;  I  therefore  expected  to  bcatlBcked  on 
the  morning  of  the  8tb.  It  was  my  wish  fo  come  to  that  issue ;  1  had  per-' 
Sect  eonfidcflce  in  the  valour  of  4be  troops,  and  it  was  only  by  crippling  the 
•nomy 'that  we  could  hope  either-te  retreat,  &r  to  embark' unmolested.  I 
made  every  preparatioii  to  receive  the  attajjk,  and  drew  oatthearmy  inlbe 
laoHiii^  to  offer  battle.  This  was  not  Marshal  SoiiU's  object.  He  eltiier 
did  hot  tliihk  himself  safficiently  strong-,  or  be  wished  to  play  a  surer  game 
by  atlacking  tts  on  our  march, or  during  ourembarkation.  Vhe  country 
nvns' intersected,  and  liis  position  too  strong  for  me  to  attack  with  an  inferior 
force.  The  want  of  provisions  'wookl  oof  enable  me  io  wait  longer.  I 
marched  tliat  night,  and  in  two  forced  marc!ies,bivouacing  for  six  or  eight 
hours  in  the  rain,  I  reached  Betaozos  on  Ute  lOth  instant. 

At  Lugo  I  was  st-naible  of  the  imposBibki'ty  of  reaching  Vigo,  which  was 
at  too  great  a  distance,  and  ofeitd  ao' advaHtagefl  to  embark -in  the  face  of 
an  Wiemy.  My  inlentiou  then  was  to  have  retreated  to  the  peninsula  of 
Betanros,  where  I  hoped  tofind  «  position^  cover  the  embarkfltten  of  (he 
army  in  A*es  or  Redes  bays ;  Biit  haviiig  sent  an  officer-tiTeoonnoilre  it,by 
bis'WTOrt  I  *as  determined  to  pieifer  this  ^kJiK.  -I.  gave;  notfce.to  the 
Admiral  of  my  intention,  and  begged  that  the  transports  raiglit  be  brought-  ~ 
toCorunna;  bad  Ifohnd them  hereyon my  arrival  on  the llth, theembarka- 
tipn  wqifld  easily  have  been  effected,  for  1  had  gained  several  Mahihes  on 
the  Freiiib.  They  have  now  came  up  with  us,  the  transports  are  not 
arrivea;  my  position  in&tfnt  6f  this  platii  i*  a  velry  bad  one;  and  thii 
place,  if  i  am  forced  to  retire  irtto  it,  « tttmniahdod  within  maskiA^ot,- 
and  the  harbour  will  be  so  commanded  by'taimon  on  thfc  coasts  that  nd  ship' 
will  be  able  to  lay  in  it.  In  short,  myLord,Genelral  SMtWtwilV inform: 
you  bow  critical  our  situation  is.  'It  has  been  recommended  tome -to  make 
a  proposal  to  the  -enemy, to  induce  hiBlt*«*ltfw  as  to  embark'  qoirtlyiiaf 
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wbirh  case  be  ftlsusioul  of  lt».comiiytQ(mi  andtliis  ptooe,  wltkite  ifawu^ 
&r.  c  in|)lele ;  lUat  u  hor>kiBe  we  have  tbfi  power  to  nakn  a  long  diifafioe, 
M'liicb  oiiist  cauw  ibe  ilranidion  of  th«  town,  I  an  avctte  to  make  •ey 
such  proposal,  bbU  am  exceedin^l;  douUful  if  it  wtmld  be  attoMletl  wit^ 
aay  good  efll-ct ;  but  wliat(-v«r  [  Ksolveon  tbisheailf  1  bope  ^our  Ijordihip: 
will  [Mt  aifiured,  ihnt  1  sliuU  *ootpt  ao  (nw  that  are  in  ibe  kaat  ditboooiu* 
able  to  the  arm/  or  to  the  coqstry.  I  find  I  have  beea  led  into  gnatar. 
Ipngibf  and  DHtte  detail  than  I  tholigbt  I  shoubl  bare  Itad  time  fat ;  I  bevoi 
wnttvb  under  interruptions,  aiid  wiih  my  mi«d  much  occupied  witb  other 
mntlfT.  My  Icltcr,  written  so  carelmsly,  can  ooly  be  consideml  ai  privatb. 
When  1  have  more  leisure  I  shall  write  more  correctly,  io  the  mean  tiaiei' 
lely  on  Genera)  Stewart  tot  giving  your  Lordship  the  information  and  de- 
tail, .which  1  bare  omilledi.  I  (bould  regret  bit  abaence,foi  bis  ■ervicoa 
have  been  very  dieliflguisbed  f  but  the  state  of  bis  «ye*  makea  it  impu«iibl» 
tin  hid)  to  serM,  and  this  country  b  not  one  in  which  cavalry  can  be  of 
ranch  use.  Iflsncceedia  embaikingtJie  army,  IshdlseadittoEnKlBiHl; 
it  i»  quite  vmSt  Em  Sarlhet  Mrvica  -anti)  U4iw  beea  refitted,  which  oaa  best 
be  d«oe  thwt*. 

JOHN  HOOR£. 

No.  XXXTX. 

UiraiMi  flannB'EXitBAoftwaaaT,  JiiM.  S4< 

Datenimg-itTtel,  Jan.  34. 
■  The  H«nai»ablaCapt^a-Hop&ai7ii«dUtelaBtnigbt  witb  a  dispatch  front 
Lieuleninl-^jieneial  Sjr  DavU  Baird  to  Lofd;  Viscount  Ostlereagfa,  one  of 
6M-M«JMl;y*B  princijBl  SeoKtuies  of  Slate,  of  wbitib  the  fulloviug  is  a 
epfry« 

Xt.Xif^^UShif  ri^tM  font,  «!&»,  Jbnuonc  18>  I8O9. 

-_  '    BY  the  nwb Janvoted  deolb  of  Lienlenant-Geaeral  Sir  John 

Vdaret,  who  Jell  ia  aatio»  witb  the  eoenfy  on  the  Ititb  instaai,  it  has  be- 
^oBto  my  daty  ta  acqwint yoor  I^rdsVp.  tba*  tbe  trench  ymy  aitacked 
Uie  British  troopi  in  the  porition  tbey  occupied  in  front  of  Corimna,  at 
^beat  tw.o  o'qWoJi  is  til*  aficTMOou  of  that  day. 

-  A  aawn  wawd,  which  c«m|«Iled'me  to  quit  the.  &-ld  a  short  time  pre- 
^lu  to  the  ML  oI&ie  Jaha  M«MCy  eb%s.iae  to  f«jEei  >oiu  Lardsbip  foi 
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tte  partitiJtaraof  tbe  Rctiin,  whiob  was  long  and  obstinatdjr  conUsled>  to 
tiM  inoloaed  fe|H>it  of  Lietftenal-General  Hope>  who  succeeded  to  tbe  com* 
iund  (^  the  tmij,  <Hid  to  whose  abililj'  and  ex^ong,  in  dtrectios  of  the 
ardrat  seal  and  nncimqnenble  valour  of  his  Hajesljr'a  Ironps,  is  to  be  attri- 
baled,  undnr  Pi«ride«ior,  the  ioccess  of  tbe  day*  which  lerminated  in  the 
oomplete  and  entiie  repdse  and  dere&t  <^  tbe  enemy  at  ovtrj  poiot  of 
a«8^. 

The  Hon.  Captain  Gbvdon,  my  Aide-de-Catnp,  will  bare  the  honoar  of 
dettyering  this  dispatch^  and  vill  be  able  to  give  yoar  Lordship  any  furthet 
iafitrnnlioQ  whi^  may  be  reqalred. 

I  have  the  bonoar  to  be  Sec. 

D.  BAIRD.  Lienl.-Gen. 


BGt  Jhjmtf'i  SUp  iiMUciM*.  of  GtnituM,  Ja».  16,  I8Q9. 
SIR* 

IN  compliance  with  the  desire  contained  in  your  commnnica- 
tion  of  yesterday,  I  avail  myself  of  the  first  moment  I  have  been  able  to 
oonmand,  to  detail  lo  you  the  occurrences  of  the  action  which  look  pUce  in. 
fiont  of  Coninna,  on  the  16th  inst. 

It  will  be  id  your  recollection,  that  about  one  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day^ 
the  enemy,  who  had  in  the  morning  reoeived  rein&irceraend,  and  who  had 
plaoed  some  guns  in  the  front  of  the  right  and  left  of  bit  line,  was  observed 
to  be  moving  troops  towards  his  left  flank,  and  forming  vnrioiu  columns  of 
alladt  at  the  extremity  of  the  strong  and  commanding  position,  which,  on 
the  mornmgof  ihe  Iflib,  he  had  taken  io  our  immediate  front. 

ThiB  indicalioaof  bia  intentiitn  was  immediately  succeeded  by  the.rapid 
and  detcrmined.*ttaek  which  he  made  upon  your  division,  which  occupied 
the  right  of  on?  position.  The  events  which  occurred  dnriii^  that  period 
of  the  actirni  yon  are  fully  acquainted  with.  The  frst  effort  of  the  enemy 
was  met  by  the  Commander  of  the  Forces,  and  by  youmelf,  at  Ihe  head  «f 
the  iid  regimenl,  and  the  brigade  oader  Majoi'G«neral  Lord  WiUnm 
Bcntinck. 

Tbe  vilbige  on  yovr  right  became  an  objeot  of  obstinate  ceoteat. 

]  lament  lamy,  that  soon  after  thesevere  wound  which  deprivedlbe  army 
of  >oarBer?{ocs,  LieateDaBt'Gcawnl&JaiuaUAoce,  «bo  had  jnatdirecttd 


y  Google 


110  APPENDIX— NO.  XXXiX. 

llie  most  able  dispositions,  fell  by  a  cannon-shot.  '  Tlie  troops,  though  mlt" 
ttnacquainlecl  with  the  irreitarable  loss  t\wy  bad  sustained,  -were  not  dw< 
niayed,butby1hemostde(erminrd  bravery  not  only  rcpclied  erery  aUemptof 
the  enemy  to  gain  groand,  but  eclualty  forced  him  (o  rcth-e,  allhough  be 
llad  brought  up  frcih  troops  in  support  of  tho^  originally  engaged. 

The  enemy,  finding  himself  failed  in  every  attempt  to  force  the  right  of 
the  position,  endeavoured  by  numbers  to  tnrn  it.  A  judicious  and  wetL* 
timed  movement,  which  was  made  by  Wajor-'GeneralPaget,  with  the  reserve, 
ttliicb  corps  had  moved  out  of  its  tantoameots  to  saj^mrt  the  right  of  the 
army,  by  a  vigorous  attack,  defeated  tbisintcntion.'  The  Hajor-General 
having  pushed  forward  the'95th  trifle  corps)  and  1st  battalion  53d  regi- 
ments, drove  the  enemy  before  him,  and  in  his  rapid  and  jodicioBs  advance, 
threatened  the  left  of  the  enemy's  position.'  This  ch-curastanoe;  with  the 
position  of  Lieutcnant-GcneFal  Fra&er's  division,  (calculated  to  give  still 
further  security  to  the  right  of^  (he 'line)  induced  the  enemy  to  rdax  bit 
effbrls  inthat  quarter. 

'They  were  however  more  forcibly  directed  towards  the  centre,  where 
Ihcy  were  again  successfully  resisted  by  the  brigade  under  Major'Gencral 
iVfaiiningham,  forming  the  left  of  your  division,  and  a  part -of  that  under 
Major-General  Letlh,  forming  the  right  of  the  division  under  my  orders. 
Cpon  the  left,  the  enemy  at  first  contented  himself  with  an  attack  upon  our 
pickets,  which,  however,  in  general  maiofained' their  ground.  Finding 
fiowever  his  efforts  unavailing  on  the  right  and  centre,  he  seemed  determined 
to  render  the  attack  upon  the  left  more  serious,  and  had  succeeded  in  ob-' 
taining  possession  of  the  village 'thtou^h  which  the  great  road  to  Madrid 
-passes,  and  which  was  siluated  in'front  of  that  part  of  the  line.  From  this 
post,  however,  he  was  soon  exp(!lled,  with  considerable  loss,  by  a  gallant 
ntlack  o(  some  companies  of  the  2d  battalion  14th  regimcat,  underiieu- 
tenant'Colonel  NichoUs  ;  -before  live  in  the  evening,  we  had  not  only  sue 
cessfiilly  repelled  every  a(tack  made  upon  the  position,  but  had  gained' 
ground  in  almost  all  points,  and  occupied  a  more  forward  Kne  than  at  the' 
commencement  of  the  action,  whilst  the  enemy  confined  its  opcratimis  to  a' 
cannonade,  and  the  fire  of  his  light  troops,  with  a  view  to  dra*  off  his 
other  corps.  At  six  the  firing  entirely  ceased.  The  different  brigades  were 
re-assembled  on  the  ground  they  occupied  in  the  morning,  and  the  picfcete 
and  advanced  posts  resumed  their  original  stations. 

Notwithslaiiding  the  decided  and  marked  superiority  wTri**  at  'this 
jnoment  ihe  gallantry  of  the  troops  had  given  them  over  anenemy,  who 
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ttwo  hU  nam&er,  and  llMcoramandingadvanta^of  hb  pofiilton,  no  doubt 
•xpected  an  easy  .victory ;  I  did  not, on  roviewiog  all  circumslAoocs,  con- 
ceive tbat  I  should  be  warranted  in  departing  from  vhat  1  knew  vas  tbe 
fixed  and  previous  deternaiiiatioa  of  fbe  late  Conamander  of  the  Forces,  to- 
withdrawlhe  army  on  the  evening  of  the  t6tb,  for  the  purpose  of  embarks* 
tioit,  the  previous  arrnngemeots  for  which  had  already  been  made  by  liU 
order,  and  were,  in  faet,  far  advanced  at  the  commencement  of  the  action. 
The  troopii  quittedlheiT  position  about  ten  at  night,  with  a  degree  of  order 
tbnt  did  them  credit,  The  whole  of  theartiUery  tbat  remained  unembarkcd 
I  having  been  withdrawn,  tbe  troops  followed  in  the  order  prescribed,  and 
raarehed  to  their  respective  points  of  embarkation  in  the  town  and  neighi- 
t^urbood  of  Corumie.  The  pickets  remained  at  tlieii  posts  until  five  on 
the  morning  of  the  17lh,  when  they  were  also  withdrawn  with  similar  ordcrs> 
and  without,  the  enemy  having  discovered  the  movement. 

By  the  unremitted  Exertions  of  Captains  tbe  Hon.  H.  Corzonj-Goseelinf ' 
Boys,  Rainier,  Serrett,  Hawkins,  Digby,  Garden,  and  Mackenzie,  of  the 
royal  navy,  who  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  Rear-Admiral  de  Courcy, 
were  entrusled  with  the  service  of  embarking  the  army  ;  and  in  consequence  ' 
^f  the  arrangements  nade  by  CommissitHier  Bowen,  Captains  Bowen  and 
Shepard,  and  the  other  agents  foe  tr«iiGports,,the  whole  of  the  army  were 
embarked  with  an  expedition  which  has  seldom  been  equalled. .  With  lb* 
deception  of  the  brigades  under  Biajor-Genemls  Hill  and  Beresford,  which  . 
tV'cre  destined  to  remain  on  shore,  until  the  movements  of  the  enemy  should  . 
become  manifest,  the  whole  was  afloat  before  day  light. 

Tbe  brigade  of  Major-General  Beresford,.  which  was  alternately  to  form 
our  rear-guard,  occupied  the  land  front  of  the  townof  Coruona;  that 
under  Major-General  Bill  was  stationed  in  reserve  on  the  proraoolory  'm*- 
rear  of  the  town. 

The  eijemy  pushed  bis  light  troops  towards  the  town  soon  atler  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  I7lh,  and  shortly  after  occupied  the  heights 
of  St.  Lucia,  which  cdrnmand  the  harbour.  But  notwithstanding  this  cir- 
cumstance, and  thcmanifold  defects  of  the  place,  tlicre  being  no  apprehen-  ■ 
fiioB  tbat  ibetrear-gnasd  could  be  forced,  and  ibe  disposition  of  the  Spaniards 
appearing  to  begoodjtheeinbaikutinn  of  Major-Gcneral  Iliirs  brigitdc  was 
commenced  aiul  eomjrfeicd  by  three  in  tbe  afternoon  ;  Major-Gcneral  fiercs* 
ford,  wilb  that  zeal  and  abdity  which  is  so  well  known  to  yourself  and  the 
whole  army,  having  fully  explained,  to  tbe  satisfaction  of  iUe  S\>aaisb  go- 
verncj-j  tbe-  nalare  of  oor  mof  ement,  and  having  made  every  previous  91* 
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-rangement,  withdrew  Us  caipt  fnm  the  land  ftoHt  of  the  towti  soon  aQir 
dark,  and  ttw,  with  sU  llie  wonnded  Uiat  had  n»t  beea  preriotulj  moTed, 
cmbsrkfd  before  01K  this  momin)^, 

'Circumstances  forbid  hs  ttt  indulge  the  hope,  that  the  rictory  with  which 
it  lias  pleased  PmridCTicc  lo  crown  the  eSbrls  of  the  atm^r,  cen  lie  attended 
with  any  verybriUiwit  canseqacacestoGreat  Britian.  Uisctouded-fay  the 
loss  of  oneof  her  best  soldiers.  -  It  lias  bren  achieved  at  the  terniination  o£ 
a  long  and  barasHJng  sprricc.  The  snperior  numbers,  and  advanlageous 
Ytosition  of  the  enemy,  hot  less  than  the  actual  situation  of  this  army,  did 
notadmil  of  any  advantage  bcingreaped  from  success.  It  must  be  however  . 
lo  yon,  to  the  army,  and  to  our  country,  the  sweetest  reflection,  that  the 
lustre  of  the  British  arms  has  been  roaiittained,  amidst  many  disadvan* 
tngeous  circnmstanoes.  The  army  which  had  entered  i^pain,  aniiiUt  Ibp 
fairest  prospects,  had  no  sooner  completed  its  junction,  ihon,  owing  to  tl>e 
multiplied  dieaRtcrs  thnt  disi't^sed  (he  native  armies  around  us,  it  was  left 
to  its  own  resourcps.  The  advance  of  Uie  Bcitisli  corps  fcom  the  Uuero, 
affonled  the  best  hope  that  the  soaih  of  Spain  might  be  relieved,  but  this 
generous  cITort  to  save  the  unfortunate  pcoplc^also  afiurded  the  enemy  the 
opportunity  of  tlireclii^  ev«ry  eflort  of  his-  nnmeroas  troops,  and  concen- 
tmting  all  his  principal  resources  for  tbe  destroction  of  the  only  regular 
force  in  the  north  of  Sjnin. 

You  are  well  aware  wi(h  what  diligence  this  system  has  been  pursued. 

These  circuinstnnces  produced  the  necessily  of  rapid  and  harassing  marches, 
which  had  diminished  the  nnmbers,  exhausted  tbe  strength,  and  impaired 
thecquipment  of  the  army.  Notwithstanding  all  these  disadvantages,  and 
those  more  immediately  attached  to  a  defensive  roaition,  which  the  impe- 
riuus  necessityof  covering  the  harbour  oFCornniia  f<ir  a  time  had  rrndered 
indispensable  to  assume,  the  native  and  andaunfed  valour  of  Britith  troops 
was  never  more  conspicuous,  and  inast  have  exceeded  what  even  your  own 
experiei.ceol  tlintinvul  liable  quality,  so  inherent  in  them,  may  have  taught 
you  to  expect.  When  every  one  that  had  an  opportnnity  seemed  lo  vie  ia 
improving  it,  it  is  difficult  for  me,  in  making  this  report,  to  select  particnlac 
instances  for  your  approbation.  The  corps  chiefly  engaged  were  the  bri- 
gades under, Major-Geiierals  Lord  William  Bentinck,  Manningham,and 
Leith  ;  and  the  brigade  of  guards  under  Major-General  Warde. 

To  these  officers,  and  the  troops  under  their  immedinte  orders,  tbe  greatest 
rraise  is  due.  Major-Gcneral  Hill  and  Colonel  Catlin  Crawford,  with  their 
brigades  on  the  left  of  the  position,  ably  supported  their  advanced  posts. 
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Thebnint  of  tbe  acd'on  fell  upon  the  4tli,  43(1,  90tb,  and  81st  regiments, 
wiLl]pnrtsofthebrigft(Ieorgu!ir(Is,and  tbe36th  regiment.  From  Lieutenant* 
Colonel  Murray,  qunrtcr  •master-general,  and  the  officers  oftbe  general  staff, 
I  received  the  roost  marked  assistance.  ]  had  reason  to  regret,  thai  the 
illness  of  Brig&lier-Gencral  Clinton,  adjutaat-general,  deprired  me  of  bis 
aid.  I  was  indebted  to  Brigadier-Geniinl  Slade  during  the  action,  for  a 
zealous  o(K;r  of  his  personal  services,  although  the  cavalry  were  eiDbarksd. 
The  greater  part  of  the  fleet  having  gone  to  sea  yesterday  eresing,  tltf 
whole  being  under  weigh,  and  the  corps,  in  (he  embarication,  necessarily 
much  mixed  on  board,  it  is  impossible,  at  present,  to  lay  before  you  a  return 
of  our  casualties.  I  liope  the  loss  in  numbcn  is  not  so  considerable  as  might 
have  been  expected.  If  I  was  obliged  io  form  an  estimate,  Hhould  say,  tliat 
I  believe  it  did  not  exceed,  in  killed  and  wounded,  from  seven  to  eight 

'  bandred  ;  that  of  the  enemy  must  remain  unknown^  bat  many  clicum< 
stances  induce  me  to  rale  it  at  nearly  doable  the  above  number.  We  have 
some  prisoners,  but  I  hare  notbeenaUe  to  obtain  an  accouRt  oftbe  number; 
it  is  not,  however,  considerable.  Several  oSco^  <tf  rank  have  fatten,  or 
been  wounded,  among  whom  I  am  only  at  present  enabled  to  slate  the  names 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Napier,  99d  regiment.  Majors  Napier  and  Stanhope, 
50tb  regiment,  killed ;  Lieutenant-Colunel  Winch,  4th  regiment,  Lieu* 
teoant-Coliinel  Maxwell,  S6th  regiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fane,  59lb 
raiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Griffith,  guards.  Majors  Miller  and  Williams, 
81st  regiment,  wounded. 

To  you,  who  are  well  acquainted  willi  the  excellent  qualities  of  Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir  John  Moore,  I  need  not  ezpai'iate  on  t\w  loss  the  anny 
and  his  country  have  sustained  by  bis  death.  His  foil  has  deprived  me  of 
a  valuable  friend,  to  whom  long  expcrieitce  of  his  worth  had  sincerely  at- 
tached me.  But  it  is  chiefly  on  public  grounds  that  I  nHistiament  the  blow. 
Itwill  be  the  convawilioB  of  every  one  who  loved  or  respected  his  manly 
character,  that,  after  conducting  the  army  through  an  arduous  rdreat,  with 

'  couiiuronate  firmness,  he  has  terminated  a  career  of  dbtinguislied  boiiowr 
by  a  death  that  has  given  the  enemy  additional  reason  to  respect  the  name 
of  a  British  soldia.  Like  the  immurtltl  Wolfe,  he  is  snatched  from  bis 
country  at  an  early  period  of  a  life  spent  in  her  service  ;  like  Wolfe,  bis 
last  moments  were  gilded  by  the  prospect  of  success,  and  cheered  by  the  accla- 
mation of  victory  ;  like  Wolfe,  also,  his  memory  will  for  ever  remain  sacred 
in  that  couDtry  which  be  sincerely  loved,  and  wbich  he  bad  ■»  fai^fuU/ 
served. 

AFPEH.  t 
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It  remains  for  me  onl^  to  express  my  hope,  that  you  wltl  speedily  be  ro> 
stored  to  the  serrice  of  your  country,  ancl  to  lament  the  unForlnnate  cir> 
cumstance  that  removed  you  Trom  your  station  in  (be  field,  anU  liirew  the 
momeotary  command  into  far  less  able  hands. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  HOPE,  Lieat.-Gen; 
lAeut.-Gen,  Sir  D,  Baiid,  ftc. 


■DrrirEaHMT  TOTBB  LONAON  6AZKTTB  BXTBAftllDlKART,  OV   TOSaDAir, 

'jANUAarSi* 

Admiralts-Offlee,  Jan.  24,  I8O9. 

CoRy  qf  a  Letter  from  the  HonouraMe  Michael  De  Cowrcy,  Sear- 
Jdiniral  of  the  White,  to  the  Honourable  ,tV.  W.  Pole,  dtUed  on 
board  hia  Mc^eity's  SUp  the  Tonaant,  at  Carunna,  tJu  llth  and  l&b 

ittsttatt! 

Jaimarp  17,  18O9. 
SIR, 

HAVING  it  in  design  to  detadi  the  Conaek  to  England,  at 
BOon  as  her  boats  shall  cease  to  be  essottial  to  the  embatkatioD  of  the  troops, 
1  seize  a  monient  to  acquaint  yoa,  fw  the  iDfonnalioa  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missionen  of  the  Admiralty,  that  the  ships  of  war,  as  per  margin,*  and 
transports,  under  the  orders  of  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  and  Com- 
missioner Bowen,  arrived  at  this  anchorage  from  Yigo,  on  the  14th  and  15(h 
instant ;  the  Alfred  and  Hindoetan,  with  some  transports,  were  left  at  VigOy 
to  receire  a  brigade  of  three  thousand  fire  hundred  men,  that  bad  taken  that 
route  under  the  Generals  Alien  and  Crawfturd. 


»  ViHe  it  Parii,  Victorj,  Baijeur,  Zealoin,  Implacable,  Et'iEabclh,  Noige,  Fknti^eiiet, 
RcaolutiaD,  Audtdoo*,  Eadynuoo,  Mediator. 
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In  tlie  vicinil^  of  Coranna,  the  enemy  have  pressed  upon  the  British  in 
great  force.  Tb«  embarkation  of  the  eieky  tbc  caralr^,  and  the  atarea  went 
on.  Thenigbtof  the  I6lh  was  appointed  for  tbe^enefaleFubarluitiQn  of 
the  infantr/  ;  and,  mean  time,  the  enemy  prepared  for  attack.  At  three 
P.  M.  an  action  commenced  ;  the  enemyv  wliich  bad  been  posted  on  a  lofly 
hill,  endeavouring  to  force  the  British  on  another  hill  of  iuferior  height,  ' 
and  nearer  the  lown. 

The  enemy  were  driven  back  with  great  slaughter  s  but  very  sorry  am  I 
to  add,  that  the  British,  though  triumphant,  hare  sufllered  severe  losses.  I 
am  unable  (o  communicate  fnrtber  particulars,  than  that 'Sir  John  Moore 
received  a  mortal  wound,  of  which  he  died  at  night;  Sir  David  Bain)  lost 
an  arm ;  that  several  officers  and  many  men  have  twen  killed  and  wounded ; 
and  that  the  ships  of  war  have  received  all  such  of  the  latter  as  they  could 
accommodate,  the  remainder  being  sent  to  transports. 

The  weather  is  now  tempestuous,  aud  the  difficulties  of  embarkation  are 
great.  All  except  the  rear-guard  arc  embarked  ;  consisting,  perhaps,  at 
the  present  moment,  of  two  thonsand  six  hundred  men.  The  enemy,  hav 
ing  brought  cannon  to  n  hill  overhanging  the  beach,  have  forced  a  majority 
of  the  transports  to  cut  or  slip.  Embarkation  being  no  longer  practicable 
at  the  (own,  the  boats  have  been  ordered  to  a  sandy  beach  near  the  light- 
house ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  greater  part,  if  not  all,  will  still  be  em- 
barked, the  ships  of  war  having  dropped  out  to  facilitate  embarkation. 

Jamtary  18. 
The  embarkation  of  the  troops  having  occupied  the  greater  part  of  last 
night,  it  Itas  not  been  in  my  power  to  detach  the  Cossack  before  this  day ; 
and  it  is  with  satislaction  I  am  able  to  add,  that  in  consequence  of  the  good 
order  maintained  by  the  troops,  and  the  unwearied  exertions  of  Commis- 
sioner Bowen,  the  captains,  and  other  officers  of  the  navy,  the  agents,  as 
well  as  (he  boats*  crews,  many  of  whom  were  for  two  days  without  food  and 
without  repose,  the  army  have  been  embarked  to  the  last  man,  and  the  ships 
are  now  in  the  olBng,  preparatory  to  steering  for  England.  The  great 
body  of  the  transports  having  lost  their  anchors,  ran  to  sea  without  the 
troops  they  were  ordered  to  receive,  in  consequence  of  which  there  aje  some 
thousands  on  board  the  ships  of  war.  Several  transports,  through  misma- 
nagement, ran  on  shore.  The  seamen  appeared  to  have  abandoned  (hem, 
two  being  brought  out  by  the  boats' crews  of  the  nten  of  war,  two  were 
bnrut,  and  five  were  bilged. 
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I  cannot  conclude  this  baaly  statement  without  expressing  mj  ^oat 
colligation  to  Rear-admiral  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  whose  eye  was  every  where, 
and  whose  ezerlioos  were  unremitted. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be^  ftc. 

M.  DE  COURCY. 


Haij  weatlier  leodeiiog  the  Cossack  obscure,  I  detach  the  Gleaner  with 
this  dispatch 


T.  GilUt,  PritOer. 
CrOWn-court,  Fleet-tUvet,  London. 
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